DICKABRAM BRIDGE
CENTENARY
1886 — 1986

moy f | " f P
}sﬁ\ A.vmm\fmmm

A brief historv of the district




FJ‘ Miva Bridge @;aﬂff-

Miva Crossing

)

Miva Cemetery

Mary River

“Mount Joy” Farm

Binbirrim Sugar Mill

“Mount Pleasant” Farm

=2

Dickabram Siding

Dickabram Gatehouse

Miva Railway Station

Dickabram Cemetery (first burial 1898)
Miva Rifle Range

Fairlie’s Sawmill

Butcher Shop

Miva Q.C.W.A. Room

Two Unmarked Graves

Miva State School

Miva’s First Tennis Court

Four Fig Trees

Site of First Gootchie Prov. School
Site of Second Gootchie Prov. School
Rodeo Yards

Miva Tennis Courts

Miva Cricket Pitch

OUOZZIrRE—"TIOMMOO®»>

Johnston’s Crossing

Slaty Creek
School Reserve

( Sawmill Bridge
Wood’s Crossing

Slaty Creek

DICKABRAM
BRIDGE




DICKABRAM BRIDGE

CENTENARY

-

 AVCAVCAVAVAUVACAVAVAVAVACAVASAA A A B VAFEVAVAVACAVACATAY

F]

3

[

INTRODUCTION

In preparing the information for this publication, which
incidentally started out as a leaflet, we have found it very
difficult to be selective with the mountain of material gathered.

We are especially grateful to Mr. Lambert Krafft for allowing
us to have copies of his family’s newscutting collection, and to
Mrs. Carlson for allowing us to do as we wished with her book
‘A Century of Settlement’. Also our thanks must go to all the
local family members who still reside in the area, and to those
who have moved further afield, who have assisted in any way.

Australia Post has been extremely helpful with information
re the Post Office and®ur thanks go to Shirley Kingston, their
Historical Officer. The Bureau of Meteorology has also been
most co-operatwe.

Every endeavour has been made to reproduce material as
accurately as possible and we trust you will forgive any errors
or omissions which may have occurred.

We hope this small sample of the information will awaken
memories of bygone days, and gi¥2 to younger readers an
insight into the past. J

Jennifer Lipsett-Nahrung and Kathy Dakin
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MIVA CROSSING

Before going into the details of the construction of the
Dickabram Bridge, it is worthwhile looking at the Miva
Crossing, and the bridges, which were built and washed away
nearby. It must be remembered that Miva Township had been
surveyed in the area which is now referred to as Munna Creek.
This roadway was considered the main highway between the
South Burnett and Maryborough.

Plans were drawn up for the first bridge to be constructed,
with tenders being called in June 1877 for the supply of timber
and ironwork. It was described as a low level bridge 210 feet
long with 18 feet roadway between the curbs, consisting of six
bays, three trusses of driven piles, and three framed and
strutted even with the surface of the bank, and lined with
cement concrete. This latter was to project upon the rock,
which had been found at a depth of seven feet. The decking was
to be about eight feet above the average water level.

Its official opening was celebrated at Braid’s Hotel on 30th
October, 1878, and attended by residents of the Upper Mary,
who gave great credit to Messrs. Wood Bros. the contractors,
and Mr Bragg the District Inspector, for the solid construction
of the bridge.

By the 19th February 1880, following three days of heavy
rain, news filtered through to Maryborough that the bridge had
washed away. These early reports were discounted as being
wild stories, until confirmation was received on 21st Feburary.
The destruction of the bridge was caused by an accumulation
of pine logs under and against it, lifting the structure clean out
of its position.

The bulk of the bridge became jammed in a narrow neck of
the river a few hundred yards below its original site, and when
the river level had dropped by October that year, it was
suggested that a great deal of it could be retrieved and used in
the construction of a new bridge. Some folk suggested a stone
weir or causeway would be a better prospect.

Maryborough Chronicle - 13th November, 1880.

Mr E.B. Barns, of this town, and Mr J. Henderson, of
Tantitha, narrowly escaped death by drowning on Tuesday
last, while attempting to cross the Mary River at Miva, the spot
where a bridge was swept away. These gentlemen were on
their way to Barambah Station and were being driven in a
buggy by Orrell, who is known as a careful driver. Previous to
arriving at the crossing place, they had been warned not to
attempt to ford the stream, as a strong current was running.
On arrival, however, it did not appear quite so formidable, and
Orrell at once put the horses to it. Before proceeding far the
horses were carried off their legs, and swept down the river,
and the occupants of the vehicle precipitated into the water.
With great difficulty they reached the bank, Orrell especially
being very much exhausted. Mr Barns, who is a powerful
swimmer, rendered valuable assistance in rescuing Mr
Henderson from a watery grave.

