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DICKABRAM BRIDGE
125 Years
1886—2011

Image: Queensland Rail Historical Collection/Eric Marggraf Collection

INTRODUCTION

This has been an excellent opportunity to reprint the Dickabram Bridge Centenary1886-1986 publication. Prepared for the centenary
celebration in 1986, it has been out of print for the last couple of years with requests for copies still being received. The funding provided
by the Queensland Government’s Building Rural Communities Fund through Blueprint for the Bush and Gympie Regional Council along
with sponsorships from individuals and businesses have helped to make this new publication possible. Avery special thank you to all the
people who have supported it.

Our thanks go to all the local people who still reside in the area, those who have moved further afield and those who are no longer with
us who have assisted in any way with information and photos for the last publication and this one; to Marilyn Connell from Tiaro Landcare
for compiling the flora and fauna information; to Greg Hallam, Historian with Queensiand Rail, who has provided us with the railway
material about the last 25 years; to the Queensland Rail Historical Section - in particular Eric Marggraf for the photos and permission to
printthem and to DERM for kindly agreeing to waive its fee for the reproduction of one of its photos.

The centenary book has been reproduced verbatim with one exception. An additional note has been included at the top of the Miva
Crossing pages in an attempt to make it clear to readers that Miva Crossing and the Miva Crossing Bridge are located further north at
Munna Creek and not at Miva. The crossing and bridge were named Miva because Miva township was surveyed at Munna Creek but
never established there. We have found that not surprisingly, some people are still confused by this.

Every endeavour has been made to reproduce material as accurately as possible and we trust you will forgive any errors or omissions
which may have occurred.

We hope this small sample of the information gathered will awaken memories of bygone days, and give to younger readers an insight
into the past.

Jennifer Lipsett-Nahrung and Kathy Dakin

Cover Photo - C17 985 crosses the Dickabram Bridge in 1967 with a special train
Image: Queensland Rail Historical Collection/Eric Marggraf Collection

ISBN: 978-0-9751175-3-8

This publication is funded by the Queensland Government's Building Rural Communities Fund through
Blueprint for the Bush, the Gympie Regional Council and other sponsors
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Dickabram Siding

Dickabram Gatehouse

Miva Railway Station

Dickabram Cemetery (first burial 1898)
Miva Rifle Range

Fairlie’s Sawmill

Butcher Shop

Miva Q.C.W.A. Room

Two Unmarked Graves

Miva State School

Miva’s First Tennis Court

Four Fig Trees

Site of First Gootchie Prov. School
Site of Second Gootchie Prov. School
Rodeo Yards
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D Miva Cemetery
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SPONSORS OF
DICKABRAM BRIDGE 125 YEARS 1886-2011
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500 - Gympie Funerals
250 - Tom & Lyn Grady - Gympie

100

Miva Homestead - David & Elizabeth
Allomes

Noel Atkinson Smash Repairs &
Towing

Bambling Rural - Gympie Real Estate

- Gympie Autoglass

$

Madill Motor Group

BJ & JF Nahrung

The Paterson Family
Schuh Group

The Sexton Family

Wide Bay Molasses Pty Ltd
(Bulmer Family)

50

Joan Britnell (Dakin)

Keith & Del Bulmer ex Wide Bay
Molasses & Fuel

Colls Motor Clinic

Curra Fruit Barn

Bevan & Janell Day

Kevin Day

Mervyn & Anne Day

Bernard & Ann Dore & Family
Erin Lynch Machinery
Gunalda Hotel

Gunalda Sand & Gravel
Gundiah Gazette

Gympie Bearing Supplies
Ailsa Head (nee Carswell)
Shirley Lipsett-Adams

Malouf Pharmacies Gympie
Bill & Jan Martin

John & Jan Martin

The McBride Family, Station Hotel
Tiaro

Allan Henry Miller
Mtgg-Tag-Along-Trails

Don & Jennifer Nahrung

Will & June Nahrung

Sauers Produce & Garden Centre
Shepherds RetraVision
Gordon Suthers

Theebine Masonic Lodge
Tiaro & District Chamber of
Commerce

Tyrepower

Gail Warnes (nee Jenkins)

$40

Mayor Ron Dyne

Mayoress Dulcie Dyne

Cr Rae Gaté, Gympie Regional
Council

Colin Nahrung

$30

Al pe ccinos Café
Elleganz Hair Studio
Jeremy Earthmoving

$25

- Miva Branch QCWA

- The Odgers Family - in memory of
John

- Alex & Estelle Robertson

- Maurice & Kay Wright

$20

- B & H Rural

- J & M Belling

- Brian Brady

- Bridgestone Tyre Centre

- K&LBunkum

- Bruce Carlson

- JJ & AK Carlson

- JR & KJ Carlson
RJ & EM Carlson & PJ Carlson

- Jenny (nee Gilmore) & Bruno Croce

- Len & Lil Dakin

- Dodts Floorcoverings

- Goodyear Jewellers

- Cr Donna Neilson
Cr Graham Engeman

- Cr Julie Walker & Gary Walker

- Keith & Jan Watt

- Neville Watt

- Ross & Mandy Watt

- Stan Watt

- Gympie Cooloola Foods

- Gympie Heavy Haulage

- Eric & Audrey Hodgetts

- Malcolm, Debbie, Hayden & Reagan
Jenkins - Pioneering Descendants
Syd & June Jenkins & family

- Bronco Jensen'’s Tun-a-Fun Karaoke
& Entertainment

- Tanya & Tahlya Jensen

- John & Marie Krafft & Family -
Pioneering Descendants

- Joy Laycock & Family

- Geoff & Carol Lock

- Donald L McKewen

- Valerie J Clark (nee McKewen)

- Motorcycle Country
Munna Creek Hall & Recreation
Association Inc

- Caitlin & Damien Nahrung

- Gary & Sue Nahrung

- lan & Susan Nahrung

- Nahman Family (Helen Nahrung)
Russell Nahrung & Chrissy Walker

- Vicki Nahrung

- Neil Priddy Gents Hairdresser

- Bill Nolan

- Ken & Gail Orphant

- Riley Orphant

- West Bank Hereford Stud

- Peter Green Builders

- Professionals Real Estate 54827505

- Eric & Kayley (nee Kunst) Sprott

- Sullivan Livestock

- The United Friendly Society Assoc of
Gympie & District Ltd

SPONSORS OF DICKABRAM
BRIDGE CENTENARY 1886-1986
PUBLISHED IN 1986

Colin and Marjorie Nahrung

Peter and Cheryl Moodie and Family
Gary Nahrung and Family

lan and Susan Nahrung

DN & J Nahrung—Dickabram

S Lipsett-Adams—Dickabram .
Eileen Lipsett—Dickabram

Adeline Lipsett-Ward—Dickabram

Phylis Lipsett-Piper—Dickabram

Helen and Andrew Nahrung—Dickabram
Lyons Book Shop

AG and EM Blowers—Munna Vale Angora Stud
BJ and JM Blowers—Binbirrim Grain Fed Beef
Will & June Nahrung

Alan and Bery! Larner

Keith, Doreen, Wayne and Jason Day
Wide Bay Capricorn Building Society

EG and WI Haack

Rob and Erin Carlson

lvan and Cheryl O'Sullivan—Miva

LH and JG Kunst

Keith and Dell Bulmer

EJ & FE Lipsett—Dickabram

Brian and Des Mitchell—Gympie Wholesalers
Jeff and Kerry Carlson—Miva

Alex Nahrung

Frank Sauer and Sons Pty Ltd—Gympie
The Shale Family—Maryborough
Gunalda and District Rural Youth

Hyne and Son Pty Ltd

JJ Ormes

KG and GH Orphant—West Bank Hereford Stud
Alex and Estelle Robertson

AG and VM Schiefelbein

Big Dairy—Gympie

Tom Grady Real Estate

Smethurst Kelly—Gympie

Gordon Suthers

Kanyan Sawmill

Maryborough Hervey Bay Chronicle

GM Watson

Jack Casey Toyota—Maryborough

Len, Barbara and Barry Nielsen—Miva Carriers
Aub and Betty Kunst

Len and Hazel Wheeler

Maryborough Co-op Dairy Association Ltd
Warrys Limited—Maryborough

Warry's Retravision—Maryborough

Norm and Hilda Nahrung

Vince Channer

Bill and Kay McBride—Theebine Hotel
VR Ormes—'Ramscliffe’ Miva

lan and Val Brown in memory of Patrick and
Sarah Maguire

Brian and Jenny McMahon

Jim Balkin

John and Pam Odgers

The Atherton Family

Lehman's Pharmacy—Gympie

JA and ME Petersen

Neville and Hilma Green

Kevin Shapland and Margaret Johnston

- Madills—Gympie
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NOTE: This crossing was situated
at Munna Creek not at Dickabram

MI VA C R OSS I N G - See map on cover page for location

Before going into the details of the construction of the
Dickabram Bridge, it is worthwhile looking at the Miva
Crossing, and the bridges, which were built and washed away
nearby. It must be remembered that Miva Township had been
surveved in the area which is now referred to as Munna Creek.
This roadway was considered the main highway between the
South Burnett and Maryborough. \

Plans were drawn up for the first bridge to be constructed,
with tenders being called in June 1877 for the supply of timber
and ironwork, It was described as a low level bridge 210 feet
long with 18 feet roadway between the curbs, consisting of six
bays, three trusses of driven piles, and three framed and
strutted even with the surface of the bank, and lined with
cement concrete. This latter was to project upon the rock,
which had been found at a depth of seven feet. The decking was
to be about eight feet above the average water level.

[is official opening was celebrated at Braid’s Hotel on 30th
October, 1878, and attended by residents of the Upper Mary,
who gave great credit to Messrs. Wood Bros. the contractors,
and Mr Bragg the District Inspector, for the solid construction
of the bridge.

By the 19th February 1880, following three days of heavy
rain, news filtered through to Maryborough that the bridge had
washed away. These early reports were discounted as being
wild stories, until confirmation was received on 21st Feburary.
The destruction of the bridge was caused by an accumulation
of pine logs under and against it, lifting the structure clean out
of its position.

The bulk of the bridge became jammed in a narrow neck of
the river a few hundred yards below its original site, and when
the river level had dropped by October that year, it was
suggested that a great deal of it could be retrieved and used in
the construction of a new bridge. Some folk suggested a stone
weir or causeway would be a better prospect.

Maryborough Chronicle - 13th November, 1880.

Mr E.B. Barns, of this town, and Mr J. Henderson, of
Tantitha, narrowly escaped death by drowning on Tuesday
last, while attempting to cross the Mary River at Miva, the spol
where a bridge was swept away. These gentlemen were on
their way to Barambah Station and were being driven in a
buggy by Orrell, who is known as a careful driver. Previous fo
arriving at the crossing place, they had been warned not to
attempt to ford the siream, as a strong current was running.
On arrival, however, it did not appear quite so formidable, and
Orrell at once put the horses to it. Before proceeding far the
horses were carried off their legs, and swept down the river,
and the occupants of the vehicle precipitated into the water.
With great difficulty they reached the bank, Orrell especially
being very much exhausted. Mr Barns, who is a powerful
swimmer, rendered valuable assistance in rescuing Mr
Henderson from a watery grave.

A second bridge was completed by mid 1881, however the
Works Department in this instance opted for a less expensive
structure. No provision was made to prevent horses, drays, or
anything else slipping or falling off the bridge into the rushing
stream below.

Maryborough Chronicle - 2nd June, 1881.

A handrail, at the least, would probably be the means of
preventing some serious accident to man or beast some time
or another, and surely would not cost much. It appears to be
almost criminal negligence on the part of the authorities to
allow a bridge to be erected over the Mary River, which is
intended for the public benefit, and vet to cross which at
certain times would be a matter attended with great risk to
man or beast. A dark, rainy night; the smooth planks all
slippery; a fresh in the river roaring and whirling by over the
racks below; and not even a rail to mark the edges of the
bridge, and warn the unconscious wayfarer of his proximity to
danger,

A sad accident happened at the bridge on the 14th ult. An
old man, aged 63, named Henry Ash, who was emploved as
blacksmith to the bridge gang was returning from his work to
his camp across the bridge along some staging which was
erected in connection with the bridge, when he slipped, and fell
a distance of some eight feet on to the rocks below. Death was
instantaneous. A magisterial inquiry, held upon the following
day, resulted in a verdict of accidental death.

Maryborough Chronicle - 6th July, 1882,

On Monday last a shark measuring 6 feet in length and 27
inches round the jaws, was found stranded on the rocks at
Miva Bridge, on the Mary River near Gootchie. How this
marine monster found his way so far from his natural and briny
element, 60 miles or so abouve tidal water, is a mystery, but
there is no doubt he must have accomplished the journey up
the river al least two years ago, when the falls which abound in
the river between Yengarie and Gootchie were covered with
sufficient water to allow him a fair swim across. This theory is
borne out by the rumours which from time to time agitated the
dwellers on the banks of the Upper Mary, that a large shark
inhabited the deep water abouve Tiaro.

The second bridge met a similar fate to the first one. In
October 1882, the force of water and driftwood against it, lifted
the structure and canted it over onits side. The water then rose
higher and the bridge was swept away.

This letter to the Editor of the Maryborough Chronicle
shows the importance of this crossing to the landholders of the
Upper Mary.

Maryborough Chronicle - 28th October, 1882.
The Miva Bridge (To the Editor of the Chronicle)

Sir, - In the interest of a large number of your subscribers
residing this side of Miva, would you kindly use your usual
influence in the proper quarter in hopes the Government will
be induced to cause the re-consiruction of the late bridge, the
most of which has been washed away owing to the large
number of logs that accumulated about it, brought down by
the recent fresh. As matters stand at present all the settlers
from Miva to here are isolated, and how they are to get their
produce down and their supplies back from Maryborough,
their natural port, is a very grave guestion; indeed even traffic
for vehicles when the river is fordable will be impossible, owing
to the abrupt state of the approaches. Therefore it behoves all
the settlers in the Burnett, Wide Bay, and even the business
people of Maryborough (especially so as to prevent the traffic
from either going to Noosa or Gympie) to press on their
members while the House is in session to urge upon the
Government the necessity of re-construction, otherwise I fear
that between [wo stools we will fall to the ground, as the
Government may try and shirk the responsibility on the plea of
handing it over to the Tiaro Divisional Board, while the laiter
no matter how willing they may be to afford relief, have not the
means. The handing over of expensive works, erected an bad
principles, to a local body is scarcely fair. Had the bridge been
erected either abouve high water mark or on the low level
system, instead of the medium course, the country would have
saved a third expenditure. Should the latter principle be
adopted in the re-construction this time which would be by far
the cheaper and answer the same purpose, the establishing of
a toll-keeper with proper appliances to remouve accumulated
debris &c., in time of flood, and by charging reasonable fees
the proceeds of which would no doubt pay working expenses
and interest on the money spent, and especially that there is a
reserve of over 2000 acres at the crossing, the use of which to
the toll-keeper would be a consideration against salary.

M. Tansey.
Lower Burnett, Oct. 16, 1882.




By December when the water had subsided to the normal
level, it became evident that the piles had only been sunk two or
three feet info the river bed and were not secured with
concrete, A small portion of the structure remained attached to
the west bank, but the rest had been washed away.

Maryborough Chronicle, 13th December, 1882.

Mr W. Baynes, member for the Burnett, made a well-timed
effort ta get the bridge again re-buill for the convenience of that
large section of his constituents who use the Miva road as their
highway to port, buf was not successful. There is no doubt that
the present jord which was to be used in lieu of the bridge is
dangerous and not always practicable. After a little rain the
crossing is not fordable. A bridge for ordinary traffic is
absolutely necessary, and unless the Government adopt the
best course now open to them and make the projected railway
bridge available for vehicular traffic, some steps will have (o be
taken shortly to supply the place of the destroved Miva bridge.

Miva Crossing Bridge

At this stage it was thought that the Kilkivan Branch Railway
Line would leave the Main Line at Gootchie.

Maryborough Chronicle - 13th March, 1885.

Our attention has been called by a frequent traveller in that
district to the way in which the crossing or ford over the Mary
River at Miva has been constructed by the Tiaro Divisional
Board, it being of such a nature as to be positively dangerous

for traffic in rainy weather. The stream rushes over the centre
of the structure with such force that horses cannot get across
in even (hree feet of water, and its rapidity is due to the fact
that the water just before reaching the crossing has to puss
through a narrow gorge which concentrates its force. Three
persons quile recently had their horses washed from under
them, and all who use this road are of opinion that the old
natural crossing, running alongside the present ford, was a
great deal better and safer for traffic, but it cannot be used now
as the causeway acts as a dam, and throws the water back
over it o a depth of five feet. The Tiaro Board should certainly
give their attention to the matter or a serious accident will
happen sooner or later. It is evident that sufficient Jorethoughf
and caution, has not been exercised by those under whose
direction a dam has erected across a dangerous stream
instead of a bridge.

Fifty years passed before another bridge was constructed.

Blazing Track From Miva to Maryborough -
Newscutting

Mr J.H. Atherton, Miva Station writes:-

I desire to reply to the letter from Mr George MclLachlan
senior Biggenden, in the Marvborough “"Chronicle”, on
Tuesday March 22, 1938, whereby he states that he cleared
the frack and took the first load of provisions and grog to
Kilkivan in 1869. I consider Mr McLachlan was rather late on
the job, as my father, the late J. T. Atherton, bought a block of
couniry from Messrs. Anderson, Leslie and Mant, owners of
Gigoomgan, in 1861, which he named Miva Station.

One of my father’s earliest works was the clearing of the
track between Mva Station and Gootchie, also making a
crossing in the Mary River, which was the [irst stage of the
Journey to Maryborough, to which centre my father had to
make periodical journeys by bullock dray to obtain rations and
other necessary supplies, Before the present concrefe
causeway was construclted, two wooden bridges had been
built and both were washed aqway; then a wooden causeway
was built across the river, then later the present concrete one.
Mr Wm. Gesch, of Miva, and his brother, the late Mr August
Gesch, crossed the second bridge with two horse teams
loaded with wool from Boonara Station, which is near
Goomeri, en route to Maryboraugh, the day before the bridge
was washed away.

Jack Atherton crossing the Mary River - 1919,



MIVA BRIDGE OPENED

26. 31928,
IMPORTANT LINK ESTABLISHED

THE bridge over the Mary River at Miva Crossing,

which has been the subject of agitation by public
bodies and councils for a number of years, was officially
opened by the Commissioner for Main Roads (Mr. J. R.
Kemp) on Saturday. The bridge will constitute an impos-
tant link 1n communication between the South  Burnett
and other districts. including Gympie. There was a large
attendance of district residents and representatives of

public institutions.

Good arrangements hiul been made
hy a committee headed by  Mr, J,
Blackwell as president and NMr, H,
Hoolke as mecretavy. They hud the as-
sistance o a capable body of ladies,
W Mrs, Hooke as convener,

wue new bridge has a 1otial length
af 301 feet, consisting of two spans
each 60 feet, one centeal span of 70
feet, and two other spans. 25 and 23
1eet, the plers of one bring in lim-
ber, and those of the others in rejin-
fereed concrete. The foundations are
1ald down 40 feet below the river hed
On the western side, the app ~ach,
which huas been coxcavated from o
slde of a steep spur, has been con-
creted for a distance of 825 feet,
whilst il eastern approach has been
Leen dagult with similarly. hut not lov
Elﬁi great distance, as it is down a
il -

The Chairman of the Tiare Shire
Council (Cr. W. i, Currant) express-
ed pleasure al the presence of Mr,
Kemp., who had done practically all
he could for the Shire and was e
serving of the highest praise. Mr.
Kemp had promiscd to da move lov
them and this was good news. When
Mr. Kemp male o promise. he always
kept it,

HELPING LAND SETTLEMENT,

Mr. Kemp said that the large at-
tendance indicated that the bridge
was ol great importance. Works un-
der the provision of the Main Roads
Act were planned chiefly” to help land
selllement and thosze on the  land,
amd to establish inter-econnection b
tween impmtant ecentres. He thoughi
thut this bridge woull carry aul all ol
those functions,

LINK WITH WIESTERN DOWNS

Mr. Kemp said that so far as the
Mive Bridge was concerned, it had
been agitated tor over a long period.
It formed a direct link with the
Qouth Burnett amd alse an iniirect
link with the Cenltral Burnett, 1t also
gave a link right through to Chin-
chilla, on the Western Downs, and tho
road took an almost straight line he-
tween the North Coast railway und
Chinchilla, It was not long sinee they
had  started to build thar link., Be-

lore the work was commenced the
people of that district and the west-
rrn Downs were as foreign to  each
other as those in China and Japan.
Npw that they had the inter-connes-
tlagr and swere able to mingle togeth-
er, it would make a wonderful dif-
ference, This road also provided a
link with Dalby, Goondiwindi, Surat,
St. (leorge, Thargomindah and Cun-
namulla. In addition, there was the
cnnnection  between Nanango wilh
Tnowoomba. He had had nn hesita-
tion at all in vecommending this im-
nortant structure as  portion ol a
atr highway.

This particular road also illustrat-
ed the general policy of wying to
nyold duplication of transport roads,
(n the first place, it  wag taken
through the back country which gave
them the shocvtest posgible route. A
kood part of the Maryborough-Gym-
meroad had heen used and uat the
other end It would  link up with a
‘l;oud alveady under construction,

WOULD DEFY FLOQDS.

Mr. Kemp said thal Mivi Crossing
had for long been looked upon as
the bhlot on that particular road as
on some occasions it had been hlock-
&d for nine months in one year. When
It waw decided to erect the bridge,
lll-nvlalpn had been made for its use
for the whole of the year, and it was
oatimated that ft would not be wu-
fler water for more than two days a
yenr. He was given Lo understand
from the commission’s records htat
the 1893 flood was 50 feet higher than

‘@ prosent structure, but it was real-

il that a high level bridge to cope
With such a vise in the river would
have been very expensive and unwar-
ranted. The decking was 40  feet
ibave the normal level of the stream
Tho beight of the 1931 flood was
four teet over the level of the deck-
fI'.’ll‘ And that of the 1937 fiond, 19/feet.
n;': :ridse. which was 301 feet long,
foana elTﬂ carried down ta the vack
The : 1::15 for a distance of 40 feet,
provhi?;n re 8pan 70 feet wide would
The de ?h minimum of  obstrnction.
“ﬁbtfdoﬂr of the girders bl been
of mod B to a minimum by (he use

dern methods, such as a rein-

{:’;':ﬂ:uimcrete decking in combina-
8 say, b Bteel girders. He was proud

* 8L his own officers had been
¥4 888oclated with that impor-

‘Binsering development,

Mr. Kemp sald he understood” that
this was the third bridge erected on
thi® site, and there were no fears
that it would pbe washed away. It
woulit take something in the nature
of an earthquake to shift it, because
cach piey was designed (o stand a
push of 90 tons applied av deck level.
They Telt eevinin that that push was
well heyond the limit of anything that
miglit happen,

STOOD HEAVY TEST,

The  bridge  and  approaches  had
heen  huilt in association with lhe
Tinvro Shire Council, whieh had al
ways associated itsell  very closely
with main road work, and with wkich
body he had always  been able Lo
work with the greatest harmony. The
first. part of Lhe sub-structure had
heen carried out by day labowmr un-
der the supervision ol Mr, Reinhold.
It was then decided, owing Lo =sea-
sonal fliMiculties, to suspend the work
for 2 time, To place the steel and
concrete decking in position it was
tlecided,  in concurrence  wilth  the
Shire Council and Mr. Reinhold, that
the commission shouhl supervise thut
pirt of the work. He thanked those
vesponsible for the manner in which
the work had been earvied oul. The
hridge had been tested with « ten-
ton roller, and there had been a de-
Nection of only oue-eighth ol an inch
unier that™ lead.

In conclusion, Mr., Kemp sairl that
before the site was chosen an investi-
gittion had heen mile of quite a num-
ber ol position, including Dickabram,
and the present site had heen chosen
because it provided- the shortest
route, It was the original route in
the early days, and it had been e
cided 1o call it the Miva Briduee.,

Mrs, IKunst, senr., one of the old-
est rexidents of the district,  then
untied a ribbon which had been
siretched acrass the structure, and
the bridge was declared open amidst
cheers.

Responding, Mr, Kemp mentioned
that the bridge had rost €0645 and
the approaches soinething  under
£3000.

Duving the iy & refreshment stall
cawducted by (the Mivacbraneh of The
COWAL was well patronised,

MUNNA MEMS,

A sotial in aid of the Patriotio Funde was
beld in tbe Adventure Hall Issl Baturday wesk,
Ths weather was nice apa floe and a fair
orowd rolled up and everyone enjoyed them.
gelvea, * Moke Poke ¢! atill looking through
the window noticad .

J. and M. locking lonely; lbe girls not
biving Iada.

B. daucing atcut shout like a cat on bot
bricke,

Alice and Julius enjoyed the sandwicheg in
the corner. .

Eddis good with the Deborah iart,

Jack eaya be knaws who soribe ie; puess
again, lad,

Baosnas and eustard good &b 7d, dezen,

Hend bursiing wilb knowledge, oh Wal ?

Don't give the pin oushion away, Alick,
you might wanh it eome day,

Marlin jumped out of his collsr with tright
in the firat dance whon he noliced Pat sl \bhe
door.

Ellen says P.3, will make & pood duncer.

Jim knooking his head on the raltors,

Who coes & long way to a dance snd does
nok enjoy it,

Look out tor Scribe on ibe 5th November,




DICKABRAM BRIDGE

CONSTRUCTION

The first railway line in Queensland, from Ipswich to
Grandchester (Biggs Camp), was opened in 1865 by Governor
Bowen. The Government of the day had much trouble
justifying its spending on railway expansion and it wasn't until
James Nash advised he had discovered gold in Gympie that the
financial pressure eased somewhat. The discovery of gold ai
Charters Towers and Mount Morgan added fo the Treasury
coffers, and these areas in time began crying out for rail links. It
was 1875 when the line from Ipswich to Brisbane was opened,
though it terminated on the south bank of the Brisbane River,
so that northside passengers had to travel by boat or puni
across the river to catch the train. The Indooroopilly Rail
Bridge was opened in July 1876, and was washed away in the
1893 flood. It was replaced in 1895,

6th August 1881 was the opening day of the Gympie to
Maryborough line. The Official Party travelled by boat from
Brisbane to Maryborough for the occasion.

Surveys for new railway lines were approved by the
Gaovernment in October 1878, one of these being Maryborough
and Gayndah via Gootchie and Kilkivan, a distance of 100 miles
- estimated cost, £2,000. The political view of the day was “that
the railway must be extended by a branch through Miva to
Boonara, Boobyjan and Barambah and so penetrate Western
country to join North-South transcontinental”.

Mr R.D. Graham was approved as Survevor on the
‘Gayndah Trial Survey’ at a salary of £400 per annum and £200
per annum for camp equipment, on 7th January, 1879,

Mr H.C. Stanley was at that time Chief Engineer of Railways
for the Southern and Western Division, and is said to have
designed the first Indooreopilly Bridge which was quite like
Dickabram Bridge, but was all of steel. He is also accredited
with the designing of the Dickabram Bridge, and the second
Indooroopilly Bridge.

Train on bridge.

y 7 W Train on bridge
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On 141h February, 1879, Mr John M. Macrossan, who was at
that time Minister for Works and Mines (this portfolio had
changed from Works and Lands, though still included Railway)
requested the Chiefl Engineer, Mr H.C. Stanley to discontinue
the Gootchie to Gayndah survey, with a view to reduction of
staff. However by the time this information reached Mr
Graham, the surveyor, he had completed a substantial
distance of the survey. This survey commenced at Gootchie 32
miles south of Maryborough and included tests of the river
bank near the Miva Crossing Bridge.

Special train bound for Miva, 1983

In November 1881, Mr C.L. Depree re-examined the
previous route and examined alternate routes - one via Slaty
Creek leaving the Maryborough/Gympie line 40 miles south of
Maryborough, and others starting from Thompson’s Flat and
from Curra.

The Slaty Creek route was approved by Legislative Council
on 1st November, 1882, as it would effect a saving of about five
(5) miles in lenath of line to construct, and would afford as much
accommodation to settlement, existing and prospective, as the
route from Gootchie. The railway would encourage mineral
traffic from Kilkivan and Black Snake gold mines and
agricultural traffic.

Detailed surveys were commenced by Inspecting Surveyor
Mr George Phillips, in January 1883, including test borings to
select a site for the Kilkivan Railway Bridge.

Mr George Phillips was born at Burslem, Staffordshire,
England, 1843 and came to Australia in 1852. In 1865 he joined
the Queensland Lands Department as a Staff Surveyor, and
accompanied the late Mr William Landsborough on a private

expedition from Bowen Downs westward, in the course of
which the Western and Diamantina Rivers were discovered
and named. In 1878 Mr Phillips joined the Railway Department
as Inspecting Surveyor, in charge of all Railway Surveys in the
Southern Divisions, and retired from the Public Service in May
1886, to conduct a private business as Surveyor and Civil
Engineer.

In July 1883, Mr Stanley, Chief Engineer submitted
proposals to alter the design of the bridge.

“Ist. To adhere to the present design as regards the piers,
but increase the width between girders to 18 feet so as to
provide sufficient space for the road traffic. This would involve
longer transverse girders, as well as slightly increasing the
strength of the main girders. The whole space between the
girders would have to be close decked, while the timber
approaches would have to be widened proportionately. The
additional cost is estimated at £3,710.

“2nd. To construct the whole bridge as for a double line of
rails, but in the first place to utilize the additional width beyond
that required for the single line for the purpose of road traffic.
This would involve increasing the distance between the
cylinders in the present design for the piers and the alteration of
the bracing to suit. The superstructure would also have to be
strengthened proportionately to the extra width and load; the
timber approaches would also require to be widened as in the
previous case. The additional cost is estimated at £6,685.

“3rd. To adhere to present design, but extend transome
girders as cantilevers to carry a foot-bridge 4 feet wide. This
would of course only provide for foot traffic. The additional cost
of this is estimated at £1,115.”

Mr Stanley recommended the second proposal, and this was
adopted by the Commissioner of Railways.

A contract was signed on the 8th August, 1884, by
McDermott Owen and Co., Geelong, Victoria, with the job to
be completed by the 1st June, 1886. This contract included
several other bridges, drainage structures, formation and track
consisting of a total length of railway of 26 mile 35 chain and 2
links. The cost of the Dickabram Bridge was estimated at
£14,082.18s.3d.

Reference to McDermott was found in the Geelong
Advertiser 30.8.1881 when a tender by McDermott, McNeil
and Bath was accepted for construction of the Colac-
Camperdown Line. McDermott was a resident of Geelong and
had previously constructed the Ballarai-Gordon Line and
Jamestown (S.A.) Line. The Geelong Advertiser of 23rd
August, 1884, stated he was associated with Owen and was
said to have secured the contract at £114,000 for the
construction of the Kilkivan Branch Line in Queensland.

The following extracts from Maryborough Chronicles and
Gympie Times tell a little of the building of the line and the
bridge.

Maryborough Chronicle - 8th November, 1884,

The contractors for the Kilkivan railway are making
substantial progress with the work. The distance from the
Kanyan junction to the river, about 3% miles, is not only
cleared and pegged off, but most of the surface work is carried
out. The cuttings will, we understand, be done by sub-
contractors. The firm have it in contemplation to build a
temporary fimber bridge across the Mary River for the
conveyance of their material, and service in sinking the iron
cylinders. The permanent bridge site is alongside the farm of
Mr Gesch, who has established a hotel at the spot, and
furnishes excellent accommodation for man and horse.

Maryborough Chronicle - 29th January, 1885,

The iron cylinders for the Kilkivan Bridge are now arriving in
sections from England and being landed by various steamers.
A large number of the massive pieces are lying at present at the
Government wharves, and an inspection will give an idea of
the substantial structure that is to be erected across the Mary
River on the railway route to Kilkivan.

1885 & new Dubs F Loco was sold to McDermott and Owen
for ballasting on the Kilkivan Branch Line.



Maryborough Chronicle - 5th February, 1885.

The erection of the Kilkivan railway bridge at Miva is likely to
be delayed for a considerable time, not on account of any
short-comings on the part of the contractors, Messrs.
McDermott, Owen, and Co., who in fact are sufferers by the
delay - but due simply to the action of the Government in
accepting, for the sake of saving an imaginary féw pounds, a
foreign tender for the supply of the heavy castings for the
bridge eylinders, The suppliers, Messrs. Royce and Co., have
landed, without regard to assortment, a humber of cvlinder
segments by steamers or sailing vessels from England, but as
some of them have been fractured in transit, duplicates have to
be procured before the sound portions can be placed in
position. It will take a few months to procure these duplicates
Jrom England, - or probably from Belgium, and in the meantime
the completion of the Kilkivan railway is delayed to an extent
which is the more vexatious as we have foundries quite
capable of doing the work, existing in our midst.

Maryborough Chronicle - April, 1885,

WANTED, Fencers, Splitters, Squarers and Bridge
Carpenters, Apply to McDermott & Qwen, Contractors,
Kilkivan Branch Railway, Kanyan.

WANTED, First-class Horse Drivers for Railway Works.
Apply to McDermott and Quwen, Railway Contractars,
Dickabram.

WANTED, Pick and Shovel, and Hammer and Drill Men;
also, Ballast-fillers and Platelavers. Apply on the works to,
McDermott and QOuwen, Contractors, Dickabram near
Maryborough.

WANTED, Gangers; must be well used to rock-cutting and
ballasting. Apply on the works to McDermott and Owen,
Contractors, Dickabram near Marvborough.

Maryborough Chronicle - July, 1885.

WANTED, to Purchase a Six or Four Horse WAGGON.
Apply Messrs McDermott and Owen, Railway Contractors,
Dickabram P.O.

Marvborough Chronicle - 18th August, 1885.

Dickabram (from a correspondent) August 16.

Dickabram is now beginning to assume proportions, though
the name is not a universally liked one; but as somebody says
“What'’s in a name”. We are a community, and have our ups
and downs, and among the blessings that are supposed to
come down we would verily like to see the one of rain. The
ground is parched and dry, and the grass (where it is not burnf)
is in the serve and yellow leaf.

Our railway works are being pushed ahead rapidly. The
rails are all through into the contractors’ vard, and the road is
also ballasted, with the advantage that the contractor's
material is carried right through to the bridge works, a string of
14 trucks being on the contractors’ siding one day last week,
and it is confidently asserted here that the Government are
taking this first section of the line over and are going to erect a
temporary station here and run passenger and goods trains
through. The bridge across the Mary River is also assuming
gigantic proportions, and when finished will become one of the
shows of the district. The timber approach on one side is all but
finished; all the piles for the other approach are in their places,
and the cylinders are, with the assistance of men working
three shifts a day, fast sinking to the required depths.

We have had to record an exceptional chapter of accidents
recently, and we do not appear to have finished yet. On Friday
last one of the contractors’ horsemen named Clayton was
thrown from adray by a runaway horse, and has not been able
to work since. And on Sunday morning last a young man by
the name of Hooper, clerk for Coleman and Co., was out
shooting; when coming through a fence he carelessly drew the
gun by the barrel after him, with the result that the gun went
off, and he narrowly escaped a very serious injury and possibly
death, the charge entering the sleeve of his coat at the wrist
and coming out at the elbow, the charge blowing its way
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through the flesh of the arm; both sufferers have been attended
to by Mr T, McDermott, who is ever willing, and is often called
upon to give his valuable assistance.

The Good Templars are still in existence, and appear to be
working away. On Saturday last they opened a juvenile
branch of their society, which appeared to be well patronised.
There is to be a social meeting on Thursday night next, to
which ladies and gentlemen are invited by ticket. It is stated
that instead of building a hail for themseluves, they are going to
improve the school in which they meet; a very much more
laudable object, and one that will live in the memory of the
children.

In church matters we are making progress. The Reu. T.
Allnut, of Tiaro, in whose parish we are situated, having made
arrangements to visit us on the third Sunday in each month.
Last Sunday being his first visit, when the Rev. gentleman had
an accurnulation of work to get through, no less than seven
children awaiting baptism. A committee has been formed to
carry on church work, and the whole community appears to
be on the most amicable terms.

Maryborough Chronicle - 29th September, 1885.

Mr Curnow, the Commissioner for Railways, who arrived
here from Brisbane on Saturday, and proceeded by special
train to Gumpie on Sunday, returned to town vesterday, after
having made a careful inspection of the line, and also the
Kilkivan extension.

Maryborough Chronicle - 7th November, 1885.

One of the large iron piers at the Kilkivan rathway bridge has
been sunk to the required depth, the operation being
completed last week. The others are being put down as rapidly
as the rocky nature of the river bed will permit.

Maryborough Chronicle - 2nd January, 1886.

The first section of the Kilkivan railway from the junction io
Dickabram on the Mary River, was opened vesterday for
public traffic. The length of the section being very short, neither
our citizens nor any of the public bodies thought it worthwhile
to invest the occasion with ceremony, and it was therefore left
to the astute and genial contractors, Messrs. McDermott and
Quwen, to celebrate the opening with a mutual toast over their
mid-day lager.

Maryborough Chronicle - 13th February, 1886.

The massive iron railway bridge now being erected over the
Mary River on the Kilkivan line, is approaching completior.
The excellence of the workmanship of contractors, Messrs.
McDermott and QOwen, and the supervision by Mr.
Shuttleworth, is proved by the fact that the arduous job has
progressed so far without hitch or accident. All the iron piers
are in position and sunk to the permanent depth, Two of the
heavy iron girders were swung by massive shears inlo position
this week, and are now being fixed. At the present rate of
proaress the bridge will be ready in a few weeks to sustain the
passage of a train; when ballasting operations will be actively
cqrried out on the Kilkivan side.

Maryborough Chronicle - 16th February, 1886.

The fatal case of sunstroke at Dickabram transpires to have
been a fearfully sudden affair. The victim was Jas. Graham, a
married man aged between 45 and 50 years, who arrived from
Brisbane only a week since to enter the employment of Messrs
McDermott and Owen as foreman of platelayers. During the
great heat of Saturday afternoon Graham was superintending
the laying of rails, and on bending down low to look along a rail
was suddenly overcome and rolled ouver. It was at once
surmised that he was sunstruck, and the men around at once
carried Graham to the shower bath and applied cooling
remedies. In a very few minutes however, the ill-fated man
breathed his last. Mr W.C. Wilson, the nearest magistrate,
was sent for to hold an inguiry. Graham was a man of
considerable bulk, well built, but scarcely of the physique
calculated to withstand the ill-effects of tropical weather. The
sad event occurred on the raihway works close to the Kilkivan
railway bridge.



Maryborough Chronicle - 29th March, 1886.

The most critical operation in connection with the erection
of the Kilkivan railway bridge was most successfully
accomplished on Saturday. The contractors, Messrs
McDermott and Owen, having completed the rather extensive
approaches, sunk the cylinders, erected all but one span and
constructed the numerous pile piers with a substantiality and
finish which compels admiration, have now only to erect the
centre span of the iron structure, and the task of launching the
first girder of that span constituted the maost important feature
of the work. It may be explained that this firm have not, in this
insfance, followed the frequent but costly practice of first
erecting a temporary high-level timber bridge on which the
work in connection with the permanent structure would be
easily carried out, but have shown their practical skill in an
economising direction by using only a low-level temporary
bricge. The resull is that, the two outer spans and the
approaches of the bridge being completed, there remained the
cenitre span, an open gap of 120 feet between the piers, and
about 100 feet high, to be bridged with two iron girders
weighing twenty tons each. These massive pieces of ironwork
have been put together on the top of the bridge, and the work
of launching the first of them across the chasm was attempted
on Saturday.

