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a brief history of the district









SPONSORS OF 

DICKABRAM BRIDGE 125 YEARS 1886-2011 

PUBLISHED IN 2011 

$500 - Gympie Funerals 

$250 - Tom & Lyn Grady - Gympie 

$100 

- Miva Homestead - David & Elizabeth
Allomes

- Noel Atkinson Smash Repairs &
Towing

- Bambling Rural - Gympie Real Estate
Gympie Autoglass

- Madill Motor Group
- BJ & JF Nahrung
- The Paterson Family
- Schuh Group 
- The Sexton Family
- Wide Bay Molasses Pty Ltd

(Bulmer Family)

$50 

- Joan Britnell (Dakin)
- Keith & Del Bulmer ex Wide Bay

Molasses & Fuel
- Coils Motor Clinic
- Curra Fruit Barn
- Bevan & Janell Day
- Kevin Day
- Mervyn & Anne Day
- Bernard & Ann Dore & Family
- Erin Lynch Machinery
- Gunalda Hotel
- Gunalda Sand & Gravel
- Gundiah Gazette
- Gympie Bearing Supplies
- Ailsa Head (nee Carswell)
- Shirley Lipsett-Adams
- Malouf Pharmacies Gympie
- Bill & Jan Martin
- John & Jan Martin
- The McBride Family, Station Hotel

Tiara
- Allan Henry Miller
- Mtgg-Tag-Along-Trails
- Don & Jennifer Nahrung
- Will & June Nahrung
- Sauers Produce & Garden Centre
- Shepherds RetraVision
- Gordon Suthers
- Theebine Masonic Lodge
- Tiaro & District Chamber of

Commerce
- Tyrepower
- Gail Warnes (nee Jenkins)

$40 

- Mayor Ron Dyne
- Mayoress Dulcie Dyne
- Cr Rae Gate, Gympie Regional

Council
- Colin Nahrung 

$30 

- Al pe ccinos Cate

- Elleganz Hair Studio
- Jeremy Earthmoving

$25 

Miva Branch QCWA 
The Odgers Family - in memory of 
Johi:i 

- Alex & Estelle Robertson
Maurice & Kay Wright

$20 

- B & H Rural
- J & M Belling
- Brian Brady
- Bridgestone Tyre Centre
- K & L Bunkum 
- Bruce Carlson
- JJ & AK Carlson
- JR & KJ Carlson

RJ & EM Carlson & PJ Carlson
Jenny (nee Gilmore) & Bruno Croce
Len & Lil Dakin
Dodts Floorcoverings

- Goodyear Jewellers
- Cr Donna Neilson

Cr Graham Engeman
Cr Julie Walker & Gary Walker

- Keith & Jan Watt 
Neville Watt

- Ross & Mandy Watt
- Stan Watt
- Gympie Cooloola Foods
- Gympie Heavy Haulage
- Eric & Audrey Hodgetts
- Malcolm, Debbie, Hayden & Reagan

Jenkins - Pioneering Descendants
- Syd & June Jenkins & family
- Bronco Jensen's T un-a-Fun Karaoke

& Entertainment
- Tanya & Tahlya Jensen
- John & Marie Krafft & Family -

Pioneering Descendants
Joy Laycock & Family

- Geoff & Carol Lock
- Donald L McKewen
- Valerie J Clark (nee McKewen)
- Motorcycle Country
- Munna Creek Hall & Recreation

Association Inc
- Caitlin & Damien Nahrung
- Gary & Sue Nahrung
- Ian & Susan Nahrung
- Nahman Family (Helen Nahrung)

Russell Nahrung & Chrissy Walker
- Vicki Nahrung

Neil Priddy Gents Hairdresser
Bill Nolan
Ken & Gail Orphant

- Riley Orphant
- West Bc:!J1k Hereford Stud
- Peter Green Builders
- Professionals Real Estate 54827505
- Eric & Kayley (nee Kunst) Sprott
- Sullivan Livestock
- The United Friendly Society Assoc of 

Gympie & District Ltd
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SPONSORS OF DICKABRAM 

BRIDGE CENTENARY 1886-1986 

PUBLISHED IN 1986 

- Colin and Marjorie Nahrung
- Peter and Cheryl Moodie and Family 

- Gary Nahrung and Family 
- Ian and Susan Nahrung

- ON & J Nahrung-Dickabram

- S Lipsett-Adams-Dickabram • 

- Eileen Lipsett-Dickabram

- Adeline Lipsett-Ward-Dickabram 

- Phyllis Lipsett-Piper-Dickabram 

- Helen and Andrew Nahrung-Dickabram

- Lyons Book Shop

- AG and EM Blowers-Munna Vale Angora Stud 
- BJ and JM Blowers-Binbirrim Grain Fed Beef 

- Will & June Nahrung

- Alan and Beryl Larner

- Keith, Doreen, Wayne and Jason Day
- Wide Bay Capricorn Building Society 

- EG and WI Haack 
- Rob and Erin Carlson 

- Ivan and Cheryl O'Sullivan-Miva 
- LH and JG Kunst 

- Keith and Dell Bulmer

- EJ & FE Lipsett-Dickabram

- Brian and Des Mitchell-Gympie Wholesalers
- Jeff and Kerry Carlson-Miva
- Alex Nahrung

- Frank Sauer and Sons Ply Ltd-Gympie

- The Shale Family-Maryborough
- Gunalda and District Rural Youth 

- Hyne and Son Pty Ltd 
- JJ Ormes 

- KG and GH Orphant-West Bank Hereford Stud 
- Alex and Estelle Robertson
- AG and VM Schiefelbein

- Big Dairy-Gympie
- Tom Grady Real Estate

- Smethurst Kelly-Gympie
- Gordon Suthers
- Kanyan Sawmill
- Maryborough Hervey Bay Chronicle 
- GM Watson 

- Jack Casey Toyota-Maryborough 
- Len, Barbara and Barry Nielsen-Miva Carriers 

- Aub and Betty Kunst 
- Len and Hazel Wheeler

- Maryborough Co-op Dairy Association Ltd

- Warrys Limited-Maryborough

- Warry's Retravision-Maryborough 
- Norm and Hilda Nahrung

- Vince Channer

- Bill and Kay McBride-Theebine Hotel 

- VR Ormes-'Ramscliffe' Miva 

Ian and Val Brown in memory of Patrick and
Sarah Maguire

- Brian and Jenny McMahon
- Jim Balkin
- John and Pam Odgers

- T he Atherton Family
- Lehman's Pharmacy-Gympie
- JA and ME Petersen

- Neville and Hilma Green
- Kevin Shapland and Margaret Johnston

Madills-Gympie
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MIVA 

The · m11 l n  loplc for the  11 ast 
few ll.iY�  hrH1 heen th<1 w e t  w e:t• 
Lt.er tll\ C l  ,i l l t he C'irru.mst a n c l's I I  
h as broll !!;ht  w i t h  l l. A f l e r  the 
heavy ra in  on M,011 1\ay  cvC'.ryone 
on th,· r i v <'r  exper lPtl a i:;oocl 
fresh but few a n t l c• l p a t r,i I.ha t  
1 1,e tl uorl wa ters \\'Ot1 l d  rt> : : t ·h  n: e r
·1 9 rcet anti prn\'e t he h l:::\H•�l r , �e
[or  ma I y  yearg ,  !\ l i rn  hac l  7 l l t
11oln ts rai n riur l n�  l h is we t  penotl 
;, n,I a tota l  or J 5 1i i l  po 1nls to r 
F ebrnary. Du r i n �  t ill' last couple 
n f  yeur!; i l  has  be  I I  no l i c·eabk 
that  i u  l·yl'! Jn lt  d i s  1 1 rb11 11 ('.es the 
rni ' 1  has hel'll hcnv ler i 1 1 the 
1011 er mi !l - re:1 c h e� ot' lhe  r iver 
and  bas travel l ed 1111-st n�am a l ·  
l t. wini; l ot'al w aters lo  11;1' 1  11w fl .1· 
b [ore water from beyond , ym· 
p 'e  got h ere , Thi» t l n1 <' t h •: l1 e  fa I I R were a I I he h e a r\ ot  
: hb-.•I YPr a n ti ;r (' ! IW l l y  re I bel O �'(' 
local  areas l ia tl t h e  he11 •1y ra i n
,.nd  c•,rn;,ec\ a b i i:;i:;rr r i :<  • t h a n  
exrectetl. T h i :;  1100!1 t rna l  > cl a l ·  
n�ost �veryo 1 1 c  a l i !, e  a n d  11ern 
i s  hard ly a Cl'Oll o f  a ny • Intl 
l e ft i 1 t i l l� (\ i H lr i l' l .  M a ; ZE' � 1 rl 
('U Ol])li i n  crops in a l l  R l ai;e3 a• ., 
l:,i,t The 1\ l n ter  ero11 of po l :c to('.: 
w i l l

. 
be "'a l most n i l  anrl :i s t h e  

v:ater i s  remaln ini;:  a l  a h 1g�, 
1 1.;vel for a long period ,1 n cl mo,-1 
h1 cerne ('!'Ops are w e l l  1 1 11 1 ler 
water, It is feared tha t ma · 1 y
patches wi l l be 11· \pec\ out .  P rn C'
dcally alI road� i n  th is  n rea lo 
Gympie anti M a ry born11:; h  w ere  
bloclted. The b ;g  ra i l ll' ay  an t i  
trn ffl c  'br id�. e  ewer  t i l l'. �lar �  
:iere remains · the onlv  " · . Ji:;r  
above w tt er on t h e  · w hole 0 1  
the Mary River, b 1 1 t  cars 11 e1:e
blocked by smal ler gt reams  1 11 
al l dtre('tl :;ns .  A l l  br id �es are 
..-t ill well  under on the i\ l u,n 1 a  
Creek t hough i t  ll'as llf'l'l' r h i�l 1  
.11,� t 'me In C0lll f)a r i �O ll t o  lh P 
,,j · Dinner Cn'P.i; on t h e  mai  11 
:oan from the n11 rn e t t  l) a R  he l c l  
up a l l  t ra m r  i 1 1 ha1  d i rcr· l i on  
ioolchle Creek  ha � �, npprrl :, 1 1 .1·· 

one getti ng I hrn11i:;h to �-1 : cry 
toro1n h :i "nrl t h n  M i\'a Cross ing  
Bridge !s  st i l l  w t• l i  l l il lll' r Wa l er .  
Towards Gym() iP the 1 1 1 ; 1 i 11 h '.d ll 
.l p has aga i n  been the l oll' 1· c 1 1 1 -
ent  c rossing o 1 Tho 1 11 nso11 ·s 
rtat .  While no �eri o u :s  mish aps 
na.ve been repo,: l l'cl oll' ing . tn 
'. he floods,  5evcra l  m i n o r even ts  
J· a ve occurred. One rnr rnmi1 1g  
rrom LongrP.ach went  I I I n  Di n ·  
n e r  Creek anrl. mnthl 11 0 1  J:l' I  
tbrongh. T h e  d 11ver m:1 11ar,crl u,
Jet sa fely to the  bank an ti w en l 
lo Messrs. Ormes Bros. for as•  
slstance. The car wns drngito<I 
bµt aafelv and I h ow 1er  had 1,, 
�pond the next few dnYs clean• ing the engine before he cot�l<I proceed, Since then several other «:Ara bave been slopped In th l !1 CTNk bul got 0Ul without gol:ig or · �lp . .. 