A second bridge was completed by mid 1881, however the
Works Department in this instance opted for a less expensive
structure. No provision was made to prevent horses, drays, or
anything else slipping or falling off the bridge into the rushing
stream below. .

Maryborough Chronicle - 2nd June, 1881.

A handrail, at the least, would probably be the means of
preventing some serious accident to man or beast some time
or another, and surely would not cost much. It appears to be
almost criminal negligence on the part of the authorities to
allow a bridge to be erected over the Mary River, which is
intended for the public benefit, and vet to cross which at
certain times would be a matter attended with great risk to
man or beast. A dark, rainy night; the smooth planks all
slippery; a fresh in the river roaring and whirling by over the
rocks below; and not even a rail to mark the edges of the
bridge, and warn the unconscious wayfarer of his proximity to
danger.

A sad accident happened at the bridge on the 14th ult. An
old man, aged 63, named Henry Ash, who was employed as
blacksmith to the bridge gang was returning from his work to
his camp across the bridge along some staging which was
erected in connection with the bridge, when he slipped, and fell
a distance of some eight feet on to the rocks below. Death was
instantaneous. A magisterial inquiry, held upon the following
day, resulted in a verdict of accidental death.

Marvborough Chronicle - 6th July, 1882.

On Monday last a shark measuring 6 feet in length and 27
inches round the jaws, was found stranded on the rocks at
Miva Bridge, on the Mary River near Gootchie. How this
marine monster found his way so far from his natural and briny
element, 60 miles or so above tidal water, is a mystery, but
there is no doubt he must have accomplished the journey up
the river at least two years ago, when the falls which aboundin
the river between Yengarie and Gootchie were covered with
sufficient water to allow him a fair swim across. This theory is
borne out by the rumours which from time to time agitated the
dwellers on the banks of the Upper Mary, that a large shark
inhabited the deep water above Tiaro.

The second bridge met a similar fate to the first one. In
October 1882, the force of water and driftwood against it, lifted
the structure and canted it over onits side. The water then rose
higher and the bridge was swept away.

This letter to the Editor of the Maryborough Chronicle
shows the importance of this crossing to the landholders of the
Upper Mary.

Maryborough Chronicle - 28th October, 1882.
The Miva Bridge (To the Editor of the Chronicle)

Sir, - In the interest of a large number of your subscribers
residing this side of Miva, would you kindly use your usual
influence in the proper quarter in hopes the Government will
be induced to cause the re-construction of the late bridge, the
most of which has been washed away owing to the large
number of logs that accumulated about it, brought down by
the recent fresh. As matters stand at present all the settlers
from Miva to here are isolated, and how they are to get their
produce down and their supplies back from Maryborough,
their natural port, is a very grave question; indeed even traffic
for vehicles when the river is fordable will be impossible, owing
to the abrupt state of the approaches. Therefore it behouves all
the settlers in the Burnett, Wide Bay, and even the business
people of Maryborough (especiaily so as to prevent the traffic
from either going to Noosa or Gympie) to press on their
members while the House is in session to urge upon the
Government the necessity of re-construction, otherwise I fear
that between two stools we will fall to the ground, as the
Government may try and shirk the responsibility on the plea of
handing it over to the Tiaro Divisional Board, while the latter
no matter how willing they may be to afford relief, have not the
means. The handing over of expensive works, erected on bad
principles, to alocal body is scarcely fair. Had the bridge been
erected either above high water mark or on the low level
system, instead of the medium course, the country would have
saved a third expenditure. Should the latter principle be
adopted in the re-construction this time which would be by far
the cheaper and answer the same purpose, the establishing of
a toll-keeper with proper appliances to remove accumulated
debris &c., in time of flood, and by charging reasonable fees
the proceeds of which would no doubt pay working expenses
and interest on the money spent, and especially that there is a
reserve of over 2000 acres at the crossing, the use of which to
the toli-keeper would be a consideration against salary.

M. Tansey.
Lower Burnett, Oct. 16, 1882.
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By December when the water had subsided to the normal
level, it became evident that the piles had only been sunk two or
three feet into the river bed and were not secured with
concrete. A small portion of the structure remained attached to
the west bank, but the rest had been washed away.

Maryborough Chronicle, 13th December, 1882.