On a strongly-built trolley running on rails laid on the
temporary low-level bridge, a substantial pillar of scaffolding
was erected 85 feet high, and this bore one end of the 20 ton
girder, while a smaller trolley on the top of the bridge bore the
other end. Perfectly calm weather was necessary for the
operation, and this being experienced on Saturday, the
frolleys were put into slow motion and the huge girder safely
guided in mid-air across the span until it safely reached its
destination, and the permanent connection of the bridge from
bank to bank was accomplished, rendering the feat of placing
the fellow girder also in position comparatively easy. The
operation was regarded as one of importance from an
engineering point of view; therefore, arrangements were made
to preserve an accurate record of the details. This was done by
Mr McGuire, phoiographer, who took several excellent
pictures showing the progress of the work. The photographs
also convey a good idea of the extensive character of the
bridge and the admirable workmanship of Messrs McDermott
and Owen. We may add that the superintending engineer
resident at the work on behalf of the Government, Mr H.
Shuttleworth, was also present, and shares in the honours
attached to this fine piece of work.

Gympie Times - Tuesday, 4th May, 1886.

Yesterday’s Chronicle reports that the Kilkivan railway
bridge over the Mary River having been finished was subjected
to the Government tests on Saturday, and successfully stood
them.

Maryborough Chronicle - August, 1886.

Mr H.C. Stanley, Chief Engineer of Railways left
Maryborough on Thursday for Rockhampton. During his
sojourn in this district he travelled over the various railway
warks now in progress. On the Kilkivan line, the special train
ran as far as the third crossing of Wide Bay Creek, within nine
miles of Kilkivan. Pending the completion of the line to its
objective point, in about three months time, a number of
settlers and timber-getters desire that the completed portion of
the line shall be open for traffic. This, we learn s not likely to be
conceded, as public traffic would impede the contractors in the
work of ballasting; but Mr Stanley proposes to meet the
difficulty as far as possible by permitting the ballast trains to
bring down timber and other loading on the return journeys,

Maryborough Chronicle - 8th December, 1886.

The Kilkivan Line (by our Special Reporter)

Now that the railway line to Kilkivan is open it will not be
inopportune fa once more give some descriplion of the route,
the resources the line will tap and the general features of the
district:-

This railway may be classed as one of the most important
factors of our progress towards a fuller development of this

rich district. The line will be found we think an important onein
every respect from a commercial point of view, and that it will
be a paying one no one can have a doubt who is cognisant of
the immense mineral and timber resources that it will open up.

The junction of the Kilkivan line with the Maryborough-
Gympie Railway is at a point in the immense Kanyan Scrub,
about 50 miles from Maryborough and half-a-mile above
Kanyan Station. The branch itself is 26 miles long, and its
course trends away westward. The track soon emerges from
the scrub along the edge for about three miles, the couniry on
the other side being well grassed forest land, till Dickabram,
three miles from the junction and on the banks of the Mary
River, is reached. The river is spanned by a fine massive iron
cylinder  high-level  bridge, a most creditable piece of
engineering skill. It has been constructed to allow of ordinary
vehicular traffic. Dickabram, the headquarters of the
contractors, Messrs. McDermott and Owen, presents every
appearance of becoming a closely settled and prosperous
locality, although the withdrawal of the large party of nauuies
who used to camp here has rendered the place rather dull.
There can be no doubt that large quantities of produce will be
sent away from the siding, as the banks of the Mary up and
down and on both sides are thickly studded with luxuriant
farms, and its pastoral prospects are nof to be gainsaid. A
short distance from the bridge on the oiher side of the river is
Miva Siding, which will be the outlet of a very rich agricultural
area that is even now largely planted with sugar, which will no
doubt be sent to market from this point of the line. Mr Wilson’s
extensive Binbirrim plantation lies not far from here, as also Mr
Atherton’s Miva Run. For several miles from this point the line
goes through a magnificent stretch of undulating and well
grassed country, which, at this time of the vear, is a treat to

" APPROACHES

Though the bridge was completed in May 1886, disputes
arose over whose responsibility the funding and building of the
road approaches should be, These disputes continued from
1884 till 1889.

In Octaber 1884 the Commissioner for Railways requested
the Under Secretary, Department of Lands to take the
necessary action re surveying a road to give access to the
bridge. The Lands Department replied in November of that
vear stating that if the Railways would make the necessary
arrangements, including survey and payment of compensation,
the Department would be happy to proclaim the road in the
usual way. There being no funds available for such a purpose,
the Lands Department was not prepared to bear the expense.

The Railways Department also declined to have anything to
do with the opening of a road unless it was a deviation for
railway purposes.

By December 1885, landholders began complaining to the
Commissioner that there was still no road between the Station
and the Bridge. In January 1886, when the [ands and Railway
Departments still could not agree, the Chief Engineer
suggested that the Tiaro Divisional Board be approached to
provide means of access to the bridge, at their own cost, for the
convenience of the road traffic.

The Clerk of the Divisional Board replied as follows:
“Sir,
| have the honour, by instruction, to call your attention to

an extraordinary omission on the part of the Government to
provide means of ingress to the traffic addition to the railway
bridge at Dickabram, and to Miva Railway Station, both being
situated on the Kilkivan Roadway.

In the first-mentioned instance, a bridge has been built
with facilities allowing ordinary vehicles and passengers to
cross the Mary River, but approaches and roads to the bridge
have been entirely omitted. As the land on both sides of the
river, and in both cases (outside the actual railway resumption)
is freehold, the survey of roads, as means of access, is left in the
hands of this Board, and the consequent compensation - a



serious item, owing to its magnitude - has to be deducted from
the revenue of this Board and at the expense of the whole
Division, the ratepayers whereof, | respectfully submit, are
taxed for the purpose of keeping in repair the necessary
existing roads, &c., and not for the actual purpose of the right
to possess such roads.

I am further instructed to inform you that, in connection
with this subject, application was made to the Registrar-
General’s Department asking for information respecting road
reservations in the freeholds in question. The reply received
was as extraordinary as unexpected - viz., that the Board would
have to appoint an agent in Brisbane to prosecute the search of
the requisite records, as it was against the rules of the said
Department to give the information requested “to the public.”

My Board are, therefore, of opinion -that the obvious
oversight of the Ralway Department in not resuming the
necessary roads has only to be placed before you to be
satisfactorily rectified, the more especially as the subject
brought under your notice is urgent and affects a very large
portion of this district.

[ have, &c.,
Henry A. Crank; Clerk.

The Honourable the Minister for Lands, Brisbane.

The Railway Department reacted thus -

“I note that the Lands Department are unable to take any
steps in connection with the opening of the road in question,
and that it is stated that the Divisional Board consider the same
unnecessary. The action of the Divisional Board in this matter
is certainly most unreasonable, for although I am not aware of
what led to the construction of this bridge as suitable for
combined road and railway traffic, | presume action in this
direction was originally taken in consequence of representa-
tions of the local authorities. As it is, the exira expenditure
incurred by the Department has been nearly seven thousand
pounds, and to this extent the cost of the railway has been
unnecessarily augmented for a work which now appears to be
useless.”

The landholders were approached re resumption of land for
the road. On the west side, Mr Hutchins refused to consider
further land resumption until the Government had made
suitable payment for land resumed by the Department for the
Kilkivan Railway, and threatened to close up all the fences until
a satisfactory conclusion was reached. On the east side, aroad
had been surveyed some years earlier, which ran along the
southern side of the line down to a river crossing between the
mouth of Slaty Creek, and the bridge. This road however was
not drawn on Mr Jenkins’ deeds, and he demanded
compensation for the 20 acres of land needed for the new road.

These disputes continued for another twelve months. The
Government stated that when the design of the bridge was
changed to accommodate road traffic, the Board had agreed to
open up a road leading over it.

The Divisional Board however disagreed.-

When no solution could be reached, the whole of the
correspondence was laid before the Minister for Lands. This
was to no avail as “he distinctly declined to take any action
towards opening, at some considerable cost, aroad to compete
with the railway. He disapproved of the bridge having been in
the first instance built to carry ordinary traffic as well as railway
tralfic, owing to the element of danger attendant on all such
constructions. Moreover, the Commissioner for Railways had
failed to come to terms with Mr Hutchins as to the amount of
compensation due to him, and if no road resumption could be
made until this claim was settled nothing further could be done
in the matter”,

By this stage the local people were totally frustrated by the
situation and prepared a petition which was forwarded to their
local member, Mr M, Mellor.

A copy of the letter and petition is on the following pages.

This petition was duly forwarded to the Commissioner for
Railways who replied “Until the Lands Department or
Divisional Board take action to provide the approaches, the
Minister is not favourable to expending any money from the
railway votes towards providing the roads of access”.

Following a letter from Mr Mellor in May 1887 to the
Department of Public Lands, this Department requested the
Surveyor-General fo commence surveys for the approach
roads, communicating with the Tiaro Divisional Board for
advice on the best route to follow.

The problem was still not solved as this letter to the Editor
relates:-

Maryborough Chronicle -

{(approx.) 10th October, 1888.

Correspandence. - The Dickabram Bridge

The first road approach to the bridge in question, being
about 1Y miles of road parallel to and outside of the railway
fence through Mr Jenkins' property was completed in March
last right up to the railway fence adjoining the bridge, and
within a couple of chains of the bridge itself. On the other side
aof the river (through Mr Hutchins’ property) the land being
even and nat requiring any preparation for traffic, is ready at a
moment's nolice to bear vehicular Iraffic to the bridge so soon
as the actual bridge approaches within the railway fence are
completed, a work which would perhaps involve 114 chains of
‘bank’ on either side of the river. Surely it cannot be expected
that a Divisional Board shall complete works of any kind
within a railway resumption fence! and yet this is the latest
phase of this much delaved work. The Commissioner for
Railways (since the question was put in the House) writes to
my board to the effect that his department “does not consider
that it should be called upon to incur any further expense with
regard to this work”.

Muv board has had a long and fedious argument with the
departments concerned relative to compensations for road
resumptions &c., in connection with this bridge, and have so
far saved the ratepayers’ money being expended upon warks,
&c., which were within the legitimate province of the
Government, and are still of opinion that “the officials whose
proper duly it is" to open the bridge for read traffic by
completing the actual approaches to the bridge within the
railway fence, are the Minister for Railways and his
Department. - I am, &c., Thos, H. Moffatt, Chairman Tiaro
Board.

Tiaro, 10th October, 1888.

It would appear that this item of local news marked the final
stage in the completion of the approach roads.

Marvborough Chronicle - 30th March, 1889,
Local News.

We are glad to learn by communication that the much vexed
question of the opening of the Dickabram Railway Bridge for
ordinary fraffic has been finaily settled at last. Mr M. Tansey,
of Lake View, interviewed the Minister for Railways on the
l4th instant relative to that subject, and having pointed out to
Mr Nelson the great inconvenience and pecuniary losses that
those stockowners residing between Miva, Kilkivan and the
Lower Burnett were subject to in flooded times when the Mary
River is known to be uncrossable for even months, thus
debarring them from sending their stock to their only
convenient markets, viz, Maryborough and Gympie, in-
stanced cases where fat stock had been purchased by Tiaro
butchers, and could not be delivered for three months owing to
the swollen state of the Mary River, thus causing heavy
pecuniary losses 1o both buyers and sellers. The Minister, after
carefully going into the matter, was of opinion that although
the Tiaro Board ought to contribute their quota, promised to
go on with the approaches at once, and would see that the
bridge would be opened for traffic as soon as possible, and that
at the expense of his department,

From 1904, the Tiaro Shire Council paid £20 per annum
towards the cost of maintenance of the bridge. This amount
increased to £30 in 1935.
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A huge protest meeting was held at Miva, and a delegation of
four was appointed to interview the Railways Commissioner
and stress the serious effect it would have, not only locally, but
in all surrounding districts. After hearing the submissions, the
Commissioner granted a short reprieve. The Shire Council
then pressed Main Roads to declare the whale of the Miva
Connection Road from the Tiaro-Kilkivan Road to the Bruce
Highway at Gunalda, a main road.

Four miles was already declared leaving eight miles to be
gazetted. This was agreed to, and as the new section included
the bridge, the problem was solved. The Main Roads
Department spend thousands of dollars annually on upkeep.

In later years the Railway Department claimed that this
amount fell short of the actual cost for the maintenance and
repairs of the road portion of the bridge.

In 1957 the Department contacted the Shire Council asking
them to pay £511 which was half the amount actually spent on
repairs in 1956. They also asked Council to pay £1,295, which
was the estimated cost of additional repairs to be carried out in
1957.

When Council advised the Railways they would not bear the
costs, the Railways threatened to stop all repair work on the
road section, and close it immediately it became dangerous.
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FLOODS

These newspaper reports tell of some experiences in various
floods that have occurred in the area.

1887 The Kilkivan line was washed away in three places and
water came within 15 feet of the decking of the
Dickabram Bridge.

1893 The Kilkivan train yesterday was blocked by floods at
Wide Bay Creek Bridge and had 1o return to
Maryborough. [t was reported that the Dickabram
Bridge weathered the storm but the approaches on both
sides had gone, The Kilkivan line is stiil impassable due
to damage to the Dickabram Bridge approaches. Traffic
will be resumed by 1/3/1893.

Maryborough Chronicle - 13th February, 1893.
{Gunalda) (from our own Correspondent) February 11.

More rain, and starting under the same conditions as before
the great flood of last week, high winds often blowing with
hurricane force, and last night exceptionally strong, so much
sa that the house fairly trembled, and as Iay on my bed every
minute | expected the roof, if not the whole house fo go; the
rain also was very heawy. As it has been raining for the past 36
hours more or less heavy, and very little prospect of clearing, 1
am afraid we are in for another rise in the rwer, if not a second
flood. Goadness knows what will be the result if such is the
case, as many are out of provisions now, through not having
got their monthly supplies from Marvborough before the flood.
They are not in a position to go to Gyumpie and pay cash for
stares, | could fill a column or two were [ fo nanie all losers by
the late disasfrous flood. The worst case | know is that of F.
Hansen; this is the third time he has come off second best with
floods, but this time he has lost his all - barn, house, and allinit;
though to be safe, as he thought, he had fastened all he
possibly could in the roof of his house, as no previous flood had
done more than take his crops, but this one has swept
everything away. Gesch, of Miva, is another heavy loser. The
Dickabram Bridge weathered the storm, bul the approuaches
on both sides have gone, and all the roadway from the bridge
to the gatehouse on the M. and G. road, so I have been told ;
the people in that gatehouse had to clear out, and in the hurry
of doing so, the awner left his money behind him. Luckily a
yvoung man (Charles Dakin) swam in to the house and got it
safely out.

- Never were papers looked for so anxiously as during the six
days we were cut off from communication with your town,
rumours of all descriptions were current, many of which, [am
sarry to say, turned oul correct; one we hope vet to hear is not
true, but I think it best not to mention the name in connection
therewith.

With respect to our local election the returning officer should
do as others have done - give another week’s grace - as he
must be well aware that many ratepayers have not got their
voting papers, through the mails not getting to their
destinations regularly. This would not have been the case had
mare despatch been given to get the ballot papers out after the
nomination,

How was it that you did not publish Mr George Lindley’s
name among the new batch of J.P.'s as he is appointed to that
pasition, and will take his oath of allegiance shortly. Talking of
taking this oath, who 1sit, Mr Editor, who gets the £2 2s fee? If it
goes to the Government, nowonder they appoint so many at a
time, it's a very simple way of raising the wind certainly.
Later

Floods up again on all the flats, creeks overflowing; no signs
of rain stopping.

b3 % * * »* * * R 4 * * *
In one of the big floods of the late 1800's, hundreds of
cedar logs were left stranded on the flats a mile or so below the

bridge. Teamsters spent weeks hauling them away. Eventually
many were burnt.

* * * L * * * * * *

Army ducks.
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Flood

1955,




Flood ar Saurnill Bridge.

Fload

River level gauge. 1955,
Flood waters
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MILLIMETRES OF RAIN
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MONTHLY RAINFALL READINGS AT MIVA

1819/1956

STATE SCHOOL
THEEBINE 4570

MONTHS OF THE YEAR
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PEAK FLOOD HEIGHTS RECORDED

STATE SCHOOL

STATION - MIVA THEEBINE 4570
DATE TIME GagggEgT. DATE  |TIME GﬁgggEgT: DATE | TIME GAagﬁngg'
04.02.93 23.08 16.03.37 15.46 12.06.58 | 0300 | 15.29
11.01.98 20.11 21.01.38 | 1645- 19.02.59 | 1630 11,50
08.03.98 19.20° 2145 E o 15.11.59 | 1700 | 12.09
17.01.13 9.14 28.05.38 1;38' . 03.01.63 | 0500 | 10.31
03.04.13 7.92 78,6339 | wico - 13.01.63| 0530 | 13.38
30.04.14 7.01 = o2 | L S 18.03.63 | 2430 | 14.91
12.02.15 10.66 0242 | 1330 e 29.03.64 | 1800 8.28
23.01.18 10. 44 2.0, | wignt | 10.51 | 28.06.65 | 0500 7.21
31.01.18 10.97 S i -~ 21.07.65 | 0430 7.92
07.01.20 8.53 S Tie e 30.01.67 | 1630 9.70
08.04.21 10.97 13.02.47 | 0s00 Il %x.78 31.01.67| 0600 | 10.00
23.02.25 7.62 01.03.47 - 01.02.67 | 0200 | 10.61
13.03.25 10.36 - e 12.06.67 | 1100 | 13.64
22.06.25 12.16 S - 11.01.68 | 2300 | 18.92
17.12.26 w3z | R
€l Oll il s 10.12.47 6.09 .
&%, o8 B 12.49 31.01.70 | 1100 9.19
02.04.27 A il (L 10.12.70 | 0200 | 8.02
s I i e IR el P e
o (5.8 _— e 1o o o 02.02.71 | 1730 | 12.26
S OmmE ST oooeol 1910 | 1066 04.02.71 | 2400 | 14.55
50 172 G 16.76 o1 s 20| 1e0 | 16 20.12.71 | 1300 | 15.03
Sl 432 onso| ogus | m.se || o oore] 132 | TS
20.01.29 11.27 o100 | 1200 | 10.01 20.02.72| 1800 | 10.13
13.02.29 6.09 oner | son | 16se 04.04.72| 1300 | 14.52
05.04.29 12,72 s o 20.02.73 | 0400 7.64
3.54.29 9. 44 e o 09.07.73 ] 1315 | 18.33
(e e Rl 12.02.54 | 0615 14.27 22:01- T4 | 0300 o
02.02.30 0:93 22.02.54 | 1630 9.37 o T
e i 14.07.54 | 0800 15.92 20174 1300 20-50
02.06.30 8.53 v 03ee | 000 | 2100 14.03.74 | 1000 | 13.05
aomiiml 10.36 oo | oo | v2ne 21.01.76 | 0600 | 14.94
06.02.31 Night 16.15 27.05.55 | osoo | 10.92 180258570 | k1 0 8720
24.02.31 | Nignt 777 | amss | osoo | 1a.se || o376 0900 | .22
30.12.33 1900 7.92 13.03.56 | 0200 18.31 22'2?';6 o el
02.02.34 2430 10.97 2505560 caoo | 13.33 -01.81 | 1700 6.38
23.12.34 2100 12.80 26.06.56 | Wight - 24.01.82) 0900 | 10.00
05.04.34 0630 6.85 04.03.82 | 0600 k22
24.03.36 | 1900 6.78 23:12.561 0815 1 1225 | 16.03.82| 0730 | 9.60
22.02.58 | 0400 9.55
15.04.58 | 0900 8.45 J
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- ray
MIVA

The main topic ror the bast
tew days has heen the wet wei-
tt.er and all the circumstances il
has brought with It. Afier the
heavy rain on Monday cverynne
on the river expected o good
fresh but few antleipaterd that
1,e flood waters would rei:ch pver
49 feet and praove Lhe hlzhest rise
for maiy years., Miva had 702
peints rain during this wet period
and a total of 1560 points tor
February. During the last couple
of yeurs it hias been naliceable
that iu vyclonie dis nrbances the
rail has  heen heavier in  the
lower mid-reaches of the rviver
and bas travelled up-stream al-
lewing local waters to Ket Hway
before water from beyvond Gym-
pie got here. This Hme the
he falls were al the head of
ihe—aver and actually (e] belore
local areas had the heavy rain
it camed a0 bigger ris . than
exrected. This flood treat»d al-
nmost dveryone alike and erc
is hardly a crop of any aind
left 1y this district. Maize =l
pumplin craps in all Stages ad”
lasst, The winter crop of potutoe:
will be ®almost nil and uas the
vater is remaining al it high
level for # long period and mom
lucerne crops are well under
water, it ig feared that ma’y
patches will be wiped out. Prac
Jcally all voads in this area Lo
Gympie and Marybaorouzh were
bloclted, The big railway anil
traffic bridse over the Mary
tere remains - the only o..die
above witer on the whole ol
the Mary Rlver, but cars were
blocked by smaller stlreims in
all directizns. All bridges are
atill well under on the Munia
Creek though it was never high
hie time in comparison to the
M Dinner Creek on the main
o8 from the Turnett has held
up all trafie i1 that divection
iootchie Creek has stopped any-
one getting thvouph o Mary
toranzh and the Miva Crossing
Bridge is still well undeyr waler.
Towards Gympie the maiy hold
1p has agaln been the jgw cven-
ent CIrossing o1 Thomnpson's
Rat. While no serious mishaps
have been reported owing. to
‘he floods, several minay events
Irave occurred. One cvir comiug
irom Longreach went {110 Din-
ner Creek and oould nnr get
through. The driver mauaged to
2et sately to the bank and wenl
to Messrs. Ormes Bros. for as-
sistance. The car was dragged
out sately and the ow iler had to
spend the next few days clean-
Ing the engine before he could
proceed, Since then several other
cars bave been stopped In thly
J"‘;*ﬁ;nt got out without golig

or o

While ferrylng a partion of his
‘ream across the wide expanse
7 backwatler near the rallway
station, Mr, N. Nahrung's boat
spranz a leak and sank, and two
s voataining 14 gallons ol
“ream wenl to the bottom. Rall
way workmen, secing the trouble.
went to his assistance and Mr.

W. Rose managed to locale both
ranyg i 9FG ol water. ‘I'he cans
were 201 brought to the sur-
tace and as the lids had re-
mained secuvely lastencd Lhere
appedred to be little damage
done.

1
MIVA

Practleally all tie tlood wat.
ers have now disinpearwd, but |t
will be a loux tiue bhefore the
destruction the wuterr caused hag
been fixed-up. [0 nost cuases big
deposits o silt ind mud  have
been left on (he larms and fats,
which will no  doubt eventually
enrich the soil.  Other tarmers
have, however,  had permatient
daniage done, as (reshly plough-
ed land has  Dbeen washed  com-
pletely away anud either the Jarms
will have to be abanuoned or a
fresh start made o plough up Lhe
sub-svil. 1L is a long time also
gince such daage has been done
to the river and Muoung  Creek
banks. Big lundslides  can be
geen everywhere and the river
bed is huardly recognisuble in
places.  Fortnnately  since e
flood went dovwn heavy showers
have fallen and washed o lot of
the dirty mud off  grass  and
lucerne,  and may  help rowth
where the water had not stuyved
on too long  The showers also
lessened 1he stench that alwayvs
fullows the 1loods. Shower: have
lallen almost daily during March
but only 133 points have been re.
gistered so lar.

v f= 49
MIVA

(From Our Correspondent)

Crops were ruined, .tanks,
homes, and outhuildings
damaged in a quarter-hour
fall of hen's eggsized hail
at Miva at about 4 p.an, last
Sunday.

Miulze and pumpkia craps were
rined on several Faones and other
crons, whivh had survived 1he re-
ceml flond mias, were damuaged.
e hait =liced throngh o doent.
el anlyanised rom and lihno
ronf~ of houses and perforniwl
shed huildimes, Manv eattle hagd
lamps of Lhide torn off by the hafl,

The Wil aected an aven ex-
tonding from the ruilwiv siation
dnv iy the river For about three
nmiles. I was (ollowed by annther
starm aecompanied Ly sinall hail
aced g linnle rain.

The district is now  experien:
ring 1ynical  <ammer  weathor,
The v as a rnte nre dey and
bnt. Thoneh & lirge numher of
rthunderstorms have been experi-
enced in this loeality, viery Hitle
vain hag fallen here, and most
regidents would weleome o good
shower o lay the dust and help
toovollen the hard grouwd surle ece
st hae existed ever since the
veeent llond rains.

Porato  dizging is still in fnll
swing  among the (armerz wha
ascaped the fiood. hut the market
~eams over) applied all the time
and anly simall quantitles can he
eniledd. Some varietiex are hadly
hit by blight and the losses :re
henvy

1948

RECORD RAINFALL FOR
24 HOURS AT MIVA

E registration of 1427 paints at Miva from 9 a.m. Thursday to
9 a.m. Friday last week was the largest 24 hour official record
dace 1898, according fo the Government Gauge Reader in the dis-

triet, Mr. A, Nahrung.

He report. thul the deluge has
nllﬂ’ tercitie. dlomage thraugh-
out he disirlet © Big  areas of

1gloes,  mest  reully hig,
nage been ot as well as the
tate mulzg “cranps,

Lue= 1o Lo the distrier’s bl
stpr 0y, ave und e water, and
o winter Ladier erops have been
rained.  Fhe concl vrass Nats on
the rives and orveks will be of
no use for winter leoching, o they
are covetedl awith  nl.

Heedly oo road m the di trict
to Mt to wee and a Lape number
of uridpes and culvierts have been
washed  away,

Mr.  Nalame reports that a
tolal af 202l puind lell i the
distrlel om 4 e April 28 1o
May 1. In sy howr. en Apuil
9, from 3 poan. to 0 . 11 inches
tuh. amd o the 20 hoars from
[}

] Aprtl 29 ta shat hour on
Ap) £ 12T paants were re-
eorded,

Four miles  away in Munna
Crezk section af Miva, 1538 pointt
foll in 23 houes un Tlan alay and
g tolal of “2 mehes was roeardeo
for the thiee rainy doys.

24

LANDS SUBMERGED
Mars river  was g ozerd

level at 3 pam. on Aprit 29, but
by @ p.n. had risen 14 [( 3 ins.
and at 6 a.m, next morning 1t
had reached a heizht ol 33 1t o
ins, and was [nsl submergng ihe
elech farm Jands on its baeks.

risc was caused almoal

entirely Ly loeal waier and Lardly
any raln had ! th:t time (atlen
I8 miles up the river in the
direction of Gympic.

At 4 pm. on Friday and later
Ihq lowns hipher up the viver
reverded ol?'lly a small fall in ¢mn-

"R Ahat u. Mivia, Even

Q,‘O‘_\yl:.-. u:ur'yi'-frrek‘ a big feeder

L AbOveY - Q. rose only LHIL,
sad had “Tiltle  Dearing  on Lhe

tmal rise In he river.
Al -Tiaro the full force of the
lva; district¥ foccling: wis foll
9 al one stage ih nlay M

seven feet in o hinar,
*ﬁ-ﬂo( the Mary's hiogest -

Munna C:

o

R, wiiieh v

"CW miles b('it:\.\- thee Miva

ed very qulictiy, Qoo

MEM the water 1o o a0
d oo and
Mached a hejch; of 55
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FLOOD DESOLATION

CIN MIVA

BISTRICT

HE Mary River at Miva reached its peak at daylight on
Tuesday, March 29, st 66’ %", or 4’ 6” below the 1893
level, according to Mr, Alex Nahrung.

In a veport on condittuns at
Miva which was out of com-
munication with Maryborongis,
Mr. Nahrung said t(hal  Munna
Creek rose Lo 62 feet, almost the
same as 62 yenrs ngo.

In 1898 the Nlood height
Miva was 00° G”. The v
registration at Miva as a resolt
of ‘“Bertha's” activities wus
1468 paints, Mr, Nahrung re-
ported terrific wind on (the
Sunday and e rviver rose ql
one stage at the cate of 420 un
hour,

The big bridge ot NMiva  was
33" out of the waler, but the
Kingaroy railwav ling wis cut

in five places by water "f te
10 feet deep. £

Mr. Nahrung added:  “Th»
river has lef' a “scenc of de-
solation  everywhére — huue
landslides, more than hall the
trees on the bank uproote !,
acres of farm land either
swept bare of soil ur coverel
in feet of sand: miles of fencing
gone; cattle and pigs drowned
in dozens of places.

“Two homes were parlly sun-
merged, another cvacuated :inl
for miles and miles theie is no
grass, only a slimy, smelly
mess,"”

Official River Level Readers

1913-1918 M. Whittaker
1918-1920 A.J. French
1920-1925 A. Wynne
1925- P. Burley
1925-1926 J.W. Smith
1926-1929 A.D. Mullins
1927- J. Donchue
1929-1941 A. Edmonds
1934- A.J. Jose
1941-1963 A.W. Nahrung
1956- S.G. Ballard
1963-date W.E. Nahrung

River height information is available from 1893, however no
data is available on river level readers prior to 1913,

Official Rainfall Recorders -

19071912 G.W. Nahrung
1912-1919 M. Whittaker
1916- G.W. Cadsby
1916- F. Buising
1919-1920 A.J. French
1920-1921 A, Wynne
1921-1925 P. Burley
1925- J.W. Smith
1925-1928 A.D. Mullins
1927. J. Donohue
1928- D. Wall
1928-1943 A. Edmonds
1929- J.W. Thompson
1934- A.J. Jose
1940-1941 A.W. Nahrung
1943-1945 J. Reid
1945-1951 J.A. Kurth
19511955 L.E. Urqubart
1955- R. Wilson
1955- A W. Nahrung
1956- B.J. Hibberd
1955-1957 J.M. Radel
1957-1961 A.W. Nahrung
1961-1975 W.E. Nahrung

Many of the above rainfall observers recorded data for only
short periods e.g. 1 month. There, the dates shown are based
on the year in which they recorded only. The rainfall station
was closed at Miva in 1975, and rainfall information is provided

by the River Height Observer.
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Big Hail At Miva 1‘I+-1 R

Writing [urther about the hall
storm which damaged craps and
puildings and tuvre hide fram
cattle at Miva on November 13,
our correspojdent there states he
has heard of one piece of hail
measured by three men to bhe
over i} inches in diameter. An-
other hailstune was eight {nches
i circumterence, Fortunately he
dds, most of the hail was round
in  shape but several jugged
pieces Iell und this may have
uused the dumage to roofing
iron. He writes lurther that he
has seen one oot with an aver
we af ahout thr e holes 10 each
sheel of iron. The holes are gen.
erilly abouwt an ineh long and
halt an inch wide but a lot have
a thin =plit up to three inches
long,

Newscutting - 1919.

The weather continues as dry as ever, the storms which
gave so much promise having passed over without yielding a
single point of rain. The heat of the last few weeks has been
intense and on Sunday, December 14th, the thermometer
registered 108 in the shade. Bush fires, due in maost cases to
sparks from the engines, are raging all over the district,
causing selectors great anxiety, for once started one never
knows when they will stop. The burning timber sends sparks in
every direction and a constant watch has to be kept. In one
case a spark set the grass on fire fully half a mile away. Well
sinking is all the rage and residents are meeting with various
fortunes or misfortunes in their search for water, The river is
still falling, but manages to just trickle along. About six inches
of rain would be the most acceptable Christmas gift we could
imagine.




MIVA
BUSINESS ENTERPRISES and FACILITIES

DICKABRAM TOWNSHIP
OF THE 1880’s

Quote from “A Century of Settlement” 1859-1959

"The name Dickabram” is aboriginal and its meaning is

obscure. Mr J. Atherton was told by the aboriginals that its

name should be ‘Dickaninnim’ and 1t is understood this is the
aboriginal word for ‘vam’.”

It appears Dickabram was a thriving township when the
Bridge was being constructed. A Post Office operated from
December 1884 till October 1886. There was a hotel owned by
Mr August Gesch and two shanties, one on each side of the
river, Some of the slabs from Mr Gesch’s Hotel are now part of
the Miva Shop’s produce shed, and Don Nahrung’s pig sty
shed. It is understood this hotel continued well after the bridge
was completed.
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Slabs from Gesch's Hotel

The following Maryborough Chronicle article tells of the
ratepayers’ feelings about the local public houses.

Marvborough Chronicle - 18th August, 1886;

Our Dickabram correspondent writes: A public meeting of
ratepayers and others was held in the school-room,
Dickabram, on Monday evening last, presided over by Mr K.
Nahrung, of Mount Pleasant farm, a good muster of
ratepayers being present. The first resolution was proposed by
Mr Smith - “That it is undesirable that any more new
public-house licenses should be granted in the police district of
Tiaro for the next two vears.” The resolution was seconded by
Mr Dakin and carried unanimously. A second resolution was
proposed by Mr Dakin and carried unanimously:- “That the
different parts of the district be communicated with, with a
view fto obtaining the support of the whole district. Mr K.
Nahrung was unanimously elected Secretary, and will be glad
to forward sheets for signature to anyone willing to subscribe
their names. The meeting, a very enthusiastic one, was closed
with a vote of thanks to the Chairman and the School
Committee, for the use of the school-room.

The Gesch family also owned a blacksmith shop, a general
store and a butcher shop. Another butcher shop was owned by
Tom Gavney,

Reid, Ward and Reid, who had opened a drapery business in
Maryborough in December 1882, had a store at Dickabram, [t
is assumed it would have carried similar lines to the
Maryborough one.
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Queenslander 29th May, 1886:

The township adjoining the bridge is now inhabited by about
fifty people, and is called Dickabram. There are a few stores
and no less than three public-houses - a licensing extravagance
that the Tiaro Board ought to be ashamed of. Law and order
have always been well maintained, the only troubles arising
being occasioned by some union men who refused to work
with non-union men. Some little diplomacy by the “bosses”
was needed, and things went on all right; but, as may be easily
imagined, they do not possess a particularly fervent affection
for the union at present.

With the departure of the railway gangs, Dickabram
Township ceased to be, and thence became a railway siding for
the seitlers on the east bank to despatch and collect goods.

The earliest recollection of Dickabram Siding is of four
saplings with a tarpaulin wrapped round them on three sides,
open to the railway line on the fourth side and only a yard or so
from the track. There was no raised embankment which made
loading quite difficult. The roof was also a tarp.
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Dickabram Siding, now restored.

A timber structure with slatted floor and internal walls,
narrow slatted external walls, and iron roof was built on an
embankment probably in the 1920s a few yards closer to the
river than the original one. The slatted design was used in sheds
to create a draught to cool the cans of cream. This structure
remained, apart from having its roof blown off in a storm and
having a slightly different one replacing it. This siding was used
almost salely by the Lipsett and Jenkins families. It was
removed in 1985.

The produce sent from the siding was varied and included
hides, poulitry, eags, peas, beans, corn, tomatoes, english
potatoes, sweet potatoes, pumpkins, beetroot, turmips, chalff
and cream. Cream was sent to Gympie or Maryborough by rail
motor, Hundreds, probably thousands of bags of chaff were
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sent from there. In January of 1939, 500 bags were loaded.
There were many wild dashes across the flats as the train left
Miva. Fortunately it was often late and so on dark nights it was
stopped by waving a lighted lantern.

To Dickabram came bread, meat, seed potatoes, meal,
casks of molasses, etc., as well as the timber required over the
years to repair the bridge.

From Dickabram too went train and rail motor passengers -
they were able to buy their tickets at Theebine. Mr Palfrey
recalled the Ogilvie family staying at Gesch's Hotel in the late
1880’s and catching trains from Dickabram.

Two lads from Maryborough, employed by Mr E.
Lipsett, were sent to Dickabram in the evening fo load produce
which had been taken there during the day. Before the train
was due they rode over to Miva, but on the way back the
‘Bridge Ghost’ appeared before them. Their horses bolted and
the startled men left the produce unloaded.

‘Dickabram’ was suggested to be a combination of the
Christian names of Dick Lipsett and Abraham Jenkins,

SUGAR MILL

Newscutting - 1948

Miva Can Grow Cane - The Gympie district is not
recognised as a large praducer of sugar cane, but that it can,
grow cane of a phenomenal size is indicated by several
samples brought into the city by a farmer yesterday. Grown by
Mr J. Dawe, of Miua, each of the three sample sticks is over ten
feet in length, the tallest measuring 10ft 4ins. Circum)‘erenceof
each stalk is approximately seven inches. When growing and
with foliage on the top, each of the samples was about 13 ,feer
in height. Mr Dawe has several acres of cane of this type - (1900
seedling variety) - under cultivation at his property. It is
estimated that the yield will be in the vicinity of 80 fons to the
acre - nearly twice that of ordinary cane. Not only does the
Miva district produce phenomenal sugar cane. A sheaf of oats,
grown by Ormes Brothers, of Miva, which was also brought
into the city vesterday, measured 5ft 8ins. in height. Of the
Algerian variety, the oats grew without the aid of irrigation.

The following extracts from ‘A Century of Séttlement’ 1859
1959 tell of the sugar industry in the district,

Samuel Johnston at first engaged in general farming, but in
the late '70's he commenced cane-growing and purchased a
crushing mill which was erected and operated by Mr Brooker,
an engineer. In the early 1880’s when the railway line from
Gympie to Marvborough was opened, a station was provided
at Kanyan, principally to take brown sugar from Mr
Johnston's mill. The Crossing ouer the river is still known as
“Johnston’s Crossing”. Mr Johnston, like all other sugar-
growers of the time, employed kanaka labour on his
plantation. On the 8th August, 1882, Mr Johnston died as the
result of an unfortunate accident at his mill and the Miva
District lost an enterprising and public-spirited pioneer. The
property was sold to Mr W. C. Wilson and the family moved to
Maryborough where some of its members still live,

Mr Wison made the mill (which had previously
manufactured only brown sugar) into a refinery. He imported
centrifugals and vacuum pans from England to make white
sugar. But floods ruined the cane crops and in 1896 the mill
was sold to a civil engineer named John Wilson - na relation to
Mr W. C. Wilson. John Wilson renouvated the mill and set it up
near the Miva-Munna road but after a few vears he too gave up
the venture, and the growing of sugar-cane was abandoned.



May 29, 1886.]

To get from Dickabram to the first of the
Mary River settioments M in
for the equestrian to f & rond very
#th in the ébape of a horacsbse, the railway
line running up the middle thereof. I had got
throe parta of my journey, and had but a

addock intervening betwecn mysell and a
ﬁttle village settler:~nt on the river aide, when
X

“was stopped by the fact of the sliprail
being .barred by a piece of iron fixed
with staples running down from the
top of the posi, wso that one conld

not take the sliprails out. A notice also was
appended threathening prosecution “to tres-
ers, Anthe tracks on the road were very
h_this seemed a very recent proceeding.
An excursion on foot to the hotel, which
formed part of the =cttlement, was of no avail,
the key of the padloclk which fastened the iron
being possessed by someond who lived at o
distanco, It was n very hot day, and my
aticnoe had pretty well gonesto nothing by
Fha time I had returned to the obnoxious
gliprail, and after a short argument with a
pioce of heavy wood the iron was knocked ou
and I passed through on my rather troubled
way. From the case with which 1 sccom-
lished the performance it appeared to have
Eeén done protty often before.