While fe�rylng a. p'.lrt!on o(bla 
Team across the wide expanse
11' backwater near the rai lway 
, ta tinn ,  Mr, N. Nahrun r; ' s  boat 
< l1 1' : tn, a lea!; and sank, and two 
• : i ns  ·t:o 1 t fl i n i 1 1g  J -1 gal lons or 

·:rca 1 1 1  11 cnt to the bot tom. Rall· 
,•; ay wor l,men , �e Ing the trouble ,  
ll' Cil l to h ls  n slliSlance  and M r .  

w. Horn ma naged' t o  locate bolh
• · :1 11 ,  i :i n r 1 .  or w a t er. '!'he can,
wt>rc �'.">o 1 broui;ll l to the  su-r·
face a n d  ag t he  ! Ins  had re·
ma incrl sef'.Ure\j• f aR lPHurl there
,q>peared lo be l i t t le  !lamage
l � OJ l P, .

MIVA 

Practica l ly  a l l  l J e t\ooll wat
ers have now u i s : i - q>cRru<l, but  It 
wi l l  be n 101 1>-'. U 1H• hdorl'! the 
destruction  thP wu te1· ea 11setl has 
been t1xed · 1 1 1 1 .  1 1 1  1 1wn C:ll><llH bi� 
depoei ts ul' silt , 1 1 CI mud l 1ave 
been l eft un  t ir e  l a nui; 111111 fl at,;, 
w hi ch wl l l  1 10  d , llt lJt 1 :vt>11tual ly 
enri l'h  the  soi l .  O ther t'a rrners 
have ,  hu11' t; \' (• f ,  l !a tl peJ'lll ll l lt.' ll l  
llaniage du1 1e ,  a s  l' re:sh \ y  pion�h
ell la1 1tl ha� l,t! .. 11 \\'a�hed COlll· 
pletc\y away  :rntl eltl,<>r the rarnt'., 
wi l l  have to bl• td>anu:.,nc c.l CH' >l 
fresh Rlart  1 1 1 1 1de IU plou�h ll JI L l ,e  
ljub-su i l .  L t  i s  a lunr  li 1 1 1 c  a lso 
s:nce suc:h d : i 1 1 ,a 1:e has bct•n done 
to t h e r iver  11 1 1 ,l M 11 11 1 1 11 Crnek 
bnnks .  B ig l a ntl:; l i t lus  can he 
!ieen 1• 1•erywherc ant1 t li 1' r iver
bl'd Is hard ly  rel'o�ui!rnble  i l l 
p laces. Fo i-t 1 1 1 r n t td )' s i n c•e t l ia  
flood went t.1 1 1\\ 1 1  lwan· shO\\'t>rs 
have l a l l l'11 und  w ash r• tl , ,  l t,l or  
the ,l iny  mud urr  gras� 1 1 1 1d  
\1 1eer1 1e ,  LJ l l tl m : i y  hr, l p  i;ruw 1 l1 
w h ere the  w: i t  PI' hall 1 1ot  st 11 y1<tl 
on too 1<1 1 1 .,; The showct·s a lso 

it'SS!!lled l h e  s t ench  lho l a l wa�•g 
fu l lowH thr, r tolllls .  S l 1 1J 11· e ,  . . , h a n! 

l'a l l Pn  a l 111 o s t  t lai ly dur ing :.\l :1 n·h 
but only 1 :i:! 11oi 1 1 lH ha l'e bei>n l'e• 

g islcretl ,;o far .  

MIVA 

( F rom Our Correspondent)  

C rops w e r e  r u i ned ,  ,t::i n !�s ,  
home11, r.nd outbu l  l d i  ngs 
damaoed i n  a quartH• hour  
f:1 1 1  of hen 's  �g s ized h.i i l  
� t  M iva  � t  ;ibout  4 p , rn. l ;i st 
Su nday,  

;'v! a i :>:t' a nd Jl lln1 J) ll i n  <' l'Op� Wfll'P 
1 · 1 1 in t• l l  on 8t>\'r• rn l  1' :1 r 1 1 : s  11 :nl otl 1 1 • 1· 
r:roI1s, wh i ,· h  had \\ 1 1 r 1· l n•d t h!• rP·
,, .,1 1 1  !11 10<1 1·1d • 1s ,  were 111111m '-:P<I.
'l'\iP ha i l  � l i ,•f'd  rh rnng·h 01· t l" l l t ·  
r, I  

. 
!!:t l \' :1 1 1 1 �,('(I lrnll anrl  li l1 1 •0

ronr� n f  ho1 1 ><os and  perforn 1 ,. ,1 
�h<' cl hu i l 1 \ 1 n es. :l l n n v  1·a t t lf' h • r r\ 
lmnps  o f l 1 i 1 l l' torn 1)11' h,v Lh P hn l l .  

T!'P· l1 : • I I  H ffPr:Lerl 1\ 11 a rea HX-
1 ond ln,J! f'rnrn thl' r:r l l w a,· s I 11 f i o 11 
d rrn 11 t h P  r il'f' I' for a ho1 1 t  t h r,•c 
m i l l'� .  ) 1  wnH  roi ln ll'ed h.1· a nn 1 lwr 
,,tnr 11 1  : l l' ('llll l \ ia1 1 l,•tl l,y SlflH ll h a i l  
a i : r1 a l i '  1 l r> ra i n .  

T h e  tl i ,; t ric- t  is  ·10w exp1Jri1'n• 
f' ing 1 ,v ni rn l  � 1 1mmer w• •a t h , . ,· ,
' l 'hH , , ., , .. . : , s  a rn:e  nrP <lry u 1 1 (I 
l int .. Th1 1 1wh lt I :  J'e't' ll ll tll hPr  o r  
: h un<l i>r" tnrms hn \'c  bet•n 1•x 11er!
PIH!Nl i l l  l h i� I01•:o l i l )' , 1· 1• 1·1• ) \ t l 1 t> 

• · ;l l n  ha�  t' : 1 1 1 <• 1 1 hert • ,  a n !I most 
1·r-� idPTi ll-<  \'.' 1 1 \ l ld  ll'l' i l'O l l \ l' [ I  J(OOd 
�.how<•r to l ny  th r •  d 1 1 � t  a iul lwl I1 
, ,., �n l'l t> l l l li r• h a l'rl g rn11 11 d  f! l l r f: : r'!\ 
, 1 1 ,1 1  ha" P x i s l f' d  c1· !' 1' s i ll<'(' t h e
,·.,r•f' ll l ll ond r : i iu� .  
Pot n t o  c\ i l{J!ill _l? is s t i l l  in fn l l  
Hwin� . a ,nnne: t h r  fR 1'mP1·� w ho 
l'�C:ll J)Pd 1 hr  M ood. lnlt thP  m11 rkel  
'.:eenrn over(' .1pp l t �d  n i l  t h e  ti me  
ci l 'd  nn lv  ,:1 1 1u l l  q 11 n n t i l lP.!! <:a n  hr  
"1i i l l' 1 ) .  SoP1P v:i r irt ie" a re h:i c \ ly  
h i l i i .I' h \ ight  unll thP los�ps tl rt' 
\1 f1 1 1 \' \', 

1 9 48.

RECORD RAINFALL FOR 
.-. 24 HOURS AT MIV A 
lf'HE regiltralion of 1'127 i,oinls al Mivn from 9 a.m. Thuraday lo 
, -- 9 a.m. Friday last week was lhe largest 2'1 hour offi� ial reco�d
lil(t 1898, accorcl ing to th C.overnmenl Cau�e Render m l he d11-
--� Mr. A. Nahrung. t'AR�I I .AN I).' t,;l\i\t f.l!Of:O 

llt rr11or t .  l h:11 l.hl' tl c luge hn Thl' · Mart ri\'"l' wa , :<1 �.<! 1',, prd 1 t• r i  Iii.- tl11ma i:c throu,:h- lt-vul nl  3 1 1,m. un  Ap · i i  1!1. l>ul �l hr c l 1' 1  rlct ' 0ii: area o r  lry O p,m. hncl ris n t -1  ft. ,3 In�. •
,.11a.r•. 11! 1.,•$1 rr11 1 l 1• t• : i l ls ,  ond nl G u.m. ll(' X l  11101· 11 1n�  11 
llaft bf'f'n lu I :1, w l' I I  ns lhe hnd rcat·;1cd a hci, hl  01 :l:1 L I .  ti lalt , ,n1&lllj' "'rro 11', In,., and w11s r11sl :.uhmcq:,n� .!1<• �· r, , l ; 1ntl 1 11 ,, c l ls· tdc t '� hi:: rich rn rm lands en its l>:1 1 :k�. 
..,,.:;.-r,y. 11 r ,· uml •r  1·:11 1 ..r, ancl Thi� r ise wai c:1used :il rno.;t �,- wink•· 1 , ,cld , • r  n, ,J)S h;l\'C bL•en t-ntlrcly by locAI I awr nnd hardl�· 
ruliwd, '1 '1 1 1 • ·· • • l lf'l r nasi· 1 1 :, Oil •ny rain hnd 11t lh:tl  t in,� f:i l l L•II u,. r l \' •' ·  . 1 1 ,1 1 , t\•,·k •  \'r l l  b,i r, I IS miles up th'.! ri\'1•r in the 
nn u�«' rar " ln i ••r ln•c l l n  . n t h'!�' dlrtcllon of Gymplc. ar• co,·• · • , ·c l with m11cl . At t p.m. on t'rldn�• and lnl 1•r 1 11rtlly  . , "":,t\ 111 1hr cl i tr et .._ towns hl�her u I1 the river tl Ill In u, ,. : 1 1 , cl :t I : , rg" 11 1 1mbcr rtoerded only a smatl fal l  in r. :.111 -uf tirld1:1 · :,mt r 1 1 l ,·1•rh 1 1a1· • 1.>cen ,..._,a,._.Jlb. . tllal n .  !\l irn. •:,· 1· 1 1  wa,hrtl :1\1':1," , i-. Whl� D:\y .er c-k , a hi 1: frrll1•1 · Mr, N . t l 1 1 1 1 11 1 : 1 , •pnrt ., thn1 a -�•bo-rtr-MirY:1 1·os1• vnly  I I l l .  lo l: 1 1  u( ::tt� I pui 1 t l f I • I I  1 1 1  lh ... hcut ' l ltU" \Jen r l 11� 011 �;,r d l1trkl [1 u>I I !I :0. 1 1 • .  Ap1•il 28 I "  ._'111111 · rise In ,'.J1e  rivrr. M•Y I .  1 1 1  . , � huur . 01 1  ,\ p11 I At ,Tlaro ·the fu l l  i11rc1, fl( t l il' 311 tru1n :1 1 1, 111. 10 !I JI . I l l .  1 1  illl'h1·s tfln: distrlcli noc(iin14 w:l� f,,1 1 .  toh, 11 1u \  1 1 1 . th1• :!,I h1 1u 1·., l ru11 1 111cl al one �lagp th-- i,' -1 ,, lb ·, , :· t a Apri l 2U J r ,  t h a l  1 1011 1· on ,� �ven [<'cl in u11,· l ,n ,a', t\p1 W. l •l:!'i p,,mts  w1•rc re- , of the· i\\ :tr"'" hl• .1'",·: : ,  :-�•>rdctl, "'9ries, Munno C:·i: •le ,'1: :, h 1 ' '" · >"our m i lt'� a\\'ay i n  :\l1111n. ia t , few m i le!' below i h • · t\ l\ a  (.'r(Y.'k !WCl iuu u r  �1 1 , ., ,  1 1,:is poi ll l .! ai.o · llooded very q 1 1 i 1 !• : ,, . l ' I • fol l  in 2 1  l c 1 1 t1 1·� "" Tl , : 1 1  .da,r :rm) •llht the w.it<'r ru 1• ::1 1 1 1  :, 1 1cl 1 total ur n , 11rh1• · ,, :1:; n•u•• l'd 11 flkhe<I a hci �h ,  or ·::; , . .  , · • ror !he th :  1'l' rn iny clnys, 
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or women due to have babies, were transported to Theebine on 
the pumper, to be met by the Ambulance to take them on to 
Gympie. At times the Ambulance would pick them up before 
the pumper had reached Theebine. 