Mr W. Baynes, member for the Burnett, made a well-timed
effort to get the bridge again re-built for the convenience of that
large section of his constituents who use the Miva road as their
highway to port, but was not successful. There is no doubt that
the present ford which was to be used in lieu of the bridge is
dangerous and not always practicable. After a little rain the
crossing is not fordable. A bridge for ordinary traffic is
absolutely necessary, and unless the Government adopt the
best course now open to them and make the projected railway
bridge auailable for vehicular traffic, some steps will have to be

taken shortly to supply the place of the destroyed Miva bridge.

Miva Crossing Bridge

At this stage it was thought that the Kilkivan Branch Railway
Line would leave the Main Line at Gootchie.

Maryborough Chronicle - 13th March, 1885.

Our attention has been called by a frequent traveller in that
district to the way in which the crossing or ford over the Mary
River at Miva has been constructed by the Tiaro Divisional
Board, it being of such a nature as to be positively dangerous

for traffic in rainy weather. The stream rushes over the centre
of the structure with such force that horses cannot get across
in even three feet of water, and its rapidity is due to the fact
that the water just before reaching the crossing has to pass
through a narrow gorge which concentrates its force. Three
persons quite recently had their horses washed from under
them, and all who use this road are of opinion that the old
natural crossing, running alongside the present ford, was a
great deal better and safer for traffic, but it cannot be used now
as the causeway acts as a dam, and throws the water back
over it to a depth of five feet. The Tiaro Board should certainly
give their attention to the matter or a serious accident will
happen sooner or later. It is evident that sufficient forethought
and caution, has not been exercised by those under whose
direction a dam has erected across a dangerous stream
instead of a bridge.

Fifty years passed before another bridge was constructed.

Blazing Track From Miva to Maryborough -
Newscutting
Mr J.H. Atherton, Miva Station writes:-

I desire to reply to the letter from Mr George McLachlan
senior Biggenden, in the Maryborough “Chronicle”, on
Tuesday March 22, 1938, whereby he states that he cleared
the track and took the first load of provisions and grog to
Kilkivan in 1869. I consider Mr McLachlan was rather late on
the job, as my father, the late J. T. Atherton, bought a block of
country from Messrs. Anderson, Leslie and Mant, owners of
Gigoomgan, in 1861, which he named Miva Station.

One of my father’s earliest works was the clearing of the
track between Miva Station and Gootchie, also making a
crossing in the Mary River, which was the first stage of the
journey to Maryborough, to which centre my father had to
make periodical journeys by bullock dray to obtain rations and
other necessary supplies. Before the present concrete
causeway was constructed, two wooden bridges had been
built and both were washed away; then a wooden causeway
was built across the river, then later the present concrete one.
Mr Wm. Gesch, of Miva, and his brother, the late Mr August
Gesch, crossed the second bridge with two horse teams
loaded with wool from Boonara Station, which is near
Goomeri, en route to Maryborough, the day before the bridge
was washed away.

Jack Atherton crossing the Mary River - 1919
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MIVA BRIDGE OPENED

26. 3.1938

IMPORTANT LINK ESTABLISHED

IE bridge over the Mary River at Miva Crossing,

which has been the subject of agitation by public
bodies and councils for a number of years, was offcially
opened by the Commissioner for Main Roads (Mr. J. R.
Kemp) on Saturday. The bridge will constitute an impo:-
tant link in communication between the South Burnelt
and other districts. including Gympie. There was a large
attendance of district residents and representatives of

public institutions.

Good arrangements had been made
by a committee headed by Mr. J.
Blackwell as president and Mr. H,
Hooke as secretary. They had the as-
sistance of a capable body of ladies,
w' Mrs. Hoolke as convener.

x1€ new bridge has a total length
of 301 feet, consisting of two spans
each 60 feet, one central span of 70
feet, and two other spans. 25 and 25
feet, the piers of one being in tim-
ber, and those of the others in rei.-
fcrced concrete. The foundations are
Jald down 40 feet below the river bed.
On the western side, the apy ~ach.
which has been excavated from ]
slde of a steep spur, has been con-
creted for a distance of 825 feet,
whilst ih> eastern wpproach has bheen
bLeen daalt with similarly, but not lor
1al?y great distance, as it is down a

1. .

The Chairman of the Tiaro Shire
Council (Cr. W. G. Curramt) express-
ed pleasure at the: presence of Mr.
Kemp, who had done practically all
he could for the Shire and was de-
serving of the highest praise. Mr.
Kemp had promised to do more for
them and this was good news. When
Mr. Kemp made a promise. he always
kept it.