Passing & few heuses T came finally to the
Binberrim Sugar Plantation, one of many that
are sitnated on the river betwesn that place
and Maryborough, from which place it is dis-
tant about thirty-Cve miles by road, Hera
are 150 acres under cane, mostly raphoe, a
black hardy kind, that is famed all over
Australia s the best sort to stand the frosts,
There are also acres in pasture. The
dwelling-hounse, a protty flower-covered place,
gtands on the brow of the hill, command-
ing & very fine view of the country on both
sides of tha river which is hidden among the
thickly-clothed banks,

Far away abead th- Kanyan Range gives a de-
cidedly romantic aspect to the scene, dotted ag
it is with settler's houses and farms at the foot.
In the . foreground, surtounded with the ripe

n sugarcane, almoat ready for entting, stoud
the mill, with its reil brick chimney and gal-
vanised iron roof. Although everything looked
bright and fair cnongh, Mr., Wilson, the
owner, informed me that rain was verﬁ much
needed within the ensuing fortnight. He had
been at work erecling s new G-horse gower
engine inside the mill for the purpose of turn-

ing the centrifugal machine in which the sugar
~ {s peparated from the molasses. The machine
hitherto used bad hren a big 12.horse power
that pumps the air from the vacuum psn, and
oming it only for t;i‘xz‘f:an u meant s waste

4

much labour &y he s required. inr

‘s startling “comnisntary on the suppczed
brutality of the planters as exemplified in the
high rate of mortality among  kanakas,
and by tho findings of the immaculate
commission, tostate that no death has cver
yet ocenrred on the Rinberrim plantation ;
and what is more no boys have been sent to
the Maryborough Hoapital from thence, A
little amateur nursing is all that is required,
and when the brutalities of a Government
hoapital are experienced hy the kanaka fatalists,
it almost always rvesults in_death. The
firmae who send their sick to the District Hospi-
tal have a mortality of 10 per cent among their
men, while in this case, which may be taken
ps one.of many, the pfanter has proved the
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better physicisn, and the plantation has had
n uverage of thirty-five men upon it for the
t three years.

: Mpeakiug of the sugar industry genorally my
hm{m:nid that he was rot one of those un-
réwsonable beings who charged the (rovernment

ih the low price of sugar, which wag a
m that must work its own remedy by-and-
by. He had sold his first sugar at £32 per
ton, now he made tip-top white sugar for
£X); in fact it had dropgcd on an aversge
£16 » ton within the last three or four years.
In his opinion over- nction was the caunse of
the low price, and he quoted cases in which
Quoenaland sugar had Leen taken to Chins,
refined thare, and brought back and sold in
Austraiis, the whole passage and expeoscs
coming out of £10 per ton. There was also a
strong competition from Manvitius. Speakingof
the orop, which he anticipated wouold be & {airly
good one, he mid that he hoped for a yleld of
nenﬂg two tons Per aore, fifteen tons of cane
would make & 'ton of sugar. Formerly it
took , seventeen or eighteen tons to make
this, but improved machinery had mado
the diiferences, But, of course, there
were plantations where old wornout machinery
was in use, and which were situsted at some
distsnce from tho market, and he could not
vouch that sngar at its prosent price was a %ay-
ing thing, But for himself, he averred, he had
no reagon to camplain of the return he got
from capital invested, The fact of being within
& few miles of Gympie, and having the railway
almost ** agin his own door,” mado & difference
of 304. per ton in his favour; and he was also
very fortunate in getting as muoh labour as he
wanted, Boys could always be got for Bris-
bane, Maryborough, or Bundaberg, but for
Mackny and QOsirns they had a decided objec-
tion, and, speaking from personal experience
of the lads, I never saw a happier or sleeker
crew on any plantation—and I have seen somo.
They have no union, and they don’t faint if
they ara asked to do anything just as the hour
for knocking oft is sounded; in fact, with
kindness and considerateness, they will work
on an average far better than a white man
fresh from the unemployed crowd wonld do.
Mr. Wilson states that it will be absolutely
impossible to work the plantation with white
lahour,

From other sources I bear that s sugar com-
pany in this district paid 10 per cent last year
on the capital invested, and carvied o fair aum
over to the rederve fund. Of course, they had
virgin soil and good management, a state of
things by no means the rale on Queensland
plantations, where the barren gronund has been
worked and worked until it is nothing short of
s spercial providence that will cause a crop at
all, it algne a paying one. 1t rasy bo taken as
a rule that one ton to tha acre ia payshle
—apything Jess than that means bankruptoy.
(Gentlemen who live in Brishane, and who have
never invested more than 4d. at atime in sugar,
ghould think when talking of abolishiog
kanakn Iabour that it means robbing many of
their fellow-colonists who ~ewe invested in
gome cases a very substantiairmn, All planta-
tions are not alike, either in their business or
social mansgement ; but it is very bhard to
corpel innocent and guilty to suffer alike as
being all members of the same class. And
thero is slways a tendency for prominent states-
rmen to play the Exeter Hall stage at home,
knowing that thence cometh the coveted
K.C.M.G, that is the colonial patent of nobility
—in some colonial eyes.




MIVA GENERAL STORE

The store was opened on November 1, 1900, by William
Nahrung, in a room off the kitchen and was naturally in a very
small way. He had to face the disastrous 1900-1902 drought,
but the store survived. Warrys Ltd and Horsburgh & Co were
his main creditors. In 1905 he built a small shop close to the
house and bought the fittings from Stuckey’s store at Kanyan,
When the Kilkivan branch railway line was an assured fact, it
was thought that it would branch off at Kanyan, and Mr
Stuckey built a store and hotel there. However, Kilkivan
Junction, now Theebine, was decided on and Stuckey’s store
was never opened. Among the fittings purchased for the Miva
Store were the counter, a 6ft by 6ft window, and the front door.
This door is slill in constant use at the Miva Store as a back
door.

“Alandene” 1922, now Will and June Nahrung's home.

Miva Store and "Alandene".

In 1912 William added ten feet to the rear of the shop to be
used as a store room and this allowed him to carry extra stock.
On July 1, 1916, his elder son, Alex, took over the store when
supermarkets were undreamt of, and inflation was something
that happened to balloons but not car tyres - in those days car
tyres were solid rubber. In his history of the store, Mr Nahrung
wrote: “Prices when [took over included 70lb bags of sugar 11/-
; 50lb bags of flour 4/-; cigarettes 6d a packet of 12; two ounce
plugs of tobacco 6d; four ounce plugs of tobacco 1/9; a case of
kerosene in oregon pine 12/-; 10 inch files 1/3; nails 6d a pound;
horseshoes 3/- each.”

In 1919 he added another ten feet to the rear of the
established building as trade had increased. A shed also was
built close by for produce and other heavy goods. One wall of
this shed was built of slabs, fifteen inches wide or more, from
the old Miva Hotel kitchen, built in 1884.

In 1926, Alex built a completely new and bigger shop facing
the railway line, and was now able to carry a wide range of
goods, comparable to any country store. It was known as “The
Bigger Value Store” and no effort was spared to make it true to
name.

Cars were becoming popular and three manually operated
bowsers were installed. A hand operated one still stands
outside the shop. A little later, a big shed was built to store
heavy hardware items and drums of petrol. These were
brought from Gympie on trucks fitted with solid rubber tyres - it
was a long and rough journey.

Tanker unloading fuel at store.
L. to R.: George James, Colin Nahrung, Alex Nahrung.

Inside Miva Store, 1927,
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During World War 11, by almost sheer good luck, the store
had bigger stocks of galvanised iron and piping than anywhere
in the whole district and while most shops considered iron was
almost unobtainable, Alex was able to supply clients as far
away as Marybarough and Gympie.

Also, as the store had been operating for many years, items
that had previously been considered unsaleable were now
eagerly sought after, Almast every goods train would stop in
front of the shop and the train crew would come looking for
scarce lines, and people came from many outside districts to do
the same,

During the war up to a hundred Australian soldiers would
stop at the shop at any hour of the day or night for drinks, ice
creams and other items they saw and wanted. An Officer
always came early and advised about the time they could be
expected. Fven the Americans would come. One time they
bought every case of tinned fruit that was in stock. On another
visit they took every article made of tin - billy cans, dishes, efc.

The shop was robbed on three occasions, cigarettes and
tobaccoe being the main lines stolen. Also by a clever plan a
persan stole five drums of petrol over a period. Alex had the
distinction of being the first grocer in Australia to actually
deliver goods to customers by helicopter. In the 1955 flood,
customers ol his were completely isolated by flood on the
western side of Munna Creek. He contacted the Gympie police
and told them of the situation. A helicopter was there for
emergencies. It was agreed to fly it to Miva if he guaranteed to
take food, mail and sa on to the Glen Echo residents.

After 46 years in the siore and surviving depressions,
droughts and floods, but finding giving credit and subsequent
bad debts his biggest trouble, Alex retired to Gympie in 1962.
During those 46 years, he bought out two opposition stores at
Theebine.

Alex’s two sons, Colin and WIll, took over the shop and
traded as C & W Nahrung. They increased the stock and made

The Bigger Value EStore

MlVAq.._ /” 192 7‘
ALEX. NAHRUNG

General Sftorekeeper
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1955 - Helicopter to take supplies to Glen Echo.

several alterations. One big innovation was to start a weekly
run through the Gunalda, Glenwood, Kanighan and Theebine
districts, delivering all kinds of goods, including frozen foads to
customers’ homes. This proved so successiul and convenient,
that residents of Gundiah, where ashop had closed, asked for a
similar service. This was done every month. The partnership
was dissolved in 1975 with Will and his wife June carrying on in
the store and Colin getting work in a hardware store in
Maryborough.

Will and June continued with the district delivertes until
rising costs made the run uneconomical. They also found that
with the advent of supermarkets, their grocery sales had
diminished, though they were still able to provide full supplies at
reasonable prices. They decided to concentrate more on farm
supplies and hardware and have been very successful. In June
1981, a second store trading as Tiaro Rural Supplies was
opened in Tiaro. It would be hard 1o find any other country
store that has been run for eighty:six vears by the one family.
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CREAM RUN/GARAGE

About 1926 Mr Bill Sauer started a Cream Run, with Konrad
Krafft as driver. After some time, Alf Sauer took over the run
from his brother.

The Gympie Times reports in 1931 -

Carrying - Mr Alf Sauer, who has for some years been
engaged in a carrying business here, collecting cream, etc., at
the farms, and bringing it into Miva, and returning with goods
of all kinds, cream cans etc., has sold his truck and business to
Mr Fred Bulmer of Theebine, who has come to make his home
here. Mr Bulmer is by no means a stranger and the good work
so ably and agreeably carried on by Mr Sauer, will be in good
hands with Mr Bulmer at the wheel.

Fred Bulmer’s truck 1930%s. A canopy was added later

Fred Bulmer bought a new Morris truck from Gilliland's
Garade in Gympie. At the time there were fourteen suppliers
whose cream was carted into Miva and sent by rail motor to
Gympie and Maryborough. Fred also carted a lot of potatoes,
pumpkins, corn, lucerne and pigs, in to the train. He and his
wife settled at Asmus Kunst's place in 1932, living in a slab hut
with an antbed floor, shifting to Blackwell's in 1935, and to Miva
in 1947, where he had built a house and garage. To

Blackwells transporting cream to be collected by Fred Bulmer

commemorate this occasion, a dance was held in aid of the
Ambulance, in his garage on 28th March, with the orchestra in
the back of the cream truck backed into the back ramp. Local
kids snigged bags of sawdust soaked in kerosene around the
floor for a week before, to give it a shine.

He started a cream run to Gympie in 1939, which reached a
peak of forty-three suppliers, including Old Maryborough Road
suppliers. Only four of those forty-three are left now. Ironically,
of the thirty or so dairies on the west bank of the river that
supplied cream, the only one still operating today is Sauers,
where the cream run originally started.

Bulmer's Garage not long after it opened. Fred, in the doorway, and his
Cheurolet car

Newscutting 1931 - Miva
(from our Correspondent)

Cream Supply - A jair supply of cream is still coming and
Mr Bulmer is running three times a week, bringing the cream
&c., in to the siding. Talking about cream - a rather creditable
record was put up here by Mr W. Gesch and his daughter,
when a certificate of merit was conferred upon them from the
Wide Bay Dairy Association for having forwarded all first class
cream to the factory for twelve months, without a break,

Keith Bulmer joined his father in partnership in 1960, with
Fred doing the garage work while Keith locked after the truck
work. Fred retired to Gympie in April, 1970, and the garage
work tapered off from this time.

The business became a fuel agency in 1937 for Texaco, and
has since changed to Caltex. It was an agency for B.P. COR as
well as Caltex for a time. Duringthe War years, all fuel had to be
paid for in cash. In the early days, Caltex fuel came in drums by
rail to Miva, then was delivered in bulk tankers from
Maryborough, and today has to be coliected from the Urangan
Terminal. ’

Bulmers is said to be the oldest agency in Queensland,
perhaps Australia, to remain in the ane family.

From the commentary on Local Business Enterprises of the
early years, it can be gleaned that this business and the Miva
Store are the only ones that have survived, however others
have begun.

In 1949 with a decline in the use of the trucking yards at Miva
because of the advent of cattle trucks, a road transport
business was established by brothers Norm and Len Neilsen.
Norm did most of the driving, carting livestock to various
centres. In 1955 Len took over the business on his own carting
livestock and general goods. Now in 1986 the business is in
the hands of his son Barry.

A School Bus Run commenced in the early 1960’s and still

operates today transporting local children to school at
Theebine.

Another comparatively new enterprise in the district is
tourism. Mr Colin Atherton has opened up a strip of Munna
Creek on Miva Station for the weekend and holiday camper
and caravanner. As the whole of his property is a gazetted flora
and fauna sanctuary, it is full of interest for the visitors whose
numbers are steadily growing.



BUTCHER SHOPS
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Butcher Shop,

Auaust Gesch owned a butcher shop during Bridge
construclion days, probably in the vicinily of (he fig trees, with
slaughter yards just above the cemetery. A shop was also
owned by Tom Gayney from England, situated at Dickabram
wilh beel supplies coming from Miva Cattle Station.

In 1926 Charlie Kunst built William Nahrung a buicher shop
across the road fram Bulmer’s Garage. The cement floor still
remains and O'Sullivans now live in the house. The slaughier
yards were opposite the cemetery, well back from the road.

Caesar Elsworth was My Nahrung's first butcher, staying for
twelve months and leaving to build a shop at Theebine. He ran
it in opposition to the Miva one, with meat deliveries to Glen
Echo. Fred Bulmer was driver for Mr Elswarth, whose vehicle
at the time was a Whippet truck.

Mr R. Hales moved from his butcher shop at Paterson to
manage the Miva Shop until 1930. Miva's next bulcher was a
Mr Percy Langley, who was followed by Augie Heidemann.
During this period the shop was owned by the Nahrung family,
being passed on from William to his son Norman.

It was sold in 1947 to Mr Langley who stayed on until 1950,
selling out to Mr Atherton. Eric Parker butchered for Mr
Atherton lor a while, and Ben Guinea leased it while he was
running a shop at Gunalda.

The Miva shop closed in 1951, with Mr Guinea buying it from
Athertons, and shifting it to Gunalda, where he rebuilt it over
the top of the old shop. He then pulled the Gunalda shop away
from underneath.

MIVA
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Dr. to P. LANGLEY
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Kangaroo Jack, so the story goes, was a cattle duffer
who had a butcher shop up along the railway line past Miva,
during bridge construction days.

There was a butcher hard as nails,
Who stood with his fingers on the scales.

1949 - Newscutting

Outsize Sweet Potato - An outsize in sweet potatoes was
brought into the ‘Gumpie Times’ office on Thursday by Mr
Percy Langley, butcher, Miva. The sweel potato, which is of
the red variety, weighed 15% lbs. and was part of a bunch
which weighed 35 lbs. Mr Langley savs he is not a farmer, but
the tuber shows that he knows how to grow large sweet
potatoes. Howeuer, he gives credit to the rich soil of the Miva
district. He has arranged for the sweet potato to be displayed
at Mr Mat. Drummond’s shop in Mary Street.

32

Inside Butcher Shan



SAWMILLS

It would appear from the following news items, that
McDermott and Owen had their own sawmills at Dickabram
during the bridge construction. The Sawmill Bridge, naturally
takes its name from the sawmill sited close by during
construction of the Kilkivan Line.

Maryborough Chronicle - 8th November, 1886;
Sawmill and other Plant for Sale.

The undersigned have the following PLANTS for disposal,
which will be sold cheap, viz. )
SAWMILL No. 1 -

Comprising One Ruston, Proctor, and Co.’s 12 h.p. Portable
Engine with link mation, Reversing Gear, and all the latest
improvements (suitable for mining purposes, if required), with
Circular Saws up to 5 feet diameter, Benches, Belting,
Trolleys, &c., complete.

SAWMILL No. 2 -

Comprising One Marshall and Sons 10 h.p. Portable Engine,

with Saw Benches, Circular Saws, Belting, &c., complete.

Both Engines are nearly new, and are in First Class Working
Order, and will be sold separately ar with the Mill Gear as
working at present.

Also,

One of Shank’s 3 ton Hoisting Engine, used for Pile Driving
(in firsf class order), 10 Crab Winches, 50 Pulley Blacks, Single,
Double, and Treble; Ten (10) inch Centrifugal Pump and Pipes,
Hudraulic Jacks (10 to 12 Tons), and a Large Quantity of Plant
of Various Descriptions.

Also,

30 Heavy Draught Horses: 3 Heavy Draught Mares, with
Harness, Tip Drays, Timber Waggons, &c.

INSPECTION INVITED

McDermott & Owen, Railway Caontractors, Kilkivan Branch
Railway, Main Camp, Dickabram.

Blowers had sawmills in the district in the early 1900’s. One
was situated just west of Miva, and was later shifted even
further west. It appeared in those days, that sawmills were
moved around to be close to where the available timber was
being cut. One other mill recalled (ownership unknown), was
situated in Birt's paddock.

In aboul 1942 Maryborough sawmillers, Fairlie and Sons,
planned to expand their operations to Miva, and built
‘Nonsuch’ (workers’ quarters), and delivered a large, second
hand steam engine to the site. Timber had been cut for mill
houses and the sawmill building, when their Maryborough mill
was destroyed by fire.

Rebuilding their Maryborough operation took first priority;
then the Miva mill was eventually built, and started operations
in 1955 powered by a 40 HP diesel Southern Cross engine. This
was converted to electric power some time after electricity
came to Miva in 1959,

Three experienced mill hands were employed at the start,
but as these left, their places were filled by Miva farmers trying
to make ends meet. The mill continued in a small way with
electricity pole cross-arms being one of their mainstays, until
the credit squeeze of 1963 saw the mill close,

Jack Blowers had a sawmill at one stage on Athertons,
with his camp rather close to the river bank. The 1893 flood
surrounded his place, and all the chooks, dogs and cats were
shipped to safety in a ship’s tank.

Newscutting -
extract from an address by Mr Lambert Hyne 1933

To those not acquainted with the business I might mention
that the old pit-saw was a pit or trench dug out of the earth,
over which the log required to be sawn was placed. Chalk lines
were then marked on the log to indicate the position of the
saw-cuts to be made. One man stood on top of the log and his
mate was in the pit underneath. The saw was then pulled up
and down by those two sawyers until the cut was completed. It
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will readily be imagined that the ‘box seat’ in pit-sawing was
held by the man on top, as the poor fellow in the pit became
covered with sawdust at every stroke of the saw. Doubtless if
Arbitration Courts had existed in those days the poor under-
dog would have received extra pay for dirt, or should I say
‘dust’ money. However those were the days before awards or
Arbitration Courts and he just got along on the usual 5/- per
day. However, [understand he could, if he so desired, keep the
sawdust - this, of course, may have been some slight
recompense,

CATTLE YARDS/
PIG YARDS

The cattle loading yards were built at Miva Railway Station in
1925 by local graziers with the timber supplied by Mr Atherton.
Prior to this date cattle were taken to trucking yards at Curra
and big mobs of cattle, mostly from the Burnett, were driven
over the Bridge. Alex Nahrung recalled seeing drovers take
two hours to get a mob across the Bridge, despite every
strategy possible. On some occasions they were not
successful.

Miva cattle trucking yards,

Newscutting - 1931:

Cattle - Cattle have been moving briskly and our truckind
yards have again proved a paying proposition for the Railway
Department. For many years the residents had tried to get
cattle trucking vards here, but the department could not seeits
way clear. A few vears ago, however, a public meeting was
held, and the stock-owners decided to erect the yards, if the
Department would make the necessary alteration to the
Siding. This was done, a fine long loop line being puf inwith the
loading ramp and crush, and a few days ago Miva was made a
temporary staff station, which was considered necessary to
cope with the traffic. “Dovedale” Station forwarded a fine
draft of over five hundred bullocks, by three special cattle
trains and all went off smoothly and well, in good time. This is
the second day on which “Dovedale” has sent three special
train loads. “Mount Joseph” and “Mount View” both trucked
smaller consignments of bullocks, while three lots of catfle
arrived here for various owners.

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA

Loading Bullocks - A very nice train load of 158 bullocks
from “Davedale” left here, for the meatworks lately and Mr
J.H. Atherton dispatched about 60 very fine cows by road to
the City Butchering Co., Maryborough. This company has
bought fat cattle from Miva Station for years now, and the
quality is very highly commented on.

Baconers - The forwarding agent for the Queensiand Co-op.
Bacon Association Ltd., Murarrie (Mr W.C. Nahrung) sent
forty baconers to the works on Wednesday last.

Around 1930 pigs were consigned to factaries via agents.
June 1935 saw the first pigs railed “over the scales” from Miva,
allowing the farmers to be paid at once by the agents for their
livestock. Calves too were sold in this manner. In 1948 they
were selling @ 4d per Ib.



In 1939 new pig yards were built; it is thought by Stan and
Cecil Jenkins. Stan loaded and Cecil carted from outlying
areas. Miva then boasted two sets of pig loading yards - the
others belonged to Jim MacDonnell from Gympie who it is
believed loaded for Huttons. Steve Larner took over the Doboy
agency from Stan Jenkins and later Norm Nahrung was the
agent but because of declining pig numbers he chose to load at
Gootchie as there were more pigs in that area.

The cattle yards were eventually pulled down by the railway
and burnt in the late 1970’s. The pig yards had been removed
much earlier.

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA
Pigs - A trucking of 38 nice baconers were sent from here to
the Queensiand Co-operative Bacon Association Lid.,
Murarrie by the local agent. The price is a little more
encouraging, and it is hoped it will not drop as low as in the
past season.

In the 1930°s - baconer pigs were bringing 5%d. per Ib;
cows were worth 15/- ta 25/ each; potatoes, 8/- to 10/ per
bag; sweet potatoes, 1/9 per quarter; corn, 4/- per bushell;
tomatoes 34%d. per Ib; chaff, 4/- per bag.

TEAMSTERS

As areas were taken up by the settlers and squatters,
teamsters moved in and cut trees - many of these were rafted
down river to sawmills in Maryborough.

Percy Krafft's bullock tearn,

The late Mr A.D. Carswell was responsible for the log traffic
in the river at Miva Crossing and was trying to clear logs [rom
one of the bridges not long before it was washed away. This
gentleman too was an excellent swimmer and was involved in
diving to undo bolts, in order to salvage some of the timber
from the wrecked bridge.

With the construction of the Dickabram Bridge and Railway,
Miva railway yards became a hive of activity. There were both
horse and bullock teams in those early days. The former had up
to 14 horses to a team, but 10 was the usual number. The
bullock teams generally numbered between 22 and 26, though
Fred Krafft and Jack Krafft drove teams of 30 each. With the
laraer ones the front half of the team was driven while the back
half was spelled, then the back half was worked while the front
half was rested, Jerseys, black, red and while, and roan were
favoured - Herefords were regarded as “tao soft”. One of the
earliest teamsters recalled who hauled into Miva was Willie
Gesch. No doubt he hauled some of the Dickabram Bridge
timber. On the Dickabram site one of the hauliers of bridge
timber was a man named James Balkin who hailed from
Gunalda. Others driving buliock teams were Tom Jensen, Cliff
Rayner, August Kunst, Mr Stegeman, Mr Blackwell, George
Ganley - he is said to have hitched logs one behind the other to
drag them down from the mountains, Jack Blowers, George
Blowers - who had two teams, Percy Staples, Alf Kunst, Alf
Sauer, Dave Adams, Bill Schiefelbein and Vic Birt.

Those who had both horse and bullock teams hauling to
Miva included Ted Rayner and Percy Kralft, Those with horse
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Krafft’s bullock team at Miva Siding.

teams only were Mr Westlake, Fred Jensen, Ernie Kunst and
the Fitzpatrick brothers.

Tom Jensen had links with the Gunalda Sawmill and hauled
the timber for Sauer’s house at their property at Miva in the
early 20's. [t went from Miva to Gunalda by train, then the sawn
tfimber was sent back by train.-He also hauled for Blowers” mill
when it was situated past the cemetery on the road to Glen
Echo.

ﬁ«

One of the first timber trucks in the district,

Percy Krafft hauled the timber for Atherton’s house to Miva,
in the 1920’s, and it was sent to Hyne & Sons in Maryborough
to be sawn. Hyne & Sons was established there in the early
1880’s and remains in the same family today. Mr Krafft hauled
the stumps in long lengths to the house site and they were cut
up on the spot. He was the last of the local teamsters but
conlinued hauling timber on trucks.

Most of the teamsters mentioned hauled hardwood, though
many were involved with hauling pine from the Urah mountains
- incredible quantities and incredible quality, The district timber
industry continues today, though on a lesser scale.

Percy Krafft with huge log ready for unloading at Miva



Newscutting - 2.5.1931 - Miva:

Bullock Teams - We have had a visit from the old bullock
teams again, one time no notice was taken of these strings of
bullocks; but owing to the dullness of the timber trade, they are
a rarity now, and it is hoped that the trade will revive, and their
presence in the ratlway yard will be a daily occurrence.

Newscutting - 1939.

Chance for Queenslander - A bronze plague worth £20, will
be offered by the Aviculture Society at its bird show in May for
the champion talking parrot of Australia.

It does not matter whether it is a macaw or a white
cockatoo, whether it swears or whether if speaks in a foreign
tongue, all are eligible, all are welcome, A Queensland parrot
caged near bullock drivers should win hands down!!!

At one time eleven bullock teams and one horse team
were hauling logs, mostly choice pine, from the Urah
mountain,

POST OFFICE/
RAILWAY STATION

Quote from Century of Settlement 1859-1959:

Before the advent of the railway, mails from Miva were left
at Thompson’s Flat (a mail-change) by Cobb & Co’s coaches.
An aborigine, known naturally enough as Postman, used to
collect the mail, running all the way. A stick with notches was
given fo him with the mail - one for each lefter.

Cobb & Co coach.

As mentioned earlier, the Dickabram Post Office was in
operation during the construction days from 20th December
1884, till 31st October 1886. Postmasters/Mail Contractors
during this period were W. Reid, J. Coleman and G. Ryland.

A Receiving Office was opened at Miva Railway Station on
10th March 1887, the first Receiving Officer being Mrs
Elizabeth Griffin, who was also Gatekeeper and Station
Mistress at Miva. Three mail services operated from there in
1888. One ({rom Dickabram and the Miva area direct to
Running Creek, then Brouyer and Woolooga, direct to
Kilkivan. The second from Dickabram direct to Woolooga,
then through Widgee, Black Snake, Kilkivan to Boonara, and
the third from Miva to Miva Crossing, then Miva Station and
onto Running Creek. The distances were 45 miles, 66 miles and
16 miles respectively.

A Parcels Office opened at Miva in 1902, and in 1907 twenty
bags of mail were being despatched and received per week.
The office was raised to a Post Office in 1908, with the Railway
Department taking control for £14 per annum. The Miva
Gatekeeper carried out the duties. In 1915 trunk line facilities
were introduced with a telephone instrument placed in the
Miva Gatekeeper’s cottage. For this additional work she was
paid £6 per annum. A public telephone was installed in March
1916. The phone service was automatic in 1973.

Tenders were called for two mail services operating from
Miva in 1911:

M.S. 136A: Miva Railway Station and Mudlo and Theebine via
Coulsen’s, Munna Creek School, Whampoo, Miva Station,
Krafft’s, Jensen’s, Narambi, De Lisle, Marodian, Ballungan,
Laurie, Hedge's, Schacht’s, Yorkies, returning via Yorkies,
Pierce’s, Dombrow’s, Ballungan, Narambi, Kralft’s, Miva
Station, Whampoo, Munna Creek School and Coulsen’s to
Theebine, once a week,

M.S. 136B; Miva Railway Station and Mudlo via Coulsen’s,
Munna Creek School, Whampoo, Miva Station, Krafft’s,
Narambi, De Lisle, Maradian, Ballungan, returning via Yorkies,
Pierce’s, Dombrow’s, Schacht’s, Hedge's, Narambi, Krafft's,
Miva Station, Whampoo, Munna Creek School and Coulsen’s
to Theebine once a week.

M.S. 331: Kilkivan and Black Snake via Spring Farm, once a
week.

During the 1920°s and early 30’s, M.S. 136 was operated
twice per week by George A. James. He travelled the distance
on horseback - 32 miles out one day and 35 miles back the
following day. For this he was paid £150 per annum. In 1938 the
mode of transport was changed to motorcycle, enabling the
run to be completed in one day.

In 1934 it was taken over by Mr Jack Blackwell, who
continued for about five years until Mr C.L. Neilsen took over,
The service changed hands again about 1943 with Bulmers
taking charge.

Mrs Radel became Station Mistress and Post Mistress in
1955. Her rather long hours of attendance were: 9am - 1pm;
2pm - 8pm, Monday to Friday; 9am - Ipm, Saturday; 9am -
10am, Sunday and all holidays.
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In 1973 the Railway Department withdrew the Station
Mistress from Miva and from then on it was worked as an
isolated siding. The Post Office and Commonwealth Savings
Bank then came under private control and were conducted in
the fettler’s cottage by the previous Station Mistress, Mrs Jean
Radel. Her hours of business were 8.50am - 1pm: 2pm - 5.20pm,
Monday to Friday and 8.50am - 11.20am, Saturday.

Following the resignation in 1974 of Mrs Radel, whose
husband - a railway worker - had been transferred to
Maryborough, Mrs Maisie Downing teok control of the olfice,
which was eventually closed on 30th January, 1976. From that
date Mail Service 726 Miva to Palirey’s, from Theebine, came

into aperation. Now M.S. 726 is controlled [rom Gunalda Post
Oiffice.

Miva Raiway Station.

Miva Railway Station, Fruit Shed and Produce Shed

The Post/Station Mistress was in charge of all railway
business, which at Miva was quite substantial with incoming
goods, and outward consignments of produce, timber,
livestock, etc., as well as selling rail tickets to passengers.
excerpt:-

MARYBOROUGH RAILWAY AND BRANCHES
Time Table from Augusi 1st, 1892.

Between MARYBOROUGH and
KILKIVAN - Fares: Single, 11s11d, 7s10d
Return, 17s11d, 11s9d
Maryborough, leave - a.m. 9.45 (except Wednesday)
11.30 Thursday only.
Kilkivan, leave - a.m. 6.25 (Monday and Friday),
7.50 (Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday)

905

p————————

KANYAN - Fares: Single 7s2d, 459d
Return 10s9d, 752d
Maryborough, leaue - a.m. 7.15, (11.30 Thursday only),
p.m. 520
Kanyan, leave - a.m. 8.43, (10.25 Wednesday only),

p.m, 5.35
KILKIVAN JUNCTION - Fares: Single 7s4d, 4s11d
Return, 11s, 7s5d
Maryborough, leaue - a.m. 7.15, 9.45
(11.30 Thursday only), p.m. 5.20
Kitkivan Junction, leave - a.m. 8.39,
(10.20 Wednesday only), p.m. 2.25, 5.30
MIVA - Fares: Single 8s1d, 5s5d
Return 12s2d, 8s2d
Maryborough, leave - a.m. 9.45 (except Wednesday),
11.30 Thursday only
Miva, leave - a.m. 9.42 Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday,
a.m. 8.17 on Mondays and Fridays
Following is alist of most of the families who were in charge of
the Miva Railway Station and Post Office. Some may have only
been relieving for a short period.

Griffin Mullins Urquhart
Whittaker Thompson Wilson
French Edmonds Hibberd
Wynne Reid Radel
Burley Kurth Downing
Smith Francis

A railway weigh-bridge was situated behind the goods shed
and was capable of weighing up 1o 6 tons, Three goods sheds
were in use - one for produce, one for cream and one for fruit,

MIVA
Extracts from the Post Office Directory
929- .50 1947
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Ticker Heury, dnu:mln
Wiwmin James, farimier
Wilaon Willam € daareman

Miva (roasing, sea Munus Creuk,

& Irom MarsUsca hy raf;
Abdmws Anguat ). fuimer
Albrrten Jos I, stavim
Bibs W Tt Mikmes
Ine E, timr

re Ued, salr
Wiumare dna furesr
‘-It\n- Jame, larmes (Munuak)

Outia Svem I, i

awsll dwuid .. v, Munne

pur Hwotar,
Bambraw Adel ln-
Bdiunds Jus ? -a"“"
Pilsid Jum. comir, Terdle
gnrb Won, larmer

Jenking Bolt 1, bermer
Juagprrren Wisl, (mi. Woms
Erafi Nros, wmbr

Erally Pred, (mby ghiser
Ewmm Juo, walr

Hrali Perey W limber piter
l-u AT & W, Wimers &

lnnn..'l‘ Trmr &
hb".'- e

Kunsr Clads 11, ee, Munms
Kunst Rin, iow, Muona
Eumas Poiin lmr, Manns
Koo lqnl & Hy, Irmae
Kene: twos, Muba
Kuauat Wn lrmv & grer
lamae Emi fnw, Muaue
Lawrin Bwd  miner, Yorkle
Lipaesy Brwbd, farouer
Moguirte P, hn'la-mn
Monas Voopo Top fw
Fungung alan W sers
Nalrung @eo W, (orinm
Nalrung Mre

Nehruhy Rm L lrmr
Hatlern LBar (mw, Mutes
Nuiowe Beewr, wlr

Trme Jun, A-n,

Grimast foge v, tme, Manha
Paltres Peelt facmer
Hayper (JifMird, selr

Rayuwr Marry, mels

rauer Wm B, hHar
Tuewpaoh Mrae farmers
Trws per Awdw T Minas
Wasan Bdwd  eelecior, Torkls
Waeos L'rres erleatr  Yarkls
Wiisou W, Hpsd , farmer
Wiion Wi U dalrrinen

moN fr Mrie, 43 m 8t
Marsburongh by 1 Fop 180

Andarami Auguel ). farmer

Athierion Jna H, gracler

Badior Hebl, dsjrpsien

Birt Fredi, frmr

Blomers Gen, selecior

Bultser Frode ], carvier &
molor ehginser

Carlson dens  drmr 4N|mul)

Curlson Rven 4, [arom

Diakin Bean, rvuvwl

hawe 1 frurvr

Day orcy, fria

Dnheny & Tlnhn dﬁlvy frmre

tieatk Ken, earrlef

Geach 1, drlry frme

Hibbelt Normen, deyms

Jenkins ecil, dsiryman

Jenkina ¥ 1 dalry rme & ok’
agent

Jenkine Wallace, dairy Trmr

Jenhioy W, dalryman

Kraf Fredk. dsiery frme

Krafl Nell, dulry trmre

Kunsl Ales. grzr

Kuostl Alld H

Kunst Andw . frovr & gre

Hunal Arth, grar

Kupst Asmun_ froir & daliry

Kunat Claus H, (mr llunn

Bunst Edwd 4,

Kunst Em, fror lllu.u]
Runat Frnk, grer

Kunst (;60, grae

Kuos Otio 4§, frer &b deymn
Kunat T A, dalry frer

Wioreksepar & Polcol Hla-
tom, Mira, TELEPHOME:
a

Nahring Alsy W, sirkpr

Nahruog Usy W, Isrmer

Mabrupy Norm W, frmr &
datryman

Netivan Chas, 'ml'lllnnl

Waatiane oy, drymn
Wiison W Herbl, farmef

Interesting comparisons can be drawn from the following

returns.
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Newscutting - 1931, MIVA

Yearly Railway Returns - The following are vearly railway
returns of the Miva railway station for the vear ended 30th
June last: Passenger tickets issued 870, fares £190; parcels and
miscellaneous £327; outward traffic - sawn and log timber 97
tons, freight £97; agricultural produce, including fruit 322 tons,
freight £429, merchandise 41 tons, freight £86; livestock freight



£907; total goods outwards 460 tons, freight £1497; total
tonnage inwards 292, freight £499; total revenue oufwards
£2014. The revenue shows an Increase of £254 over the
preuvious vear.

Fat Cattle - During the year ending 30th June last, there
were consigned from the Miva railway station 1465 cattle and
110 calves as compared with 663 cattle and 68 calues for the
previous year.

Pigs - For the year ending 30th June last, there were trucked
from the Miva railway siation 527 pigs as compared with 623
for the previous vear.

Newscutting - 1932, MIVA

Year’s Railway Returns - The following are the returns from
the Miva railway station for the year ended June 30 last:
Outward passenger tickets issued 721, fares £132; parcels
€308 minerals 6 tons; log and sawn timber 302 tons;
agricultural produce 344 tons; general goods 56 tons;
livestock, freight £1011; total tonnage outwards, 708 freight
£1600; total tonnage inwards, 241, freight £378; revenue earnt
by the station, £2014.

Live Stock Returns - The following are the returns of the
stock consigned from the Miva station for the year ended June
30 last: Horses 8; cattle, 1925; calves 353; pigs, 396.

Newscutting - 1935, MIVA

Yearly Railway Returns - The following are the returns from
the Miva railway station for the year ended June 30 last, the
figures in parentheses being the freight paid: Number of
passenger tickets sold 748, fares paid £259; parcel freight,
£383; log timber, 506 tans, (£419); agricultural produce, 331
tons (£275); general goods, 94 tons, (£164); livestock freight
(£1225); goods fraffic oufwards 931 tons, (E2113); goods traffic
inwards, 379 tons (£674); toial revenue outwards £2655. The
revenue for the previous year was £2478.

Livestack trucked during the year ended June 30. The
following livestock was railed from Miva, the figures in
parenthesées being the previous vear’s railings: Cattle 2616
(2011); horses 20 (9); calves 208 (174); pigs 570 (487).

Newscutting - 1938, MIVA

Railway Returns - The following are the yearly returns of
Miva railway station for the year ended June 30 last:-
Passenger tickets issued 387, fares £92; parcel freight, £352;
timber, 1596 tons, freight £1008; agricultural produce 197 tons,
freight £145; general merchandise 42 tons, £78; total tonnage,
outwards, 1835; freight £2863; total tonnage, inwards, 396,
freight £611; revenue earned at Station £3307, as compared
with £2388 for the previous year. Dickabram Siding revenue
was £32, as compared with £22 for the previous year.