"There was one lad who went to school at Miva. His name 
was Jimmy Wason. Every day we stood and held our breath as 
he walked the arch right over the top of the bridge. When the 
Miva School closed down, other Miva children and myself 
walked to Theebine School every day, and in later years, Mr 
Langley took us three mornings a week in his truck, and we 
returned home on the rail motor three days a week. When a few 
cars came around it was not so bad, as there were no trains to 
suit if you wanted to go for a day's outing somewhere. We used 
to go to the pictures at Theebine, or dances at Theebine or 
Munna Creek in Mr Langley's truck. In 1934, dad bought a 
'Rugby' car, and we could go anywhere." 

, Following is a list of most of the Dickabram Gatekeeper 
families, some may have been relieving for a short period. 

Griffin Maguire Egan 
O'Gorman McCullough Woodhouse 
Bill McKewan Ben Thompson Reece 
Wilson Ramsay 
Joe McKewan Alexander 

Mrs F.A. Reece was Gatekeeper at Dickabram from 9th 
March 1967, until her resignation on 31st December, 1972. The 
gates were removed in 1974, and the services of the then 
Temporary Gatekeeper, Mrs A.J. Murray, were terminated 
from 11th October, 1974. 

The latter action was made possible as the result of the 
erection of a 6" high kerb for the complete length of the bridge 
to give a 10'6" wide roadway. 'Stop' signs, 'One Lane Bridge' 
signs and '10 m.p.h. Speed Limit' signs were erected at each 
end of the bridge with lighting to illuminate them. This work was 
completed by approximately August 1974. 

The Gatekeeper's residence was sold for removal to Messrs. 
W.B. and J.W. Jones, Woolooga in April, 1980. 

Bulmer's /ruck on bridge prior to curbing 

Bridge showing curbing 
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LOCAL ORGAN/SA TIONS 

RACE MEETINGS 
Quote from "A Century of Settlement" 1859-1959 

The 'Sport of Kings' had its deuotees among the early 
settlers too, The first race meeting was held at Jacaranda Hill 
near the Miua Crossing Hotel in very early days. Mr James 
Orphant, licensee of the Hotel, donated a siluer cup for these 
races, Today the cup is in the School of Arts in Mackay. Why, 
no one seems to know. 

The site of the racecourse was changed soon after to what is 
still called the 'Racecourse' paddock, and now owned by Mr 
Stewart Kunst. The last race meeting was held in 1913. A well
known local Jockey was Mr J.C. Carlson who rode many 
winners and proudly preserued his jockey regalia. 

The following items from the Maryborough Chronicle give an 
idea of the activities of these race meetings held at Miva 
Crossing. 

Maryborough Chronicle - 20th December, 1882: 

Miua Jockey and Athletic Club - First Meeting. 

Boxing Day (Tuesday, Dec. 26th), and Thursday, Dec. 28th, 
1882. to be held near the Miva Bridge Hotel. 

Athletic Sports - Dec. 26; to commence at 11 a.m. 

1 - MAIDEN PLATE of 30s: open to all comers who have 
neuer won an aduertised prize; second, 10s. Distance 
100 yards. 

2 - HOP STEP AND JUMP - Prize £2. 
3 - SACK RACE, 50 yards; first prize, 10s; second, Ss. 
4 · RUNNING HIGH JUMP - Prize £1. 
5 · MIVA HANDICAP, 150 yards; first prize £2, second, 15s. 
6 - THREE-LEGGED RACE, 100 yards; prize 10s. 
7 · WHEELBARROW RACE (Blindfolded); prize, 10s. 
8 - PIG WITH GREASY TAIL; winner to keep Pig. 
9 RUNNING LONG JUMP; prize, £1. 

10 - BLACK GIN'S RACE, 100 yards; prize, Ss. 
11 · BLACKFELLOW'S RACE, 150 yards; prize, Ss. 
12 - SPARRING MATCH, with Kid Gloues, first three points, 

prize 10s. 

N.B. Three Entries or no second prize. All disputes to be 
settled by the Stewards. Competitors for the Miua Handicap, 
Hop Step and Jump and Maiden Plate, not being Members of 
the Club, will have to pay a qualification fee of Ss. Entrance fee, 
10 per cent. 

---------

Horse Races • Thursday, Dec. 28th, 1882; to commence at 
11.30a.m. 

1 · MAIDEN PLATE of £3, second prize, £1; for all horses 
that haue neuer started Jor an aduertised prize; distance 
one mile; w.f.a. 

2 · THE STOCKMAN'S CUP, ualue Fiue Guineas; 
presented by Mr J. Wyshart, with £2 added money; 
second horse 10s; distance, one mile; for all bona fide 
stock-horses, regularly worked as such, and grass fed; to 
be ridden by stockmen employed in the Wide Bay and 
Burnett Districts; w.f.a. To start at 12.15µ.m. 

LUNCHEON 

3 · PONY RACE, for all Ponies under fourteen hands; once 
round; prize £1 10s; catch weights. To start at 2p.m. 

4 · THE MIVA HANDICAP; one mile and a distance; first 
horse, £7; second, £2. To start at 2.30p,m. 

5 . THE MIVA CORINTHIAN RACE; one mile; prize, £3; all 
horses to be owned and ridden by members of the Club; 
w. w.f.a. To start at 3 o'clock.

6 · FORCED HANDICAP of £3; second horse, £1; one mile. 
To start at 3.30p.m. 

7 · HURRY SCURRY; once round; prize, £1, catch weights. 
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NB. Maryborough T. C. Rules. All disputes to be adjusted by 
Stewards. Entrance Jee 10 per cent on amount of prize. Post 
entrance for all races. All races except Pony Race, Stockman 's 
Cup and Hurry Scurry, to Jockey Costume. For non
members, a qualification of 10s 6d will be required for the 
Stockman's Cup and Miua Handicap. 

H. Jackson, Sec. pro.tern.

Maryborough Chronicle - January 3, 1887:
(Jrom our own correspondent) 

The usual annual race meeting at Miua came off on Friday, 
December 31st, under favourable circumstances. A large 
number of people were attracted by the sport provided, and 
the weather was everything that could be desired. The first 
race on the card was the 

MAIDEN PLATE - Won by Mr Wilson's Tristan, stakes £3.

ALL AGED STAKES - Won by Mr Clarke's Snip, stakes £5. 
MIVA HANDICAP - This race was won by Mr Single's 

Hector; Mr Wilson's Tristan · 2nd; Mr Clarke's Snip • 3rd. 
Dickabram, who also ran, went off the course. Hector won 
hard held the whole way. 1st drew £8, 2nd £1 5s. 

HACK RACE - welter weight for age. Hector won this al/the 
way, owner up. Dickabram again left the course. Snip came in 
second, Stakes £3.

FAREWELL HANDICAP - This the last race on the 
programme was won by Mr Wilson's Tristan, carrying 9st. Sib. 
White/oat with lOst. wouldn't accept. Monarch started and 
came in last. Stakes £3. 

After the races everyone repaired to Mr Orphant's, where a 
substantial repast was made ready. Later on the room was 
cleared and dancing was kept up with great vigour until the 
early hours of the New Year. 

At the settling up Mr Wilson drew £6; Mr Smyle £11; and Mr 
Clarke £5 Ss. 

Maryborough Chronicle - 29th December, 1885:

A fatal accident occurred yesterday at a country race 
meeting near Mr Orphant's hotel, at Miva Crossing. In the first 
race, a youth named Albert Thrower, about 17 years of age, 
rode a colt owned by Mr Wallace. Soon after the start the colt 
ouerpowered his rider, bolted into the standing timber, and 
came violently info collision with a tree, both horse and rider 
Jailing heavily. On being picked up, young Thrower was found 
to be badly injured, his skull and one leg being fractured. A 
spring-cart was obtained and the sufferer was conveyed to 
Gundiah Railway Station to be forwarded to Gympie, where 
his father resides, but shortly after reaching Gundiah the ill
fated youth died. The body was sent on by the train. The 
deceased, who was, like most colonial youths, fond of 
horsemanship, was pursued by fate. Twice preuiously he had 
suffered injury by being thrown while horse racing; the third 
occurrence proued fatal. He was a son of Mr George Thrower, 
an old resident of Gympie. 

MIVA MUTUAL 

IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY 
The following newspaper items are all the information 

gathered to date about this Society. 

Maryborough Chronicle - 6th September, 1893: 
THE MIVA MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY. 
(by the Orphan). 

ff a visitor upon alighting from the train at the Miua railway 
platform, were to ask a natiue for references of local 
institutions, he would undoubtedly be referred to the Miua 
Mutual Improvement Society. 
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During the time when the Dickabram Bridge was under 
construction, the presence of so many railway employees 
rendered /if e fairly endurable from the many forms of 
entertainment got up in the local school-room. But the nauuy is 
now an inhabitant of the past. Upon the campletion of the 
railway, he sought fresh field, taking with him his love for some 
of his grandiloquently termed concoctions such as "Ki/1-me
quick", "Strike-me-dead", etc., and the local residents were 
thus thrown upon their own resources. Grappling with the 
need, a meeting was held in the Miva Provisional School about 
twelve months ago, and as an outcome of it, the Miua Mutual 
Improvement Society was formed with a membership of forty. 
A president,  secretary, and working committee were 
appointed and meetings of an instructive character held at tri
weekly interuals for some t ime. The floods of February 
however completely disconcerted the Society's arrangements, 
and the work dropped for the time being. 

Maryborough Chronicle - 26th October, 1893: 
(from our own correspondent) October 25. 

f:ine weather hauing come again, meetings are once more 
being held under the presidency of Mr L. Jenkins, and on 
Saturday last members turned up in strong force. The 
principal item on the evening's programme was a "Spelling 
Bee" divided into two sections, for children and adults, prizes 
being given in both cases, and a very creditable display of 
spelling was giuen. A programme of songs, recitations and 
readings was then entered upon when the latent capabilit ies of 
the Miva residents were brought to light, although many of the 
artists exhibited a haughty disregard as to the tune of the 
uarious songs given. It was resolued to hold the next meeting of 
the Society at Munno Creek in a fortnight, when some 
additional attractions will be presented. 