HELPING LAND SETTLEMENT,

Mr. Kemp said that the large at-
tendance indicated that the bridge
was of great importance. Works un-
der the provision of the Main Roads
Act were planned chiefly’ to help land
settlement and those on the land,
and to establish inter-connection he-
tween imporlant centres. He thought
thut this bridge would carry out all of
thase functinns.

—_—

LINK WITH WESTERN DOWNS

Mr. Kemp said thal so far as the
Mive Bridge was concerned, it had
becn agitated for over a long period.
It formed a direct link with the
South Burnett and ajso an indirect
link with the Central Burnett. 1t also
gave a link right through to Chin-
chilla, on the Western Downs, and the
road took an almost straight line he-
tween the North Coast railway and
Chinchilla, It was not long since they
had started to build that link. Be-

fore the work was commenced the
people of that district and the west-
ern Downs were as toreign to each
other as those in China and .Japan.
Now that they had the inter-connec-
tiag and were able to mingle togeth-
er, it would make a wondertul it-
ference, This road also provided a
link with Dalby, Goondiwindi, Surat.

St. (leorge, Thargomindah and Cun-:

namulla. In addition, there was the

connection  between Nanango with

Toowoomba. He had had no hesita-

tion at all in recommending this im-

nortant structure as portion of a
ate highway.

Thls particular road also illustrat-
ed the general policy of trying to
avold duplicatlon of transport roads.
In the first place, it was taken
through the back country which gave
them the shortest possible route. A
gnod part of the Maryborough-Gym-
ple-toad had been used and at the
other end it would link up with a
J0ad already under construction.

WOULD DEFY FLOODS.

Mr. Kemp said that Miva Crossing
had for long been looked wupon as
the hlot on that particular road as
on some occasions it had been block-
¢d Tor nine months in one year, Wlien
it wap decided to erect the bridge,
Drnvlnlpn had keen made for its use
for the whole of the year, and It wus
ontimated that It would not he un-
der water for more than two thitys @
yenr. He was given to understand
from the commission's records hiab
tho 1833 flood was 50 feet higher than

‘e proacnt structure, but it was real-
_-cil that a high level bridge to cope
With such a rise in the river would
have been very expensive and unwar-
rainted. The decking was 40  leet
ubove the wormal level of the stream
Tho belght of the 1931 floorl was
four teet over the level of the tleck-
lxl'm and that of the 1937 flood, }9/fect.
h:‘: tridse. which was 301 feet long.
Cona elTu carried down to the rock
The :e t:na for a distance of 40 (et
Drovhlen T span 70 feet wile would
The g ?h midimum ot obstruction.
Kept “o&n l°t the girders had bheen
of mode 0 & minimum by the usge
forced ;“ methods, guch as @ reins
tlon '“‘;ﬂﬂete decking in combina-
to sy 1} stteel girders. He was proud

W 8t his own officers hau bheen
v . 8880Clated with that bmpor-
ering development,

Mr. Kemp sald he understood- that-
this was the third bridge erected on
this site, and there were no fears
that it would be washed away. It
would take something in the nature
of an carthquake to shift it, hecause
each pier was designed to stand a
push of 90 tons applied ac deck level.
They fell eertain that that push was
well beyond the limit of anything that
might happen,

STOOD HEAVY TRST.

The Dbridge  aned  approaches  had
heen bhuill in assocfation with the
Tiaro Shire Council, which had al-
ways associated itsell  very closely
with main road work, and with wkich
body he bad always been :hie to
work with the greatest harmony. The
first part of the sub-structure  had
heen carried out by day labour un-
der the supervision of Mr. Reinhold.
It was then decided. owing 1o sea-
sonal difficulties, to suspend the work
for a time. To place the steel and
concrete decking in position it was
decided. in  concurrence with the
Shire Council and Mr. Reinhold, that
the cominission should supervise that
part of the work. He thanked those
responsible for the manner in which
the work had been carried out. The
bridge had bheen tested with a ten-
ton roller, and there had been a de-
flection of only one-eighth of an inch
under that load.

In conclusion, Mr. Kemp said that
before the site was chosen an investi-
gation had heen made of quite a num-
ber of position, including Dickabram,
and the present site hard been chosen
because it provided: the shortest
ronte. It was the original route in
the early days. and it had been ile-
cilled 1o call it the Miva Bridue.

Mrs, Kunst, senr., one of the old-
est resirdlents of the district, then
untied a ribbon which had heen
stretched across the structure. and
the bridge was declared open amidst
cheers.

Responding, Mr. Kemp mentioned
that the bridge had cost £9645 and
the approaches something under
£3000.

During the Jday a refreshment stall
cotdueted by the Miva branch of the
C.W.A. was well patronised.