Cattle, Calves and Pig Truckings: The trucking of stock
from the Miva railway station for the year ended June 30 last
was as follows, with the previous vyear's figures in
parentheses:- Cattle 3205 (1803), calves 1331 (1833), pigs 792
{775).

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA
Special Trains - Our branch is doing its part towards making
the railways pay. I understand five special trains ran on
Monday, besides our usual regular train service. The rail
motor, which is looked upon as the passenger carrier, is often
packed and is standing up to the work well.

DICKABRAM
GATEKEEPERS

The bridge, despite its obvious traffic hazards, has a fine
safety record, and to the best of local knowledge, no serious
accident has occurred there since construction was
completed. One of the main reasons for this fine safety record
was the service rendered over the years by the gatekeepers.
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This information from Mrs Gladys Hollis (nee Maguire) tells
something of the life of the Dickabram Gatekeepers.

“From 1927 my father, Patrick Maguire, was ganger of the
railway line from Theebine to Sexton, and my mother, Sarah
Maguire, looked after the gates at the ends of the Dickabram
Bridge. It really was a full time job as one had to open and shut
the gates each time a car or horse or whatever came across the
bridge. The lights on the gates - that is one on each end - had to
be lit and filled with kerosene each evening. One had to look
after both lots of gates, so there was a lot of walking to be done
day or night when trains were due. Much time was taken.

“It was an interesting life as every few months the swagmen
came down the line from Kingaroy and would camp under the
bridge for a week or so, then go on. One fellow | remember was
Paddy Corbey, an Irishman, who always came up to the house
for a chat with mum, dad and us children. We went down to his
camp for achat sometimes after school. The Dickabram Bridge
served as shelter for a lot of people. The Bridge Gang came to
do repairs once or twice a year and a Painting Gang every three
years.

“I used to read the height of the Mary River. There were
many floods. The readings were taken - up to 45 feet twice daily,
after that to 50 feet 3 times a day, and then after that every
hour. This was the hardest time, we took turns, day and night,
my mother, father, sister and myself. I was then ten years old.
Dad would go on the trike across the bridge to Miva where the
Station Mistress, Mrs Jim Edmonds, would relay the reports
on, as there was no phone at Dickabram. The readings were
kept in a log book which the Harbours and Marine people came
and checked every three months.

Dickabram Gatekeeper’s home when Maguires were there

“There were many trains each day and our bread came from
Kilkivan three days a week on the evening train. The Guard
stood on the bottom step of the van and threw it down on the
ground, sometimes it was in one piece, others in two! The
gatehouse stood on about an acre of land and there were a lot
of bricks about which were from a fireplace which was pulled
down to put a kitchen and dining room on the back of the
house.

“The aborigines from Barambah Mission came through
every twelve months to go to a corroboree at Hervey Bay.
There were about thirty of them who camped under the bridge
and speared the fish, before moving on. The first time they
came along, my brother Henry, my sister Alice, Flo Gillies and
myself were at home alone just on dark and when the
aborigines talked it sounded frightening so my brother Henry
made us all get under the bed and he watched them through the
window. It wasn't long before a knock came at the door. To
support my brother we all went out, and it was an aboriginal
wanting a match. He talked for a time and we found him quite
interesting. We were relieved.

“As there were no cars in those days, we used to go to
church and dances at Theebine on the pumper or flat top.
There were no motors, only man power. Anyone who took ill,




or women due to have babies, were transported to Theebine on
the pumper, to be met by the Ambulance to take them on to
Gympie. At times the Ambulance would pick them up before
the pumper had reached Theebine.

“There was one lad who went to school at Miva. His name
was Jimmy Wason. Every day we stood and held our breath as
he walked the arch right over the top of the bridge. When the
Miva School closed down, other Miva children and myself
walked to Theebine School every day, and in later years, Mr
Langley took us three mornings a week in his truck, and we
returned home on the rail motor three days a week. When a few
cars came around it was not so bad, as there were no trains to
suitif you wantedto go for a day’soutingsomewhere. We used
to go to the pictures at Theebine, or dances at Theebine or
Munna Creek in Mr Langley’s truck. In 1934, dad wought a
‘Rugby’ car, and we could ge anywhere.”

,Following is a list of most of the Bickabram Gatekeeper
families, some may have been relieving for a short period.

Griffin Maguire Egan
O’'Gorman MeCullough Woodhouse
Bill McKewan Ben Thompson Reece
Wilson Ramsay

Joe McKewan Alexander

Mrs F.A. Reece was Gatekeeper at Dickabram from 9th
March 1967, until her resignation on 31st December, 1972. The
gates were removed in 1974, and the services of the then
Temporary Gatekeeper, Mrs A.J. Murray, were terminated
from 11th October, 1974.

The latter action was made possible as the result of the
erection of a 6” high kerb for the completelength of the bridge
to give a 10'6” wide roadway. ‘Stop’ signs, ‘One Lane Bridge’
signs and ‘10 m.p.h. Speed Limit’ signs were erected at each
end of the bridge withlighting toilluminatethem. This work was
completed by approximately August 1974.

The Gatekeeper's residence was sold for removal to Messrs.
W.B. and J.W. Jones, Woolooga in April, 1980,

/\]\/\/\/\/\/

Bulmer’s {ruck on bridge prior to curbins.

Bridge showing curbing



LOCAL ORGANISATIONS

RACE MEETINGS

Quote from “A Century of Settlement” 1859-1959

The ‘Spor! of Kings' had its devotees among the early
settlers too. The first race meeting was held at Jacaranda Hill
near the Miva Crossing Hotel in very early days. Mr James
Orphant, licensee of the Hotel, donated a silver cup for these
races. Today the cup is in the School of Arts in Mackay. Why,
no one seems to know.

The site of the racecourse was changedsoon after to what is
still called the ‘Racecourse’ paddock, and now owned by Mr
Stewart Kunst. The last race meeting was heid in 1913. A well-
known local jockey was Mr J.C. Carlson who rode many
winners and proudly preserved his jockey regalia.

The followingitems from the Maryborough Chronicle give an
idea of the activities of these race meetings held at Miva
Crossing.

Maryborough Chronicle - 20th December, 1882:

Miva Jockey and Athletic Club - First Meeting.

Boxing Day (Tuesday, Dec. 26th), and Thursday, Dec. 28th,
1882. to be held near the Miva Bridge Hotel.

Athletic Sports - Dec. 26; to commence at 11 a.m.

1 - MAIDEN PLATE of 30s: open to all comers who have
never won an advertised prize; second, 10s. Distance
100 yards.

2 - HOP STEP AND JUMP - Prize £2.

3 - SACK RACE, 50 yards; first prize, 10s; second, 5s.

4 - RUNNING HIGH JUMP - Frize £1.

5 - MIVA HANDICAP, 150 yards; first prize £2, second, 15s

6 - THREE-LEGGED RACE, 100 vards; prize 10s. '

7 - WHEELBARROW RACE (Blindfolded); prize, 10s.

8 - PIG WITH GREASY TAIL; winner to keep Pig.

9 - RUNNING LONG JUMP; prize, £1.

10 - BLACK GIN'S RACE, 100 yards; prize, 5s.

11 - BLACKFELLOW'’S RACE, 150 yards; prize, 5s.

12 - SPARRING MATCH, with Kid Gloves, first three points,
prize 10s.

N.B. Three Entries or no second prize. All disputes to be
settled by the Stewards. Competitors for the Miva Handicap,
Hop Step and Jump and Maiden Plate, not being Members of
the Club, will have to pay a qualification fee of 5s. Entrance fee,
10 per cent.

Horse Races - Thursday, Dec. 28th, 1882; to commence at
11.30a.m.

1 - MAIDEN PLATE of £3, second prize, £1; for all horses
that have never started for an advertised prize; distance
one mile; w.f.a.

2 - THE STOCKMAN'S CUP, value Five Guineas;
presented by Mr J. Wyshart, with £2 added money;
second horse 10s; distance, one mile; for all bona fide
stock-horses, regularly worked as such, and grass fed; to
be ridden by stockmen employed in the Wide Bay and
Burnett Districts; w.f.a. To start at 12.15p.m.

LUNCHEON

3 - PONY RACE, for all Ponies under fourteen hands; once
round; prize £1 10s; catch weights. To start at 2p.m.

q - THE MIVA HANDICAP; one mile and a distance; first
horse, £7; second, £2. To start at 2.30p.m.

5 - THE MIVA CORINTHIAN RACE; one mile; prize, £3; all
horses to be owned and ridden by members of the Club;
w.w.f.a. To start at 3 o'clock.

6 - FORCED HANDICAP of £3; second horse, £1; one mile.
To start at 3.30p.m.

7 - HURRY SCURRY:; once round; prize, £1, catch weights.
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N.B. Maryborough T.C. Rules. All disputes to be adjusted by
Stewards. Entrance fee 10 per cent on amount of prize. Post
entrance forallraces. All races except Pony Race, Stockman'’s
Cup and Hurry Scurry, to Jockey Costume. For non-
members, a qualification of 10s 6d will be required for the
Stockman’s Cup and Miva Handicap.

H. Jackson, Sec. pro.tem.

Maryborough Chronicle - January 3, 1887:
(from our own correspondent)

The usual annual race meeting at Miva came off on Friday,
December 31st, under favourable circumstances. A large
number of people were attracted by the sport provided, and
the weather was everything that could be desired. The first
race on the card was the

MAIDEN PLATE - Won by Mr Wilson's Tristan, stakes £3.

ALL AGED STAKES - Won by Mr Clarke’s Snip, stakes £5.

MIVA HANDICAP - This race was won by Mr Single’s
Hector; Mr Wilson’s Tristan - 2nd; Mr Clarke’s Snip - 3rd.
Dickabram, who also ran, went off the course. Hector won
hard held the whole way. 1st drew £8, 2nd £1 5s.

HACK RACE - welter weight for age. Hector won this all the
way, owner up. Dickabram again left the course. Snip came in
second, Stakes £3.

FAREWELL HANDICAP - This the last race on the
programme was won by Mr Wilson’s Tristan, carrying 9st. 5Ib.
Whitefoot with 10st. wouldn’t accept. Monarch started and
came in last. Stakes £3.

After the races everyone repaired to Mr Orphant’s, where a
substantial repast was made ready. Later on the room was
cleared and dancing was kept up with great vigour until the
early hours of the New Year.

At the settling up Mr Wilson drew £6; Mr Smyle£11; and Mr
Clarke £5 5s.

Maryborough Chronicle - 29th December, 1885;

A fatal accident occurred yesterday at a country race
meeting near Mr Orphant’s hotel, at Miva Crossing. In the first
race, a youth named Albert Thrower, about 17 years of age,
rode a colt owned by Mr Wallace. Soon after the start the colt
overpowered his rider, bolted into the standing timber, and
came violently into collision with a tree, both horse and rider
falling heavily. On being picked up, young Thrower was found
to be badly injured, his skull and one leg being fractured. A
spring-cart was obtained and the sufferer was conveyed to
Gundiah Railway Station to be forwarded to Gympie, where
his father resides, but shortly after reaching Gundiah the ill-
fated youth died. The body was sent on by the train. The
deceased, who was, like most colonial youths, fond of
horsemanship, was pursued by fate. Twice previously he had
suffered injury by being thrown while horse racing; the third
occurrence proved fatal. He was a son of Mr George Thrower,
an old resident of Gympie.

MIVA MUTUAL
IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY

The following newspaper items are all the information
gathered to date about this Society.

Maryborough Chronicle - 6th September, 1893:

THE MIVA MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY.

(by the Orphan).

If a visitor upon alighting from the train at the Miva railway
platform, were to ask a native for references of local
institutions, he would undoubtedly be referred to the Miva
Mutual Improvement Society.
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During the time when the Dickabram Bridge was under
construction, the presence of so many railway employees
rendered life fairly endurable from the many forms of
entertainment got up in the local school-room. But the navvy is
now an inhabitant of the past. Upon the completion of the
railway, he sought fresh field, taking with him his love for some
of his grandiloguently termed concoctions such as “Kill-me-
quick”, “Strike-me-dead”, etc., and the local residents were
thus thrown upon their own resources. Grappling with the
need, a meeting was held in the Miva Provisional School about
twelve months ago, and as an outcome ofit, the Miva Mutual
Improvement Society was formed with a membership offorty.
A president, secretary, and working committee were
appointed and meetings of an instructive character held at tri-
weekly intervals for some time. The floods of February
however completely disconcerted the Sociéty’s arrangements,
and the work dropped for the time being.

Fine weather having come again, meetings are once more
being held under the presidency of Mr L. Jenkins, and on
Saturday last members turned up in strong force. The
principal item on the evening’s programme was a “Spelling
Bee"” divided into two sections, for children and adults, prizes
being given in both cases, and a very creditable display of
spelling was given. A programme of songs, recitations and
readings was then entered upon when the latent capabilities of
the Miva residents were brought to light, although many of the
artists exhibited a haughty disregard as to the tune of the
various songs given. It was resolved to hold the next meeting of
the Society at Munna Creek in a fortnight, when some
additional attractions will be presented.

MIVA SPORTS

During the First World War, Patriotic Sports days were
organised at Miva with the proceeds going to help the war
effort. Mention is also made of tennis and cricket matches,

1qLb

A, 'Lhempson,

Maryborough Chronicle - 26th October, 1893:

(from our own correspondent) October 25.

The monthly meeting of the Miva Mutual Improvement
Society was held in the local school room on Saturday evening
last. The subject chosen for to be discussed was the New
Australia co-operative movement, and judging by the rapt
attention which the audience displayed, it is evident that the
doings of the pioneer band are eagerly watched by those left
behind in Old Australia. The first speaker was Mr D.J. Bell,
who in alucid and remarkably sympathetic manner described
the movement from its inception, paid a high tribute to the
Jounder, Mr W. Lane, and took his hearers across the ocean to
the locality granted by the Paraguayan Republic, and at the
conclusion expressed his opinion that the movement was
bound to succeed, so long as the first principles were adhered
to. Mr J. Lipsett followed and in avigorous speech combatted
the assertion of the previous speaker. A graphic description of
the Apostolic Communism, was given, the Jesuit settlements
in early Paraguay were sketched, and the present movement
fairly criticised. The speakers principal reason for predicting a
downfall was the antipathy of the present inhabitants towards
foreigners, for says a late writer, the Spanish American hates
strangers almost as much as hard work. Messrs. K. Nahrung
and A. Gesch followed, but an ominous shake of the head of
the last speaker seemed to say, “With all Queensland'sfauits, |
love her still.” The meeting closed at a late hour, all agreeing
that the efforts put forward were noble ones, and deserved to
succeed. It has been decided by the Society to have a
demonstration at Christmas time, something similar to a
Welsh Eisteddfod, when substantial prizes will be given for
various subjects.
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WVanue 4/) ¢ pair Towls, J. Kunst (W.
C. Nubrung 1/4) ; Lwo drakes, I,
Krafy (W, C. Nahroug 8/). six hens,
Mrs. G, Jumes (W, C. Nahrung
10/6) ¢ k.dmg potitoes, J, Bluckwal|

wus o invil- TWo €0 Nuhrwg J0/) ;) bhag mniv,

e a4 . ed Ly ojen funclion, bul was S Kunst, (K. Nohrong 1,i/6).
Palﬂotlc Day at Mlva unuble Lo comply with tho request, The connnittee  ulso n'ulmowl.:-lgu
having: previously pccepted an invi- thi:  undermentioned donations —\,

The vecent Mive patriotic sports i
aid of (ho Tlaro Shire patsiotic (und

tation , (0 open a.

siwmilar fele  at I, Cuanlley L, J, . Atherton A9,

were held on the Miva school greunds
Thorc¥was a fair attendaner, all tho
surrounding districts being represonts
¢d. 1L was atranged thal Bliva,
Theehine und Kunyan  should  con-
blne for the celehration of [ulriolic
Day, and Ltho combination proved a
great success in cvery wayv. An en-
ergelic commitiee  was forued, with
Mr. G. W. Nuhrung as scorclaty, and
the following collectors wure wp-
pointed to canvass their  allutted
Aistricts : A, Nahrung (Miva and
Munna), C. Walson (Thechine), .
Day (Kanyan), . Gesch (Sexton),
W, Crulley. Tu every case their ab-
peals mel with a  lhearly responso.
The weather was all thal ceuld he
desired, and by 11 o’clock thesports
ground presented an  animaled ap-
Pearance.

Stabs had  been orvecled  on  the
LJrounds, ware  sll Kinds of tewmpling
eatibles, solil drinks, fancy wprk cte,
could ba purchased. NMesdanes Lipsetl
Caulley, G. W. Nahrung and W, C.
Nahvung were in charge of the stall
and “Puddy’s’” market, while Meo 4
Wynne capably filled the position of
parman, abt the soft drink booth, All
day long the assistants wero kepl
wusy and by nigh({ practically cvery-
thing was sold, All gilts donaled
aere either suld in the stadls o auce
tioned, a8 il was decided  there
should o no rallles ete, M. L. Lip-
sett, in conducting the auction, Prov-
o mimsell n cabuble sulesmat,  Mr,

Vauple, The day's sport opened with
6. crickel match, ladies v. gents, the
latter having to vHowl lelt handed,
und hat with a round slick, Despite
these handicaps, the gents proved thy
Victors, defeating the Jair sex by 33
Lty 17 runs. Hlowever, (ho ladies
proved themselves “sports'™ for  at
thy conclusion of the molch, thoy
conducted he gents Lo Lhe hooth,
where ench lady  “‘shouted’ for, onc
of the opposing tcam,

Atter thoe anateh all sul down 1o
luncli, whicli Look :thoe form of y hos-
ket plenic, the commitloe providing
the ten,  Aflerwards the ygporls pro-
granime was proceeded awith, Messis,
). Waxner, ©. Walsen and W,
Nnhrung wore i charge of the faces,
A featuroe ol the sporle way the lavge
number of enwrioy  received, and (e
sxelling ginishes of all the races,

After the sports, an auction s
of gilfts Look pluce, wilh (he follow-
My results i—Nicer, donaled by H,
Lipeett, nought hy W, C. Nahranyg,
£5 ; bull endf, W. . Wilkon (W, U.
Nalirung €4y ¢ Jdersgy  heifer, (. W
Nuhvang (I €, Reyuer £1) 5 doe-
soy erdf,  Miss Konoio Nulivunyg (1.
Ruayner £2/10/) ; pig, W. TL Wilson
(G. Nahrung £1);, gont aul kid, Mcy
V. Gesen (W, ¢, Nahrung 6/); pig,
I Iswnst (W, C. Nahvong 5/) 5 Dig.
[L Hrotvigsen (W, C. Nabrung 7/6)
pig, 1. J. denking (. bawe 4/), Te-
flonaled andisolil o T, Nuyner 1/
/)y 5 pair ducks, 1I. lknowles (.
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Jo ML Gtherton £330 W, G Nuhrung
L3/3/, Watson Bros. Xa/2/0, M.
denking £2/274, F, G, BReyner L2/-
00 Dy Lo/ 80 W Luener
LL/%/, 18 Francs L3723/, K, Nahe
nmg L1/1/, C. W, Wright, »v1/1/.
E. M. Lowis £1/1/, W. Wilson i£1/-
1/, A, Larper L£1/1, . -
ner  L1/1/, A\ J. Shapland
seur, L1171/, Je  Wood X1/-
I3/, oo Rulmer 41/1,,. C. Sullivan,
L171/, Ars. Dindmersh L1, J, W,
Blowers £1, 1. I’, KunsL L1, C, 11,
Nunst L1, Mrs, Giesch L[, Mra, Sgn-
derson L1, Walter Intlerson £1, W
ratterson £1, A, ‘Thompson 19/06, C
Bluck 10/, J. 1% Blackwel 10/, C.
Neilson 10/, J,. ¢, Carlson 10/,. S.
J, Carlson 10/, ¢, Jwues 10/, A.
Anderson 10/, A, I Kunst 10/, A
I3, ITartvigsen 10/, Wo Kunst 10/,
Wy 0t JU/Z, W Sauer T, WL Gesel
10/ I lenderson 1o/, A, SShapland
junr. 10/, 4L I3 Gesch 10/, AL
Strawbridge Lo/, J. €, Juensem 10/,
I Anderson 5/, Jas. Weir 5/, C.
Dakin &/, L. Dakin 5/, A, l{ellmun
5/, Mrs. DBalderson 0,7, Miss Jlowen
5/, d. Grlllin G5/, Mrs, Naylor 3/, T,
Kralt 5/, J, Wynne o/, J. YFiddler
i/, Re Hrown 5/, W, MceKowen 0/,
A, Wilson 5/, I, Oirt o/, Do . Birt
5/, . Radicker. 5/, J, Ormes 5/, J.
Alitehell 5/, A, D, Curswell 5/, A.
Helme 5/, N, Jeppson 5/, J. G, Wil
son 5/, I°, Gritlin 4/¢, P, Tievgholles
3/. A Tallnek iy, R, [laneen 4/, |03,
Steggall s, 0, howe 3/, 0 Keallt
2/60



Other donutlions

wereg—Mrs, :
tuker, table cloth;  Miss L. I ;

table cloth W, lenter, 1 Lin piy-
cuils y Miss A ,Rayner, sweels ; Mg
W, . Wilson, cake and swoets AMrs,
W, 11, Wilkon, cake and swoels ; 1%,
11, Reyner, vegelahles pnd feait 5 W,
C. Nalwung, vegetables | G. W, Nuli-
rung, vegetables ; Mis, Knowlos, Lwo
Moyleyw ; Mrs, W, (, Nobrung,
pickles ;  Mrs. K, Nalhrung, bread,
hiune and [roil; Miss Nugeni, swoetn;
Alrs, Lipsell, eges and ¢akes ;- Mrw,
Raynor epps ; Mrs, Healer, cnkes ;
AMlss G, Wlilson, hougucets ; Bliss
Scotl, bouguiets ;  Adeline  Lipeeit,
houguets o AMres, W, Patterson, two
cases plnes ;. Mre, W, (iegch, fancy
work ; ', Meideman,  haend-made
tray ; Mrs. W, ), Caulley, Jruit ; and
Mra. M. Jemkins, cake,

The tolal veceipts swere s Cush do-
nations £65,/12/6;  auction  sgales,
£20/06)° ; proceeds stall gnd cenirance
fees, £26/14/2, grand total, £112/-
12/8, Tapenditures W. C, Nahrung's
accounl, L£5/16/11 ; J. Dlackley's
account, £2/16/; A, DPostle’s ac-
count, £1/9,1; freights, 4/11; tot-
al, £10/7/8:  lenving g credit bal-
ance of £102/5/6 to he forwarded Lo
tha Tinve fund,

_ 7’934
Miva Rodeo.

Outstanding Success.

————

#

LARGE ATTENDANCE AND
TAKINGS.

The vodeo conducted at Jiva on
Saturday by the Miva and Guualda
Sports Committee and Maryborough
Show Soclety was an outstanding
success, 'The picturgsque grounds on
the ‘bank of the Mary River made an
jdeal setting lor the campdralting
and other events. No fewer than 370
adults paid for sdmission—children
being free. and around the ground
more than 100 cars were parked. The
lotal takings for the day and the
dance at night amounted to £123, and
this as well as the attendance, is a
record for Miva and any of the sur
rounding districts.

.2 main object of the sports was
to declde the Miva-Gunaldi represen-
watives at the rodeo to be hell in
Maryborough in  September I'rom
which a team will be selected to rep-
resent Wide Bay at the Viclorian Cen-
tenary Celebrations. The open camp-
draft and buckjumping and bhullock
riding events were the only anes con-
nected with this competition, the
other eveuts being condtcted by the
two local sporting bodies.

The organiser of the chain rodeos,
as they were known, Mr. T. .J
Strong, was present, and after being
introduced by Mr. O’Keeffe, Chairman
of the Miva Sports Committee, con-
gratulated the organisers on the
large attendance. He also Driefly
outlined the working ol the
rodeos. Mr. O’Keeffe apologised f(ov
the absence of Messrs, E. H, C. Clay-
ton, M.L.A. and ‘B. H. Corser, M.1LI,
who were to be present, but who were
prevented through sickness,

In 1923 the Miva Annual Sports were commenced, and held
each year at the Miva School Reserve. The first sports day and
dance was planned for the 17th November, or the nearest full
moon. They were started to raise funds for a piano for the
school, which was also used as a public meeting place. After
this was paid for the Sports continued with the proceeds being

used for public purposes. In 1931 the funds were used for

further improvements to the school building and grounds.
1934 saw the first Miva Rodeo.

The chief event in the morning was
;the malden campdraft in which good
¥ e work was witnessed. ‘The scale
e points was as follows :—Cul out
15, course 5, horsemanship Hy, horse
work -0, total 100. M. Lewls vollec:
ted the first prize with Rainbow, J.
Davidson being second with Dlaeck
Apple, and J. Paterson third with
Bessie,

Eleven competitors lined up in (he
open campdraft, one ol Lhe elimitie-
tion contests, and cowpetition was
very keen. In this event A, lLewis
achieved signal success. He secuved
the first three prizes. while_Luuith
place went te Black Apple.,

The bullock riding was very execit-
ing and the exhibition of riding a bul-
lock backwards glven by Peter Byers,
an aborigine from Euroka Station, in
the Gayndah district, was extremely
skilful, In this contest he and Jack
Owens, a former Gympie boy, divided
first prize, while Cumeron Tucker,
who only during the last few months
took up station lite, and —. Scholl
tied for second place.

A fine exhibition was put up by
Jack Owens on his buckjumper in
the buckjumping contest, It was this
fine ride which secured for him the
first prize, while Cameron Tucker and
J. Davidson tled for second. They will
be the represeatatives in Maryvbor-
ough.

The other eventg were all very in-
tevesting and close finished, especial-
v (e dee and bending raees, wlibeh
cause:s]l mueh excitement among the
crowd, ATl the entrants in the hunt-
ing events also perfomued well

The bulioci: for the camndrafiine
and hailoek riding were supplicd by
Mre, W, O, Nalrung.

Peter Byers also enlertained the
crowd with yodelling numbhers, while
Dick Hupghes, in hizg American cow-
boy outfit and on hlg cow pony, gave
a fine demonstration of rope throw-
ing.

Luncheon was provided by Mrs.
Maguire and lLier assistants, and Miss
Nahrung had charge of the sweets
stall.

The préceeds will be divided on a
basis of 50 per cent to the Maryhbor-
ough Society and 25 per cent to eachi
of the Gunalda and Miva Sporis Com-
mittees,

THE EVENTS.

The results were as follow:

Maiden Campdraft: M. Iy is's
Rainbow Li—2-=32.20. ol 81
peints. 1: J. Davidson's Blick Apple
12--5—2%.—20 roral T 20 1L Pater
rx'uag:‘ Bessiv, 13—5—10--25. (atal 0,
1, 1er slarters: M, Lewis's S
W Birts Cirbine 63, 1 I\?;}lllilr?~
Sanhire 64, V. Channer's Zig Zag 55
AL Wilsens Don a6, v '."!];lllﬂ(‘l"-"l
Molly 54. A, J. Owen's Bess 55 A,
sSorrensen’s Jake (lost beast), E. J.
Caulley's Memory 53, v, Channer's
Black Bess 52, V. Birt's Tony 40, W
Seheifebbein's Bonny (fell), = o

41

Open Campdraft: M. Lewis's Bar-
ney 13-—5—135—33, total -86, 1: M.
Lewig's Blue Face 13—5—32—13, to-
tal 83, and M. Lewis's Don 13—5—32
—33, total 83, equal 2; J. Davidson's
Dlack Apple 13—5—36—28, totul $2.
4. Other starters: A. J. Wilson's Don
§0, V. Birt's Tony 76, V., Channer's
Memorist 71, W. Scheifetbein's Bonny
66, V. Channer's — 50, E, Kellher's

Y. Channer's

Saphire (lost beast),
Zig Zag 63.-

Huckjumping @
ron ‘lucier
2.

J. Owens 1,
and J. Davldsou (ualy

Bullock riding @ Peter Byers undg )
Owens (equal) 1, Scholl and Cyye
ron Tucker (equal) 2.

Tilting the Ring: J. Orphant,

Maiden bending race: J. Dayy
son’s Dollie 1, J. Nuhruug's Flirp »

Maiden flag race:
P. Jeppeson 2.

Open flag race: P. Murray's Dlack
Apple and Sonny Boy, divide L and
9

Open bending vace: Q.
Plue Fuaece and G, Kessel's
divide 1 and 2.

Ladies' flag
1 and 2.

Morden Funt: W,
W. Turner's Pasha 2,

Open Hunl: V. Channer's Memor

Aantas

race @ Mrs. Orphant

ist 1 G. Mantz's Blue Face and Ihw-

ney divide 2,

Two trophies were disposed ol 1iu~

ring (he day and were won us [l

low: Handbhag, Miss . Nahrung ;

bridle, Mr. 8. Mitchell.

The hall was crowded for lhe

dauce at night, the music being sup

plied by Mra. Kunst’s orchestra. Nn-
velty dances were won as follow: I,
Mrs. A.H@offman; S.
Kunst and Mrs. Bulmer; L, Balder:

Krafft aund

sen and Miss Adams.

J. Paterson 1,

Nany,

Dirt's Silver 1,

MIVA SPORTS. q30

The sportiug events resulted:—

Potato Ruee (17 entries):—1. Jep-
pron 10N, Nabroug 2.

Mclon Raece (7 entries):—N. Nal-
rang 1, A. J. Wilson 2. (Prize of £1
donated hy W. (. Nalrung.)

Tyre Raee (20 entries):= ih Caulley
1, W. Morris 2,

Milk Raen (15 entrics):—k. Lipsctt
‘1, W, C. Nahrung 2.

Noviee Bend (18 ontrica):—P. Jep-
wpson 1, . Caulley 2.

,_ Novelty Race (13  cutries):—>Miss
TBheehan and E. Lipsett 1, Miss Grffin
and J, Dav 2.

Bowling at Wickey (70.enlriei
Bhapland, K& ) o)

Musicul Chairs P 85 (12 entries):
~—Miss Jenkius -anH ii..bay 1, Miss
Grifin and N, Caulley 2. (Trophies
presented by A. Nahrung and W. H.
Bauer.)

Tiltin ing for ecars (11 en-
tries) :—N. Nahrmng 1. N, Caulley 2.

Tilting “the ring for lovees (10 en-
tries):—P. Jeppson 1 aud 2.

f
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1936 Sports conditions

No.

No.

No.

No.

Nell IS )

1

2

. 10

.11
12

Tilting at Ring - once around ring, 6 rings, must canter
or faster. No deliberate breaking allowed,

Melon Race - riding either saddle or bareback, about
100 yards to melon. 4 horses in heat, winner only to
compete in final. Rider to be off horse at word go.
Novice Campdraft - cut out time allowed from whistle
1% minutes. Judge to allow points at discretion. For
horses that have not previously won a campdraft.
Potato Race - 4 potatoes placed at peg about 40 yards
distant, Rider to dismount pick up one potato at a
time and place in drum at stick and repeat till 4
potatoes are in drum. 4 horses in heat - winner only in
final.

Maiden Bend - 22 yards to first peg, 5 pegs six feet aut
and one foot in ground, pegs 15 feet apart and 22
yards to return peg. Horses must do figure eight,
knocking stick out of the ground disqualified. For
horses that have not previously won a bend.

Open Bend same as No. 5, for all horses.

Open Campdraft same as No. 3 - for all horses.
Steer Riding - Judge to allow points at discretion.
Maiden Flag Race - 5 flags 22 yards to first peg and
pegs 15 feet apart. All flags to be put in drum off the
horse and in the event of missing the drum, rider must
put it in the drum from the horse. For horses not
previously won a Flag Race.

Maiden Hunt - for horses that have not previously
won a hunt. Hurdles 2ft 9inches, 4 jumps to be judged
by table of points set out by the judge.

Open Flag Race for all horses same conditions as No. 9

Open Hunt - hurdles, 5 jumps, 3 ft 3 inches to be
judged on poinis set out by judges for all horses.

Novelty event - 2 jumps for horses over about 2 ft. hurdles

covered with cloth first jump to be taken with both
hands available for horse, then pick up a melon,
mount and jump 2nd hurdle with melon and then race
for finishing line, rider must be holding the melon
when passing winning post (saddle or bareback).

Ladies’ events 1st 5/-, 2nd 2/6 nomination 6d. Figure 8, last 2

15 ft apart and last 2 bend sticks.
Hunt - 3 ft and 4 ft jumps.
Nail driving, broom throwing and bowling at wicket.

A meeting of the Miua Sparts Cammittee held in 1938 was
held “Under the stars™ at Miva School,

Miva Sports.

Patriotic Sports - 2nd World Wor.

Mive Sports

Miva Sports.
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Order for 1939 Sports
Luncheon Stall
28lbs butter
5lbs cheese
5lbs tea
14b mustard
40lbs sugar
4 gal. milk
24 double loaves
30 doz. halfpenny buns
65lb. block cake (sultana)
£3 mixed cakes
loan of 10 doz. cups
3 12Ib hams
10lbs corned round

1

Refreshment Stall

3 5lb tins minties

£2 small lollies

6lb box Royal mixtures
1 sugar bag peanuts
80 doz bananas

1 case apples

1 case pears

4 cases mandarins
200 pkts (4.6.8)

200 1lb packets

200 Klb packets

3 c.s ass. drinks

1 box cigarettes

2 doz. plaids

loan of 2 doz. glasses

The following bicycle races were included in the 1940
programme. A grader was hired to grade the bicycle track.

5 mile Bicycle Race- Handicap *

1st £2 & cup, 2nd 25/,

3rd 15/-; Nomination 6/-

3 mile Bicycle Race - Handicap;

1st 25/- & trophy,

2nd 15/-, 3rd 10/-; Nomination 4/-

Bicycle Race (District riders);

st 15/-, 2nd 7/6,
3rd 5/-; Nomination 2/-

Ladies’ events were also run. The bicycle races were omitted

from the programme in later years.

During the Second World Wat, sports proceeds were again
diverted to Patriotic Funds. The 1945 Bushmen’s Carnival
realised a profit of £116.2.4, with donations sent to Red Cross,

Red Shield and Missions to Seamen.

MIVA SPQRTS AND

S0V /g4

£200 Realised From
Big Day

A vy successial dav, with
Saporis and shosw, conclonding with
dooannee ar nichn, o was held ol
Mivi un Saturday

iy Jlunoh tiine what wus prob-
ably o recard growd had gather-
sod oon e geonids, and they, wit-
nersed a wost o interesting nuam-
ber v/ vl The horse con-
tests woie vory heonly conlested,
Btk Locse ang rvider giving ol
Sheiv sl and xame events were
so clozely  cuntvsted b the
fide was the only person wlho

110 deridee the winner,

te the loell eluss nine  vory
tine horscs Beed the jndgze, Colin
Kunst ziined tic blue  ribbon
with Tibhy ang N. R. Hibbett's
Bapline was second, There wore
11 enlriex tor the  Lests gtock
horse, sr. J, Malvine’s Meamory
ving &djmiget  Giest oand C,
Kunst's Tihby second,

The woold cotting and sawing

avents held the  darge evowd
spiellbonnd iy blocks  hit the

Kroumd only hractions of seconds

Itween them. (L Ward was in
uxeellont condition to win Dhoth
the wnacerhand and open chop in
fine sy, whilo M. Stevens won
the novice chop. 8. Kunst snd
Ntevena wresterd (hey suwing from
Roamd 1 Kiere,

The sparting puhlic were kopl
busy Ly various competitions
rueh s skittles and bats during
the niternoon, Tvenls were also
held for ladies and  ware  very
YU eontested.  Guessing  the

bt of #hes pole, @ fine stick of
87 teet, tuxed most people's
Imaginntion s te height, but,
Mrangely enough, correet lheight
Wity guess sl by  two _ persons-
Mre. Ao Wilson (senrt) amid Mr.
A, G Shapland. During the day
W hane was viaftled the winne: be-
g Gwenda Carswell, Mr, Ioss
Hooke winning & bridle and M
J. Blurkwel) o pig,

At lunsa Me. G, W, Noheong
(Fresident) iutroduesd Mr, 1., 1.
‘C. Clayton, MILAL wno was i
?ﬂll. with Mre. Clayton and party.
e ‘5"’“? neat £peech he oflicial-

,. eclm’ed the show cpei. AT,

H, Wilson (seemtary) moved
} of thanks tg My, Clayton
S was_carried with sccluma-

Inside the hail was full of 1arm
and gﬂiden Droduce, the two ex-
hibits ol one larm digplays hemng
worlhy of speciul mention  and
certiinly o credit (o the exhibi-
tors. The endinary  and ey
WONE sectioks were glao very well
prarouised and the prowess  of
e woniviiols af - the  distriet
would be bead 1o oexeer aloany
oither show,  The WA, (Miva
braehn hind wlzo 50 joneeompeli-
tive seviiay

The dance at vdght was lirae-
by nttendel,  the  door Likings
amounting  te LIy, being ooae-

card for Niva, Pl large crowd
made e laor space very  cou-
posted, Mas Kousts archestia

supplied the masie, Miss 14 Konst
plityine  tswa extras and Mo 2
Fangley was MU M lenry
Phintvicses and Miss Ko Dufiy
woare the conmers ol the Monie
Carnla

44

Dance

1 box chocolates

1/- block chocolate

2 small tins minties

3lb boracic crystals

1 gal. kerosene

14 gal. petral

13 gal. ice cream

30 hav-a-harts

silver cup val. 10/-

(bread and cakes from Axelsens)

Raffles

1 bridle 17/6
4 doz. boxes chocs. for sweep
cushion cover 10/-

A Drult amd o sweets ostall, o with
N T b ipselt e chaege, did hig
busines wring the  day,  while
Mizs I, Diy with o bevy ol ladivs
ool alter the  calering  ar
cangem-ents,  Luring the evening
My Witson thanked all fore thair
palionaze g assistanee, especi-
Ay judges nuwd  the committes
for i energotic work and oo
nuntieed U the Lkings iwonoun’ -
el to £190 Yor the duy. This e
ount. has incredased Lo wpprioni-
mutely 4200

The lollowing is  w list ol
evenls and winners ;-

SPORTS,

(Judgo . Mr. Ron Smith, Dreo-
veenn ;o Start2r o Jo C. Cavlson,
Miva).

Meslon Race < 3 Cooper [, W,
Byrnes 2 Polito Raen; U
Knnst aid G Canlley,  divide :
Tilting the Ring: C. A, Kunst 1,
G, Cautley 2 - Muiden Figuie s
Ler. Lacey's Acrobat 1, ). Mal-
vine's  Lonesome 2 Maiden
BVend : K, Harvey's Butlerfly 1,
W, Byrne's Tuucky 3 Muaid:n
Plag : L. Lacey’s Golderesy 1, M
Thompson's Sandy 2; Huunt. J.
Malvine’'s Chester 1, ¢, Kunsl's
High Rank 2; Hack: ¢, A
Kunst's Tibby 1, N. R. Hibbelt's
Daphne 2, Best School Pony : N,
Kunst 1, X, Brazell 2 ; Opex Fig-
ure 8 :: L. Lacey's Soideiosy i,
J. Malvine 2 ; Open Dend: (.
Kuest's Butterfly 1, J. Orphuanl’s
Lone Star 2; Open Flay . C.
Kunst's Black Angel 1, J. 0O
phint's Lone Star 2 Bowling at
Wicket: lu  Neilsen ; Slepping
Distanca : J, James ;: Helght of
PPole : Mrs. A, Wilson, senr, A,
G Shapland (tie)® Ladies' Boonts
—Rolling the Ball; Mrs. I Lip-
selt 1, Mra, J. A, Wade 2 Nail
Iiving : Miss A, Wilsan 1, Mre,
W. Jenking 2; Throwing the
Broom : Mrs. G. Palfrey 1, Mrs,

T, Reid 2,

WOODCUTTING.