The monthly meeting of the Miua Mutual Improvement 
Society was held in the local school room on Saturday evening 
last. The subject chosen for to be discussed was the New 
Australia co-operatiue movement, and judging by the rapt 
attention which the audience displayed, it is euident that the 
doings of the pioneer band are eagerly watched by those left 
behind in Old Australia. The first speaker was Mr D.J. Bell, 
who in a lucid and remarkably sympathetic manner described 
the mouement from its inception, paid a high tribute to the 
founder, Mr W. Lane, and took his hearers across the ocean to 
the locality granted by the Paraguayan Republic, and at the 
conclusion expressed his opinion that the movement was 
bound ta succeed, so long as the first principles were adhered 
to. Mr J. Lipsett followed and in a vigorous speech combatted 
the assertion of the previous speaker. A graphic description of 
the Apostolic Communism, was given, the Jesuit settlements 
in early Paraguay were sketched, and the present mouement 
fairly criticised. The speakers principal reason for predicting a 
downfall was the antipathy of the present inhabitants towards 
foreigners, for says a late writer, the Spanish American hates 
strangers almost as much as hard work. Messrs. K. Nahrung 
and A. Gesch followed, but an ominous shake of the head of 
the last speaker seemed to say, "With all Queens/and'sfaults, I 
loue her still. " The meeting closed at a late hour, all agreeing 
that the efforts put forward were noble ones, and deserved to 
succeed. It has been decided by the Society to have a 
demonstration at Christmas time, something similar to a 
Welsh Eisteddfod, when s ubstan tial prizes will be giuen for 
various subjects. 

MIVA SPORTS 
During the First World War, Patriotic Sports days were 

organised at Miva with the proceeds going to help the war 
effort. Mention is also made of tennis and cricket matches. 

-�9. lb

Patriotic Day at Miva 
'L'h,, recenl Miv1i JJtltl' i otlc 1,ports l 1i 

aid of lllo 'flal'o Shlro patl'iotic Cu.nd 
were held 011 the M ivu :-:c.:hool g t·ounds 
Thorc"'wus a ftdr attcnt lnnr.r-, n.1 1 t.ho 
/;llTl 'OUnlliug tliS�l'ict:; 1Jcin1s l'L'PJ'l:sont. 
<!d. J L wa.s l\.l"l'llngcd that fil j va, 
l'boc!Jino u11tl Kanyu11 s l i o 1 1 l 1l rom
t,lnt! fur the colclJrnUon o f  l ' 1LL r iolic 
De,r , and lho co11 11Jination JJl'o \'l'cl (\. 
gr1>11-t ij11ci;�ss in c,·c1·,v wo,. v . /\ n cm
ergei,h; tu 111111iUce w•t� for,n,:d , with 
m·. G. w. Nuhru11i; llS ij(;(l'l' Lu r,v, I\Ud 
tltc following "01 lecto 1·R 1n,rc, ,tp
Polnted to c11111nts� I ht• i  r ,dlulte<:I 
at11irictll ; A .  NElhrung ( �Uva uncl 
Alunna.) , C .  WR Lson (ThcclJ inc) ,. W. 
DR.y (K11.ny1tn ) ,  t : .  G esell ( :':lc;o..tou) , 
IV. '  C 11,u l lc,v . T u  eq•ry cRs., their o.P
p,:,a,.l,5 1110 L ll' i lh I\ h,•,ir l� l'�>'l 'OllHO, 
The wca.lhor was al l Lhal co 1 1 J LI ho 
(lcsircd and l)y 1 1  o 'clock tlw Hports
ground' present.ell nn anim,tlc<l a.p
PCal'lln(;;). 

::::Sla.lJs lu1tl ucen Cl'cclctl on the 
.,:rnu,nds, WL'l'o lll l  . . ki 11tl s of l emp t ing 
e11.tu.1.Jlc1.J, soll dr i nK_,;, lllncy \l' o l'"  etc . 
�·uuld 1.>1.1 p�1rd1,a_::;cll. '� l l'�tlo.u1..:� Li'l ''-'�ll 
t;o,ulley, (; . \I' , , nhr11ng and II' . C. 
,'llnhrung \l'CJ'o in  chari;� or th1J ,;tall  
1mll " 1'uddy ' s"  uH1rkct, whi le Mr ,J . 
W�·nnu ca.publy Jilloo the 1i0Hil ion o f  
t, ,  rnu.in, nl U te  ,;o f t  tl rink boo lh. /\ I I  
dn,y long the ussishultS wero k�p L 
busy and by nigh l [H'a.cllcL\HY cvcry
�hlng \l'll.S sold , "\,II g i f t�  dom1Lcd 
l\'C,l"l! either .sv ld i l l ihc Sln-l ls , or ·�UC• 
t,,�ncd, .is i L, 1, n,s d,:cidL·d lhcrc 
ijllould l.,o 110 l 'ul ll cs clc. Ai r .  H. Lip
selt, in conducting tb,, .i.u�Lion ,  pruv-
1){�_ lli m,;clf II ca tJt\lJlc su lcsu11u1. ,\11', 

A. 'l'l 1omp:mn, :11 .L- /\ . ,  ,1 1,s i nvi l,
e<l lo  open lh,, iUt11;L i rrn, IJtll Wll.S
11 n ,1 b l•> LIJ 1:uJ t L 1 1 I ., w i t h  l ho J'C�[ll<;st ,
llllving; 1.1rev lvn�ly 1tC<:ep l.ed 11,n invi
lnt ion , lp up,·u n, s i 111i la l' fulc n. t. 
Ua.upk, Thu dn.y · ,; sporl opcnetl witll
e. cricket. Hllt Lrh , l adies Y. gent�,, thi;
hit ter ha.v iug  to \)IJ\\'I lefl llunded , 
und bat w i lh  a round ,; l id<. llc�pitc
lh�8CI hand ietl.Jls, the grnt,; t irov�d 1 -hu
1·1ctorn, dcfoo.l i 1 1g  lhc fciir 1:ll!X IJy Ha
tu 17 nms. HO\\'C"'cr, lho [ [I.dies
'proved iht.!111sdvo,; · ·sport,; ' ' ror l\t 
t hu co11cl n� ion oi I hr,  u1 0. l l:h , thoy 
cond ucted lhc �c•nl .� lo I lw. booth ,
1vh,:1v c11 ch l u d,v " ,;Jwul,•11 ' '  for, onu 
o f  the opposi11g _ team, 

Aft.er ll 10 1 1w lch u l l  �U-l tlo wa lo  
lunch ,  wh ich  Look , t.ho fonu  o f  n IJll.�
�ct picnic, tho comm i lt0t, jlrov iding 
the te,t, ·A r!erwf\rds tbc  :ipurls pl'o · 
gl'R llllUO \V([S proceeded w i lh .  ;\ll'SSl'H , 
J•;, Ha�·n.,.., 1;. \\'a.l�on o.nd \\'. i: . 

Nl\ht·Lt1 1g Wt•rc iu d1argo of the ffl,Ccs. 
fl. fc,1tur(1 ol' the �por lfi wl\H Uw l arg" 
numhei· o l' cn1.r imi rc�in•<l , aml lh'-' 
_.,xr.li. ing 1in i111.l�" of o il the rncc�. 

,\ f l L'J' Lhu S{lUl' I S, ll.Ll tLIICl ltJII 1,111 
of g ift,; l<Jok r, lu ,· , wi I.It t,hu 1,1 1 10 11 -
lni,: l'l'll l l l ls  ,-:·Hc-, ·1·, tl111111 Ll -1L l ,. J ! ,  
½ij l,-l! l t ,  liOllghL l o.v W. l: .  '1\l{l'll nl{,
er, ; hul l  c1,H, w. e. \l'il�on t w .  l: .  
Nahnmg .t,1 ) : , f l't' · y h l ft•r ,  1..: . \\' .
N11h1·1111g t l-:. 1 : .  l<t1�•u1·1 J.: l ) ; . l �r
RC\Y cN.H, H is� Konnio  N ti.h l'\I I IK ( ' I ' . 
J (n j  n r ..C:.l/lU/) ; . p ig, 11'. Tl. ll' i l �on 
(G . N 11bn1 1 1g ,L; J ) ; ,  go11 L 0,11,l k i d ,  J\l rH 
I\' . G och ( \\', C. Ncihn1 11g (i/ ) ; p ig , 
I • : .  Ku 1111t ( W. C. N1d11 · 1 1ng 0/ J ;, l ' i !,:' , 
f[ .  I-l nrt,• i 1-;>,Cll (W .  C. t\'abr1 1 1 1g 7/(i )  ; 
fl:ig, U .  , J ,  d cnkin:i ( , J .  lJo.wc : I/ ) ,  rc
rlon11 l cd ,1uvt !so l rl lo T, H 1ty11er 1 /  
,' · I/) ; pa i r  ullcks ,  1 1 .  Know)Cf,j ( , I . 
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ll',, nu11 ,J/ J  ;: pa i r  J'o11 ls ,  J .  Ku11sl ( \\' ,  
• • .N tlbt·ung ·1/u) ; �WO Ul'l\l,!'s, 1-:.

KrnlTL ( W .  ·. l\ 11hq1 1 1g 8/) ,  ,;i x h1·11:-, 
1\lrs_ t: . . J a 1nos (W. t.:. - n hrn11)! 
J n/tl) : ii. ,◄,Ilg J)ol,llOc�, .J . 1 ' 1 11ckw,1l I 
/ \I'_ c : .  N a hr1111 , J 1/) : J ht1g unii',.v. 
.J . J o' . Knnsl, t_r _ '1 1 h l'o11,i; _ 1,Vr\ J .  

Th• ·  (U l l l l l l i lll'C a lso l\d now l.:•l ''J 
1 !1 1: 11 11d1.•l'J 1 1l•Jl l i 1 1 11nt c,lfllll\ l iO ll . .  --\\' . 
r. !.;11- 1 1 1  lcy .i.::,, .J . T. 'A l ht,;J'l«/n .i.:r,, 
,I . I .  ,\Uwrlou £.�.  II . e. Nohruai;
.C:J/:J/, \\'n,U;on Urus. J>J./:1./0, i\l . 
,/ cnkin,; ,t,;:;i/2/(j, J•;, ll . •  J (fl.� lll•I' .t.,;�/-
2/, F. J IJI.\' .J..: '),1 '2/, !:-;. \\' , Ln. rn I'
J.:.2/'),/, J�. 1-'runt.:i,; X-',!,/',!,/ , K. , nh•
ning J.: l/ 1/, L' .  W .  Wrigli.l , . J / 1 / ,
E. M .  Lowi11 J:-1/J /, W .  1\' i l:,un ,,: J/. 
1/, A, La.rn('r £1/ 1 .  F. ,..,nr-
uor J.:1/1/., A. J .  ::lho.plsntl
ijClll', .l;J/1/, J •  ll'uotl £J/
J / , F. Jtu luier J.: 1/J u l:.  Sll l l i \'11.u,
J.:.1/1/, ..ll r.� . ll i 11tl1mc.rn1i .i.:1 ,  J , W .  
Dlowc1·s .Cl, 11 . l'; l(unsL £ 1 ,  C ,  

. 
l l .

J{uw;L .i.:1 ,  ,I l l':<, c : l•&:11 ,i; l ,  l\lr:<. $(\ll
llcrson �l ,  1\'nJ Lu· 1'11Ucr�ou .C l ,  Wu,
J 'o.l \,uJ'tion .C l ,  J\ ,  Tho11 1psull llJ/li , c_ 
J l luck 10/ ,  ,J . l•'.. 1 111\ck wi.:Jl 10/ ,  C . 
Seilson l ll/, ,J . c .  Carleo1t 10/,. S.  
.r , C n.rhon 10/, u ,  , l tL1uc·s 10/ ,  !'I . 
J\nder8011 10/, A, ' t ' .  K 1111s L l U/, A .  
r , .  Uurl"ig�1•n , I 1 1; ,  \\'rn, h unst. lU/ , 
I\', J J irl ,JU/ ,  \\'. S;i 1 1(•r 1 c. 1/ \\' , ( ; i;sc l l  
J O/ l�. l k1 t1krson \ 1.l/,  ,\ . ,-,;h11,p l tu 1 1I 
j 1 inr, 10/1 t : .  l •.l, C cs�h l Ll/ ,  I\. . 
,'i lt'll,Wbritlgo .L1 1/ 1 ,J . c .. J ,•n::;l'n 1 0/ ,  
l'. Anderson 5/, , J  o.8, ,h•ir ;')/, C . 
lJ;1kin 6/, 1 1 .  llakin 5/,  ,\ . J [ol1w1rn 
r,;, 111 1 '� .  JJ,dd�n;on ,-,/, .,fi i-,� J lowon 
G/, J .  U1iLflin {i/, lll r:;. �'- tL�·lol' u/, I' . 
Krt\fft 5/, .J ,  \l'yn110 ;i/, J .  Fidctlcr 
fi/, U. l JJ'OII II C/, \\' . :\k, l�OWl' ll C,/1 

.I. . Wil .;on :,/ ,  F .. U i r �  �i/ ,  1' •. , I . Hi.rt 
,,/,  Jl, fh1<li c'-cr . r,/, , r . Orme1, r,/, J .  
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Children's Sports Galhe'ring 
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The branch donated a large parcel of clothes to the 
'unfortunate settlers' of Beerburrum in 193 1 ,  money towards a 
Wireless Transmitting Set for the Outback in 1933, and in 1937 
arranged for a Dental Clinic to visit the schools. 

The C.  W.A. organised the first Anzac Service at Miva in 
1933, and sti l l  continue this fine work. 

1 934, C. W.A. 
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As a token from the Miva Q.C.W.A. in 1940 the branch sent 
gifts to each of the local boys in camp with the A.l .F.  in t he 
shape of canteen orders with which to purchase sweets or 
cigarettes for Christmas. A parcel was made up and sent 
overseas to Sister Hooke, who left this district for service as an 
A . I.F .  Nurse. Parcels of clothing etc. were constantly sent to
the Australian Comfort Fund to aid the Australian Forces,

Back L.  to R : Mesdames N Nahnmg, 0. O'Keefe, P Langley, Miss G. Maguire, 
Mesdames P. Maguire, E. Kunst. 
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Front L to R.: Mesdames J. Gunston, G. W. Nahrung, Miss W. Nahrung,
Mrs A. Nahrung, Miss G. Kunst.











Private Les 

I'm only a blinkin' private, 
Jn the Miva Home Guard. 
My brother • he's an N.C.O. 
And it makes it mighty hard, 
For even when we're at work, 
No matter where we go • 
It's "Les do this," and "Les do that", 
'Cos he's an N.C.O. 
When the cows are in the yard 
You should hear him let it go; 
Sc:iys that milkin' bloomin' cows 
Ain't no job for an N.C.O. 
Then there is the pigs to feed, 
The calves, the dog, the cat, 
It's "While I make a smoke me lad, 
Les will you do that?" 
Then the horses to be got 
And off to farm we go, 
Of course he's got to take the reins, 
'Cos he's an N.C.O. 
I just plod along behind, 
Not good enough to drive it, 
And someone has to screw the brakes, 
Who! the blinkin' private. 
Of course we like the training part, 
Our leaders are true blue, 

by Les Kunst 

There's Uncle Bill (Sauer) and Mr Jones, 
And Mr Wilson too, 
Then to boil the billies, 
We must have some young lad, 
So we chose the one we thought the best 
See him • he's my Grandad. (Grandfather Sauer). 
But when the trainin's over, 
And home again we go, 
Me brother keeps remindin' me 
That he's an N.C.O. 
Today I got fed up with this, 
I'll open his eyes wide, 
It's me what's N.C.O., 
Which means '"Nother Chap's Offsider". 

The men met every Sunday at the Miva School and Sport 
Ground. While they trained, the ladies made camounage nets 
for the war effort. They also knitted scarve , socks and 
balaclavas for the soldiers • some knitting well over 100 skeins 
of wool. A committee also ran Patriotic Sports to raise money 
for the Comfort Fund, Red Cross, etc. 
Newscutting 

Miva - 1945 

V.P. DAY CELEBRATIONS · A large number of local
residents journeyed to Gympie to share in the celebrations on 
Wednesday. All had 011 enjoyable time and uoted the day on 
e cellent one. Members of the lo al V.D,C. were well
represented in the procession. On Thursday night one of the
mo t memomble nights in the district's history was enjoyed by
all residents 10 celebrate VP. Day. Dancing and fun continued 
till th� early hours, by which time most people could scarcely 
talk owing to the constant cheering. The boys who haue made 
uictory celebrations possible were not forgotten. A feature of 
the evening was the solemnity shown when a minute's silence 
was called for in honour of the 'Fallen Heroes'.

Newscutting - 1945

ANZAC DAY AT MJVA - A large gathering of Miva and
district residents attended the annual Anzac Day Commemor
ation Service in the Miva Hall. Amongst the gathering were 
several returned men, both from the 1914-1918 war and the 
present conflict. The local V.D.C. was present in full force.

Some locals, non-members, nicknamed the V.D. C. men
'Tin Soldiers'. 
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MIVA RIFLE CLUB 
The Miva Rifle Club was lormed in 1946, following ihe 

disbandment of the V.D.C. which operaled during the war 
years and had built a rifle range adjacent to the Miva 
connection road. 

In the early days the Army supplied the guns and the 
ammunition. The club lunctioned under the captaincy of Percy 
Day, with Bill Sauer as secretary, until his death in 1958, and 
Don Nahrung then held the position until he retired from 
shooting in 1965, handing the books to Charles Radel. 

Newscutting - 1948 MIVA (from our Correspondent)

Good attendances are the order of the day at the regular
monthly rifle shooting. From 24 to 30 members uSL1ally shoot it 
out. The committee is arranging for extension alterations lo be
made on the butts and mounds and a target shed is also to be
built as soon as possible. The original range was built by the
V.D.C. but it is inadequate now.

Last week's shoot decided the winner of the trophy
presented to the rifleman who had the best three scores off the 
rifle, during the pas/ six months. Mr Joe White held the best
score with Mr Alan Armstrong a close second. 

The winner of the trophy for the best score with the
handicap will be announced at the next monthly shoot. 

These trophies will be presented at the Riflemen's Dance to 
be held at Theebine in July. 

Jn 1959, Kev Shapland was elected Captain, and the club 
took part in the Nicklin-Lowe Shield Competition, against 
clubs as far south as Nambour. 

Six members competed in Championship Shoots from 
Bundaberg to Nambour, and although not taking off the major 
prizes, usually won enough prize money to break even. 

In 1971 when Kev Shapland retired from shooting and left the 
district, Keith Ross took on captaincy for twelve months, 
before handing over to Ian Kunst. 

With the changeover to the F.N. Rifles in the late sixties, this 
became a very expensive sport, and members gradually pulled 
out, until with only four shooters left, the club folded up in 1974. 

In 1953, joining fee was 10/-, a rifle cost £3, and ammunition 
was free. 

Today a rifle costs $700, and it is 30<i: a shot. 

RIFLE SHOOTING 

Twenty-one members took port In the i\livn !"Ufle ('lnb shoot on S11111lay. Coi1i111. icni- were ml her dU'Ci,·ult 
011 lhe '500 yanJ l'UI\K • O\\'lng tn cross wlncls ;11111 changing !�hi The next shooL will bi! on Januan: 2 when a picnic malth and ladit>� day will be held, Scores were : L. J. Jenldns handicap (1(1):200 
fllS, 24 300 yds, H a00 Yll!'li , t, 
tplal 83.; K. Hof(m;,n (2S) 18 ,� 
20 S4: R, Baclio1· !2SJ Ill 21 1, 
82: E. Kunsl(26l 23 2 !1 �Ii;. II. 
Carlson (30) 22 19 i ;. ; U. :-itri.w. 
hridge (61 29 30 15 �O: Allb K1111Kt 

(19) 29 27 2ll 10L: A. �lo(fett (II
30 30 2 SI: W. T. Jenl1i11s (S) �Ii 
27 18 7fl; Herb Raclecker (�) l!I
2fi 17 76; E. Birl (aS1 2:i 28 �U
l0ri: H. Sauer {30) 18 10 7 ti�; i.ll.
B,'\cllor (18) 28 20 I:\ S1; L. Kurlh 

'(:35) 2::l 23 25 105; P. Duy (:111 2:1
26 tfi flii; W. H. Sauer (2,,) 27 :1:i 
I� !l7: W. Jenkins (31) :IU 2!1 �!I
]05; F. Bulmer (40) 2S 27 lfl 10:,; 
c. Nahrung (11) 25 27 2ti n; T.
Blackwell (2·0 31 2!! 21 105; Alex 

'N'ahrnng (28) 2-1 20 98. ' 



MIVA TENNIS CLUB 
Before the First War, tennis was played on a court at the 

Miva School. Little is known about the club in these times, but 
of course most players arrived on horseback or in sulkies. 

Newscutting - 1918. 

The Miua Tennis club played their first match on June 7th 
against the Kanyan Club, on the latter's court. The Miva team 
proued the victors, winning by 13 sets, 81 games, to Kanyan 's 2 
sets, 50 games. All thoroughly enjoyed themselves, ,and we are 
looking forward to another good day's sport, when the return 
match is played on the home court. 

Newscutting - 1918 - MIVA 

(from our own Correspondent) July 28. 
A basket picnic was held on the local tennis court on 

Saturday July 19th, to celebrate the day, which, duri,19 the 
past four yeors of turmoil, we all longed for· Peace Day. About 

1ghly people were present, and a.n enjoyable day was spent. 
Gom s of all kinds w re indulged in, but tennis was the hi 1 
attraction, and some uery good play resulted. During the 
afternoon Mt A. Thompson, M.L.A., and Mr K. Nalirung, 
deliuer d short c,ddr sses, appropna1e for the occasmn, after 
which the National Anthem was heartily sung. The games 
were then recommenced and kept going till dusk. 