(Judge : Mr Ron Smith, Broo-
weena ; Starter and handicapper:
Mr. J. Thompson, Gundlah),
Noavice Chop; S. Stevens [, W,
Dy 25 Cpen Chop @ G Warnd
1. M Thompson 2:; Underhand
Chop ; (+ Ward 1, M. Thompson
25 Sawing ¢ 8, Kunslt  and S,
Stevens 1, P, and R. Krafft 2.



FARM PRODUCE SECTION.

Cludge M. 10 Sauer, Gy.npie),
One [Moan Bxhibie 0 RO Cars-
well 1,1 Day 2 La.cerne Chafl;
G\, Naluang 1, V. Wright 2
Mixed Cledt o Go WL Naheung
Ouaten Chatt o G WL Nahrong
relish Potatoes 3 N W, Nah-
rung: Sweet Polatoes; G W,
Nahiung ; Swedes: A, R, Kunst;
Pumpkin G W, Nahrung ;O
Cobs Maize - G, W, Nahrung:
Mauize: G W, Nahrung, Commer-
cial  Cabbage: J. B, Wilson
Heqviest Cabbage : 1. Hamble-
ton;  Letinee : Blwyn Kunst
Prctroot ¥ Kreadft ;. Carrols @ A,
W, Nihrung o Eschalols ; Mrs
Baaliiecr: French Beans @ P, Day;
Peas P, Kraftt; Smoothleat
Pines; P. Day; Ripley Pines: P.

AL Kreafft 1, Mr, N Wraft. 20

J. Trhompson 1, Mrs, F, Kunat 2;
Fruit Cake : NMrs P, Day 1, Mrs
G, W, Nghvrung 2 Plum Pud.
ding o Mrs, 0, J. Kunst 1, Miss
Lo Carseldine 25 Plain Scones :
Alrs, AL Kunst 10 Mrys, J, James
Junes 1, Mrs, A, 1. Hofuan 2;
Mis, P Day 2 Rizcuits o Mrs, I
Junes booMrss AL 30 Hofthan 2
PBuns 5 Mrs, A, Pidwell 1, Mrs, P.
Keafte 4 Demper (men) @ Mr, F,

Marmalade Mrs, 0. ). Kunsf 1.
Mg, (o WL Nothvung 2 Jelly
Mrs, IL. Hausen, 1, Mrs, (. Lang:
Judge—Puff Pastry : Mr. Paufi:
~udge—Puft Pastry : My, BauM:
Best Cake of  Show : Mrs, J.
Thompson.

FANCY WORK SECTION.

Judges o Mrs, Meiers, \WVooloogi,

Thay ;o Puapaws C. Beckman; Hen

¥ies = RIS . ! e T : .
[Bgps o AL Nulhrung 3 Foney : T, Calourod

CULINARY SECTION

Mys. JMuher, Gymipie).
Work © Mrs. Clutter-
Day buck 1. 23, Gordon, 3,
eved Apron - '
Mus, . Cusack

Mis, Clutierbuck 1,

2, Teu Cosy

Embiroid-

(Judge o Mrs, K. Pike, Woolooga) AMrs Q. J. Kunst Mrs, 3. . , Y
Dolly Varden ; Mrs. H. fTooke Hoberg; Fancy Apron: Mrs, G The final blow in an exciting race,

1. Mrs. N, Nahrong 2 Spoige
RHoll . Mrs, J. James 1, Miss R.
Hooke 2; Plain Sponge: Mrs, G.

H. Langley 1, Mra. 7. Raynoe 2
Crochet TVOyley
Kunst 1, Mirs. P Day

Mrs, 0, ]
20 Milk Jog

—Tom Summers winning from his
brother Vic., who holds the Aus.
. tralian record, by one cut in the
tree-felling competition at the

W, Noloung 1, Miss I Nahrang Cover Mys. P Doy 10 Mrso 1717, Miva sports, 19 S
2o Teney Sponges Mrs. A, Nah- Ku st 2 Shopping Day © 0 Mpes &3
iang . 1’eaech Blocsom ' Alrs. N 0. J. Kunst Miss 15 o @
Nalkrung 1, Miss (B, Nahrung 2, Patehwork - Thorline {_‘&lillwy ),
special, Miss R, Hoclie ; Rainbow Mrs. ) Wade 2, Sy Bag

Cake o ales. L Atthow 1, Mrs.
L Fooke 2 Sultana Cako ;o Mis,

In 1949 a public meeting was held and trustees were
appointed for the Memorial Hall (this was the school building),
Trustees - E. Lipsett, W.H. Sauer, F. Bulmer, G.B. Nahrung
and N. Nahrung, In that same vear a letter was received from
the Department of Public Instruction re the transfer of the
School Reserve to a Recreation Reserve, It is interesting to
note that in 1950 the trustees took out a Public Risk Policy on
the Recreation Reserve with the S.G.1.0. for £1,000 cover for
an annual premium of £5.

Tenders were called in 1955 for the purchase for removal of
the school building, Two tenders were received but neither was
accepled, the trustees deciding to dismanlle the old school
building and hand sufficient material to the tennis club and
cricket club to enable them to build sheds. These clubs paid an
annual rental of 5/- each in 1958, and Mr A. Nahrung was
charged 5/- for grazing rights of the reserve.

On 3rd March, 1977, a meeting of the Recreation Reserve
Trustees decided to close their Bank Account, the balance of
$52.46 being transferred to the Trustees of Dickabram
Cemetery.

MIVA BRANCH OF THE
Q.C.WA.

Newscutting - 1928 (from our Correspondent)

C.W.A. Formed - A public meeting of ladies was held in the
Miva school on Saturday, April 14, for the purpose of forming a
branch of the Country Women's Association. Those present
were Mrs Walker (President of the Gympie Branch), Mrs
Carev (of the Gympie Branch), Mrs G.W. Nahrung, Mrs A.W.
Nahrung, Mrs E. Kunst, Mrs P.R. Gesch, Mrs C.B. Heater,
Mrs P.W. Krafft and Miss Connie Nahrung, Mr G, W. Nahrung
was present by inuitation to apen the meeting. Mr Nahrung
addressed the gathering and then asked for a President and
Secretary to be appointed for the meeting. Mrs G. W, Nahrung
and Mrs P.W. Krafft were appointed to fill the positions. Mr
Nahrung then left the meeting,

Article: Mrs. G. H
Miss Elwyn Kunst 2,
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Langley 1,

Mrs Walker, as President of the Gympie Branch, then gave
amost interesting address on the objects of the C.W.A. Those
present decided to form a branch of the C.W.A. and the
following officers were elected: President, Mrs G.W. Nahrung;
Secretary, Mrs P.W. Krafft; Treasurer, Mrs A.W. Nahrung.
The election of three vice-presidents was left till the next
meeting, It was decided that the branch be a sub-branch of the
Gympie Branch and that meetings be held on the second
Saturday of each month, at 1.30p.m.

By June of that year, their numbers had swelled to fifteen,
and their first venlure was to donate a perambulator to the
Gympie Branch to be left in the Rest Rooms for the
convenience of country mothers whilst in town shopping.
Meetings were held at the Miva School and at members’
homes, or occasionally at the Munna Hall and Glen Echo. In
December of that year, Miva became a full branch, rather than
a sub-branch of Gympie, The seventeen foundation members
of that year were Mesdames G.W. Nahrung, P.W. Krafft, A.
Nahrung, K. Nahrung, E. Kunst, W. Gesch, A. Thompson, E.
Lipsett, W.H. Sauer, H. Hartvigsen, P. Gesch, J. Channer and
Misses Wilhabel Nahrung, Konnie Nahrung, Nell Gesch, Mary
McSweeney and [, Channer.

The branch offered help to the needy in the district
distributing parcels of clothing and other useful goods te
families who had fallen on hard times. They came to the rescue
when house fires destroyed possessions of families. Parcels
called ‘Christmas Cheer’ were distributed during the festive
season. No record was kept of the assistance rendered,
remembering the Creed ‘T would be giving and forget the gift’.

Membership increased to 25 in 1930. They were very active
in fund raising, holding Euchre Parties combined with dances,
children’s Christmas Trees and from 1937 Fancy Dress Balls,
with a Juvenile Debutante Ball in 1948 instead of the Christmas
Tree. The big event each year was the Miva Juvenile Sports
Day, with various races - potato, egg and spoon, sack race,
threading the needle, and later included cookery and
fancywork sections.
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The branch donated a large parcel of clothes to the
‘unfortunate settlers’ of Beerburrum in 1931, money towards a
Wireless Transmitting Set for the Qutback in 1933, and in 1937
arranged for a Dental Clinic to visit the schools.

The C.W.A. organised the first Anzac Service at Miva in
1933, and still continue this fine work.

As atoken from the Miva Q.C.W.A. in 1940 the branch sent
gifts to each of the local boys in camp with the A.LF. in the
shape of canteen orders with which to purchase sweets or

cigarettes for Christmas. A parcel was made up and sent 1934, C.W.A.

overseas to Sister Hooke, who left this district for service as an Back L.to R : Mesdames N. Nahrung, O. O'Keefe, P. Langley, Miss G. Maguire,
LF. Nurse. Parcels of clothing etc. were constantly sent to Mesdames P. Maguire, E. Kunst

‘tAhl FA trali C f Ot CF (; t! = \:’h A(:O trali yF Frent L. to R.: Mesdames J. Gunston, G.W. Nahrung, Miss W. Nahrung,
e Australian Comfort Fund to ai e Australian Forces, Mrs A Nahruns, Miss G. Kunst,
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1938, C.W.A.

Back L. to R.: Beryl and Will Nahrung, Mesdames E. Kunst, McCullough,

N. Nahrung, Badior, F. Kunst.

Front L. io R.: Shirley and Joan Gunston, Mesdames R, Jenkins, G. W, Nahruna,
G,B. Nahrung, F. Bulmer, A, Nahrung, Mr G.W. Nahrung.

during the war years. Camouflage nets were made by
members. Material was purchased to be made up and held for
distribution amongst Australian victims in the event of bombing
and a sewing circle was formed, with the branch procuring one
dozen yards of grey flannelette to make up and anyone willing
to knit could procure wool. Mrs Hansen supervised the cutting
out of garments.

In 1942 on account of petrol rationing, meetings were held
every two months. Some of them were held at “Nonsuch”, the
workers’ quarters of Fairlie & Sons Sawmill, Miva. The mill had
not yet been built. Eighty-five children’s garments had been
completed to be distributed to needy cases caused through the
ravages of war. In 1944 a £10 war bond was sent to Britain for
bomb victims. Members knitted twenty skeins of wool into
garments, and made sixty other garments for wormen and
children in England, also a box of toys. Two cakes were sent to
a Women's Institute in Scotland. A nice collection of twenty
toys was sent to Montrase Crippled Children's Home, Lovely
scrap books were sent to Brisbane Children’s Hospital and
Glandore Private Hospital, and a crochet rug was sent to the
C.W.A. Hostel, Brisbane.

The branch heldits 21st birthday in the old school building on
April 2, 1949, at which a presentation was made to Mesdames
A. Nahrung and E. Kunst, who had been members for 21 years.

The first step towards the building of a Rest Roormn was taken
at a meeting held on May 17th 1949, when a special Rest Room
account was opened at the Commonwealth Bank. The branch
served at a Masonic Banquet and the proceeds from this
function, £3, formed the first depasit of the Rest Room Fund.

On the closure of the Scotchy Pocket School it was offered
for sale and the branch submitted a tender, which was
accepted. Aided by a loan fund from State Office, the full
purchase price of £350 was paid in February 1952, Mr A.
Nahrung of Miva offered to sell the branch a quarter acre of
land in the Miva Township, and the building was moved to its
new site in October 1952. It was erected by Mr A. Strawbridge,
assisted by voluntary labour from the husbands of members.
The first branch meeting held in the new Rest Room was on 7th
February 1953. The Official Opening coincided with the Silver
Jubilee of the Foundation of the branch. Both events were
celebrated on 18th April 1953. The building was fully paid for by
September 1957, a little over four years after the project was
begun. Since that time the building has been painted inside and
out, electricity has been connected, the verandah has been
closed in and a new verandah floor put down. Septic tailets are
being installed in 1986. New furnishings have been added and
old ones repolished and cared for. The Rest Room has served
as a Church, Sunday School Hall, Polling Booth, Meeting
Place, Dance Hall and Pottery School.

The branch paid homage to young servicemen who did not
return from the Second World War by the planting of an
avenue of Indian Cyrus trees leading up to the Rest Room.
Around the trunk of each treeis a chain with a plaque attached,
with thetr names inscribed.
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Following the 30th annual meeting in 1958, the branch
members and visitors watched the planting of a tree by Mrs L.J.
Jenkins and Mrs O.J. Day in memory of their father, the late Mr
Sauer, who had chaired many annual meetings, and had
audited their books. The branch thanked the Miva Rifle Club
for erecting a guard for the tree.

A day of remembrance and reunion was celebrated on
Saturday 15th April, 1978, when 130 members, former
members and friends gathered to celebrate the Golden Jubilee
of the Miva Q.C.W.A. Branch. Four foundation members,
Mesdames E. Lipsett, the branch vice-president; K. Day,
Wellington Point; N. O'Keefe and I. Maher, were among the
special guests at the anniversary lunch held in the Miva Rest
Room. Two foundation members, Mesdames M. Thompson
and J. Bulmer, sent their apologies. The highlight of the
ceremony was the unveiling of the Presidents’ Honour Board,

Three members were honoured in 1980 and presented with
“For Service” Badges - Mesdames J. Larner, E. Lipsett and N.
Nahrung.

Mrs A. Krafft served as president, secretary and treasurer,
holdina the latter position for a continuous period of 11 years.
Her recollections of the early days, included when she cycled to
meetings carrying one child on the handle bars and another one
in the carrier. Those were the days when members travelled by
train to attend executive meetings at Murgon, leaving Miva
Station at 1.30a.m. and arriving at Murgon at 6a.m. The return
journey to Miva ended around 10 or 11p.m.

Mrs R. Carlson, branch secretary in 1959, wrote a history of
Miva in a booklet entitled “Century of Settlement”.

Mrs N. Nahrung, a member for 53 vears holds the record for
continuous membership and has served the branch in the
capacity of president, secretary, treasurer and press secretary.
She has also provided the personal touch in her remembrance
of birthdays with a pot plant, and her instruction in craft work.
Mrs E. Lipsett, a foundation member, has been a member in
recent times, though her membership has not been
continuous,

Many organisations have come and gone at Miva, but the
C.W.A. still carries out its work in the district after all these
years, due to the dedication of its members, past and present. -

U b vem—
1978, C.WA. Golden Jubilee.
Foundation Members: Konnie Day, Irene Maher, Edna Lipsett and Nell O'Keefe

C.WA.
Mesdames N. Nahrung, J.Larner, E.Lipsett on the day they received their
“For Service” Badges.



PRESIDENT

Mrs G.W. Nahrung
Mrs A, Nahrung ...t ee s
Mrs G.W. Nahrung
Mrs E. Kunst ..............
Mrs A. Nahrung
Mrs A, Krafft ..o
Mrs Lance Dakin .......ccoooveeveeennen.
Mrs N.W. Nahrung ...

Mrs S. Larner ............

Mrs N.W. Nahrung ...

Mrs O. Day ccocveevereenn.

Mrs N.W. Nahrung
Mrs S. Mitchell ..............

MrIS O. DAV oo crrssreeeevassaessas s ene e cene e
Mrs R. Reece ........qugensiidismmissiimiimmisio
Mrs V. Wright ..o

Mrs N.W. Nahrung
Mrs D. Foster ..o
Mrs D. Foster ................
Mrs R. Sexton ..............
Mrs D. Foster ..............
Mrs R. Newcombe
Mrs S. MEGrath uvcccceeeiiieceiniecaininisssiinressesinssssesiressns

C.W.A. Children’s Sports

Horse and Sulky Days

SECRETARY

Mrs P.W.KIafft oot aasmeneneann
Miss W. Nahrung ...
Mrs Gunston ..........
Mrs F. Bulmer ........
Mrs F. Kunst ..........
Mrs A, Krafft ............
Mrs O.J. Kunst .........
Mrs N.W. Nahrung ...
Mrs F.C. Kunst .........
Mrs J. Egan ...............
Mrs A, Krafft ............

Mrs R. Carlson ..........

Mrs K. Lawrence ...........
Mrs S. McGrath ........
Mrs C. Nahrung .........
Mrs S. McGrath ........
Mrs R. Lawrence ........
Mrs S. McGrath ........
Mrs D. Foster ............
Mrs R. Newcombe

Mrs A.W. Nahrung
Miss G. Kunst .......c.coeeevine
Mrs E. Kunst ..ccccooiinnennennn.
Miss A. Maguire .........c..c....
Miss D. Antcliffe .ocoovvennennn.
Mrs G.B. Nahrung
Mrs N.W, Nahrung
Mrs G.B. Nahrung ..............
Mrs A, Krafft oo seeesiessessseaeseeeseevnes
Mrs G. Strawbridge
Mrs V. Wright ..........coovee.
Mrs L. Krause .....
Mrs S. Mitchell ....
Mrs A, Krafft ...ccocoovevveevennn,
Mrs R. Newcombe
Mrs S. McGrath .................
Mrs R. Newcombe
Mrs D). FOster .....aueiiiiiiieiimiorsmmsiisiisioe . 85
At present the branch has thirteen members, and holds

monthly meetings the first Tuesday of each month, except
January when it is in recess.

Now you have heard the story of

" the horse and sulky days,

I really think that after all, they

were the better days,

For when you go by car or truck,
you don’'t know what's in store,

“Ill give you a little instance and
you'll agree—I'm sure.

One warm mid-summer morning,

Mum wakes at peep of day,

Nudges Dad and says “Come on,
to-day is C.W.A,

So Dad gets up and calls to Dave,
‘Is there petrol in the car?”

Dave answers, “Since I put some in
She hasn’t gone too far”

The milking done, the poddies fed,
And Dad has had a shave;

Off they set quite merrily,

Mum calls out “Hooray Dave.”

They are doing 15 miles an hour,

Mum groans with every bump,

Then suddenly with a chug-chu.g-
chug X

The car begins to jump

Mum says “You better pull v >.Dad.
There may be something loos. ”
Dad gets out and sadly iinds,

The car is out of juice,

Mum glances at her wrist watch,
“It's half past ten indeed,”

The Meeting will be starting soon
And I hate to miss “My Creed.”

Dad walks along tn James’

And knocks upon the doot.

“Can you lend me half a gallon
George

To get mec to the slorve?”

Dad comes and puts the pelrol in,
There's sweat upon his brow;

He winds her up and says to Mum
“We ought o gel there now!”

It’s getting late so at 20 miles
Mum’s elinging to her hat;

Then all at once they hear a bang,
Oh yes! a tyre's Aal.
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They change the wheel, set off once
more,

There's a whirl in poor Mum’s
brain,

“We better take the short cut” ghe
says,
“Up through the lane”

Dad ‘agrees, he swings her round,
The hill is pretty steep;

Its slushy at the bottom

And the car bogs—axle deep.

Mum says “It's only half a mile
And time is swiftly fleeting,

So while you get the car out, Dad,
T'll walk on to the meeting.”

When she arrives, the meeting’s on,
“All in favour” the President says,
Mum, hot and bothered, shouts out
“Yes—
Of the good old Horse and Sulky
Days.”

by “Mum.”




ANZAC DAY

The Anzac Commemoration Services arranged by the
Q.C.W.A. branch have always been an important event in
Miva. They commenced in 1933. Prior to this visitors would
come from Maryborough or Gympie and speak to the school
children and their parents at Munna, Miva and Theebine
Schools. In 1931 Mr C.S, Trudgian of Gympie, who was a
worker for the returned soldiers of the Wide Bay District, was
the visiting speaker.

Looking back to the early 1930's the Anzac Service was held
in the Miva School. On the school day before Anzac Day, a Mr
Kerlin from Gympie, accompanied by Mr Bill Sauer, a
prominent member of the Miva Community, would visit to tel}
the children the Anzac story. The pupils numbering about
twelve 1o fifteen, enjoyed these visits and the boys in particular
welcomed Mr Kerlin because he would bring with him an
assoriment of guns, bayonets, grenades, etc., which they were
allowed to handle.

Also on the day before Anzac Day, a few local men would
erect a stage from trestles and wide pine planks. This was
decorated with the thick dark green foliage of the chestnut/
black bean trees which arew along the creek bank, The wall
behind the stage was plain weather-board on which was hung a
clock, a captured German machine gun, and the white marble
Honour Board which today hangs in the C.W.A. Rest Room.
Fresh floral wreaths were hung around the Honour Board with
the words ‘Lest We Forget’.

Newscutting - 1933, at MIVA

A fitting Anzac commemoration service was held in the
Miva school on April 25, at 11 a.m. A number of returned men,
and also awar nurse, were present. Thiswas the first occasion
on which an Anzac service had been held at Miva, and the
local branch of the Country Women's Association, who were
responsible for the arrangements, are fo be congratulated on
the success of their effort. A nice crowd was present, and after
the service, a very dainty luncheon, provided by the C.W.A,
was served. Many beautiful wreaths were placed around the
Honour Board.

Mr G.W. Nahrung acted as chairman, and after a few
appropriate remarks, the hymn “"Nearer My God to Thee” was
sung, after which the general confession was repeated by all,
This was followed by the uniform resolution, which was moved
by Mr W.C. Nahrung, seconded by Mrs Alex Nahrung
(presideni C.W.A.) and supported by Mr H. Brown (R.S.5.1.1..
of Gympie), who afterwards gave a very impressive address.

Mr. W.H. Sauer {one of cur honoured returned men) read
the names on the Honour Board, after which a minute’s silence
was observed, and “The Dead March in Saul” was feelingly
played by Miss Sheehan. All hearts were mouved as we thus
paid homage to the memory of our brave Anzacs, and to one
and all who had gone Jorth to fight for King and country.

Mrs Alex Nahrung sang the solo, “He wipes the tear from
every eve,” after which Mr W. Sauer, in a few touching
remarks, paid tribute to his comrades in the war, and
expressed appreciation of the effort of the C.W.A. in arranging
the function that was being held that day. The singing of
“Abide with Me", Jollowed by “God Save the King” brought to
a close a very impressive service.

The order of service has changed very little with the passing
of time. Mr G.W. Nahrung was Chairman for many years as
was Mr A. Nahrung, There were usually two quest speakers.
Musical items were rendered. Mr Ben Botirell, a railway ganger
at Theebine, had a very fine voice, and sang regularly at the
services. In recent times the Chairmanship has been handled
by Colin and Will Nahrung, with Mrs J. Sexton as regular
vocalist, along with the Theebine Sunday School children,

The Miva C.W.A. has not forgotten, as they carry on this
tradition, where people from the district can pay tribute to
those who served, and honour those who died for their
country.
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Anzac Day approximately 1939,

Back L. to R.: George Nahrung, Joe Jenkins, Jack Nahrung.

On cart: Nell Jenkins, ?

Front L. io R.: Henry and Bill Sauer, Nell O’Keefe, Ellen Nahrung,
Georje W. Nahrung, Alice Sauer,

On horse: ?

VOLUNTEER DEFENCE
CORPS.

During World War 1I, when the threat of a Japanese invasion
was a distinct possibility, a company of the Velunteer Defence
Corps was formed at Miva by Mr Bill Sauer, a returned man
from the First War. This unit was made up of men in protected
industries, those too old to join the regular forces, and some
not vet old enough. These fellows were issued with Army
uniforms and supplies, and were instructed in the use of a
variety of weapons - bayonets, rifles, and Lewis Gun, in the use
of explosives, map reading and making sneak attacks on
enemy held positions both day and night, Norm Nahrung, who
became a Lieutenant, attended Demolition School at
Enoggera. They were given specific orders to be carried out -
such as blowing up bridges and burning crops, should the
Japanese invade the country.

The following stories and poems tell of their manoeuvres.

“And so it was that on this particular night, that those
arranging these diabolical situations, advised that the enemy
had captured and commandeered this train and it was our job
to put it out of action. A strike party of eight was selected and it
was decided that the best place to launch a grenade attack was
about one hundred metres on the Miva side of the Dickabram
Bridge, at a point where a sharp curve in the line on a built up
embankment caused a 4 M.P.H. speed limit to be enforced.
Blackout regulations were also in farce, so the train would be
running without lights,



“On time, the unsuspecting driver and fireman on K9, which
came through Miva each week night around 9.45p.m., en route
from Kingaroy to Gympie approached the bridge, slowing
down to the regulation 4 M.P.H. As the loco passed the spot
where we were hidden in the long grass, a shower of eight
bombs, each containing about a pound of flour, crashed into
the driving cab. Never did you see such a flurry of frenzied
action as the driver, who I am sure must have thought that at
least the boiler had burst, cut the throttle and slammed on the
brakes, bringing the train to a grinding halt. After his nerves had
settled somewhat, and probably realizing to some extent, what
had happened, a torrent of profane threats burst loose, but of
course the attackers had disappeared without trace into the
blackness of the night.”

Contributed by Colin Nahrung

V.D.C. were on parade,

Chief said ‘Now men tonight

You go out on manoeuvres

For you must learn how to fight.’
‘You’ll split up into sections,

As you've often done before,

And the sections will be numbered,
One, two, three and four.

‘Number one will guard the bridge-head
At creek crossing on the right,

And number two position

Will be Dickabram Bridge height.

‘Shun! Section one and section two,
Quick march no time for loss,

Soon three and four will pass your way,
Your bridge they will cross.

‘The leaders then of one and two

Soon had each man in place

There was grim determination

Stamped on every members’ face.

‘Some crouched 'neath the shadows,
Some spread all around,

They held all points of vantage,
Simply fading into ground.

‘No one crossed the bridge, alas!
The men were at a loss,

Of one thing they were certain,
No enemy did cross.

‘At number two position,

The Sergeant climbed the hill,
While men lay still and listened,
Then listened and lay still.

No one crossed the bridge, oh dear!
We still layin’ in ruts

Legs and arms all aching,

And gravel rash on guts.

No one crossed the bridge, oh damn!
Where was the enemy

Were all the mugs of Miva

In sections four and three.

“Alot of amusing incidents occurred during V.D.C. days, but
one which comes to mind concerns some Army Officers and
NCOQO’s, belonging to a Victorian unit stationed at Gympie, who
were sent out to give us instruction in the use of various
explosives. After going through their demonstrations, they
decided as a grand finale to drop a large explosive charge into
the river at a point about two hundred metres downstream
from the bridge.

“About ten pounds of gelignite was tied into a bundle, a fuse
and detonator inserted and lit and then tossed well out into the
river, where the water was deep. Now ten pounds of gelignite is
quite a charge and when it exploded, the water literally shook
and boiled in an area about fifty metres across and of course a
large number of fish came floating belly up, to the surface.

“These Victorian fellows, thinking that fish would make a
nice change to their normal Army diet, dived into the water,
despite its being icy cold in mid winter, and retrieved quite a
large number which they happily took back to their unit in
Gympie. We locals refrained from mentioning the fact that they
were all bony bream, a species of fish, as their name suggests,
that are virtually inedible.”

Contributed by Colin Nahrung

Manoeuvres
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The waiting watching Sergeants
Of such great delay were full,
But soon they streaked for cover
They had heard a savage bull.

There’s sure to be a V.C.,

In the post for Scout O’Keefe,

He never flinched when threatened
By half a ton of bully beef.

At number one the Sergeants
Called out the men in wonder

And told them on the quiet

‘That some B had made a blunder.’

So number one got orders
To march on once again
The night was swiftly passing
Likewise the midnight train.

They soon arrived at bridge height,
But please what could they do,
The first thing there to greet them
Was our dear old section two.

And were the numbers hostile,
Why, the quarter master swore,
If you want it in a nutshell,

It was nearly total war.

Now total war is terrible,
Imprisonments galore,

Six months for Bertie Wilson,
Twelve months for Billy Sauer.

So back to base went section three
And sections four and one,

And section two, Oh! no sir!

Their job was not yet done.

And back at base they talked and talked,
And here’s what they will do,

They’re going to blame old Hitler,

And not one section two.

The blinking owls were now on roost,
The moon sank low on ridge,

As last three cheers for section two,

We crossed the bloody bridge.

Author Unknown



Private Les
by Les Kunst
I'm only a blinkin’ private,
In the Miva Home Guard.
My brother - he’s an N.C.O.
And it makes it mighty hard,
For even when we're at work,
No matter where we go -
It's “Les do this,” and “Les do that",
’Cos he's an N.C.O.
When the cows are in the yard
You should hear him let it go;
Says that milkin" bloomin’ cows
Ain’t no job for an N.C.O.
Then there is the pigs to feed,
The calves, the dog, the cal,
It’s “While ] make a smoke me lad,
[Les will you do that?”

Then the horses to be got

And off to farm we go,

Of course he's got to take the reins,
'Cos he’s an N.C.O.

| just plod along behind,

Noi good enough to drive it,

And someone has to screw the brakes,
Who! the blinkin’ private.

Of course we like the training part,

Our leaders are true blue,

There's Uncle Bill (Sauer) and Mr Jones,

And Mr Wilson too,

Then to boil the billies,

We must have some young lad,

So we chose the ane we thought the best -

See him - he's my Grandad. (Grandfather Sauer).

But when the trainin’s over,

And home again we go,

Me brother keeps remindin’ me

That he’s an N.C.O.

Today | got fed up with this,

I'll open his eyes wide,

It's me what's N.C.O.,

Which means ‘“’Nother Chap's Offsider”,

MIVA RIFLE CLUB

The Miva Rifle Club was formed in 1946, following the
disbandment of the V.D.C. which operated during the war
vears and had built a rifle range adjacent to the Miva
connection road.

In the early days the Army supplied the guns and the
ammunition. The club functioned under the captaincy of Percy
Pay, with Bill Sauer as secretary, until his death in 1958, and
Don Nahrung then held the position until he retired from
shooting in 1965, handing the books to Charles Radel.

Newscutting - 1948 MIVA (from our Correspondent)

Good attendances are the order of the day at the regular
monthly rifle shooting. From 24 to 30 members usually shoot it
out. The committee is arranging for extension alterations to be
made on the butts and mounds and a target shed is also to be
built as soon as possible. The original range was built by the
V.D.C. but it is inadequate now.

Last week’s shoot decided the winner of the trophy
presented to the rifleman who had the best three scores off the
rifle, during the past six months. Mr Joe White held the best
score with Mr Alan Armstrong a close second.

The winner of the trophy for the best score with the
handicap will be announced at the next monthly shoot.

These trophies will be presented at the Riflemen’s Dance to
be held at Theebine in July.

In 1959, Kev Shapland was elected Captain, and the club
took part in the Nicklin-Lowe Shield Competition, against
clubs as far south as Nambour.

Six members competed in Championship Shoots from
Bundaberg to Nambour, and although not taking off the major
prizes, usually won enough prize money to break even.

[n 1971 when Kev Shapland retired from shooting and left the
district, Keith Ross took on captaincy for twelve months,
before handing over to lan Kunst.

With the changeover to the F.N. Rifles in the late sixties, this
became a very expensive sport, and members gradually pulled
out, until with only four shooters left, the club folded up in 1974,

In 1953, joining fee was 10/-, a rifle cost £3, and ammunition
was free.

Today a rifle costs $700, and it is 30¢ a shot.

| Qus/4-6

The men met every Sunday at the Miva School and Sporis
Ground. While they trained, the ladies made camoullage nets
for the war effort. They also knitted scarves, socks and
balaclavas for the soldiers - some knitting well over 100 skeins
of wool. A committee also ran Patriotic Sports to raise money
for the Comfort Fund, Red Cross, etc.

Newscutting
Miva - 1945

V.P. DAY CELEBRATIONS - A large number of local
residents journeyed to Gympie to share in the celebrations on
Wednesday. All had an enjoyable time and voted the day an
excellent one. Members of the local V.D.C. were well
represented in the procession. On Thursday night one of the
mos! memorable nights in the district’s history was enjoyed by
all residents to celebrate V. P. Day. Dancing and fun continued
till the early hours, by which time most people could scarcely
talk owing to the constant cheering. The boys who have made
victory celebrations possible were not forgotten. A feature of
the evening was the solemnity shown when a minute’s silence
was called for in honour of the ‘Fallen Heroes'.

Newscutting - 1945

ANZAC DAY AT MIVA - A large gathering of Miva and
district residents attended the annual Anzac Day Commemor-
ation Service in the Miva Hall. Amongst the gathering were
several returned men, both from the 1914-1918 war and the
present conflict. The local V.D.C. was present in full force.

Some locals, non-members, nicknamed the V.D.C. men
‘Tin Soldiers’.
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RIFLE SHOOTING

Twenty-one members took pqrt
in the Miva Rifle Cind
shoot  on Sunday.  Conilt.
icns were rather  AUgien
on the 500 yard range. owing 1
cross winds and changing gy
The next shoot will be on Janyary
2 when a picnic mateh and ladiey
day will be held. Scores were -
L. J. Jenkins haudicap (10), 200
yds. 24 300 yds. 52 500 yds; 5
tora)l 83; K. Hoffman (28) 18 v
20 84; R. Badior (251 15 21 i3
82: F. Kunst (26) 23 2% 9 86; §.
Carlson (30) 22 19 7 78; G. Straw.
hridge (6) 29 30 15 80; Aub Kunst
(19) 28 27 26 101 A. Moltett (1)
30 30 20 S1; W. T. Jenkins (8) 2
27 18 7%; Herb Radecker (5) ¢4
25 17 76; E. Bivt (38) 25 28, 6
105; H. Sauer (30) 13 10 7 63}“D.
Badior (18) 28 20 15 81; L. Kunh
(35) 23 23 25 105; P. Day (31 21
26 15 95; W, H. Sauer (23) 27438
12 97:; W. Jenkinsg (31) 30 29 24
105; F. Bulmer (40) 28 27 19 105;
C. Nahrung (11) 25 27 26 02 T.

.Blackwell (24) 31 29 21 105; Alex

Nahrung (28) 24 20 98.




MIVA TENNIS CLUB

Before the First War, tennis was played on a court at the
Miva School. Little is known about the club in these times, but
of course most players arrived on horseback or in sulkies.

Newscutting - 1918.

The Miva Tennis club played their first match on June 7th
against the Kanyan Club, on the latter’s court. The Miva team
proved the victors, winning by 13 sets, 81 games, to Kanyan'’s 2
sets, 50 games. All thoroughly enjoyed themselues, andwe are
looking forward to another goodday’s sport, whenthe return
match is played on the home court.

Newscutting - 1918 - MIVA
{from our own Correspondent) July 28.

A basket picnic was held on the local tennis court on
Saturday July 19th, ta celebrate the day, which, during the
past four years of turmoil, we all longedfor - Peace Day. About
eighty people were present, and an enjoyable day was spent.
Games of all kinds were indulged in, but tennis was the chief
attraction, and some very good play resulted. During the
afternoon Mr A. Thompson, M.L.A., and Mr K. Nahrung,
delivered short uddresses, appropriate for the occasion, after
which the National Anthem was heartily sung. The games
were then recommenced and kept goine till dusk.

The Miva Tennis Club played a match against the Theebine
“Premier” Club on the former’s court, on Saturday last July
26th. Both sides had strong teams out, and the contest was
very exciting throughout. Each side had equal games to their
credit at funch time, but Miva gradually ferged ahead,
eventually winning by 23 games. The final scores were: Miva,
11 sets, 77 games; Theebine, 5 sets, 54 games.

Miva Tennis Players. 1958 Ladies.

Standing L. te R.: Shirley Lipsett, Hilda Nahrung, Bess Langley. Hazel Dakin,

Lil Bakin, Edna Lipsett, Beat Balderson, Meya Langley.
Frent: Moya Armstrona, Olive Shallcress, May O'Brien

Miva Tennis Players, 1958 Men

L. te R : Harry Ormes, Roy Ormes, Wal Mcl.ennan, Joe Jenkins, Lance Dakin,

Des O'Brien, Allan Armstreng, Fdaar Lipseit, Bick Ormes, Norm Nahrung

In 1919 George Nahrung wrote to the Department of Public
Instruction seeking permission to build a court in the School
grounds on a different site. It would appear this was built at the
four fig trees.

A ladder system operated where a player couldchallengethe
player above him for sixpence, to try to advance up the ladder.
It is said that Miva’s best players, and certainly their bestmen’s
doubles pair, were Chas Neilsen and August Anderson.

In 1947 a gathering of tennis enthusiasts inspected the old
tennis courts on the Miva Reserve with theintention of forming
a Tennis Club. The club was formed with a membership fee of
10/- for both ladies and gents. A tennis net was donated by N.
Nahrung, posts were pulled out before mowing, and suitable
wire netting was obtained.

The fees increased to £1 in 1951, and in 1952 the club joined
the Tiaro District Tennis Association. At one stage five Miva
teams played in the Association each Sunday. The club won
the ‘A’ Grade teams cup twice and the ‘B’ Grade once. Three
members won the ‘B’ Grade singles cup - Colin Nahrung 1953,
[ex Kunst 1955, and Don Nahrung in 1956. Lex and Don
represented the Tiaro Association in the under 19 boys’ teams
in 1954 and ’55.

Matches played against the Netherby Club were most
memorable as a close friendship developed between the two
clubs over the years. The following ‘Tennis Notes” have been
kept by Hilda Nahrung, and were written with ‘tonguein cheek’
by Stan Raabe of the Netherby Club in 1957.

Daon Nahrung and Will Nahrung
helding 1956 Trophies.
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Tennis Notes
by Stan Raabe 1957
On Sunday the Netherby Tennis Club travelled to Miva, and
yours truly took the opportunity of visiting this little community
in the backwoods, as a spectator of the ladies’ tennis.
Tennis fashions worn by the Miva ladies, while not DIOR
were colourful and original.

NELL JENKINS arrived sidesaddle on her roman-nosed,
wall-eyed mare, closely attended by a vicious looking, three-
legged kangaroo-dog, which answered to the name of
“Cuddles”. She looked quite chic with her off white frock
tucked into the botiom of her knee length red bloomers, and a
pair of wicked looking mexican spurs on her two-toned (black
and cow-dung) laughing side riding boots.

Her tennis racquet was strung with piano wire, which NELL
strummed like a guitar and sang hill-billy numbers between
shots. The only complaint that [ heard from the Netherby
women was that the wire chopped hell out of the balls.

On arrival of GLADY BAUER everyone gathered around to
admire her carpet slippers (her corns were Kkilling her) of
beautiful rich tartan and only slightly marred by two small burns
caused from using them to belt out bushfires. GLADY chose a
cream flannelette frock, with multi-coloured buttons down the
front, a purple sash, and a knee guard. The effect was quite
dazzling.

Play commenced at ten o'clock and HILDA NAHRUNG,
who looked charming in grey gingham, gorgeous gussies, and
odd sandshoes, took the serve but after four double-faults left
the court in disgust, muttering something about “damned
rotten elastic they sell nowadays”.

However after borrowing a safety pin from MRS RAABE’S
baby, this good lady came back to play with vim and vigour.

The first winning shot of the day was scored by ERIN
CARLSON, who was soundly applauded when she miss-hit a
ball straight down her opponent's sideline, however she
modestly gave all the credit for the shot to her husband,
explaining that he had had her practicing with a sweet spud and
a light shovel along the garden fence.

ERIN chose a green Tirolean hat, scarlet sweater, and black
and white polka dot skirt.

By far the most devastating shot of the day, was a
backbanded smash by MARGE NAHRUNG. The back swing
stunned her partner, the ball broke the Umpire’s glasses and
the follow through of the racquet wiped the grin and two front
teeth from the face of MRS RAABE who was on the other side
of the net. MARGE wore a tennis frock of shot taffeta (which
she cut down from a Ballerina) and rope sandals. Quite nice.

MIVA PROVIDED and the luncheon was a never to be
forgotten repast:

MARGE NAHRUNG'S scones took some beating, at least I
watched JEAN BIANCHI fight gamely with one for some five
minutes or more and she never looked like beating it. She finally
managed to slip it on to KATH HOFFMAN'S plate while Kath
wasn't looking and Kath in turn managed to pass it on to
NELL'’S dog, who fought it ferociously for a couple of minutes,
then disgustedly gave up and went home.

Somewhat of a hiatus was caused when IRIS LYONS
dropped a piece of ERIN’S sponge cake and broke the spout off
the china teapot. However the atmosphere cleared when
HILDA tactfully explained that the spout had been cracked
anyway.

Hilda brought twelve dozen sausage rolls which everyone
attacked with gusto but when she casually mentioned that they
had lost four cows from “redwater” the previous day, some
players turned quite pale and lost their appetites. The
afternoon produced tennis which had to be seen to be believed.
GLADY in particular going for every shot in the book, and late
in the afternoon she got one.

Play drew to a close when a toss landed on NELL’S horse,
the horse headed for hame with NELL in hot, but unsuccessful,
pursuit.

Altogether an exciting day

In 1958 the Netherby Tennis team was promoted to A
Grade while iheir rival Miva team stayed in B Grade. Erin
Carlson penned this poem to mark the event:

The Lost Tribe - A Lament
by Erin Carlson

The boys stood on the dusty court and gazed at the Railway line
“We must keep our upper lips stiff” quote they

‘Tis useless to repine -

The Netherby tribe has deserted us

And we can’t deny we've missed 'em,

Let's recall them once more and go our way

“Having got it out of our system.”

There was Archibald and his charming wife
With a cheery word for all,

Are their smiles wasted in Pennant Grade
While everyone watches the ball?

There was Stanley with the ready pen

(and thereby hangs a tale)

We're willing to bet he hasn’t yet

Written an ode to Rossendale.

And Tommy and Roy and cheery Dave,
With Bernie and Bonny Jean

They’re matching shots with the V.I.P.’s
And keeping their language clean.

And Norma dear we won't forget

(Her name’s rather hard to scan)

Is she “death on the net” as in days of yore
And keeping her end up with Stan.

“That’s all very well you blokes™ said Joe
“I'll mourn ’em within reason

But I want my revenge for that passing shot
That beat me (all the way) last season.”
T’'was Bernie that did it - the so and so

It’s put me on my mettle”

“And don't forget” said Rob with regret,
“Col and I have a score to settle.”

Who snatched the prize from before our eyes
In nineteen fifty-seven?

We won't get a chance this year or else

We'd show them - by Heaven.

“Now Gents” said Norm, “Is this good form?
Never mind how we fought 'em,

We're here lamenting our by gone friends
Not holding a post-mortem.”

“They’re up amongst the big nobs now

We hope they hold their own.

But in the good old days when they played with us
Let’s give a hearty groan.”

So here’s good luck to you, Netherby

But when the season’s through

Just one request - perhaps you’ve guessed,

We'd like another MATCH WITH YOU!




MIVA CRICKET CLUB

Quote from “A Century of Settlement” 1859-1959

Cricket in the district began with the Miva Club in the last
decade of the ninefeenth century with the Geschs, Nahrungs,
Carlsons, Mark Thompson and Jack Milne as prominent
members. In 1901 the remnants of this club joined with Munna
cricketers to form the Munna Creek Cricket Club. In 1902 the
new Club put down a concrete wicket which, except during
the war, has been in use ever since. At one time the Kunst
families were able to field an ‘eleven’ on their own - complete
with emergency and manager. This name is still well known in
the district cricket. Cousins Colin and Don Kunst not only play
with local clubs, but also shine in Gymple cricket and have
represented that city several times.

Another family prominent on the crickel field was the
Blackwell family, once well known residents of the district. Mr
Jack Blackwell was keenly interested in the sport and his sons
were good ‘all-rounders’ who helped to make the Munna team
a formidable one. In its early years the club members included
some aborigines, the best known being Moses and Yippie.
Their approach to the game coupled with their great natural
ability made them colourful figures in district cricket for a
number of vears.

During the Second World War cricket virtually came to a
halt, but in the immediate post war period, there was a burst of
renewed interest in the Miva area and it was decided to
construct a new wicket on the Miva Recreational Reserve,
close to the school.

Newscutting - late 1940’s MIVA

Cricketers Entertain - On Saturday last the Miva Cricket
Club conducted a tennis tournament to assist in raising funds
for their cricket pitch which is under construction. A large and
representative crowd attended and twelve lady and twenty-
nine men players took part in the tournament. The winning
lady was Mrs P. Langley whilst C. Nahrung won the men’s
prize. Other novelty events were held during the day and a
good time was had by everyone who attended. A dance at
night concluded a good day's sport and the funds of the cricket
club were considerably increased as a result of both functions.

A meeting of the club was held on 28th September 1947.
Those present at that meetingwere: R. Carlson, B. Carlson, G.
Blowers, A. Blowers, N. Nahrung, C. Nahrung, Alf. Kunst, T.
Cocking, K. Bulmer, T. Blackwell. New mat and cricket gear
were ordered and C. Nahrung was elected Captain, and R.
Carlson Vice-captain.

Newscutting - October, 1947 MIVA

Cricket - The opening match of the season was played at
Miva on Sunday against a team from Curra. Before the match
began the new wicket was officially opened by Mr W.H. Sauer,
who bowled the first ball to Mr Dakin Snr., of Curra. Miva
batted first and scored 131, best scorers being T. Cocking 34,
R. Krafft 31, G. Blowers 23. Bowling for Curra C. Jones 3/18,
T. Wagner 2/18. Curra replied with a total of 101, the only
batsman to reach double figures being C. Jones who scored
71. Bowling for Miva R. Carlson 3/25, G. Blowers 2/6, C.
Nahrung 2/8. Miva won the match by 30 runs.

New Cricket Qual - The new cricket pitch at Miva has been
completed and should prove popular with the local cricketers
as well as those from surrounding districts. The work was
done entirely by voluntary labour and mainly by members of
the Miva Club. However several people outside the club
assisted greatly and to all those who heiped in any way the
members of the club owe their thanks.

A few vears later when the Tiaro Shire District Cricket
Association was formed, the Miva Club always fielded a team in
that competition, and won the Premiership on many occasions.

Newscutting - 1949, MIVA

The Miva Cricket Club visited Gunalda on Sundavy last, and
had a comfortable victory. Batting first Miva compiled 188
runs. Highlight of the innings was the good knock of the
opening batsman, L. Krafft. He made 89 runs in 25 minutes. R.
Krafft (36) and A. Blowers (31) also batted welfl. Best bowler

for Gunalda was J. Balkin, who got the great average of 4 for 7.
In reply Gunalda made 148 runs. M. Streeter (59 n.o.) and B.
Heidemann (32) being the most successful batsmen. L. Kralft
also took the bowling honours for Miva with 3 for 4.

Newscutting - 1950, MIVA.

The curtain has been run down on the 1949-50 cricket
season. It proved a very successful ane for the local lads, as in
the 23 matches played in all paris of the district they won 16
matches and lost seven. The last match played was on the
Munna wicket, when the local team met the strong Gundiah-
Munna team, and were beaten by 144 runs. Batting first Miva
made only 43 runs. Don Kunst 23 being the only batsman to
reach double figures. Harold Balkin with his fast deliveries
routed the local batsmen, his figures being 7/6. Colin Kunst
2/22 being the other successful bowler. Gundiah-Munna made
a total of 187 runs. H. Balkin 74 and Colin Kunst 39 being top
scorers. Other batsmen to reach double figures, M. Wade 15,
J. Kajewski n.o. 15, and M. Thompson 13. Col Nahrung with
4/18 was the only Miva bowler to take more than one wicket.
Winners of the trophies presenied to the club for season’s best
averages are: Batting, L. Krafft; bowling Reg Krafft, most
catches L.J. Jenkins and Reg Kralft (tie).

MIVA RED CROSS

In the early 1950’s the late Mrs Bea Nahrung was the driving
force behind the formation of a Red Cross Branch in the
district. Members were drawn from a wide area with meetings
being held at Miva and Gunalda. A Junior Red Cross group was
also very active. Dances and Balls were among the main fund-
raising ventures and in 1959 for the fifth time the branch
doubled its quota payment to Headquarters, and so again
received an Honours Certificate. The president for that year
was Mr W.H. Wilson, secretary and treasurer Mr and Mrs A,
Nahrung respectively. Membership numbered seventy-four.

By the late 1960’s the numbers had declined and the branch
ceased to exist.

MIVA POTTERY GROUP

Miva Pottery Group was formed in 1973 from a small group
of C.W.A. women interested in handicrafts. Adult Education
classes began in the C.W.A. Room, Miva, and our first teacher
was Mr Ted Meredith of Maryborough. As he passed on his
skills over the ensuing months he became a good friend, and
our weird and wonderful first attempts became pots of
reasonable quality. Friends and relations no longer had to
guess what they would receive for gifts at Christmas.

Gradually the workshop was fully equipped and two pottery
wheels were acquired. Fifty-four people have joined the group
over the years and of those, two original members still remain
to assist newer members.

Our group owes a debt of gratitude to members of the
C.W.A. for the use of their room. These organisations are a
valuable asset in the fostering of friendships between old
residents and newcomers, as new members are always
welcome and assured of a friendly atmosphere.

The four fig trees that still remain where the
Recreation Reserve was at Miva, were planted it

is understood by George Gesch, Frank Gesch,

George Nahrung and Ted Nahrung when they were
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school boys in the 1880's.



MIVA SCHOOL

EARLY HISTORY

Details of the early days of the Gootchie School (later called
Miva), are sketchy and somewhat confusing.

In February 1874, Moses Jenkins of Slaty Creek, Gympie
Road Maryborough informed the Education Board that a
Provisional Schoaol had been operaiing for seven weeks with an
attendance of seventeen children, James Hunter was the
teacher, and some of the children came from the families of
Lipsetl, Jenkins, and Campbell. He asked for books and maps
and that it be recoamzed by the Education Board, The exact
location of this school is unclear.

Alsa in February 1874, Samuel Johnston of Mount Joy Farm,
Gootchie wrote requesting information on establishing a
school. He described the place thus “situated on the Miva Run
opposite the junction of Slaty Creek, with the Mary River, or
about 3 miles above the Miva Crossing of the Kilkivan Road.”
By May of that year the building was almost completed and the
Education Board had granted £60 per year which was
supplemented with £40 by the residents. This school does not
appear to have been erected on the site described.

The following letter to the Board by Mr James Hunter shows
that he was then teaching at Gootchie School (No. 188).
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In July 1875 the residents advised the Education Board that
J.F. O'Sullivan had commenced as teacher at Gootchie, and
the Board noted that the school had re-opened.

The residents of the east bank of the river wrote to the Board
in September 1875, requesting a Provisional School there as
their children “were unable to derive any benefit from the
Gootchie School on account of the River Mary coming
between”. No further mention is made of the school they had
opened in 1874,

An Inspector was sent in August 1976, and furnished the
following report about the Gootchie School.
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The application for a Provisional School at Slaty Creek was
approved in January 1877 (Slaty Creek No. 298). It appears this
was on Jenkins' property.

On 12th February, 1877, the teacher Mr Bowden wrote to
the Education Board -

“In reply to your communication of the 5th instant, [ beg to
state that [ am willing to take charge of the Slaty Creek part
time school, and conduct it with the Gootchie at alternate times
of the day for the sum offered. [ could spend three hours in the
former school and four in the latter, commencing at Gootchie
at 9 o’clock A.M. as usual and close at 2 o'clock - and resume
the duties of the Slaty Creek School at 3 o’clock and close at 6
o’clock.

“I am of opinion, that, there exist a sufficient number of
children in the neighbourhood of Slaty Creek to maintain a
daily average of 12 children. [ may mention that I have visited
lately, the several families in the district and found that, there
are 18 children, in a very neglected state, eligible to attend
school, whom the parents promised to send should a School be
established on that side of the Mary.

“I may mention that there is an unfriendly element at wark
among the committee of the Gootchie School - they are
opposed to the establishment of a school of any sort at Slaty
Creek, and should one be established deny me the liberty to
applicate as teacher. | cannot see the justice of this. But I leave
the matter entirely with you and am willing to act by your
decision.”

The residents on the western side expressed their discontent
to the Board. Their views were backed up by Mr Platt, the
District Inspector, in April, who believed the children could be
safely crossed to the Gootchie School.

District Inspector, Mr L. Kilham reported in May that the
Gootchie School should more properly be called the Miva
Provisional School as it was on the Miva Run and not in the
parish of Gootchie. The school at Slaty Creek, being in the
parish of Gootchie, could be called Gootchie Provisional
School. His recommendation was “that as they consider there
is a certain amount of risk attached to crossing it would be
better for both sides to share the risk and hold the school on
one side of the river one day and on the ather side the following
day. To this all were agreeable.”

This recommendation was adopted by the Board which
officially advised the residents on both sides of the river and the
teacher Mr Bowden in July, 1877.

By August 1877 Mr Bowden had written to the Board statirig
that the parents of the western side were not sending their
children to school and had threatened to withhold school-fees.
They also refused to share the cost of a boat to transport the
children, and-he was forced to use a hollowed out log, as the
boat he had been using had been ‘wilfully removed’,

Mr Johnston advised the Board on behalf of the Gootchie
School that parents were keeping their children home because
they were not happy with Mr Bowden, and didn’t think it
worthwhile sending their children five days out of fourteen. The
committee maintained it was too far for the children to walk to
the Slaty Creek School after they had crossed the river, and
suggested that all aid be stopped to the two schools, and a State
School be opened at Gootchie. They also agreed to cross the
children by boat not at the usual ferry at Mr Woods, but
insisted that it be at Johnston's Crossing.

[n September 1877 a public meeting was held in the school
and a unanimous decision reached on procuring a full time
primary schoolin the district. A building committee was formed
and £50 was subscribed in the raom.

Feuding continued with complaints being made to the Board,
which were answered by Mr Bowden in October, 1877.
Meanwhile, the Slaty Creek Committee had built another
school, this time on Government land at the Sawmill Bridge.

The application for a State Primary School made by the
Gootchie Committee was deferred by the Board in February
1878. The committee reapplied in June, 1878.

An inspection was made by Mr John Shirley in April 1879.

“There is an old controversy between the residents on the
opposite sides of the river as to the site of the permanent
school, each party desiring what they consider their own
advantage.”

“After inspecting the Slaty Creek School, [ rode down to the
river bank and crossed to examine the Gootchie building. 1
found it in the most miserable condition, the roof with holes
four and six feet wide, the floor with scarcely a sound plank
from the white ant and six or eight places where admission
could be obtained at the sides.

“With the exception of an old press, there appeared neither
furniture or apparatus in the place. *

“As the children could not be manoeuvred on such a floor
and as it appeared perfect cruelty to keep children in such a
school in wet weather, [ told the teacher to carry on the work in
the Slaty Creek building daily until | had reported the matter.
He will bring the children over in the punt and take them back
daily.

“I found out Mr Wood, a committee man on the Gootchie
Schaol side. He said they were ready to put the school in
thorough repair if they could have a separate teacher. I directed
him to communicate with the Department through the
Secretary.”

The Gootchie Committee made application for a Miva State
School in May 1879, however the Board maintained that
attendance did not warrant a State School and refunded the
subscription money to the committee to use for building a
Provisional School. By November of that year, the building was
completed.

At this time the Board chose to close the Slaty Creek School,
which aroused protest letters from the residents as far away as
Kilkivan Junction, but to no avail. Gootchie then became a full
time schaool, with the name being changed to Miva in 1882.

Attendance numbers had dropped off by January 1884, and
Government aid was withdrawn. The residents tried in vain to
find a lady teacher to take charge for a reduced salary. They
hoped that the expected construction of the railway would
swell their numbers and regain Government aid. The school
was closed for a time.

]Cou‘y)i/u/cc,'{c/l/ a the Locality mentioned inthe
Petibion ard proposed roadway ) 4 Plaro ¥4 ()




In January 1885, Konrad Nahrung applied for the Gootchie
School to be re-opened with Mr Bowden as teacher. He had
applied to be transferred from Glenbar back to Gootchie. The
building was described as 25ft x 16ft and large enough to
accommodate the expected forty to fifty children. A petition by
the residents of Dickabram and surrounding districts was
forwarded to the Minister for Lands requesting that a road be
surveyed along the bank of the river from the Miva end of the
bridge to the School Reserve. This was refused by the Lands
Department after communication with the Tiaro Divisional
Board, as it was thought to be very expensivé and unnecessary.
[n 1888 the name of the school was changed to Miva again.

Little information is held about the following years until 1915
when a memo was sent from an Inspector to the Under
Secretary for Public Schools regarding the additional rooms at
the School. This memo stated that the school was about four
years old and the classroom was 35ft x' 171t with a front
verandah. Two rooms had been added on one end of the
building and an awning along the back. He stated that the
classroom was capable of holding five times the number of
children presently attending.

As the Schools were built as Provisional Schools by the
residents, at their own expense, the Education Board had no
say in their design, and very often the Board was advised after
the building was completed, and a teacher employed. The
Board usually allocated a small amount of aid per annum for the
Provisional Schoals. In the instance of State Schaools, the
Board collected subsidy money from the residents, approved a
building committee, and the building was constructed to
Government specifications.

In 1909 the Provisional School became Miva State School.

In February 1922, moves were being made to re-open Sexton
School half-time with Miva. By March this was approved and
Miss E.M. Argaet, Head Teacher of Miva was transferred to the
position of Head Teacher of the Half-time School. It is unclear
how long this arrangement lasted but the Miva State School
remained open until August 1934.
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Miva School apening day ¢. 1911.

Newscutting - July 5th, 1916 - MIVA
(from a Correspondent)

One af those enjoyable happenings for which Miva enjoys a
wide reputation was held on Friday, June 30th, and took the
form of the annual picnic in connection with the State School.
Visitors from the surrounding districts, more particularly from
Munna Creek, came in large numbers, and amonast others the
presence of the Rev. Tempest and Superintendent Rolfe of the
Ambulance Brigade was much appreciated. Some time back
Mr W. Nahrung procured a couple of Moreton Bay figs and
planted them in the school grounds. This was done in response
to a request from the Department of Public Instruction, and
the ceremony of christening them was performed during the
day, by Mr Richard Lipsett, the Chairman of the Pichic
Commitfee who gave the trees the names “Anzac” and
“Kitchener”, and in his accompanying remarks referred in a
patriotic manner to the great events which are now
happening. Talking about shade trees in the school grounds,
various varieties have been planted from time to time, but none
appear to thrive so well as the fig tree. This giant of the scrubin
its large state has now almost disappeared but to the selector
of the early seventies, many a hard fought battle had to be
waged before the enormous bulk could be removed and the
land prepared for the crops. Large flocks of pigeons in the fruit
season were attracted by the blue ripe fruit, but the pigeons,
like the blacks who came in pursuit of them have now almost
disappeared. Forty years ago it was quite a common sight to
see a couple of hundred healthy blacks camped round this
locality, perforrning their tribal rites, but now the number is
reduced to a few living at Miva Station, “Charcoal”, a fine
looking man even in his old aae, died just a few davs ago.

This ancient people ne’er shall know
The land which gaue them birth,
Their bones, shall like their history, go
Back to their mother earth.



Miva School Children, 1918

Back L. to R.: Erif Bosel, Wal Jenkins, Norm Nahrung, Pear! Cauliey,
Ruby Jenkins, Percy Wilson, Henry Wright

Middle Row L. to R.. Norm Bosel, Bella Bosel, Jean Cuuiley, Adeline Lipset!,
Muyrtle Mohr, Hilda Bosel, vy Jenkins, Gladys Wright, Cecil Jerkins

Front Row L. to R.: Jane Bosel, George Wunne, George Nuhrung, luan Wynne

LIST OF SCHOOL
PRINCIPALS

James Hunter ..., 1874-1875
S o (O Sy T D S R | 51715
W, Bowden 1876-1880
5. Cottam ...w.sveas . iesisseueiiasamismsmsasmgismsavsin, 1681-1883
W. Bowden ......ccciemrvevnereeeeresiannn cernrerennnnsrnenens 188D
D. Hogan ..........cee. 1886
Mary McSweeney ......ocvcecvecrnesecnnn. ceirrneennerene 1887
Lewis Jenkins anziiis frais dhus iy i es 1888-1894
Hugh Grayson 1895
Grace Landells 1896-1899
Marian Austin 1899-1900

Ellen Bond ..u.cecevveeeiievnrecnnesicnensnenes L 1901-1904

Triffillia Campbell 1905-1908
Margaret O’Brien . 1909-1911
Elsie Nugent .....c....... 1912-1919
F. Eltherington .......... A T P e D (1RO}
Elizabeth Argaet ... . 1921-1922
Mary Delaney ..o ke bR s 19231925
Mary Sheehan ....ucocccenireiieinseresiesisenans e 19261932
[sabel Mathams .....coccovveeiviiiiianisninnns R e 1933-1934
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The clean-up crew dfter a function at the Miva School

Priemic at Miva School, 1939,

Miva School Children, approximately 1933,
Back L. to R Morris Krafft, Som Edmonds, Gladys Moguire, Jim Edmands,
Noela Edmonds

Front L. to R.. Cohn Nahrung, Reg Krafft, Gladys Edmonds. Beryl Nahrung,
Jean Krafft
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REMINISCENCES

contributed by Beryl Larner (nee Nahrung)

My primary schooling was here, although during all my years
the problem of keeping the school apen was a constant worry
for our parents.

On two occasions the school closed for a year or so as the
necessary average attendance of nine could not be maintained.
The first period my brother Colin and [ had correspondence
lessons at home and on the second occasion we shared a
governess with the Wilson family at ‘Binbirrim’,

Finally in 1934 the school doors were closed for the last time
and Colin and |, the Langleys, the Edmonds and Maguires
attended Theebine School, We walked the four miles once a
day, leaving school at 2.30p.m. to come home on the rail motor
three times a week. Twice a week we rode there in style in the
butcher’s delivery truck.

My first teacher was Miss Mary Sheehan, who stayed with
my parents during the week and rode to and from her home at
Gootchie each weekend. I can remember her being thrown
from her horse one day just after I started school. Some of the
other teachers [ had were Miss Mathams, Miss McLaughlin and
Miss Anson. They were all very young but my mother

‘mothered’ them and they became almost part of our family.

School was so very different in my school days. We used
slates and slate pencils sharpened to a fine point on a flat rock
at the back of the school. 1 wonder if it’s still there! Later we
progressed to pen and nibs and ink made up:from ink powder.

[ learnt my ABC by sight. Later when [ was in a higher grade
the system changed and preps. learnt ‘2’ like an apple on a
branch, Copy books were part of our lives and some pupils (but
never me) wrote an elegant rounded script. Maps were drawn,
never traced.

Much of what we learnt was by repetition. For instance, 1 can
remember Fred Bosel and | (the only members of Class 3),
standing on the verandah chanting “Liverpool on the Mersey”
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THEGHRISTMAS VACATION.
Aty 1’5} ATE SCHDOL.
;  The State Schdol at Miva c]ogctl for
the “Christmas holidays on December
W3th, and ‘the parcits and friends as-
sembled in force 1o celebrate the ocea-
sion, The day was beautifully fine. and
up to luneh time games of all kinds
cwere indulged in. Afterwards the com-
pany gathered in the school xnd &
tmusical wnd recitative programme wias
= r "
given. Dialogue, “A happy Woman.
by Konnie Nabrung, Konnie Krafit,
Norman Nabrung and Percy Wilson:
recitations by PPear! Caulley and Eileen
land Adcline Lipsett; songs iy the
school children, and & violin solo by
{Henry Wright. A hook prize wi~
given to every child, in addition the
following special prizes were given:—
Teacher's prize for dictation, Normn
Nahrung, 1: Ruby Jenkins, 2. Mr. K.
I Nahrung's prize for third class, Nor-
man Nahrung, 1: Pearl Caulley, 2. Mr.»
K. Nahrung's prize for first class. Ade-
line Lipsett. 1: Lric Wright, 2. i'rize |
by anonymous donor, Norman Nal-
yrung.  School Commiptee prize, Ade-
line Lipsett.

Miss Nugent, the head teacher of
the school, dcserves great credit for
the progress-made by the children dur-
ing the year. and to-day receivd the
pleasing intelligence that the thrce wirls
entered fram this school. Wilhahe! and
Ionuie Nahrung and FEileen TLipsett.
thad passed the examination [or en-
trance to the High Schonl at Gympie
in n mos! creditable manner. Wilhabel
Nabhrung was the first of the three. and
receiverd a handkerchiei satchel from
MisgNuzent. The orizes were distri-
buted sby Mr. K, Nahrung.

for two hours. 'm not sure if our monotonous drone lulled the
teacher into forgetting us, but at least 've never forgotten.

Every day started with the whole school reading the Good
Manners Chart and reciting The Golden Rule. To me that Rule
still provides a wonderful guide to living. '

The Inspector was an ever present threat to the young
teachers in country schools. He always arrived unannounced,
and teacher and pupils were terrified of his visits. | remember
Inspectors as sarcastic and generally scathing of our efforts and
I'wonder what today’s Teachers Union would have to say about
them. ;

Until the Inspector had made his annual visit, we had fifteen
minutes of drill each lunch hour. We formed fours and did
precision marching as well as vigorous exercises. We all hated
drill and [ was delighted when | was seconded to play the piano
for the marching. The ability to play loudly enough to be heard
was much more necessary than any talent.

Because ‘the school’, as it was known, was used for dances
we had the advantage of that pianc - it was our one luxury, and
our teachers made the most of it. Because of the piano, and
also because these very dedicated young teachers were keen
to bring some ‘culture’ into our lives, we had concerts. In
particular, Miss Mathams produced some fine concerts with 9
or 10 pupils, none of whom had any particular talent. People
from all the surrounding districts came and were well satisfied
with their 1/6 worth, which included a home made supper.

This large old building, unlined and unceiled, freezing in
winter and a veritable hot box in summer gathered us into a
tight knit group.

In retrospect, 1 don’t feel we were deprived because of the
obsolete furniture - the board that always fell off the warped
easel or the hard, splintery stools - for me, it was a happy place.
I remember the old Miva School with great affection.




— =

ABORIGINES

Miva lies in the heart of what was once Kabi Kabi tribal land
which covered the whole of the Mary Valley from Imbil to
Gootchie. The Kabi language group covered an-even greater
area.

The Miva section was called Binji-Bunji - home of the flying
squirrel (sugar glider), and contained many bora rings and
sacred siles for initiation ceremonies.

A white horse appeared in the area, possibly siraying from an
exploring party, and the natives unfamiliar with the sight called
it “Miva”. When John Townsend Atherton arrived in 1861, he
named his cattle station “Miva”, after the lone white horse. Mr
Atherton never had any trouble with the natives, and while
hostility between settlers and aborigines prevailed on other
settlements, there was peace and understanding at Miva
Station, with many of them working for Mr Atherton.

The most prominent of these was Johnny dJohnny
{commonly called Johnny Miva), King of the local tribe. A brass
breast plate with the inscription “Johnny Johnny King of Miva,
From John Atherton” was made by Mr Atherton and
presented to Johnny Johnny, who wore it proudly during his
lifetime. This plate is still in the possession of the Atherton
family.

Johnny Johnny, King of Miva, and Tootle,

Quote from “A Century of Settlement” 1859-1959

Johnny’s wife, Toto, had a stiff leg, the resuli of having had a
tendon severed at the knee by her spouse’s tomahawk. His
explanation was, “That Pfella run about too much altogether”.
The story is told that some children on the way home from
school once foolishly tormented Toto’s dogs with firesticks. In
a great rage she pursued the children, brandishing a
tomahawk. However she was hampered by her stiff leg and
the children reached the safety of a barn on a nearby property.
The owner calmed the infuriated ain and promised that the
children would not offend again. Thereafter they were careful
not to provoke the natives.

Mabel and Cobbo, 1915.

Other well-known natives were Johnny's brother, Doctor,
who had three wives and Charlie Durrawine and his wife,
Rosie. Charlie and Rosle had several children, including Moses
and Yippy who used to play cricket and tennis.

Yippy Durrawine.
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Natives named Sammy and Paddy also lived much of their
lives on Miva Station, as did Charceal and his wife, Topsy. The
latter had no children,

These natives roamed freely round the district visiting the
settlers, bringing them fish or performing a little work in return

for rations, particularly white sugar of which they were very
fond.

Sammy.

During the early years of the Annual Miva School Picnics, on
occasions the aborigines would gather, and decorated in their
ceremonial paint ,would give a corroboree. An annual event for
them was the receiving of a new blanket on the Queen’s
birthday. They would gather at the Miva Store and the Tiaro
Policeman would distribute the blankets - that night the gins
would sleep on the new ones and the dogs would get the old
ones.

Johnny Campbell ‘Kagariu”, one of the Kabi tribe, was a
notorious native bushranger.

Marvborough Chronicle extract - 3rd July, 1879.

The aboriginal mind seems at present to be very much under
debbil-debbil influence. The blackfellow Johnny Campbell,
who perpetrated outrages on females at Tiaro and
Thompson’s Flat last week is still at large, but the police we
hear, are on his track in the direction of Teebar.

and in another column of the same paper -
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Yippy,
Miva remarked to the incoming batsman, Moses =
"Hit 'im over Fraser Island, Mose!"

There is no news vet of the apprehension of the Coolie boy
who attempted a criminal assault on Mrs Bowden at Slaty
Creek. The womanwas walking along with her little child, who
was some distance ahead, and whom the blackfellow was in
the act of assaulting when the mother interfered, and the brute
then seized the latter and tried to throw her down. Money was
then offered by the terrified woman who was released on some
being given without being further molested.

Mrs Bowden was the wife of the Miva School teacher.

There was a price of £300 on Campbell’s head, and it wasn't
until he had brutally murdered a gin, that a determined search
was made for him, his trail being followed from Kilkivan via
Miva to Tewantin where he was captured. It is said the gins got
him drunk, to assist in his capture. On the return journey the
fugitive and his captors stayed overnight at Miva Station where
Campbell was chained to an old corncracker still standing at
the Station, His former tribesmen viewed him with horrified
fascination. He was hanged in 1880 at Boggo Road. The
outlaw's brother, “Kilcoy” Campbell died at Miva as a result of
a broken thigh. The story of Johnny Campbell did not end at
the gallows. Because he was such a fine specimen, his power-
fully muscled corpse was placed in a cask of preserving fluid -
4lb white arsenic, 2lb carbonate of potash, 3lb corosive
sublimate, 40lb common salt and 40 gallons water. His corpse
was transported to the Berlin Anthropological Society, and
remains a part of their display. He was described as Homo
Australis “Umbelah”.

Quote from “A Century of Settlement” 1859-1959

The natives had many superstitious beliefs. For instance,
they believed that a young man could not die. If he did someone
must have “boned” him. In such a case, his gin would be given
the bones from his knees to place in adilly bag. She would then
dream the name of the person who had “pointed the bone” at
the dead man. When a native died a fire would be built near his
grave, so that the spirit would not return to the tribal camp fire
and annoy the living. The aborigines believed that a spirit
which they called a “Duggine” guarded the uvarious
waterholes. If a strange blackfellow bathed in a waterhole in
the area belonging to another tribe, they believed that the
“Duggine” would do him harm.

Johnny Johnny and his tribesmen are buried in the aboriginal
cemelery on Miva Station, not far from their ancient initiation
grounds.

out quickly during a cricket match at

An employee of Mr. Atherton's, when corn was
being grown on Miva Station for Kelloggs was
heard to remark -

"Picking bloody corn,

Shelling bloody corn,

Bagging bloody corn,

Man smell like bloody corn.Y



KANAKAS

The Kanakas were South Sea Islanders transported to
Australia as plantation workers. A number of these were
employed in the Sugar Industry of the district. -

The following news items tell of one incident which occurred.
Maryvborough Chronicle - 25th February, 1885.

A fatal affray occurred on the Kilkivan railway works at
Dickabram on Sunday night, in which a kanaka met his death
at the hands of one of the railway navvies, variously named
William, Greede, Green or Kinnan. It appears that a few
Polynesians employed on Mr Lipsett's plantation on the Mary
River had cultivated for their own delectation a small patch of
watermelons, and on Sunday morning last the accused met
one of them carrying a melon and forcibly took it from him. The
robbed man feeling aggrieved, proceeded with four fellow-
istanders to Greede's humpy on Sunday night and demanded
payment for the stolen melon. It is alleged thai Greede made
no reply but picked up a very formidable stick from the interior
of the hut, rushed at the kanaka spokesman and struck him
heavily on the head. The kanaka died immediately. The affair
was made known to Constable McKay, who is stationed at
Dickabram, on Monday morning, and he made enquiries; but,
although several of the nauuies witnessed the occurrence they
refused to give any Information. Greede was eventually
arrested by Senior-Constable Pickering, and was brought up
at the Tiaro Police Court on Tuesday, charged with wilful
murder, and remanded. Dr Josephs, in the absence of the
Government medical officer, Dr O’Connor, proceeded to
Dickabram yesterday, in company with Mr W.H. Missing, J.P.,
to examine the body of the deceased.

Maryborough Chronicle - 4th March, 1885.

Mr W.T Reid, of the firm of Reid, Ward and Reid, who is
managing a branch store of his firm’s at Dickabram, requests
us to contradict very strongly a paragraph in our local
contemporary, identifying him with the man William Greede
who was recently arrested for the murder of a Polynesian in
that locality. We have no doubt the allusion to our townsman,
though annoying to himself and friends, was purely
unintentional, and merely one of those unhappy slips of the pen
which will sometimes occur to the mast careful paragraphist.

It appears the case was not continued. The victim was buried
on Lipsett property.

The best known of the kanakas who lived in the district was
dimmy Langhai, When the time came for them all to be
returned to their Island homes, some applied for a release
which alloweéd them to remain in Australia. Jimmy's was
granted and he spent the rest of his life at Miva Station. Young
men of the district used to tease him because he had no wife,
but he was unperturbed. “Me catch 'im. Me catch’im” he would
say with a chuckle. However, he died a bachelor at the age of
92, in Maryborough Hospital.

Fishing Tale - Some fishermen spent quite a time digging
worms - fished for half an hour and caught 34 muilet which
wouldn't fit in a sugar bag.

Newscutting - 1949

Fishing - For some weeks now, mullet fishing has been a very
popular pastime and some good hauls have been landed
particularly in the Munna Creek. When mullet are biting there
are few varieties of fish that can be landed with rod and float
line in greater quantities in such quick time.
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Jimmy Langhai and John H. Atherton

Ceratodus were so plentiful in the river that one could
watk along the edge of the water, and spear thHem among the
weeds with a pitch fork.

Mullet Fishing - Advice from the Butcher

Should you see a goanna on the way to the selected
fishing hole, then you know the fish will bvite.

If the wind blows from the east the fish will bite
better because they can smell the salt air.

The fish must not see you 50 never wear a white
shirt or a straw hat.

The fish must not hear you so don't talk, but if
they aren't biting throw in a handful of gravel
to let them know you are there.

1931

Fishing.—A good deal of fishing is
being done in the river and several,
cases of good cod being caught are
reported.
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HISTORICAL TRIVIA

NEWSCUTTINGS/
ANECDOTES

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA

Since my last, the weather has been delightful, and it is a
pleasure o go out, the mantle of green which covers the hills
and flats is all one could ask for.

Farmers are busy again, repeating the old dose, the potato
crop, is being pushed in with all possible haste, as this crop
ges a quick return, if successful.

Maize, pumpkins, turnips and other lines are being pushed
in vtgorously.

Dairymen are seeing a little more favourable, as | suppose it
would be safe to say, their supply of cream has doubled since
the rain, and they are all giving “Wide Bay Factory” the glad
eye, as their price for butter fai was well ahead of the
neighbouring factories. The cream supply of this district is very
d;u;'ded, Gympie, Maryborough and Murgon each getting a
slice.

First bananas on Urah grown by Tom Rayner about 1921, on one of the
soldier settlements.

Our banana growers are bringing in heavy supplies, but in
common with others in that industry the prices are not giving
much encouragement, still one remarked In conuversation - we
must send more away.

The Banana Industry - Last year 772 cases of bananas, 43
cases of beans, 39 cases tomatoes, and 127 bags pumpkins,
were consigned from here for the southern markets. In
addition large quantities of bananas are sent two or three
times a week to Brisbane and Maryborough in the bunch.
They are mostly sugars and lady fingers. This industry is
making big strides here. The experiment of the consignment of
pumpkins was very successful, especially as the market was
very low in Queensland.

The Recent Flood - The recent flood in the Mary River whilst
not affecting Miva has left the banks of the river near the
rallway bridge covered with sand washed down from the
higher reaches of the river. The sand in places is several feet
deep.
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Newscutting - 1931, MIVA

Wild Pigs - Many of the farmers are being greatly annoyed by
a large number of wild pigs which come out of their mountain
lairs and do great damage to growing crops. Several parties
have been organised to shoot the pests and some good hauls
are reported. There is hardly a crop in the district that has not
been rooted up or damaged by them.

Opossums - With the opening of the opossum season the
graziers are suffering great annoyance by trappers roaming
through their paddocks shooting the pests, both here and
along the Kilkivan line. To make matters worse, the cattle are
being disturbed by the shooters using tarches. One prominent
grazier stated last week that many are keeping their fat cattle
with a view of the market improuving, but if the trappers still
continue to disturb the cattle they will have to send them to
market at a loss.

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA

Weather - Though no frost has vet put in an appearance
here, the mornings are cool with bright sunny days, making
folk feel vigorous, and our district is reflecting that feeling, for
evervbody seems busy. Dairying will be pushed, in the coming
spring, and several of our old established dairymen are making
arrangements for a branch dairy, evidently believing small
herds pay best, and with the general order of things now, there
may be something in it. Small farms and dairles would mean
less machinery and more employment. Farmers are taking
advantage of the fine spell, and are busy potato digging but
very few are being marketed.