The Miua Tennis Club played a match against the Theebine 
"Premier" Club on the farmer's court, on Saturday last July 
26th. Both sides had strong teams out, and the contest was 
uery exciting throughout. Each side had qua/ ga111es to their 
credit at fun Ii time, bul Miua gradually forged aheacl, 
eventually winning by 23 games. The final scores were: Miua, 
11 sets, 77 games; Theebine, 5 sets, 54 games. 

Miua Tennis Players. 1958 Ladies. 
Standing L to R.: Shirley Lips<'tt, Hilda Nahrung, Bess Longley. Ha,el Dakin, 
Li/ Dakin, Edna Lipselt. BPcJ/ Balderson, Moya Langley. 
Front: Moya Ari11strong, OlitJe Shallcross, May O'Brien 

Miua Tennis Players, 1958 Men. 
L. to R.: Harry Ormes, Roy Ormes, Wal McL<'nnan, Joe Jenkins, Lance Dakin, 
Des O'Brien, Allan Armstrong, Edgar Lipsett, Dick Ormes, Norm Nahrung 
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In 1919 George Nahrung wrote to the Department of Public 
Instruction seeking permission to build a court in the School 
grounds on a different site. It would appear this was built at the 
four fig trees. 

A ladder system operated where a player could challenge the 
player above him for sixpence, to try to advance up the ladder. 
It is said that Miva's best players, and certainly their best men's 
doubles pair, were Chas Neilsen and August Anderson. 

In 1947 a gathering of tennis enthusiasts inspected the old 
tennis courts on the Miva Reserve with the intention of forming 
a Tennis Club. The club was formed with a membership fee of 
10/- for both ladies and gents. A tennis net was donated by N. 
Nahrung, posts were pulled out before mowing, and suitable 
wire netting was obtained. 

The fees increased to £1 in 1951, and in 1952 the club joined 
the Tiara District Tennis Association. At one stage five Miva 
teams played in the Association each Sunday. The club won 
the 'A' Grade teams cup twice and the 'B' Grade once. Three 
members won the 'B' Grade singles cup • Colin Nahrung 1953, 
Lex Kunst 1955, and Don Nahrung in 1956. Lex and Don 
represented the Tiaro Association in the under 19 boys' teams 
in 1954 and '55. 

Matches played against the Netherby Club were most 
memorable as a close friendship developed between the two 
clubs over the years. The following Tennis Notes' have been 
kept by Hilda Nahrung, and were written with 'tongue in cheek' 
by Stan Raabe of the Netherby Club in 1957. 

Don Nahrung and Will Nahrung •
holding 1956 Trophies. 































The �anil'
Jl

r.�'\pe· .ot J.q!; dl�j1'·4,i•
a l'ITRYM f<JUlld ' ,:'re�;....-!e hi ot)let 
purls, and �hen ·Kh,g· DJougbt b'll�N 
8wa,· c l9ewhere thn \J'i,'11 distrld u 
uflt:11 I "  tl,e re,cu.-. ·Lusl )'car DOl 
l,:ogs vf p ro,lucc wer� aent by T:lil. 

l'o 1 u l 1 1 1•s grow wdl in tl10 diatricl. 
The�· l o :t n ·  11 1 1ua l i t y  that flndA a 
n•atl,· """ k, • I .  The vield, tbougl, by nu 
1 1 1�:1 1·1 .'\ ;1 1 1 1 tdlf_{:il l lu• 

0

rccord Ureakett1, itt  
aoull ll ;, 1 1<1 ,· ,1 1 1�l11. nl .  T�c general llVU· 
:1 1,(t• aus ta i 1u!d is from two and 11 1,a l l  
1 1, t hrl'c lt.l11s. k tnl , giv�n icood prict.'S, 
1 1 1 1·t 1· i• II rd urn wo·,u, t he  h:t ving. 

� u izt.•, 11 l su , j�  •�l: l l•nsiYl•ly gruwu U nli 
1 1 1 ,,st turu1• rdnrn 11 1.Jout t l, ,, 5U busl1l' I  
mark  t o  th t• 11.er,· wl1id1 is  ,•.onsidercd 
qu i t e  a11t isfactor�· . There have ·been 
liil(ger �-iclds h er<· tlll� ther� , but tho 
,1 u,i l i t�· of the prod�1·L 1s eound and Lb 
v li•1'1 i u  kccpiul! \\ t i lt t h,· lu\11 ,ur. �•n r• 
; , ,  • 1 li 11 1I it  u l"' .l' ing prupu. i t i u 11 .  

CATTLE STATIONS. 
The 11 � 111t' uf A thnh,11 , 0 11,• of t he 

,•ar l illst i f  11 , ,1 t h e  cur l iest , iu lhi, di• 
l r id .. i; st i l l  ,·a rr i t•,I 011 w i t h  I li c  or ig· 
i 11 ;t l  hol 1i i 111t. )lh-� ata t i u 1 1 .  )I r. ,1 . T. 
.\ l ll \• l i tJ II is l l, c  prcseut " "' lll 'T, ,1 11,l l h t• 
st" t i u 11 � 1 •n•aJ, i t ,e \ f  _ u l't'T K_u :irc_11 o f  
".!:.\Utln n l• t't!:-C. (.,1' �plt• \uJ 1d gi-111.iug: c1\U l l 
l rY. O lh l'r \u 1·gc eta l ion, i 11 t lw a •I ·  
jui11 i 1 1g d i s t ri ,• t  aro  )Ja roclian 11 ncl tiig
o1,11 1 ga 11 .  Th esr [ \\·<• s tHtiouN a cljoi n one 
11 11ol h <'r, unil from t u ,• 1,,,11 11,_lur.v ol'  
)hruJ i u u  ucr<'ij• th�  •ta l 1ou u uJ 
t hrough G igoo111ga11 to i ts  l,oundar.1· r e · 
quil',•s ;1 ridt of J ;;  mile•. D1,vcdall.! 
i• ano tht• r  � l ;1 t iu 1 1  ,•.11rr,v11 1i: l:ngc herJ,; 

/l l ld tH.' (' l l } t_\' i u g  MH t!>:teush·e a�re�lte• . 
'1' 1 1 1 •  wa l (' l  ,uppl,Y of t h e thstrwL 1� 

gout!. t ' r,• •k� ut,c, u u 1I ,  a 11,I i 1  is  . 11 I 
;-,•n· i 11 t'n•(Juc 11 I  i 11 t e1•ya ls tha t 1 ·1111 11 1 1 1 g 
,rn tc r  is not. 1n·ailnhk Up ull t \ 1 ,, 
t ' ra h 1111n1 11 ta i 11s well� are plentiful 
a n •l t t1 1 , wat�r  pruhlf'rn 8t' l tl 1 ,111 rt>U (· h P� 
:,1 ,· u \ 1 1 d i 11 1eu� iun:-1. 

T l 1 <· l':l in fal l is  nut pu r l icuh, r l ,1· l a rgr. 
o ,· r i- :i fou r tr , ·n  �·r.:n period, frn111 l !l l H  
t , ,  1 0;�:1, t h p  11 ,·eni gl' w u :-t  :\S

_.
3:. i_ru>:hr�. 

Ln� r  \" f•11 r'� fi,:t 1 1 rP� W f l'P uol  M va1]nblr., 
hu1 ;, ; Fliq,!�l l'IH•,. N l t 1 1u t  four m i 1 rR frot11 
'.\l i \' ·i t J i ,, · h 1 , 1 1 1 1 • 11f t : r. \\". :4ia 11('r1 t h 1 · 
; ,,:,!_ i : 1• 1 :1 t i o 1 1  fo r 1 11 1• .vrin wa�  •Hi .4-4 
i 1wl11•s . .  .\ I  l h i s  p 1' 1 1pPrt �· i� Jt l l  n 1 1jt• , · I 
) 1•:,;� 1 1 1 1  l u  1 1 1 1 • 11 11 nf p rrpu d ng- for a 
rh ll 11!,! l 1 t .  A l a r�P 11 :iy !ith t• a l  \I � ,- t1\"t'I 
fHl t rrn!'- of h1t•t\ r l l t' hny n�:1 ,J�� I (; pl: l .\' 
i t ..:  p;nt 1'(11 nu ld  K i ,,:.! 1 > 1·nut,!. 1 1 1  ,qz:i i 11 
\ d i· . ,1p h i s  :,11· l1p t  r,'. I ' r ,  �al1f'r i,c ;.t 
1 · 1 1 1 1q,. 1 1 a t i ,·c ".vo1 1 1 1g� t rr _' '  in t h ,• t li� 
t r i . . t .  M 'l' \\' l' I I I  l�U t f 1 . l i 1 !i  pn•� . . nt l1 1 d d 
i l l " a l ""l l  , 1, ., t im�  nf tl,1P 1a 1 .  In  19 l;j  
1 1 /

"' 
lt•t'I t 1 1' , I n  I i i �  \Jj t a i s  l"U l1 U l r\' .  

H t· .,l i l t  1 ,l·u r� 1 1 1 11 o f  h·is �� 1 -
\ ln· .  d t' w;t"- �c,· en  aVl1u nt.Jt•tl i n  t h �
l t· I I  l l':.!, lu� iu:t a l,1.1u -4 l lu· l i l)� o f  Ii i �
t l l i J,d i h i1 �1·. t o1-d 1 h 1.1 u b,d1 l it• wa lk ,  w i l 1 1  
: ,  l imp ;1 1 10 h a s  tu 1·.u n i l• n ,I wi t h  puin 
a 11 1.I xu fl'l' 1 · i 11 �. h e  )1 u s  u1 �dc  guoU and 
t ,·p\t i e•  l ht· •pir it  of t he m•11 iJll t in! 
1;, 1 1d .  lh '""' great f � i l \ 1 i 11 t h ,· dis •  
\r id ;, 1 1 (1 despit e h i �  l 1 H 1 1t1 i ,·1q, h li! 
found 1 i11 1,• tu gh·e four .ve•rs of scr• 
,·i ,  e t 11 11, c Thun Shire, the loc a l  
H ll t l, o r i t .,· goYrrning tl1 e llfCH , O n  Sat 
nrduy " IJl'idi: • �i,u nnb 1it  .M unna CreL• k  
wa .  01w11 cd e n d  glveu h i! nnui e  iu re 
,.,,.,11 iliu 11 of hi6 .ervi ccs. H was B fi t •  
ti i:'g u ncl. graceful tribute to t ,is 1tu u l •  
bearted11e�g •. 

,Jdi"a is U1e rb.JUu,ac1 for·� o'f t he d ietric,l. 'l'hougb' 19133 �'4.ot 
'• J.,ii; ycn r  fur stock cxporl, 19Gl c11ttlo 
.a'ud  :�a:! pig wor ahipp t1  away. 'fha 
di�lrld lorrvrl fine cntt lc iod 'tbo 
prkt•� for t h �  ,• 1,11sig11111t'11 t s  1uld '!l'er� 
rt,l n t h·c l;v  i:uuu. 

VEGETABLE
. 