Cattle - Mr G.L. Mant, of Gigoomgan loaded a special train
of very fine bullocks for Brisbane on Tuesday last. The train
arrived at the yards slightly behind time, but the 165 bullocks
were trucked, by three drovers in the good time of 26 minutes.

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA

‘Possum Trapping - A few local men have tried their hand at
catching 'Passums, but judging by the number of skins going
away, no big catches have been made, and it is time these little
animals were given a few years to breed up.

Newscutting - 1935,

The Effeminate Loco - The question of why a locomotive is
called “she” has been referred to a railway official. He replies:
There are many reasons for this. For instance, she wears a
jacket with a yoke, pin, shields and stays. She has an apron
and a lap, too. Not only does she have shoes, but she sports
pumps and even hose, while she drags a train behind her. She
also attracts attention with puffs and mufflers, and sometimes
she foams and refuses to work. At such times she needs to be
switched. She needs guiding and requires a man to feed her,
but most characteristic of all is that she is much steadier when
she is hooked up.



On separate occasions, two motorists through different
circumstances, found themselves in the same unenviable
predicament. One driver was taking part in a car rally, the
other driving in a slightly inebriated condition at night, Both
drivers mistook the railway line for the road, at the Miva end of
the bridge, and got their vehicles firmly wedged on the railway
line, and fearing a train might come frantically sought
assistance. Fortunately help was forthcoming and the only
damage done was a slightly dented ego.

LA T S S S SRS S S S R

Dickabram bridge has its own private ghost. During the
construction, it is said that a workman wheeling a barrow load
of cement to tip into one of the four steel cylinders,
disappeared. It is assumed he wheeled his barrow over the
edge and both he and barrow fell info the cylinder. No doubt
other barrow loads were quickly tipped on top of him. There
are many fishermen, who fishing for cod near the bridge on
cold winter nights, swear they have heard tapping and a voice
moaning in the very same cylinder. Perhaps it is only the
creaking caused by the expansion and contraction of the steel,
and the wind howling through the bridge supports, or perhaps
the ill-fated man’s ghost.

* * * * * * * * * * *

There are quife a few stories of people who walked, or
ran over the arches of the bridge, There are two Maryborough
meri who can claim the dubious honour of going across. Oneis
Len Wheeler, who now lives in Creek Road, the other is Ted
Rayner who resides at Mary River Heads. In Ted’s case, he
wore a pair of leather soled elastic side riding boots, and after
walking up one side to the top, fhought they might be a bit
slippery for the descent, so calmly stood on one leg, while he
pulled off each boot, and threw them down on the decking.

* * * * * * * * * * *

Newscutting - 1936.

The old signalman was the most important witness at an
action for damages. A man had been knocked down at a level
crossing. At the cross-examination he persisted that he waved
his lantern frantically but in vain. “Bill, you were excellent,”
said the superintendent, “lwas afraid vou would break down.”

“No fear,” was the proud reply. “But [ was a little nervous in
case they asked me if my lantern was lighted,”!!!

* * * * Y * * * * * *

During World War II, Maryborough was the flying base
Jor a RAAF Wireless Air Gunnery School which was equipped
with Wackett Aircraft, a small two seater Australian designed
and built aircraft. Almost daily, a number of these planes
would fly south to a point around Miva using the bridge as a
visual navigation point. Some times, these aircraft flew at very
low levels and possibly many a pilot was tempted to fly under
the bridge. On one occasion it is believed this did happen. An
aircraft, which at first could be heard but not seen, suddenly
rose up aboue the treefops, on a flight path which might have
taken it under the bridge. In recent times it is believed that
F111’s from Amberley use the bridge either as a navigation
point or target.

* * * * * * * * * > o

A mob of sheep driven from Monio overseered by a
gentleman named Homer, were run and lambed on the
Dickabram flats prior to the bridge being constructed.

* * Kk * * * * * * * *

Miva is pronounced 'My-va',
not Me-va.
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1940
The Song of the

© Taxpayer
The art of the taxing authority is
not unknown in the U.S.A, This was
compored In desperation hy a4 poet,
ahn deshied  modeslly 1o remain
annonymoug, and sent to White House-

Tux the farmer, tax his dnd;
ux whate'er he ever had |
It he's broke it's just won bad.
(jo aheail and tax the man.
rax bis cow, tax her milk,
Tax hia bed, tax hia euilt,
Tax hln pig, tax his pen.
rax hin Aocks, tax his hen,
Tax hls corn, (ax his whea'.
Tux hls wageon, lax the squeak,
Tax bl wife, tax his hoy,
Tax whatever gives him joy,
Tax hig baby, tax his cot,
. ax his all—who gives a Jot,
“giet his goat—tax hbis ass,
Tux his horses oul ai Erass,
‘ranx his fiddle, Lax his Low,
‘I'ax what Ne intends to sow,
Remember the Forgollen Mian,
In your so-ciulled taxing plan,
e has Income, so lhey say,
Mot of which he ought to pay,
‘iI'‘Rx the man thal's on the dole,
tint Wim fn a deeper hole.
‘l'ux the manufacturer, too,
Ho Is more than geeting throuzh.
Tax the man. who works for him,
'Fore hir pay cheque gets too thin.
Tnx his hufldings, tnx his chattels,
Tax his Ford and all its rattles,
Tax his stock, tax his cash,
Tax him double {f he's rash.
Tax his light, tax his power,
Tax his payroll by the hour.
Il he's makipg more than rens,
Add another five per cent:
Tax whate'er he has to scll,
If he hollers—tax hia yell.
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Novelty at Anzac Addresses,

A realistic toueh was aililed to the
Anzae Day gutherings at the Thee
bine, JMunna  Creek  and  Glenecho
scliools. whirh were attended by Mr,

A 1L Kerlin, The children of these
schools Inarnl o great ddeal vesterday
aboul the grivi truths of the Great
War, not <o much from  what  Mr.
Kerlin amt Cr. W, M. Sauer, who ac-
companieil hiny, had to say, hut  trom
the relics aul souvenivs which My,
Kerlin tool with Lim Irom the collee
tion in the Gympie Soldiers’ Hall anad
explained 10 the children Among

these was the wooden headstoen, hat-
tHe-scarred and weather worn, from a
wir grave in France, which hore the
inseription “Second Lieut, J. 0. Ethell,
Killed in action, October 3, 1917, 23rd,
Ruat, ALF Very Jittie seems to he
known al this soldier and Mr. Kevlin
recognisel] great inlerest among the
chilthren when he relerred to him as
the “Unknown Soldier.™ Another of the
souvenirs  was a peir of German
blucher hoots, the soles and heels of
which still bear mud, caked hard and
Ay, [rony the fields ot Flanders, The
Jamous ‘sword-bayonet, mill  bombs,
gax masks and steel helmels were all
interestingly inspected by the chil-
e, while many were prowd to fry on
the maxks and helmets.
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FERTILE LANDS AND GROWING HERDS

FLOURISHING, INDUSTRIOUS DISTRICT

VARIED PHASES OF RURAL ACTIVITY

northern railway al Theebine,

Tt s st ery bk 1o (e sixtics
when the pioncers lowel away (e
seral and eked  out u preenrions liv
inge Thiey safered wntold  hacdships,
ZDrgys avd pavkhorses toak Their <ire
plus produce (o Gympie,  The railway
worth hwad not  come (hen, and  the
brunch live to Kinguwroy  wis o fare
off dreaun.

Munna Urevk, stidl anere ur Jess a
problenm fup trafic, was  w uightmare
then,  The old-thners took (lieir dinys
to he Lawks i lowded their produce
uu their shouldecs, cluntied duwn (he
Tabeep  clifis  to the  water,  winded
through  snd climbed  equalls  steeys
hayks on the ollier gide fo load thed
drays {lere.

Those  woere e dave ol hard,
pioneering work.  Will w chvee bushel
bap of nwize  ovec  (heir shoulders
carly seltlevs  follvwae] w precarions
path dowys the elifis  and zig cagyged
their wav up o heartlreaking eliml
aftep tie crossing; they were stoul b
limb and musele.

To-day that s changed,  bridges
and erossiugs—though they huve not
yet solved the fivod problem—span the
water wavs  und  motor trucks carry
the produce to the raillicad.

THE RAILWAY

Well after the earliest  duys  the
railwiy veme trom Gempie lo Mary:
borvugh and the trek to- Gympic was
cut out, and Gundial heerwme the poinl
ul shipment, That o was o Hittle oty
S0 yewrs agu, Lader come 1y Kine
garuy line and Miva (ouk ity plave as
thie vailhead.

However, though the dernible isola-
tivn of the Lush Ty Leen conquered
will vurs, telephoues and wireless, the
mun on the laud finds  Jife  no vasy
progress to security,  The toads in
many parts. of the aren are bad. -und
ty those who export fruit thev are a
nightmare. The julting the Triit muost
et while traversing the ladd stretehes
ws an adverse effect on the produoce,
aml bruising deprives manv a struggler
of portion «of his hard-curncd return.

LEEK DAIRY and beef cattle herds, waving grasslands, acres of
cultivations, and hillsides of fruit farms mark the rural in-
dustry of Munpna Creck and Miva, prosperous little centres just a
few miles along the Kingaroy line from its junction with the main

The district is fertile, its people industrious, and even the maost
casual visitor must be impressed with the success -that has been won
by the pioneers and those who have followed and carried on.

But that is o problem of a0 Jightly-
populated areas,  Miva is gyl Iying
down resignediy. Tt ix pushing ahesd.
It is growing; the ronds i fur the

Puten on the Jand e oo theiv way, The

progress might b slow, Lut it js sure
and witl that knowledge  the people
arc content to lubour awnd Luild that
the future may give a wonderful liorl-

[tuge to their childien ang the wuticn.

INCREASED DAIRYING

Among  the vieissitudes  guffereq
theve has heen wone s far reuching
ity effeet than the prevadlin slump
in prices. 11 has been depressing, und
farmers lwve  losked this way and
thal fop # solution.  Oue sulstanding
clinge i being effected through jt—
that s, dairying,  FParmers more and
muore are adopting dairying, not that
the dairy industey hias not suffored in
the slump but becanse  the retury,
thongh low, is steady,

Forty-five yveara ago the firsl separw.
for was seen i the  ddistiiet, Last
year 72 tous  of vream  left Miva
station fop the putley Cnelories,  This
yeur. however,  there will be g re.
markable inerease due fo Ihe nervag-
ing aetivity in dairying aud o a
bomuliful season.  Evidenee of this s
seen i the shipment of  eream last
week, Nearly 33 lons of Jhe produet
passed  through.  So wreal has been
the duerense that extensionn  to thu
creaw shed at {he station have been
asked foro “The present arvenngenenis
are inadequate.  And witl the increas-
ing settlement aud (he  coming inte
vperalion of snallee vy herds, run
s np adjunet tu the fruil farms, the
production wil' leap ahiead farther,

Thousunds of wcres of  =ood serub
land, fdeal For fruil ;.:ru(ving. ure
weked up in fovestre veserves, Sume
diy. ['l’l'{l‘.lpa, this Lol will Lo ore
leased and « great influx  of scttfers
will e secured,

TIMBER RESERVE

The tintber reserve at the tup end of
the distrivt has ot been cut  sines
1926,27 when some six or sxeven nil-
lion yeel of Limber wus sceured.  The
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vutting comprised. in the main, pine
awd e sndlest tree wis 72 inehes in
gitth,  When culting is  again per
witted another lurge shipoent will b
seeured and  fresh money poured inte
the distriet. Though this yveserve may
trever be wide availuble for setthoment
there are thousands upon thousamds of
other aeres which, 7 unlocked. would
support wany settlers,

FRUIT GROWING

Fruit has played a big part in the development
of the area, and though this year the season was
not of the brightest and market values militated
against big shipments, there passed through the
Miva railhead 681 cases of bananas and 600
bunches. Pineapples to the extent of 495 cases
and --- cases of papaws were also despatched.
The total consignments of other fruit comprised
122 cases, and there were 899 cases of tomatoes.
Had circumstances been more auspicious the
consignments would have been more materially
enhanced.

Bananas find the soil and climate of the
district to their liking and thrive wonderfully.
Disease is practically unknown and the size of
the fruit grown has an all-round tally of totally
first grade. However, recently, some bananas
measuring 11 inches, perfect specimens of the
fruit, were sent away and the return proved a
great disappointment to the growers, certainly
the consumer pays for fruit of this quality, but
the grower’s return is often a ‘horse of another
colour’.

Mixed farming since the early days has been
the ‘long suit’ of the district and splendid
achievements have been recorded. The
agricultural land is subject to flooding and is
being continually renewed.

What hardship the floods cause to farmers is
much more than counterbalanced by the benefit
the land receives. Munna Creek brings down
rich soil. This waterway has its source in the
bluffat Biggenden and traverses a vast stretch of
country before it empties itself into the Mary.
Heavy falls at its head take about two days to
come down. Local rain, no matter to what
extent, has little if any effectonit. The old creek
has watered the cattle herds of years, the dairy
stock of nowadays, and borne timber down to be
rafted to Maryborough and other sawmills on
the Mary. Through the years it has watered the
land and dressed it with silt.

LUXURIANT GRASSES

The beneficent influence is seen in the growth
and thickness of the grass, paspalum grows
Juxuriantly. Rhodes flourishes and the natural
grasses are green and luscious. Along the river
bank grows a water couch and this provides
perhaps the finest feed of all for stock. The
cattle love it. They spurn the finest other fodder
the land has to offer to browse on this couch.

Lucerne grows easily and well. The haysheds
of the farms throughout the district bear out the
claim for the land as a great lucerne grower.
Tons upon tons of hay are stored away in stacks
in barns for the lean years. The farmers of the
district take no risks. Years of life close to
Nature have taught them that the lean years
come when least expected. Nature can bestow
largesse with lavish hand and also be more
niggardly than the closest miser.



The fardl prasiucy of the difieide bds:
always found “a regdwesele Iu other
puerts, and when King Dfought halds
sway tlsewhere tho Atjv‘a diatriet ia
uften fn the rescue. Lust ycar 901
bags of produce were sent by vail.
Potutues grow well in the districl.
They have o quality  that finde &
ready warket, The yield, though by nu
meins amongsl the record Ureukers, ;9
sound wnd constant.  The geucral aver.
ape sustained is From two and o balt
to three tons. wnd, given good prices,
there i« n return worth the having.
Mauize, also, s exlensively grown ind
must faris retnne abeut the U bushel
matrk to the sere which is considered
quite swtisfactory. There have been
bigger vields here nud there, but the
quulity of the product is sound and the
vield in keeping witle the labaur. Far
mers tind it o paying propositiva.
CATTLE STATIONS.

The wanie of Atherton, one of  the
varliest, if wot the carliest, in the dis
trict. is stitl carried on with the orig-
inal holking, Miva station. Mr Jd0 T
Atherion is Lhe present ywuer, and the
station spreads itself over wu nrea of
2000 neres (1 splendid grazing  coun.
try.  Othier lurge stations in the ad-
joining district sre Marodian and tig-
aonngan.  These Lwa statious adjoin une
another, and from the boundary  of
Marodisn  ucross  the  station  und
through Gigovmgan te its boundary re
quires a ride of 15 wiles. Dovedale
is anuther slation carrying lurge herds
and wccupviug #n extensive avreayge,

The water supply of the district is
pood.  Creeks  abound, and it is al
very intrequent intervals thut running
witer s not available, Up on the
VUreh mountaing wells are  plentiful
anil the water prablem seldan reaches
yeute dimeusivns,

The vuinfall is nol parliculurly lurge
Over « fourtecn year peried, from 1919
to 103, the nverage was 3835 inches.
Last veur's fignres were not’ available,
bt ot Fhogzglowe, abouat four miles from
Miva, the huae of Cro W, Saaer, the
yegistiation for e venr wus 405,44
inehes, AL thisx property s aoac ohjeet
lessam in the aet of prepaving far o
dronghit. A Livge hay shed bas aven
a0 tans of luecrne hay ready i play
its part whouhl  King Droualt :.l,'_':lill
pie . owp his wceptre, Urg Saner w @
compaiative “youngster” inothe dis
trict, He went on ta his present hahl-
i alwnt the time of the ar, To 1915
e let'c te e his it aiy country.
He «tift bears the ol his s
Viee, o was severc  avounded io o the
lett lea, lusing abovu 4 inches of his
thigh hases wnd thaugh e walks wila
W lmp aud has te conlend with puin
andd suffering, he hus wmude good  and
1ypities the spirit of the man vw  the
land.  He las great fuith in the dis-
triet wnd  degpite his handicup has
found time to give four vears of ser:
viee  ta the  Tiuro Shive, the Jocal
#uthority governing the ares. On Bat
ardoy o bridge spunning Munng Creek
wis opened end giveu his nawe in re
vugnitivn of his services. It was = fit-
ting und graceful tribate to lis stout.
beartedneyy,.

Miva is the chilhoad for thal
»of the districl. Though' lDBsm
e Jiig year for stock export, 1951 eattlo
and 332 pigs were shipped away. The
district breeds  fine cattle snd  the
prices for the consipmuents sold were
relutively good.

VEGETABLE E7JPPLIES.

At different perinds vegetables have
nenle o goodly  showing in the prus.
perity index of {he area, but. the ex’
sort figures last year showed u decided
slomp, Ouly six buags of cabbages wero
vailed,  The scesven wus not kind to
this  scction  of the  rural  activity.
Peas alse wese an lighl supply. A ere
M biggs wery \Irucked.  Bewns, on the
other land, fud mueh Letter, though
Ui ceutput e tot be regarded as ap-
prosching the peak shipmenls,

N total  of 630 Lags  went  away.
Though naturally vegetables are only
a szl sideline, the possitiilities of jt
Ligger production when the growih of
urhan population dewanda it cannol Le
furgatten und the fact that splendid
vegetables huve been grown and  ex:
ported turther enbauces the reputation
of the quality of the soil,

One thiug that inpresses the trav.
eller wt Mivu is the fact that the
settiers do uot sit dewn and whistle
fur the wind. If u thing nceds doing,
aud they can do it, they do so.  Tue
routls ure the higgest handicap to the
district,  ‘I'he farmers oliviously can-
unt huild their roads and run  the
farms, Lut they du what they cun. QOut
Glen Eehu wuy where bunans plunts.
tions eluxter the hilleides the roud is
i a frightful condition. The farmers
liere cut suother  truek through  the
serub gud  mude a8 deviation  to let
them get through. - Tt was @ nuble ef-
furt. hut with e wel scaseu it cut up
and Bually had to .he abundoned.

SELF-HELP.

Cranls by the Tiare Shire Conuej)
to farwers tu do work uvn the road
have proved wise ‘X[Dl‘llli“lll"-:‘. One
pyample af the value given is apan np
the road leading out to Bhaplauds, past
the Glew Leko echuol up the range.
Mere mussive logs have been fitted in
te hold the road on the ¢liff side wnud
oxtensive work bLas been dome. The
work carried out called for hard lab-
uwur and intelligence und the furmers
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carried out a splendid jub fur s cos!
of £20. An expert in road work s
timated that to put ome log iu place
‘would cust a “fiver’” and there  aro
wany of thexe logs apurl from  the
otber work. A dietrict which has moen
like that—anien who will nal give in
und Hlee to the comtort. of the cities

.must prosper.

+ Every district somewhere jn its his-
torv has seen much wining activily,
‘Ihe Munua Creck are  Yas Leen  no
exceptivn. At Fosest Vale and Run

cuing Creek there hus been a little gold

won and the district  bhax beew pros-
pected ever since the days of its Hirth,
1n this arca, alsv, coal bhas been  die-
covered, A seam wu¥ uucovered uot
?u' frem Mumns Creek in the general

ction of Plagstose.  An uld thner

‘ndumed Murtin Lawson, did some wurk

on it and u shipment was carted by
bLullock waggon to Gundiuh. The vean-
ture, bowever, did nout prove a success
und was quickly sbunduvned.

SOME PIONEERS.

Awong the pioucers twu real  old
timers still Jive and carry theie yeuars
lightly. They are Mr. W. Geseb uand
Mr. Heury Kuust. botl grey  beurds,
they cun tell tales of ioeredible bagd-
ehip when wmeu lived very trugally by
the copious sweutl ot their brow—when
tho ouly comfort was a slub but  aad
the umlyiug hope that they would see
better times.  They bolh huve dune sv.

The pust bus goue. ‘I'he present is
well. But, whut of the ruture! There
should be little tear of thut. The kLuat
of happy, Lright-eyed, sturdy children
seen Wt the picuic last Sulurduy wher
Suwer's bridge was upened gives  m
uassurauce that the work will he  cat-
ried ou and furtber success crown the
videavours of ‘all who have done their
bit to wmake the Miva and Muana iy
tricts a fertile, prosperous twwl, wbere
vuce only the wilderness reigned,

T
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Atherton's swamp near Munna. 1924




Opening Sauer’s Bridge.

Troin derailment at level crossing past Sandy Creek on the Sexton Road,
June 1925

Clearing wreckage.




Unloading lucerne at Miva.

Miva Township,

gruced the floor.

& . 1%00

MIVA,

A gocinl in aid of the Oddfellsw’s Society
was held in Mr. Heidman's burn, Friday 12tk
April, and wag snid to be one of the best dancen
yet held in the district. The sociul was well
putronised, between forly and fifty couple
The costumes of the ladies
were venlly eplendid, in partiular, Miss A.
llitkie, pale blue, Miss Woode and Miss Row,
white, Duncing commenced at 8 p.m., und
was kept up to near daylight.  All the quist
nooks were in great vequest by the courting
couples. I would like to warn one couple in
particular not to leave & handkerchief behind
them, &e it i3 npt to give them away, One
young lady in blue evidently thought her
young man was just the cavrny lower, going
to follow the young brother's example, eh
Dave? Sengs were rendered by Misses Walsh
and Lipwson, & recitation by Mys. Foster which
earned u well deserved ancore, ona young geng
sang, or rather gave an imitation of singing,
"Rocking the baby to slesp,” lots of the
audience wished he was, One young lady
Gany ** Is there yoom for Mary there.*  Judg-
ing by the siza of her, about & feet, it wouldn't
take mony Mavy's to twke up all the voowm?
Only one incident warred the evening, one
prominent Oddfellow talking wbour plugging,
but thawas all as 1 think the plugging would
have been on the other side., A couple ot
young chaps showed great sprinting wbility
during the night, a rvegulur case of run legs,
body iein danger. The Committes pud all
who helpsd are to bs comgratulated on the
suceess of the atfuir, wnd ‘tis to ba hoped they
will treat us to another one soon.
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Carting goods from Maryborough during the first big railway strike.

C. rgo0

s
MIVA,
A WEDDING AT MIVA.

; s opretty wesliing ool plice at Mive
aly sy, the Ist May, the Ly, De, Kaipe
uliginting, the contracting parties being M,
Thowazs Caully, of Guaalda, w Annie, ooly
iy ey of My, Johin Tolicek, of tids pleasang
little lueadity.,  ‘The bride, who was given nway
by Der fnther, lovked ehywrming, and was ai
terded by Miss Addys, of Duosbune, as brides-
matd 3 oaud te hotter, with ber winiiing ways,
uuele e of the younyg wen feel es if they
would like to tie w knot, we; espeeidly one
young farmer, who, by I witics during the
day, give one the mapressinn that he would
vithier he sitting inoan wmeebade with o brides-
maid than be Rocing with any Gypie young
lady,  Now, Tud, wiich of the thiee iz ittobe?
The biidegroum was witehed very envefully
by his eldest brovher {My. Jus. Coully—an Ips-
wien policeman) as best i, who pulled Tom
through in good style.  The wedding presents
were numen ws wid costly, ainongst them being
. buggy, horse, and  hatness from the bride's
purents.  After the eeretony the comprny sat
down to o capital wedding bieakinst, about
45 people being present  After the tonsts had
baen drank, und the good things dune full jus-
tice to, the bridal party left (nmidst w perfect
deluge of vice and good wishes) for Pialba,
whera the honeymoon wis spent.  In the even-
ing a dance was held in the lavge barn, abont
25 couples facing the musie, which was chictly
supplicd by the old favorite, Juck Milne the
M.C.-ship being left in the hands of Mr. G,
Nuhwng, who filled his pluce to perfection.
M. Chully canonly boast of one daughter, bot
if the tall nmoant of mnshing which took place
at the dince is any criterion, hie will soort have
four dicnziiters-in-law.  Humor has it that the
bobby wnd tho younyg kudy o Mackay are not
woltiy W waste muech time, but they will want
to =hift things if the® are going to be next, s
somesne will bave . nlee tule Gozeh n his
aris ere long,  Another young fady had u nice
little Cunelly-Hower 1n her arms, who was very
uttentive to her. Weall join in wishing Mr,
wnd Mrs. Caully long life swnd prosperity. Al
present at the function enjoved themselves im-
mensely,  Great eredit is due to Mr. and Mrs.
Tullock for the goud tiime we bad, und I am
only sorry they have not got another duughter
who would get inarried shortiy.  Bush people
help one wnother, wil thaoks are due to all
those who a0 f[veely ussisted Mus. Tullock on
that great day,

The toff daivyman need not be afraid to
drive his dray in daylight.

The Dickabram googdshed, like all other
good things, is n long time coming.

L am sorey to have to report the deaths of
two of our vesidents, the one being My, John
Johnson, an old and respected rvesident; the
tamily huve our deepest syinpathy, ‘The other
was Miss Adw Jensen, w young lady 20 years of
age. Mr. and Mrs. Jensen have our deepest
symputy, us it is only sbout 18 months since

hey buried a daughter 12 years of age.



WIDE BAY NEWS
27 July 1886
DICKABRAM

(from our own correspondent)
An inquiry was held on Tuesday last at the
Railway Bridge Hotel, Dickabram, before W C
Wilson Esq JP, touching the death of Thomas
Lee, a labourer on the Kilkivan Branch Railway,
who met his death on Saturday last through
falling from the Mary River Bridge at
Dickabram.
Francis Gough deposed to seeing the deceased
go on the bridge about 9 o’clock on Saturday
night and soon afterwards hearing a noise as of
someone falling on the bridge. Witness went on
to the bridge but could not see anyone there, then
went across to the hotel, and not finding the
deceased there concluded he had fallen off the
bridge and at once raised the alarm. Witness
stated deceased was very drunk; he had often
seen him the worse for liquor.
Luke Louis French, carpenter, deposed to
finding the body of deceased under the river
bridge; believed from the position in which the
body was found that deceased must have fallen
through the bridge; saw a notice up cautioning
people against crossing the bridge; knew the
deceased to be the worst for liquor; believed the
bridge to be safe for a sober man to cross, if he
had got good nerves; there was a footway
between the metals crossing the bridge about 3ft
6in wide, on which persons could walk;
deceased fell about 45t to 50 ft.
John Budd, carrier, deposed to accompanying
previous witness in search for deceased and
finding the body; believed the cause of
deceased’s death was falling through the bridge;
thought deceased fell about 50ft; saw deceased
about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, and again in the
evening about 7 o’ clock; deceased was the worse
for liquor on both occasions; the railway bridge
is not a public thoroughfare; there is a perfectly
safe crossing by means of the low level bridge;
there is nothing to prevent persons from crossing
the railway bridge.
Constable McKay stated that on Saturday
evening he passed deceased in Messrs
McDermott and Owen’s yard; he appeared to be
the worse for liquor; about 10 minutes
afterwards the first witness informed him that he
had fallen off the bridge; went back and saw the
body lying at the foot of the last pier of piles on
the east end, and from the position in which the
body was lying deceased must have fallen
through the bridge; deceased’s chin and jaw
were smashed and his neck broken; knew him to
be addicted to drink.
This closed the evidence for the inquiry. It may
be stated that while the approaches at each end of
the bridge have been completed for some time
the centre or iron part of the bridge is as yet
undecked (except between the metals) and it is
through this part that the deceased fell. The
night being a dark one and the deceased worse
for drink, he may have mistaken the walkway
and stepping off the wooden part of the bridge
fallen through between the ironwork. The
deceased is not known to have any friends in
Queensland, having come up from New South
Wales. The funeral took place on Sunday
afternoon, a number of working men from the
railway attending. This is the first accident that
has occurred on this bridge though scores of
people use it. Probably the centre of the
structure will now be protected.
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December 3 1884

A fatal accident of a very lamentable nature
occurred at Miva on Monday. The river at the
site of the projected Kilkivan railway bridge has
been so low for a long time that children residing
in the vicinity have bathed or played about it
without danger. The late rains, however
freshened the stream considerably, and to this
the accident is attributed. A number of the
children of labourers employed on the railway
works were at the Mary river on Monday, whena
boy about 10 years old, son of a German labourer
named Orrt, fell into the stream. A girl named
Pain, aged 13 years, heroically jumped in to
rescue him, and both promptly sank to rise no
more. As the drowning of the two appeared
inevitable, several of the assembled youngsters
ventured into the swollen waters to aid their
playfellows, and there was a prospect of more
than the two first-named meeting death by
drowning, when Miss Gesch, daughter of the
hotel-keeper at the Kilkivan bridge, appeared on
the scene, summoned by the shrieks of the
distressed children. This courageous young
woman instantly plunged into the river and
assisted several of the children to land, but
though she made every effort was unable to
rescue the boy Orrt and the girl Pain, who were
unhappily drowned. Search was made for the
bodies, and in the evening one was recovered.

Bridge victim

I read with interest the article on
the Dickabrann Bridge written by Mr
Alex Nahrung (Chronicle, July 28).

I think one of the graves men-
tioned could be that of my grand-
father, Thomas Megann, who was
drowned while working on the
bridge on January 18, 1885, aged 36.

News did not travel fast then, and
he had been buried for a few days
before my grandmother learnt of the -
tragedy.

My mother, the late Mrs Harry
Banville, of Kint Street, was nine
months old at the time. Other
daughters were: the late Mrs W,
Lewis, the late Mrs Ernie Skinner
sen., both of Walker Street, Mrs
Jack Stickley sen. and Mrs Tom
Barnes, both of whom lived and
died in Rockhampton.

My grandfather’s only son, Tom
jun,, lived and died in New Zea-
land.

My grandmother later married
Mr Dave Gitsham, and lived in
Coveniry Street where their daugh-
ter Edie, Mrs George Rayner, re-
sided until her death. — DULCIE
MOUNSEAR, 659 Kent St,
M'bora.



25 YEARS - 1986-2011

THE CENTENARY CELEBRATION -12 OCTOBER 1986

Planning for the celebration commenced in September 1985 at a public meeting held in the Miva QCWA Rooms.

The event was held on the eastern side of the bridge on railway land where the gatekeeper’s house used to be with more displays in the
paddock across the road and on both levels of the river bank. There were numerous stalls and exhibits including Maryborough Vintage
Stationary Engine Club, vintage cars, Queensland Rail, and memorabilia fromlocal private collections.

A big drawcard of the day was the railmotor provided by Queensland Rail which departed Gympie for Miva at 8am and returned from
Miva at 2.50pm. The fare for passengers was $4 adults and $2 primary school children. While at Dickabram the rail motor was kept busy

all day taking people, 700 in total, for short trips up to Sexton and back and out to Theebine and back. The railmotor was run by local men
who were railway employees.

The day started with a cross-country race and novelty events such as nail driving and broom throwing. The official part commenced
with a cavalcade across the bridge led by the Gympie and District Caledonian Pipe Band and comprised vintage railway pumpers,
vintage cars and motorbikes and horse drawn vehicles. Following this,the cairnin the new council park was unveiled by Councillor Brian
Dale the then Chairman of Tiaro Shire Council. Canoe and raft races, horse drawn ploughing demonstrations and tug-a-war
competitions kept everyone entertained in the afternoon. Newspaper reports estimated 1500 people attended the celebration.

DICKABRAM CENTENARY .
SPECTAT, RATT. MOTOR.

| el
Departs GYMPIFE Railway Station Vi
| 8 a.m. Sunday 12th October 1986.
RETURN JOURNEY
Departs DICKABRAM

2.50p.m. Sunday 12th October'86.

4 Adults/High School Children

9.00 4.0 FLEA RARKET - Charge ver Stall  35.00 42 Primary School Children
5.00 3.8, NOVELTY EVETS - Broom Throwing, all Driving. etc. —

10.50 a.m. (ROSS COUNTRY RACE - Male & Female In all Sections
PRIMARY SCHOOL - JUNIOR - OPEN - LOCAL - VETERAN

AINIMUR PRIZE MONEY - $500
Mominations acceoied before or on the day -~

$2 ooen; 31 other; Primacy Schoal free.

woss CAVALCADE v BAND

CAROE RACES - NMinimusm Prize Money 3200
" 1.15p.m. PLOUGHING DEMONSTRATION

2.00 p.e. NAFT MACE - PRIZE MONEY 350 Rominatlons on the day
2,85 p.e. TUG - A - WAR - PRIZE MONEY $§O Nominations on the day

COME DRESSED IN PERIOD COSTUME

BEST DRESSED LADY $25 fanen order) BEST DRESSED MAN $25 town OfOwr)
BEST DRESSED 6IRL $15 BEST DRESSED BOY 315

ATTRACTIONS FURTHER INFORMATION

|V|HTIGE CARS  ANTIGUE MACHIMERY  SCOUTS
HORSE DRAWN VEMICLES  HISTORICAL DISPLAY

VILL NUSUNG  MIVA 86282
KATHY DAKIN THEEBINE 45229
|vmn CUTTING DISPLAY  KMATE & D0 RAILVAY [y wuwinc  WRWD  21Sass Vintage cars prepare for cavalcade across the bridge

The Centenary Celebration Queensland Railways
Digest Vol 3 No 11 December 1986
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THE BRIDGE

The Dickabram Bridge has been recognised for its
significance to the cultural heritage of Queensland for almost
twenty years. With the passing of the Queensland Heritage
Act, 1992, itwas included in the Register of Heritage Places in
Queensland. This enlry recognised its unique place in
Queensland's transport history and its significance to the
state of Queensland. As such Queensland Railis responsible
for maintaining a structure built for road and rail traffic which
has changed completely since the mid 1880s.

To ensure the integrity of the structure and to lessen the
impact of modern motor vehicles, a 15 tonne load limit and a
speed limit were placed on vehicular traffic across the bridge
in2003.

In June 2003 Tiaro Shire Council placed load limits of
between 10 and 35 tonnes on all but one of its 69 wooden
bridges. The Gympie Times and Maryborough Chronicle
reported on the effect these limits would have on the cane,
timber and other rural industries, citing transport detours as
costly. Meetings of shire residents affected by the load limits
were held and it appears that these people and the
newspaper reporters included the Dickabram Bridge in this

group.

The Mayor of Tiaro Shire was then reported as stating that
the Dickabram Bridge was Queensiand Rail and Main Roads’
responsibility, not council’s.

In 2008 work was undertaken to replace and repair some
decking and other timbers on the bridge using like for like
material in keeping with heritage requirements. The Phoenix
Hotel in Gympie was being renovated at the same time and
lengths of the old decking were installed inside the hotel as
feature pillars and some stood on end as part of the
landscaped area outside.

Colin Kersnovske and John Sears were members of a bridge
gang during 1963-1964. Joe Smith from Maryborough was in
charge. At that time the gang replaced girders and a complete
pier on the eastern end of the bridge. Most of the work was done
using block and tackle, a hand winch with a 20 ton wire cable,
adzes, axes, cross cut saws and wooden handled augers. The
girders were dressed out on the bank, brought across temporary
rails on the bridge then lowered down. Sand for the concrete
footings was carted across the bridge and dropped through where

decking had been removed.

72

Periodic examinations of the bridge including underwater
inspections have been carried out to maintain the integrity of
the structure. In 2009 and 2010 examinations of the bridge
piles and the timber stage were done and comprehensive
assessments prepared of work required on the bridge. Given
the age of the steel and the predominant use of timber in the
structure, it has required a specialist approach to its
conservation.

Painting has been approved to commence at the end of 2011
orearlyin2012.

Regular goods train services diminished on the branch,
although special steam heritage operations ran at various
times, including in 1998, and in 2003 for the Goomeri Pumpkin
Festival.

The Australian Society of Section Car Operators (ASSCO)
with section cars from the 1950s to 1960s travelled along the
railway line and crossed the bridge as part of an excursion in
2003. The section cars, mostly from South Australia, were
inspected, tested and registered by Queensland Rail before
being allowed to run on the tracks.

The last goods train to travel the branch line ran on 13-14
October 2003 from Murgon to Kingaroy for peanut traffic. The
train consisted of two 1720 class diesel electric locomotives
(1725D & 1747D with 11 QGA wagons of peanuts - 451
tonnes).

The last train into Kingaroy was on 26-27 February 2005,
when the Australian Railway Historical Society (Qld Division)
ran a “Winelander train” - with locomotive 17210 and seven air
conditioned carriages - the likes of which would not have been
dreamt about by the bridge designers in the 1880s.

The last goods traffic into Murgon was on 4-5 October 2004
with locos 1764D and 1754D puiling 36 wagons of livestock
(991 tonnes) from Winton.

in January 2008 The Gympie Times reported on public
meetings held by concerned residents of Kilkivan and other
districts along the line regarding the state government's
decision to close the Kingaroy branch line, The newspapers
further reported that $19m in compensation was offered by the
state government to be shared among the five shire councils
affected by the closure and this was to be used for road
maintenance. There were suggestions that the line could be
used as a cycling, walking or horse-riding track!

The very last train to cross the bridge was on 28 May 2008
when two locomotives 1742D and 1754D recovered spare
wagons that were stored on the branch line.

The Kingaroy line was

~{formally closed in 2010,
VALE the KINGAROY
28 May 2008 BRANCH RAILWAY LINE
The last train crossing the bridge —
Photo by jokev "‘\QL@"
_ \!'f/1
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FLOODS

PEAK FLOOD HEIGHTS
RECORDED 1983-2011

DATE

03.05.83
23.05.83
24.06.83
07.04.88
13.04.88
07.06.88
07.07.88
19.12.88
04.04.89
27.04.89
27.02.90
29.03.90
22.04.90
14.12.91
23.02.92
17.03.92
16.02.95
10.01.96
07.03.97
10.02.99
03.03.99
28.02.03
07.03.04
26.08.07
14.02.08
04.06.08
05.04.09
15.04.09
09.01.11
11.01.11

GAUGE
HEIGHT

TIME METRES
2300 10.75
2100 6.86
0100 15.52
0900 8.67
0200 9.18
0300 1.17
0030 11.97
0800 14.17
0900 18.30
0900 17.35
1200 6.58
1200 8.56
0900 7.00
1600 8.41
0600 20.45
2100 15.49
1600 10.84
1200 10.69
2000 8.30
1800 20.65
1800 10.50
2100 8.45
0900 9.95
0600 11.60
1200 7.50
0900 9.30
1300 8.10
1800 10.85
18.50

19.80

Gauge Height in Metres

The January 2011 flood was significant. Following ten years of average and lower than
average rainfall with the exception of 2004 and less than average rainfall during the
winter months of 2010, 474mm were recorded in December 2010. This meant the
ground, particularly the river banks was already saturated when 734mm fell in early
January 2011. The river rose to 18.5metres on 9 January reaching a peak of 19.8metres
on 11 January. Record falls in the Wide Bay Creek catchment contributed to its rapid
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HIGHEST YEARLY PEAK FLOOD HEIGHTS RECORDED FOR
DICKABRAM BRIDGE
1983 - 2011
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rise; Afurther 99mm fellin February and 8Smm in March.