6i1JPPLlE8. 
.\ I  d ifl',·1 1• 1 1 1  p,• r iods ,· t,gc t ableM hav� 

1 1 0 :11I .- a ;(oml l,1· �ho wi11i: _iu t h e  pruff•, 
1 11·ri 1 ,· i 11d1•x  of I he u rta, 1,ut.. -� he  11� ·  
�urt ·figu res last year  showed a decided 
o lmu l', Ouly Hi� hags o.,f cabbages WllrtJ 
ra i 1 1 '(1 . 'rht• Mcu�ou wu not kind to 
t h is s(•diuu of tltc rura l a1:th•ity. 
1•�•" 11 l sv w, ·i: in ligh l 8U(J(1ly • •  >., muro 
�II 1 , :ii;� wcr \1 1·ut.'lcccl . B •11 11g1 on th 
,,tln•1 h anJ .  r� •d ·,uu 1 1  l,cll ·r, lhougl.o 
1 1 1 1 • .  ,,ut put ,·1 1 1 1  , t  u • r<li:n rtlcd ws aµ
J•r ,11,·h i 1 11,t th ,· 1 ' •:i k �h irm · 1 1 1  . 

,\ t 1 1 la l  of ,;;;o \Jag� went NWIIY, 
Tli11 u;:h u a t u ral ly vcg11ta l1h-s ur , ,  oul.v 
;i �•1 1a l l  si1kli 1 1c ,  th e pu�si·' , i l itics of ;1 
li i ;,l'gcr i,rudu,· ! ion when th� growth o! 
urh� 11 poptt la l 1 0 11 de1Ua11ds 1l cannot �ll 
fto q;u tten u nd the fact that aplend1d 
V •!gt.• t a hlc� lw vt• he(;'U gruwu and ex• 
1wrtcd ru ,·tht•r 1•11h� uc,cs the reputation 
ot I l1 1• ,1 uulity of the soil .  

Ont• tl 1 i 1 1g that imprOH ea the tr�\'• 
t' l l , • 1· al :\l iva is the ht t  lhu t the 
set t l er� 111 1 uol �it dvwn 11ud whi�llc 
1 ,, r  l h c wi nd. J f  II t h ing 11�cdH do.ing, 
a ,1 1 I  t h  ·.,· ·o n Jo i t , l huy uu Ho. Tue 
rum18 an• t h ,· higgc8l h au ,l i cup  lo  thu  
, l i�l ri  · t .  'J'hc farmerK u\),·iouslv <:JI.D•  
111,t t ,ui l,1 th •ic· roads n nd ru,; tho 
fa rms,  1,ut 1 h ey olu whut tlt c_v · u u. Out 
G l l'n  !,;,. h.., wu.1· wh  •n• l1u 1wnu t• lu nlu• 
1 ; .,,.� duster t h ,· l1 1 l ls id,•s t h ,, ruu3 � 
i 1 1 :i fr i i;lit ful coudil ion. Thu fur murJ 
\ 1 1,n• , ·ut H 11ol l1t•r t rnd, through th•! 
snub � ud 111.tdc a d,•,· iut iow to let 
tl1t•111 :,:et t h niu'jr'h . .  It was u n111,le ef· 
fur : ,  h u t  with .:, wet �•·" •t•u il c.ut up 
a nd Jiu :d l:· had  to , IJt' n l ,aud�ne1l .  

S:CLF,HELl'. 
(hau l >  1 , ,. tJ ,., 'l'ia ro ISl , i rt· (_',iuue i l

t u  fa 1 111.-1·� · 1 11 , l o  work v11 l b �  roa il 
1 1 :J \- , .  pr11v,·,l wi� 11 "X[lt"l 1 d i 1  u1·,0 ."i Oil" 
P\',1 11\p l•  "f 1 1, p  v 1,}t1P ;:iven i &  8f,� on 
tl>e" 'roau leading out to Shaplnuda, past 
flio Gleu l,cbo 1clwol up tb 1• ra ni;c. 
'Here 11 1ussh•f logs ha\' bccu fi t t ed i 1 1  
t u  hold the road on the  cl itr aide ttml 
cxtenaive work .haa been done. 'l'hc 
work carried out ca l led for hull l:t u· 
1,ur and intelligeue� 11.nd tl, .- Cu ru, cr, 
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carried out a aplcudid jv'� fur u cu, I. 
Qf £!!0. Au  "xvcrt i 11 road work c� 
.tin1ated that  to put  onl' loi; i 11 1,Jut,u 
• would t:Vlll a. "livn " � nd there a ro
many uf the•� Joi;• :t)JU rt fr(1111 t.11 r 
other work. A di• l ricl " h i,h  lluo 111t•11 
l i ke tbut-•111c11 who wi l l  110 1 gh·,· i 1 1  
uud ticc to thi, ,,.o,ur'orl. .,f tbc ,· i t ics· 

. w111t proijper. 
, };very district so1ucwhcrc iu i ts  hi� ·  
tory hus se1m mud, 111 iuing ttdh· i ly . 
The .llunuu Creek a rt ',as �cen 110 
elicepti1,11, At l''o,u• t Vttl c 1r nd ll uu 

, u i uij (.;re •k t h ere ha 1.Jccu u l i t l l  · i;ulJ 
WOii aud the didl riul ha� \,cell i,ru�· 
1iet:ted ever �inc • thi:  days uf ii ◄, i r th .  
l n  th is arc&, a lsu, ,ual has bcc11 d ie ·  
covered. A ■eam wu� u 11,01:cre.J uut 
�•  fro111 �l u111111 'r•c ·k  i w  t l, ,· 1:c11crul 
� ctiou <,( l·'l� i,:�h,u ·• ,\ 1 1  u ld L hucr 

, 11�1�tl .\lurt i n  La w u11, tliJ SUlllc work 
· un it and u ijh i 1iwcul wus �a rl  •tl l;y
bullock waggun to GuuJiuh .  'fl.o • ,·c,n • 
lure, however, Jid not prove a •llec cs, 
a.uJ was quickly 11b11nd1,11cd. 

SOME PIONEERS. 
Awuug Lhc pjuuccr• Lwu fl•a 1 .,Jd 

timers alil l  lin 1rnJ cu rry Lhd1· ycu 1 •  
lighlly. 'J'L •y arc � r. W .  t.c�,·h aud 
.\J r .  llcury l:\uu�I . .l:loll ,  i:•·cy l,cu n.J , 
they can loll t a l co u.( i ucroJll, lc b11 1·tl · 
dllijl whcu u1cu li vutl ,·cry f t  uga l ly t.,y 
l llll copious awcul u l' I licfr 1,. uw-wb,·u 
Lhu ou ly ct.111fort wa�  a :sla b hut  .rntl 
thu u111lyiug hop · 1hal  lbuy wvuld ai,u 
I, •llcr li UJcs. 'l'h •y 1 ,ul l, h u \'C uuuu •v. 

'fbe 1.11ul h 1tu goue. ' l'bc prcseui ia 
well. .Sul, what of tb.ti fut ure I -rl1 cr� 
�hould be llttle f11ar of tuttt. The l.toat 
uf hippy, •urigbt -eycd, sLurdy chi lureu 
� • •u ML the picul · lallt a l urday wb•: 1 •  
l::i:iue.r ·� br idge wuo vj1c11utl g ives 1111 

as�uriaec thttl t h e work wi l l  be cat · 
ricd ou and further �u ·ccs• auwu tile 
�11dc11voars uf ·al l whu haH Jou� thei r 
IJil h• mak� thl' .\liva auJ .\lunna ,Jis 
•.rid� a fc1· 1 l. l c ,  1•ro�t,t• rou� : and,, \'d. n•rc 
uu1·� uuly t it �  wi ltl ·mc�s rei gned, 

Atherton 's swamp near Munno. 1924 
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25 YEARS - 1986-2011
THE CENTENARY CELEBRATION -12 OCTOBER 1986 

Planning for the celebration commenced in September 1985 at a public meeting held in the Miva QCWA Rooms. 

The event was held on the eastern side of the bridge on railway land where the gatekeeper's house used to be with more displays in the 
paddock across the road and on both levels of the river bank. There were numerous stalls and exhibits including Maryborough Vintage 
Stationary Engine Club, vintage cars, Queensland Rail, and memorabilia from local private collections. 

A big drawcard of the day was the railmotor provided by Queensland Rall which departed Gympie for Miva at Barn and returned from 
Miva at 2.50pm. The fare for passengers was $4 adults and $2 primary school children. While at Dickabram the rail motor was kept busy 
all day taking people, 700 in total, for short trips up to Sexton and back and out to Theebine and back. The railmotor was run by local men 
who were railway employees. 

The day started with a cross-country race and novelty events such as nail driving and broom throwing. The official part commenced 
with a cavalcade across the bridge led by the Gympie and District Caledonian Pipe Band and comprised vintage railway pumpers, 
vintage cars and motorbikes and horse drawn vehicles. Following this, the cairn in the new council park was unveiled by Councillor Brian 
Dale the then Chairman of Tiaro Shire Council. Canoe and raft races, horse drawn ploughing demonstrations and tug-a-war 
competitions kept everyone entertained in the afternoon. Newspaper reports estimated 1500 people attended the celebration. 

DICKABRAM BRIDGE CENTENARY 

SUNDAY 12TH OCTOBER 
,.oo •••· A.EA IWKET - CharOf .. , Slall 15.00 

,.oo •.•. 11'.M:LTY EYCNTS - lfOM Tl'lnJlflt'IV, Nall Drl\l'[nQ. ecc. 

10.111 , .•• CIOSS COONT!Y IA(( - 11a1, l Fmal• In all s«tlons 

PI IIWY som. • --'JNIOII - CffN - LOCAi. - 'll'TU.111 

•1Nr,u1 P!IZE 11'.lNEV - 1500 

Nollltnations acceo1ta before or on tnt dar • 

PrlMry Scl'IOOI ,rte, 

CAVALCADE WITH BAND 
CAIIOE IAUS - "'"'""" PrlZ• llonov 1200 

PLOOGHIIIG DCI\ONST!ATIOH 

2.00 o.a. IAFT IA(( - PIIZE ..:)H(Y 150 lloolna!lons on the llay 

2.-5 •••. TUG • A • WAIi - Pill[ IOOH(Y 150 """'"""°"' on the 11.lv 

CO,\\E IH�ESSElt I� l'El�IOlt CUSTH,\\E 
JEST DIESSU LAD'f 11SICDffl orcttrl BEST DA(SSE.D MN 125 lomn ._,., 

If.ST DIE55ED Gill 115 IEST 111[55[D IOY 115 

VINTAU: CA.IS AlllllU IIICIIJll(RV sco.rrs 

IQI( DRAWi! 'll'HICLES MISTIIIICAI. DISl'UY 

"3011 CUTTING OlsPl.AY UHTt & .J..100 JIAILW.O' 

WILL -UJM; •IVA "'6212 
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DICKARRAM CF.NTF.NARY 

SPF.CIAL RAIL MO'l'OR 

Departs GYMPIF. Railway Station 
8 a.m. Sunday 12th October 1986. 

RF.'rURN JOURNBY 
Departs DICKABRAM 

2.50p.m. Sunday 12th October 1 86 •. --

S4 Adults/High School Children 
$2 Primary School Children 

Vintage cars prepare for cavalcade across the bridge 

The Centenary Celebration Queensland Railways 
Digest Vol 3 No 11 December 1986 







DICKABRAM PARK 
When the Tiaro Shire Council considered establishing a 

park near the bridge early in 1986 they initially looked at the 
vacant railway land on the eastern side of the bridge where 
the gatehouse once stood, but felt this was unsuitable. 

Council then contacted the property owners on the western 
side, requesting their views on the possible acquisition of part 
of their land close to the bridge. The establishment of the park 
was part of council's application for bicentennial grants. The 
land owners stipulated that council meet all survey and legal 
costs and fencing. They offered to donate the land with the 
proviso that council erect a cairn with the names of the 
district's pioneers inscribed on it. Final surveys revealed it 
was in fact crown land. 

The stone cairn with three engraved plaques was erected at 
the park in time for the centenary celebration day on 12 
October and was duly unveiled by the then Tiaro Shire 
Chairman CrBrian Dale. 

The park on Centenary Day prior to unveiling of cairn 

Trees were planted and nurtured by local residents with 
council later installing picnic tables, barbeque and a toilet 
block. 

Council amalgamation in 2008 meant the park came under 
the jurisdiction of the Gympie Regional Council and continues 
to be well maintained. 

In 2010 Gympie Regional Council installed the Interpretive 
Signs describing the construction of the bridge together with 
major flood information, a brief local history and descriptions 
of some of the flora and fauna. The signs were officially 
unveiled on 4 June 2010 by past local resident Colin Nahrung, 
Gympie Regional Councillors Rae Gate and Donna Nielson 
and Mr Chris Cummings representing Minister Swarten, the 
Minister for Public Works. It was at this gathering that 
discussions began about the possibility of a 125th 
celebration. 

The park continues to be a very popular spot for campers 
and day trippers and it is not unusual to see four or five vans or 
motorhomes enjoying the tranquil surrounds. 

Unveiling Interpretive Signs - from left Colin Nahrung, 
Cr Donna Neilson, Cr Rae Gate and Mr Chris Cummings 
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FLORA AND FAUNA 
The vegetation on the banks of the Mary River provides 

protection, food and nesting places for many birds, insects, 
mammals, amphibians and reptiles. Once, the Mary River 
was known for its red cedar, kauri and hoop pine and other 
scrub species. Today, only small remnants of scrub are 
scattered along its banks. In spring and summer, splashes of 
red bottlebrush flowers (Mela/euca viminalis) or the smaller 
white bottlebrush flowers (Me/aleuca linariifolia) can be seen 
along the water's edge. The river she-oak (Casuarina 
cunninghamiana) has separate male and female trees. 
Another tree commonly occurring is the weeping lillipilli 
(Waterhousea f/oribunda) with its drooping branches of dark 
green leaves. A mixture of native and exotic grasses assists in 
stabilising the river bank and providing food for the seed 
eaters. 

With so many of Australia's mammal species being 
nocturnal, we are generally not aware of their presence - for 
example the gliders, possums, rufous bettongs, dunnarts and 
bandicoots to name a few. 

On the river bank you may catch glimpses of the Forest 
Kingfisher and Azure Kingfisher with its royal blue wings, the 
Rainbow Bee-eater, the Red-backed Fairy Wren (male) and 
the pale brown members of his family group or the chattering 
Grey Fantail whose arrival heralds the onset of autumn. 

Occasionally all curled up on the outer branches of a 
weeping lillipilli is a carpet python sunning itself. Usually the 
arrival of people at the river bank is announced by the Eastern 
Water Dragon dropping from some height creating a loud 
splash whereas the migratory Channel-billed Cuckoo 
announces the arrival of summer with its harsh, unmusical ark. 
The water rat with its white tipped tail is not often seen but its 
feeding 'tables' of scattered, broken mussel shells are easily 
noticed. On the water look for the Black Swans, Australian 
Wood Ducks, Little Pied Cormorants or Darters diving for a 
meal. Below the water the Platypus, many species of fish and 
six species of freshwater turtles can be found. Some fish 
species such as the sea mullet live in freshwater but must 
return to the sea to spawn. Once frequently seen in most 
Queensland coastal rivers, it can now only be found in a few 
rivers including the Mary due to the damming of many 
waterways. 

As a result of human impacts, the survival of three unique 
aquatic creatures of the Mary River is threatened, the Mary 
River Cod, the Mary ,,. ,, 
River Turtle and the 
Queensland Lungfish 
often locally known as 
C e r a t o d u s .  T h e  
natural distribution of 
the cod and turtle is ----c,.,._,--

restricted to the Mary, 
whereas the lungfish 
also belongs to the 
B u r n e t t  R i v e r. 
Decades ago these 
species were plentiful. 
Farmers and fishermen Mary Riuer Turtle 

tell stories of catching cod weighing up to 23kg. One metre 
lungfish are not uncommon in the Mary River. Adult male 
Mary River Turtles can be found up to 42cm across with tails 
as thick as a man's wrist. It is amazing that a creature of that 
size could go undetected to science until 1994 when it was 
scientifically classified. The holotype (the individual used to 
describe the species) was collected from the Miva reach of the 
river and is in the collection of the Queensland Museum. 

Despite the destruction of so much habitat by the human 
species, we are indeed fortunate that many Australian flora 
and fauna species are so resilient and survive to share the 
environment with humankind. - Info provided by Marilyn Connell 



Mary River Turtle hatch ling - photo Marilyn Connell 

l 920's photo of Alex Nahrung holding a Mary River Cod 

A bird's eye view 

Flood waters enter the park in 1999 
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BUSINESS ENTERPRISES AND 

ORGANISATIONS 

MIVA BRANCH OF THE QCWA 
In 1986 the branch had a membership of 14 financial and 

three associate members with an average meeting 
attendance of seven. Some stumps were replaced and a 
septic system and water tank were installed. The rooms were 
used by organisations for meetings, by pottery groups, for 
parties and as a polling booth at election time. 

The branch celebrated its 60th Anniversary in 1988 with a 
garden party and in 1993 Hilda Nahrung's 63 years of 
membership was acknowledged. 

Sunday afternoon card games commenced in 1989 and 
attended mostly by Senior citizens, are still enjoyed today. 

Fl!md raising included cent auctions, a Melbourne Cup 
Lunch each year and occasional catering for sales and 
functions in the area. A request to cater once a month for the 
Western Performance Days at Gunalda Sports Grounds was 
accepted in 1997. This along with regular raffles slightly 
improved their financial situation though membership had 
declined somewhat. 

As the majority of members lived in the Gunalda area in 
1999, the branch investigated the possibility of moving there. 
They envisaged a name change to Gunalda and District if 
suitable land could be allocated to them. 

A public meeting held on Sunday 13 February 2000 voted 
against this planned relocation. 

This rekindled interest and 11 new members signed up at 
the April 2000 meeting, with membership swelling to 21 by 
October 2000 and 27 by mid 2001. 

Applications for funding grants for repairs and maintenance 
were successfully submitted to the Gambling Community 
Benefit Fund, Volunteer Small Equipment Grants and Gympie 
Regional Council Grants - totalling in excess of $50,000 from 
2000 to 2011. A Donor Board was erected to acknowledge all 
sources of financial assistance including those who 
contributed to the Public Restoration Fund established in April 
2001. 

1.nereased revenue raising efforts including catering in
conjunction with other branches, catering for weddings, 
parties, wakes and clearing sales, cent auctions and raffles 
boosted the funds available for the restoration work. 

Cabarets held at the Theebine Hall with the International 
Country of Study as a theme included, France 2003, Scotland 
2004, Australia 2005 and Fiji 2006. As well as being 
financially successful, they were highly entertaining, 
particularly the Miva Can Can 'girls' who were afterwards in 
demand to perform at a number of functions. 

Another ongoing income earner is the IGA Community 
Chest set up in July 2003 with the first payment received in 
July 2004. 

By 2004 the branch was in a sound financial position and 
able to make donations to other organisations and needy 
causes. The Biggest Morning Tea begun in 2001 to raise 
money for cancer gets bigger each year. 

The renovation work commenced in 2001 with re-stumping, 
window repairs and a new ramp entry. The roof was renewed 
and the building painted. 

The major part of the restoration took place in the latter half of 
2004 and early 2005. The interior walls were removed, a 
wheelchair access toilet installed upstairs, kitchen 
remodelled and timber floors Estapoled. With the work 
completed the interior was painted and new blinds, furniture 
and equipment were purchased. An official opening day was 
held in April 2005 to mark the completion of the renovations. 
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To protect the windows and ramp, an awning was erected and 
that part of the exterior repainted early in 2011. The building is 
a credit to the hard work of the members and their efforts in 
successfully applying for grant funding. 

Currently the hall is used for yoga classes, card afternoons 
and various meetings. Dorene McGrath, whose membership 
spans 52 years, is the longest serving current member having 
held positions of president, vice president and secretary 
several times over the period and international officer for one 
year. 

The present CWA Hall as it looked in the early 1950s 

The CWA Hall in 2011 

ANZAC DAY 
The Anzac Day Service continues to be a major event in the 

Miva QCWA calendar each year. This year's service was the 
78th held in the hall with in excess of one hundred people in 
attendance. The six trees planted in April 1954 in memory of 
local servicemen who did not return still stand in the grounds. 

1996 was the first year Alan Prestwood a then resident of 
Glen Echo was invited to be bugler at the Anzac Service and 
though he no longer lives in the area he still returns each year 
to play the bugle. 

Over the years since 2003, Mr Ernie Blackwell, a returned 
serviceman has donated a number of handcrafted timber 
plaques, clocks and a platter. These items are displayed 
around the walls of the hall. In particular in 2004 he 
handcrafted an additional Honour Board to include 
servicemen and women whose names are recorded on the 
Theebine Memorial Hall Honour Board. 

... . ,,_ 

...,_ .. _...,_ 

..... . , 

Honour rolls with 
additional names 









ANNUAL 

MONSTER SPORTS 
TO BE H'ELD AT 

MUNNA CREEK, Saturday, JUNE· 24, '44 
IN AID OF "PRISONER OF WAR" FUNDS 

All C:Otll.1,>(':l!llllt rnmt1(!(,e R-(1befr uwn l!'-J/ 
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ADMISSION TO GROUNDS-1/ 

LUNCHE:ON PROYIDEO : AOU!. -r, 1/5: $(:HOOL C�LDREh 1: 

OWING TO SHORTAGE OF CUPS, EVERYONE IS ASKED 

TO BRING THEIR OWN 
&orT 0f!JNK, J..OLLV AND ice CFttAM &TALL ON GROUND 

GRAND BALL AT NIGHT 
TICKE.TS: AD!JL H 2/ 

Cl 7 308 crosses the Dickabram Bridge 
in 1968 with a goods train. Eric Marggraf 
was a well travelled documenter of the 
ending of the steam era of the Queensland 
Railways, in the 1960s. His VW Beetle, 
which travelled large parts of Queensland 
in pursuit of steam trains, shares centre 
stage on the bridge. 
Image: Queensland Rail Historical 
Collection/Eric Marggraf Collection 
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Opening of Reibel's Bridge at Scotchy Pocket 18 October 1941. 
Bridge no longer in existence. 

Construction in 1936 of the 
present bridge at Miva Crossing, 
Munna Creek - bridge built at this 
site in 1877 washed away in 1880, 
bridge built in 1881 washed away 
in October 1882. 
