Since the river has returned to more normal levels locals have noted a marked change
all along the river bank with huge gouges taken out, even large dead trees that have lain
partially embedded in the bank for over fifty years now washed away with the surrounding

Soil.

Millimetres

YEARLY RAINFALL for MIVA - from 1987 - June 2011




DICKABRAM PARK

When the Tiaro Shire Council considered establishing a
park near the bridge early in 1986 they initially looked at the
vacant railway land on the eastern side of the bridge where
the gatehouse once stood, but felt this was unsuitable.

Council then contacted the property owners on the western
side, requesting their views on the possible acquisition of part
oftheirland close to the bridge. The establishment of the park
was part of council’s application for bicentennial grants. The
land owners stipulated that council meet all survey and legal
costs and fencing. They offered to donate the land with the
proviso that council erect a cairn with the names of the
district's pioneers inscribed on it. Final surveys revealed it
wasin fact crown land.

The stone cairn with three engraved plaques was erected at
the park in time for the centenary celebration day on 12
October and was duly unveiled by the then Tiaro Shire
Chairman CrBrian Dale.

N m—, -
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The park on Centenary Day prior to unveiling of cairn

Trees were planted and nurtured by local residents with
council later installing picnic tables, barbeque and a toilet
block.

Council amalgamation in 2008 meant the park came under
the jurisdiction of the Gympie Regional Council and continues
to be well maintained.

In 2010 Gympie Regional Council installed the Interpretive
Signs describing the construction of the bridge together with
major flood information, a brief local history and descriptions
of some of the flora and fauna. The signs were officially
unveiled on 4 June 2010 by pastlocal resident Colin Nahrung,
Gympie Regional Councillors Rae Géate and Donna Nielson
and Mr Chris Cummings representing Minister Swarten, the
Minister for Public Works. It was at this gathering that
discussions began about the possibility of a 125th
celebration.

The park continues to be a very popular spot for campers
and day trippers anditis not unusualto see four or five vans or
motorhomes enjoying the tranquil surrounds.

Unveiling Interpretive Signs - from left Colin Nahrung,
Cr Donna Neilson, Cr Rae Gaté and Mr Chris Cummings
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FLORA AND FAUNA

The vegetation on the banks of the Mary River provides
protection, food and nesting places for many birds, insects,
mammals, amphibians and reptiles. Once, the Mary River
was known for its red cedar, kauri and hoop pine and other
scrub species. Today, only small remnants of scrub are
scattered along its banks. In spring and summer, splashes of
red bottlebrush flowers (Melaleuca viminalis) or the smaller
white bottlebrush flowers (Melaleuca linariifolia) can be seen
along the water's edge. The river she-oak (Casuarina
cunninghamiana) has separate male and female trees.
Another tree commonly occurring is the weeping lillipilli
(Waterhousea floribunda) with its drooping branches of dark
green leaves. Amixture of native and exotic grasses assistsin
stabilising the river bank and providing food for the seed
eaters.

With so many of Australia’'s mammal species being
nocturnal, we are generally not aware of their presence - for
example the gliders, possums, rufous bettongs, dunnarts and
bandicoots toname a few.

On the river bank you may catch glimpses of the Forest
Kingfisher and Azure Kingfisher with its royal blue wings, the
Rainbow Bee-eater, the Red-backed Fairy Wren (male) and
the pale brown members of his family group or the chattering
Grey Fantail whose arrival heralds the onset of autumn.

Occasionally all curled up on the outer branches of a
weeping lillipilli is a carpet python sunning itself. Usually the
arrival of people at the river bank is announced by the Eastern
Water Dragon dropping from some height creating a loud
splash whereas the migratory Channel-billed Cuckoo
announcesthe arrival of summer with its harsh, unmusical ork.
The water rat with its white tipped tail is not often seen but its
feeding ’tables’ of scattered, broken mussel shells are easily
noticed. On the water look for the Black Swans, Australian
Wood Ducks, Little Pied Cormorants or Darters diving for a
meal. Below the water the Platypus, many species of fish and
six species of freshwater turtles can be found. Some fish
species such as the sea mullet live in freshwater but must
return to the sea to spawn. Once frequently seen in most
Queensland coastal rivers, it can now only be found in a few
rivers including the Mary due to the damming of many
waterways.

As a result of human impacts, the survival of three unique
aquatic creatures of the Mary River is threatened, the Mary
River Cod, the Mary = i
River Turtle and the
Queensland Lungfish
often locally known as
Ceratodus. The
natural distribution of !
the cod and turtle is *=
restricted to the Mary,
whereas the lungfish #;
also belongs to the
Burnett River.
Decades ago these
species were plentiful.
Farmers and fishermen
tell stories of catching cod weighing up to 23kg. One metre
lungfish are not uncommon in the Mary River. Adult male
Mary River Turtles can be found up to 42cm across with tails
as thick as a man’s wrist. It is amazing that a creature of that
size could go undetected to science until 1994 when it was
scientifically classified. The holotype (the individual used to
describe the species)was collected from the Miva reach of the
riverandisinthe collection of the Queensland Museum.

Mary River Turtle

Despite the destruction of so much habitat by the human
species, we are indeed fortunate that many Australian flora
and fauna species are so resilient and survive to share the
environment with humankind. - Info provided by Marilyn Connell



Mary River Turtle hatchling - photo Marilyn Connell

1920’s photo of Alex Nahrung holding a Mary River Cod

A bird’s eye view




BUSINESS ENTERPRISES AND
ORGANISATIONS
MIVA BRANCH OF THE QCWA

In 1986 the branch had a membership of 14 financial and
three associate members with an average meeting
attendance of seven. Some stumps were replaced and a
septic system and water tank were installed. The rooms were
used by organisations for meetings, by pottery groups, for
parties and as a polling booth at election time.

The branch celebrated its 60th Anniversary in 1988 with a
garden party and in 1993 Hilda Nahrung's 63 years of
membership was acknowledged.

Sunday afternoon card games commenced in 1989 and
attended mostly by Senior citizens, are stillenjoyed today.

Fund raising included cent auctions, a Melbourne Cup
Lunch each year and occasional catering for sales and
functionsin the area. A request to cater once a month for the
Western Performance Days at Gunalda Sports Grounds was
accepted in 1997. This along with regular raffles slightly
improved their financial situation though membership had
declined somewhat.

As the majority of members lived in the Gunalda area in
1999, the branch investigated the possibility of moving there.
They envisaged a name change to Gunalda and District if
suitable land could be allocated to them.

A public meeting held on Sunday 13 February 2000 voted
against this plannedrelocation.

This rekindled interest and 11 new members signed up at
the April 2000 meeting, with membership swelling to 21 by
October2000and 27 by mid 2001.

Applications for funding grants for repairs and maintenance
were successfully submitted to the Gambling Community
Benefit Fund, Volunteer Small Equipment Grants and Gympie
Regional Council Grants - totalling in excess of $50,000 from
2000to2011. ADonor Board was erected to acknowledge all
sources of financial assistance including those who
contributed to the Public Restoration Fund establishedin April
2001.

Increased revenue raising efforts including catering in
conjunction with other branches, catering for weddings,
parties, wakes and clearing sales, cent auctions and raffles
boosted the fundsavailable for the restoration work.

Cabarets held at the Theebine Hall with the International
Country of Study as a theme included, France 2003, Scotland
2004, Australia 2005 and Fiji 2006. As well as being
financially successful, they were highly entertaining,
particularly the Miva Can Can ‘girls’ who were afterwards in
demand to perform ata number of functions.

Another ongoing income earner is the IGA Community
Chest set up in July 2003 with the first payment received in
July 2004.

By 2004 the branch was in a sound financial position and
able to make donations to other organisations and needy
causes. The Biggest Morning Tea begun in 2001 to raise
money for cancer gets bigger each year.

The renovation work commenced in 2001 with re-stumping,
window repairs and a new ramp entry. The roof was renewed
and the building painted.

The major part of the restoration took place in the latter half of
2004 and early 2005. The interior walls were removed, a
wheelchair access toilet installed upstairs, kitchen
remodelled and timber floors Estapoled. With the work
completed the interior was painted and new blinds, furniture
and equipment were purchased. An official opening day was
held in April 2005 to mark the completion of the renovations.
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To protect the windows and ramp, an awning was erected and
that part of the exterior repainted early in 2011. The building is
a credit to the hard work of the members and their efforts in
successfully applying for grantfunding.

Currently the hall is used for yoga classes, card afternoons
and various meetings. Dorene McGrath, whose membership
spans 52 years, is the longest serving current member having
held positions of president, vice president and secretary
several times over the period and international officer for one
year.
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The present CWA Hall as it

looked in the early 1950s

The CWA Hall in 2011

ANZAC DAY

The Anzac Day Service continues to be a major eventin the
Miva QCWA calendar each year. This year's service was the
78th held in the hall with in excess of one hundred people in
attendance. The six trees planted in April 1954 in memory of
local servicemen who did not return still stand in the grounds.

1996 was the first year Alan Prestwood a then resident of
Glen Echo was invited to be bugler at the Anzac Service and
though he no longer lives in the area he still returns each year
toplay the bugle.

Over the years since 2003, Mr Ernie Blackwell, a returned
serviceman has donated a number of handcrafted timber
plaques, clocks and a platter. These items are displayed
around the walls of the hall. In particular in 2004 he
handcrafted an additional Honour Board to include
servicemen and women whose names are recorded on the
Theebine Memorial Hall Honour Board.

Honour rolls with

i
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[ _4 additional names




MEECY’S ROSES

Marisa and her husband bought Miva's original station
master’s house and post office when they moved to Miva in
1986. They were impressed with its historical significance.
The one acre was initially a home for their horses but when
they sold or gave these away, they looked for a different way
of using the land. The idea of growing roses came from
Marisa giving her husband Darrel a home garden rose bush
as a present which led to their deciding to try growing them
commercially. Marisa's brother was a florist in Coffs Harbour
at the time so with this market for the flowers they planted their
first rose bushes in 2002. Her brother had retired before their
first flowers were cut but a strong local market was readily
established.

Marisa’'s husband Darrel had a good grounding in
horticulture having completed studies in animal husbandry,
agriculture and horticulture at an agricultural college in New
South Wales. He also worked for a time on a local banana
farm in this district.

The varieties grown are Hybrid Teas Treloar roses imported
from Kordes Roses in Germany and are protected by
breeders’ rights so they cannot be propagated. These are
garden cut varieties with blooms that open after they’'ve been
cutunlike the commercial cut roses which remain as buds.

The area under roses has gradually expanded with 700
plants in 2007 to around 900 today. Steel frames have been
erected to support the shadecloth necessary for the hot
summer months. Only organic sprays, oils and fertilisers are
used on the plants which are grown on raised beds. The two-
spot mite with only a three day breeding cycle has been the
most challenging pest to control. Though not pictured below
the hedges that now surround Meecy’s Roses were grown by
Darrel as awindbreak.

Marisa’s customer base has grown mostly by word of mouth
and she supplies locally to individuals from Gympie to
Maryborough particularly for weddings and special functions.
On the rare occasions when she has a surplus of blooms
these are sold to passers by and at local markets. Meecy’s
Roses is the only business still in existence at Miva, other than
rural industries.
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Side view of the house before hedges were planted

MIVA MUSEUM

The formation of Nahrung's Miva Museum can be directly
attributed to the Dickabram Bridge Centenary celebration in
1986.

Don Nahrung took charge of the historical displays for the
day organising exhibits from local families as well as a
substantial number of items from his families’ properties.
Following the event he built a slab shed to accommodate all of
his items inone place. The shed 36ft x 30ft with 8ft verandahs
was constructed using slabs acquired from 12 sources in the
district.

All the posts and timber used in the construction and the
shingles for a small section, 15ft x 6ft, came from the property.
Vince Miller, an experienced bush carpenter split the shingles
and worked on the building of the shed.
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In 1988 Don successfully tendered for the Miva Railway
Station and this was shifted across the river to his property via
the Miva Crossing Bridge as it was too large for the Dickabram
Bridge. Also in that year the Miva Store closed and its original
parts were donated to the museum. These were dismantled
into sections, transported over the Dickabram Bridge and re-
erected. A few tractors and other larger machinery were
acquired so another shed 56ft x 30ft was builtto house these.

The museum was opened in December 1989. Since then
the collection has substantially expanded and now boasts 45
cream separators, 9 milking plants, 20 tractors, 20 stationary
engines, 2 steam engines, 6 motor vehicles as well as a
display of horse drawn implements, hand tools, railway and
household items.
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Miva Store and Miva Raihua_l,'l Station situated at Miva Museum

MIVA STORE

After 88 years of trading by the Nahrung family, the store
closed on 30 June 1988. Willand June’s Tiaro Rural Supplies
business was steadily growing while the grocery trade at Miva
had diminished significantly. The closure of the store made
front page news in the Gympie Times of Tuesday 19 July 1988.

Miva Store before it closed
While the building was being demolished an old fagcade was

revealed when the current one was removed. Part of the
original shop is now preserved at the Miva Museum.

Will and June retired in February 2000 after selling Tiaro
Rural Supplies.




THE GARDEN OF WEEDEN

Though Alan Frampton had owned the property on the
Munna Creek Road for a number of years it wasn't until the
year 2000 that he and Marge moved onto it after working and
living in various locations in the district.

In September 2006 their business targeting tourists looking
for a rustic bush camping experience was up and running with
Marge kept busy cooking meals, bread, scones and damper
on the wood stoves.

An advertising flier urged visitors to:
"“Take a step back in time;
taste the food that built our nation;
good tucker cooked slowly on a wood stove;
be part of the pioneering experience;
try original Aussie diet; ~
have bread made by hand; fresh damper and scones.”

They provided horse rides, 4WD and bike tracks and
frequently accommodated horse riders travelling the nearby
Bicentennial National Trail. There were Country Music
Concerts every three months with entertainment provided by
the Wide Bay Country Music Club. The Ulysses Motorbike
Club visited from time to time and the Garden of Weeden was
a stopover for many Poker Runs.

The most profitable time for this enterprise was when
Matilda Farms took over an adjacent property. Marge
provided accommodation and meals for the farm’s workforce.
Unfortunately this only lasted until late 2008 and the Garden
of Weeden again relied on the passing tourist trade and
occasional local functions.

Marge was a regular at the markets in surrounding towns
selling her home cooked lamingtons and scones. She also
undertook many offsite catering jobs around the district and in
Maryborough. The meals were usually cooked on the

property, packed ready to serve and transported hot to the
venue. Marge and Alan closed the business in September
2010 and moved away from the district.

MATILDA FARMS

Locals looked on with great interest early in 2007 as a 240

acre block on the Munna Creek Road previously a dairy farm
then cattle property was cleared of all internal fences and
trees and laser levelled. The new owners, Matilda Farms,
already had small crop farms at Armidale and Pittsworth when
they purchased this property. They built a 100 megalitre dam,
installed extensive trickle irrigation, a large cold room and
chilling area.
The company planted 100 acres with lettuce and 50 acres
with broccoli and produced thirty tonne per hectare of lettuce
and eight tonne per hectare of broccoli in the first season. 15
pickers were employed at that time comprising locals and
some backpackers. The company supplied broccoli to Coles
Supermarkets and lettuce to McDonalds and Hungry Jacks.
Their plan was to have a year round supply with harvesting
herein the spring, at Armidale in the summer and Pittsworth in
the winter months.

Average August rainfall for the previous ten years for the
area was around 30mm however in August 2007 Miva
recorded 163.4mm for the month severely affecting the plants
in the ground and delaying the ongoing planting program.

The enterprise closed down in November 2008 and the
property stood idle for nearly two years but is now a dairy farm.
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BUNGEE JUMPING

In 1991 a syndicate of four Gympie men, Gordon Suthers,
Brian Learoyd, Brett Dunmore and Greg Waters started a
bungee jumping group named ‘Bungee Away’ for jumps off the
Dickabram Bridge.

Bungee cord was unavailable in Australia so they imported a
minimum order of 1500 metres of latex rubber strips from
Malaysia and made their own cord, 15 feet long, which
stretched to 60 feet.

They experimented with drums of water to get everything
perfect before jumping themselves. Naturally no one would
insure them so there was no charge but participants were
required to sign an indemnity waiver. They operated for a year
and recorded nearly 500 jumps without incident.

After launching from the high span over the river (72 ft) the
person was eventually lowered into a boat and was rowed to

the bank. 7 /



ATHERTON’S PROPERTY

150YRSOLDIN 2011

The property celebrates 150 years of ownership by Atherton
family members this year.

Evidence has come to hand that Miva is mentioned in
newspapers from 1851 as part of various runs.

This dense forest country was isolated and inhabited by
members of the Kabi Kabi Aboriginal group when John
Townsend Atherton took ownership in 1861, clearing land for
grazing, constructing buildings and roads. It served as a
staging point for Cobb and Co coaches and incorporated a
butcher shop, blacksmith shop, servants' quarters, general
store and a large homestead. Some of the buildings including
part of the original homestead are still standing today.

The homestead built in 1923 replaced the slab dwelling and
detached kitchen.
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The Atherton family established a tourist camping/farmstay

enterprise from 1978 until 1991 with up to 2000 people
camping over the Easter breaks.

The property is now split in two with John Atherton and his
family owning Miva Station and his sister Elizabeth Allomes,
and her husband David owning Miva Homestead.

MUNNA CREEK HALL

& RECREATION ASSOCIATIONINC

The Munna Creek Hall built during 1906 was described in a
newspaper item of August of that year as ‘a fine roomy place,
50 feet x 25 feet, with two small rooms inside’. The hall was
built by the local cricketers and other interested locals to hold
functions and dances. Some of the pioneering families in the
area at the time included Kunst, Blowers, Orphant, Anderson,
Carlson, Thompson, Blackwell, James, Birt, Krafft and
Hoffman.

It was privately opened by the shareholders on 18 August
1906 and a ‘plain and fancy dress ball' was held as a public
opening on 31 August 1906.

The hall boasts a large cricket oval and in the past, two
tennis courts. These facilities were regularly used by the
students of the Munna Creek State School and were
considered the best sports grounds in the district. After the
closure of the school in 1986 and the demise of the Munna
Youth Fellowship in the late 1980s the hall was no longer

Munna Creek Hall prior to 2009

used.

™
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The Munna Creek Hall & Recreation Association Inc was
formed on 23 August 2009 and has successfully accessed
financial assistance to renovate the hall and restore the
surrounds to their former glory.

With funding from the Fraser Coast Regional Council and
the Queensland Government, renovations are well under way.
Re-roofing, repairs to external doors, windows and stairs,
rewiring and painting have now been completed. Further
funding has been allocated to install inside toilets and a
disability ramp.

Committee members and volunteers have provided the bulk
of manual labour for the project. Through their efforts a water
tank and pressure pump, timber, new kitchen cabinets,
crockery and cutlery have been procured.

Funds have also been boosted by proceeds from a country
music night at the hall, sausage sizzles and catering at other
sites.

Their first major event will be the Munna Creek Country
Music Festival to be held over four days from 20 to 24 October
2011. Itis hoped that this will become an annual event.

MUNNA CREEKCHURCH OF ENGLAND

In 1910 land at Munna Creek appears to have been
purchased by the Reverend William Wilson of Tiaro on behalf
ofthe Church of England.

According to diaries kept by lvy Ward (nee Freshney),
following a number of years of disuse, George Freshney Jnr
and others inspected the church at Munna Creek in
September 1946. George then attended a Church of England
meeting at Gunalda where he was given the contract to pull
down the building at Munna Creek and rebuild it at Gunalda.
Locals assisted in this operation which was completed by
February 1947. It was named the Anglican Christ Church,
Gunalda and is still operating today.

An open air service is held by the congregation of the
Gunalda church once a year at the grounds at Munna Creek.
Between 30 and 40 people attended the service this year.




ANNUAL
MONSTER SPORTS

TO BE HELD AT

MUNNA CREEK, Saturday, JUNE 24,44

IN AID OF “PRISONER OF WAR" FUNDS

FIABT EVENT TO 8TART AT 10 AM, B8iX ENTRIES OR NO EVENT
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ADMISSION TO GROUNDS~-1/

LUNCHEON ®ROVIDED : ANULYS 1/6: SCHDOL CHLDREN 1/

OWING TO SHORTAGE OF CUPS, EVERYONE 1S ASKED Fympve cnui@fle bel Bridge™ 19«

TO BRING THEIR OWN Opening of Reibel’s Bridge at Scotchy Pocket 18 October 1941.
Bridge no longer in existence.

BOFT DRINK, LOLLY AND /0E CREAM STALL #N GRQUND

WEBMFLRELRE

GRAND BALL AT NIGHT

TICKETB: ADULTS 2/
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Construction in 1936 of the
present bridge at Miva Crossing,
Munna Creek - bridge built at this
site in 1877 washed away in 1880,
bridge built in 1881 washed away
in October 1882.

C17 308 crosses the Dickabram Bridge

in 1968 with a goods train. Eric Marggraf
was a well travelled documenter of the
ending of the steam era of the Queensland
Railways, in the 1960s. His VW Beetle,
which travelled large parts of Queensland
in pursuit of steam trains, shares centre
stage on the bridge.

Image: Queensland Rail Historical
CollectionvEric Marggraf Collection



Extracts from

QUEENSLAND RAILWAYS - TENDER FOR WORKS

MARYBOROUGH RAILWAY - KILKIVAN BRANCH
by McDermott Owen & Co, Geelong Victoria, signed on 8 August 1884

Specifications: ... All timber used in the works
must, so far as practicable, be felled in the months
of May, June, July, August and September and shall
be of the best description of the several kinds
hereafter specified - straight, sound and free from
large or loose knots, shakes, pipes or other
imperfections.

Piles are to be of ironbark ...

All round timber in superstructure of bridges,
flood-openings, and culverts is to be of ironbark,
spotted gum, or blackbutt of the sizes marked on
the drawings ... Spotted gum wherever used must
be sapped ...

Transverse planking and decking of Mary River
Bridge of ironbark or spotted gum and foot planking
ofironbark ...

All timber in handrailing of Mary River Bridge, or
elsewhere if required shall be of wrought ironbark,
carefully and accurately fitted together and bored
for wire, which must be strained tight by straining
brackets ...

Trussed or strutted girders are to be formed
entirely of ironbark of the best description, free from
all defects, thoroughly seasoned, and the several
parts well and truly cut to the exact dimensions
marked on the drawings and carefully and
accurately fitted together...

All timber intended to be covered "up by
embankment is to receive two tarring coats of best
Stockholm tar, well boiled, and put on hot: no tarring
must, on any pretext whatever, be commenced until
the timber-work has been inspected and passed by
the Superintending Officer ...

All other timber, if required, is to be painted with
two coats of red oxide or other approved paint and
oil, except the handrailing of the Mary River Bridge
which is to be painted with three coats of oil paint of
approved tint.

The cast-iron cylinders for the Mary River Bridge
shall be erected in the exact positions, and to the
depths shown on the drawings, or fo such extra
depth as may be required by the Chief Engineer.
The segments forming the cylinders shall be
carefully and accurately fitted and bolted together,
and the jeints made perfectly watertight by iron
cement or other approved means. The cylinders
shall be sunk by excavating the material from the
inside, and by weighting them by such methods as
shall be approved by the Chief Engineer. If rock is
reached it shall be excavated to such depth as may
be directed and then carefully levelled so that the
cylinder may take a uniform bearing thereon.

Whenever required by the Chief Engineer, the cylinders shall be loaded with a
dead weight of 50 tons, uniformly distributed over the top and left thereon for such
time as may be directed.

When the required depth is reached, the cylinders shall be pumped dry and filled

"with cement concrete prepared as specified in Clause No 100, lowered into the

cylinders by buckets or boxes and deposited in 12 inch layers well rammed. Great
care must be taken to ensure the cylinders being thoroughly filled in all round the
edges and underneath the ribs and flanges with the concrete, which shall be
carefully levelled to receive the bedstones.

The concrete in the cylinders of the Mary River Bridge shall be composed of one
part of the best Portland cement, two parts of clean sharp sand, and four parts of
coarse gravel or stone broken to pass through atwo inch ring.

BRIDGE OVER MARY RIVER - AT 8 MILES 88 CHAINS

One 120 feet opening steel girder/s; Two 80 feet opening steel girder/s; Seven
36 feet openings; Two 26 feet opening; Four 20 feet openings.

Ironbark piles, 17 inches diameter at head, and 12 inches diameter at toe, not
exceeding 40 feet in length, driven, planted, or silled 480 1.t £121/10/-

Ironbark piles, 17 inches diameter at head, and 12 inches diameter at toe, exceeding
40 feet in length, driven, planted, or silled 49361t  £1,357/8/-

Ironbark piles, 15 inches diameter at head, and 10 inches diameter at toe, not

exceeding 30 feet in length, driven, planted, or silled 838 I.ft £209/10/-
Excavation in circular holes for planting piles, rock 14cyds  £70/--
Excavation in silling piles cyds  E17/H-
Charring and tarring piles 140 £14/-I-
Round timber in girders and corbels, 17 inches diameter 3,488 i.ft  £959/4/-
Round timber 18 inches diameter for sills 37 1.t £9/5/-
Sawn or squared timber 11,566 c.ft  £2,891/10/-
Wrought timber 471 c.ft £164/17/-
Wrought ironwork, including one coat of red lead paint 32,480 lbs  £804/10/-
Cast ironwork in shoes, sockets, &c, including one coat red lead paint

10,276 Ibs  £214/1/8
Painting two coats red oxide or other paint 10,731 sq.yds £673/16/3
Painting three coats red oxide or other paint 506 sq.yds £37/19/-
Tarring two coats Stockholm tar 119 sq.yds £5/19/-

Excavation in sinking cast iron cylinders to the depth shown on drawing-"rock’

77cyds  £154/-/-
Ditto ditto . 'soft' 77cyds  £57/15/-
Excavation in sinking cast iron cylinders to any addition depth-rock’

5c.yds £37/10/-
Ditto ditto . 'soft’ 5c.yds £15/-/-

Carriage, sinking, and erection of cast iron cylinders, including three coats of paint

191tons  £2,292/-/-

Carriage and erection of wrought iron bracing to cylinders, including three coats of
paint 105tons  £116/-/-
Carriage and erection of iron or steel girders in superstructure, including three coats of
paint 176tons  £1,408/-/-
Staging for iron or steel girders, and removal Lump sum  £600/-/-
Cement concrete, for cylinders in place 438 c.yds £1752/-/-
Cement concrete, for planting and silling piles 12cyds  £42/--
Bearing stone on top of cylinders, 12 inches deep 101 c.ft £52/-/-
Fixing fencing wire and straining brackets 800 l.yds  £6/13/4

Total £14,083/8/3
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KILKIVAN RAILWAY BRIDGE
May 8 1886

The most important piecc of work on the Kilkivan
railway extension, the massive bridge across the
Mary river at Miva, is now completed, and the official
recognition of that fact was accorded on Saturday,
when the crucial tests ordered by the Government
were formally applied. The Kiltkivan railway, though
at the present moment it is regarded as a mere branch
line boasting of no apparent prospect of being
immediately remuncrative, is really an extension of
our railway system which will very soon assert itself
as a very important section of the trunk railway of the
district, exceptionally rich in mining resources, which
it penetrates. Capable judges have declared that if the
Kilkivan railway was extended to Nanango, a very
considerable wool traffic which now goes by rail from
the northern downs to Brisbane, would come to
Maryborough, and the exchange traffic in store, elc.,
would also be diverted to this port. We hope to see
this prophecy fulfilled yet.

The authorised extension, from the Gympie line to
Kilkivan, is 26 miles in length. The principal obstacle
to be overcome was the Mary river, and the contract
let to Messrs McDermott and Owen included a
substantial bridge across that strcam. This bridge is
now finished and on Saturday the officers
representing the Government applied the tests which
accompany the completion of that portion of the
contract,

The Miva bridge, by which name this important piecc
of mechanical engineering will probably be known in
the future, is one of the most important specimens of
bridge engineering which this colony can boast of.
The structure is 700 feet long, inclusive of iron and
wood work. To obviate danger from floods, the bridge
was designed on a high level, 80 fcet above normal
water mark, the floor being thus above the reach of the
highestknown flood. Ofthe 700 feet, 287 is wholly of
iron work, sustained by two pairs of massive piers,
lined with solid concrete, and topped with three pairs
of girders, inlengthrespectively, 80 feet, 120 feet and

80 feel. The wholc of the iron castings used in this
structure were, we say with shame, imported by the
present Government from an English firm who got
the work done in Belgium, against which country our
own iron founders were unable to compete. We
recently recorded details of the clever launching of
the girders of the 120 feet span, without the aid of a
temporary high-level wooden-bridge, the feat being
‘most creditable to (he cngineering skill of the
contractors and perhaps without parallel in the history
of Australian bridge building. Inavery shortspace of
time, Messrs, McDermott and Owen finished off the
work, and invited the Government tests. These were
administered under the supervision of Mr H S
Shuttleworth, bridge engincer in the employ of the
Government, and there were also present Mr Andrew
Paterson, District Engineer in charge of the extension
(and brother to the present Postmaster-General), Mr
R Sexton, Traffic Manager, Mr Ruddle, Locomotive
Superintendent, and other officials.

The first test was the passage of three locomotives
and tenders, aggregating in weight 130 tons, across
the structure, pulling up stationary over the middle of
each span. Though the weight was imuch greater than
is usually applied in testing railway bridges, the result
was most satisfactory, the deflection, even in the
longest span, barely exceeding a half of aninch. The
threc locomotives then retreated and applied a
running test, which is the severest. Driving togcther
over the bridge at full speed, 30 to 35 miles an hour,
the heavy train passed over the structure, but the
greatest deflection was not more than three-quarters
of an inch, which was not only highly satisfactory in
itself, but was further improved by the fact that of
lateral oscillation there was next to nothing,

The tests may be regarded as particularly satisfactory,
for this reason. The bridge is designed for rail and
general trattic on the one roadway, which is 20 feet
wide between the guard irons, but the rails are laid on
one side of the bridge so that the weight of a train falls
almost exclusively on the one set of girders. This
might be expected to produce much lateral oscillation
and vertical deflection but the results proved the
perfect substantialily of the bridge in both respects.

The Miva bridge being, as stated above, available
for general traffic, ought to prove a boon to settlers on
the western side of the river. The railway is not
partitioned off from the roadway. Both are in one, but
the rails are in grooves as at the Maryborough
wharves so as not to interfere with the ordinary
wheeled tratffic.

The structure has a most attractive appearance. 1t
has a light, elegant stylc about it which reminds one of
the acrial bridges over the old country firths, but it is
evidently solidly built and capable of sustaining the
heaviest weight that will ever be uponit. The wooden
portion, on either end, is a picture of honest
workmanship, the massive buttresses of timber and
tapering superstructure of hardwood logs being a
marvel of symmetry and tradesmanlike finish, which
redounds highly to the credit of the contractors.

The official tests being over, the three locomotives
returned to the castern side, conveying some local
celebrities who had attended the ceremony, notably,
Mr Moore of Barambah Station, Mrs and Miss
Moore, the last named two being the first ladies to
cross the new bridge. A champagne luncheon was
then submitted by the contractors to the attention of
those in attendance, and the work of testing the
corkscrews and sundry toothsome delicacies was
undertaken, the deflection in each case being most
gratifying. As the sparkling wine circulated, pent-up
oratory found vent and congratulatory speeches were
delivered, Mr McDermott especially distinguishing
himself with cloquence which points to him as a
desirable MLA. The proceedings concluded at an
early hour and the official party returned to
Maryborough.

We may add that the formal opening of the bridge
cnables a train to run 15 1/2 miles up the Kilkivan
extension, or within 10 1/2 wmiles of Kilkivan
township.

That length of line from Dickabram to the second
crossing of Wide Bay creek is now complete with
rails laid and ballasted, and when the culvert at that
crossing is finished the engine will be able to travel a
greater distance. The entire work, so far, has been
carried out in the most substantial manner.
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Railway Bridge Hotel AF GESCH. (August F Gesc

*

h was licensee of the Railway Bridge Hotel from 1884 to 1890.

Licence transferred to William Gesch in 1890, to Alice Gesch in 1894 and back to August Gesch from 1897 to 1899) Located near fig trees.
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Feb 221893 -report on flood damage

(By Our Special Correspondent)

... Mr M Jenkins house and barns are also safe from
flood enabling him to save 70 tons of hay and a little
maize. In the field however, he is a heavy loser, 60
acres maize and 10 acres of lucerne being lost and
the soil washed off of fully 20 acres of the land.

This brings us to the Dickabram bridge, which so far
as the roadway is considered is crossable, though
with some difficulty it being wise to get off and lead
your horse but the railway is badly damaged, the
approach on the eastern side having some 20 yards
of a yawning chasm and about 3 chains farther the
rails and sleepers have been torn up and are to be
seen hanging over the embankment.

With heavy rain all day, having to swim my horse
now again, but luckily only for a short distance,
hungry and tired too was glad to reach Mr August
Gesch's for the night.

Mr W Gesch does not farm but his private house
was under water, one end being burst out, by which
he lost a quantity of furniture and clothing. He had to
retreat to a hill about 1/4 mile back and with his
relatives and visitors had to camp under a tarpaulin.
The hotel managed by his brother Mr A Gesch was 3
feet under water but the store was the worst place of
destruction. Mr Gesch lost 20 hides, tank with 15 cwt
tallow, 3 water tanks, 12 cases kerosene, 3 casks of
beef, 2tonssalt, 1chesttea, aton offlour, 1/2 ton of

cheese and innumerable other articles washed out of
the store, while the remaining stock is greatly
damaged. On the farm he lost 7 acres maize, an
acre of lucerne and an acre of potatoes while in the
barn he lost 100 bushels of maize, 2 tons of potatoes,
12 tons of hay, besides over 100 very choice fowls,
12 turkeys, 6 pigs and a lot of ducks. A mile of
fencing has disappeared, the soil from 14 acres of
the land and the fine garden of fruit trees destroyed.
Mr Gesch and family together with a lady from
Maryborough staying for the benefit of her health,
were all camped on aridge under a tarpaulin, with the
wet grass for a floor for four days and nights, there
being no less than 21 people assembled here. Mr
Gesch and his guests were sitting at dinner when the
water broke over the bank, when they hastily
removed in a dray to the hilis behind, the rain pouring
in torrents at the time. The water rose 4 feet in 20
minutes and rose 3 feet above the decking of the
bridge. The gatekeeper at the bridge had only just
time to get his family out of the house.

Mr Nahrung's house and outbuildings were alf under
water, damaging his furniture, &c. He lost 8 acres of
lucerne, 26 acres of maize, 2 acres of potatoes, 100
fowls, a lot of ducks and turkeys and half a mile of
fencing. Inthe bam he had 30 tons of hay destroyed.
He retreated to the hill with Messrs Gesch. Mr WC
Wilson of Binbitrim, has his house above water but
his sugar mill and barns were under water, only the

top of the roofs being visible. Mr Wilson is of the
opinion that the mill and shed are safe,

At Mr Gesch’s two young men started with a boat to
endeavour to secure one of the casks of beef, and on
arrival found one cask floating with a black snake
coiled on it. Having killed ‘his snakeship’, they
started for the shore with the case, but ran foul of a
tree. One of them getting on a floating log materially
assisted in saving the boat from capsizing. He
floated on the log to a tree where he succeeded in
climbing after many attempts, and had to wait three
hours before the boat could be manned with skilled
oarsmen, who after three unsuccessful attempts
succeeding in reaching the tree, when they had to
throw arope to the treed man, who then drew the boat
up to the tree and by means of the rope let himself
down into the boat and got safely ashore. The same
man, whose name is Currant, a few hours before had
been riding a horse which he had to swim across the
stream. Being washed against a tree he was
knocked off the horse and not being able to swim had
the presence of mind to seize the horse's tail to which
he clung until the horse took him ashore. Although it
is manifest that this man is not born to be drowned, he
expresses a determination to stick to dry land in the
future.

Photo from The Merchantable Timbers in Queensland 1905. The caption read - “Dickabram Bridge on the
Kilkivan Branch Railway built of iron bark and spotted gum 19 years ago (1886). Probable life of piles 30 to 40 years and of girders 28 years”
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Maryborough Chronicle March 20 1908
MIVA FARMER’S COMPLAINT
(on the bad state of the roads)
(Written at the request of the Farmers)

O’er many bad roads I have been
In my travels through the land
But nothing worse [’ve ever seen
Than this on which I stand
Broken, spewy, and all in gaps
“Tis a terror to behold
The men who drive on it in their traps
Are more than heroes bold.

Just look at it, all washed away,
~ In gutters deep and wide,
And farmers are compelled to pay

For benefits denied.
We pay our rates the roads to mend
To travel up and down
Not for a selfish board to spend
On Tiaro’s one horse town.

No cream can to the station go
Until there’s some repair
How can a cart, I'd like to know
Get o’er that gully there?
That culvert’s looking very ill
And ready now to drop
The man that ‘tempts to cross it will
Go to the bottom, flop.

Send out the road gang and be quick
Your days of ‘bluff” are o’er
Aye send them out with spade and pick
A dozen men or more
And put the roads all in repair
That we may get to rail
And no put offs, my Tiaro toffs
God help you if you fail. (Lorenski)

Brisbane Courier Wednesday 27 April 1927
BOY SCOUTS’ CORROBOREE

The Easter Corroboree which was held by the
Boy Scouts at Mr Atherton’s Miva Station,
Kingaroy line, was responsible for a large
attendance of the boys of the First Sandgate
Troop who entrained with the Brisbane troops
by the northern train on Tuesday night arriving at
Theebine at 4.30am on Friday. The various
troops were divided up into batches of seven, no
scout being aware of his destination, each patrol
was given a separate route, and given the
compass bearings only of his particular route,
every route leading to the camp grounds. The
hike was continued all Friday and Saturday, the

boys preparing their own meals en route, and
despite the strenuous march with their complete
kits on their backs they arrived in due course at
their destination on Saturday night weary and
tired but not down hearted. The Mary river
which had a fresh coming down was the chief
difficulty and whilst some were fortunate to
secure boats to cross others were lucky to
encounter the bridge known as the Dickabram
Bridge. One party struck the Mary at the Devil's
Elbow, about five miles above the bridge, and
after many efforts, two of the boys managed to
cross, but in their effort, got their food and kit
wet. Not knowing the country, and having no
map, they were indeed in a bad way. Two
crossed the river without food or clothes,
however but were fortunate in that they met two
fishermen who enlightened them about the
bridge, and after a five mile walk they joined
some of the other boys, who were camped at the
bridge for the night. In the early morning they
went in search of their comrades, and found
them some eight miles away. The camp was a
great success. The spot chosen was very
beautiful and the 130 boys who composed the
troops thoroughly enjoyed themselves. They
entrained on Monday night for home, and whilst
many were weary and footsore they all agreed
thatitwas well worth while.
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Pho!o fmm Ihe Merchantable Timbers in Queensland 1 905.

_The caption read - “Dickabram Bridge on the Kilkivan Branch Railway built of h'rm barkand

spotted gum 19 years ago (1886). Probable life of piles 30 to 40 years and of girders 28 years”
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