MUNNA MEMS.

A sooial in aid of the Patriotio Funde was
beld in the Adventure Hall last Baturday week.
The wealher was nice ana flne and a fair
orowd rolled up and everyome erjoyed them-
selves. ¢ Moke Poke *' stil! looking through
the window noticed

J. aod M. looking lonely ; the girls not
biting lads.

B. dapcing abcut sbout like aoaton hot
bricks,

Alice and Julius enjoyed the randwiches in
the corner,

Eddie good wiih the Dehorah iars,

Jack says be knows who eoribe ie; guess
agnio, 1ad,

Bapanas and custard good 83 7d. dezen.

Head bareling with knowledgs, eb Wal ?

Don't give the pin oushion nway, Alick,
you migh? want i) soma day.

Mertin jumped oul of his collar with tright
in tha firet dance wheo be policed Pas al the
door.

Ellen eays P.3. will make a rood donoer.
Jim knooking 'hie head on the rafters,
Who roes & long way to a dance and does
not eojoy il.
Look ou for Scribe on the 6ib November,
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DICKABRAM BRIDGE
CONSTRUCTION

The first railway line in Queensland, from Ipswich to
Grandchester (Biggs Camp), was opened in 1865 by Governor
Bowen. The Government of the day had much trouble
justifying its spending on railway expansion and it wasn’t until
James Nash advised he had discovered gold in Gympie that the
financial pressure eased somewhat. The discovery of gold at
Charters Towers and Mount Morgan added to the Treasury
coffers, and these areas in time began crying out for rail links. It
was 1875 when the line from Ipswich to Brisbane was opened,
though it terminated on the south bank of the Brisbane River,
so that northside passengers had to travel by boat or punt
across the river to catch the train. The Indooroopilly Rail
Bridge was opened in July 1876, and was washed away in the
1893 flood. It was replaced in 1895.

6th August 1881 was the opening day of the Gympie to
Maryborough line. The Official Party travelled by boat from
Brisbane to Maryborough for the occasion.

Surveys for new railway lines were approved by the
Government in October 1878, one of these being Maryborough
and Gayndah via Gootchie and Kilkivan, a distance of 100 miles
- estimated cost, £2,000. The political view of the day was “that
the railway must be extended by a branch through Miva to
Boonara, Boobyjan and Barambah and so penetrate Western
country to join North-South transcontinental”.

Mr R.D. Graham was approved as Surveyor on the
‘Gayndah Trial Survey’ at a salary of £400 per annum and £200
per annum for camp equipment, on 7th January, 1879.

Mr H.C. Stanley was at that time Chief Engineer of Railways
for the Southern and Western Division, and is said to have
designed the first Indooroopilly Bridge which was quite like
Dickabram Bridge, but was all of steel. He is also accredited
with the designing of the Dickabram Bridge, and the second
Indooroopilly Bridge. Train on bridge.

—

il Train on bridge
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On 14th February, 1879, Mr John M. Macrossan, who was at
that time Minister for Works and Mines (this portfolio had
changed from Works and Lands, though still included Railway)
requested the Chief Engineer, Mr H.C. Stanley to discontinue
the Gootchie to Gayndah survey, with a view to reduction of
staff. However by the time this information reached Mr
Graham, the surveyor, he had completed a substantial
distance of the survey. This survey commenced at Gootchie 32
miles south of Maryborough and included tests of the river
bank near the Miva Crossing Bridge.

Steam train at Miva, 1983.

Special train bound for Miva, 1983,

In November 1881, Mr C.L. Depree re-examined the
previous route and examined alternate routes - one via Slaty
Creek leaving the Maryborough/Gympie line 40 miles south of
Maryborough, and others starting from Thompson’s Flat and
from Curra.

The Slaty Creek route was approved by Legislative Council
on 1st November, 1882, as it would effect a saving of about five
(5) miles in length of line to construct, and would afford as much
accommodation to settlement, existing and prospective, as the
route from Gootchie. The railway would encourage mineral
traffic from Kilkivan and Black Snake gold mines and
agricultural traffic.

Detailed surveys were commenced by Inspecting Surveyor
Mr George Phillips, in January 1883, including test borings to
select a site for the Kilkivan Railway Bridge.

Mr George Phillips was born at Burslem, Staffordshire,
England, 1843 and came to Australia in 1852. In 1865 he joined
the Queensland Lands Department as a Staff Surveyor, and
accompanied the late Mr William Landsborough on a private

expedition from Bowen Downs westward, in the course of
which the Western and Diamantina Rivers were discovered
and named. In 1878 Mr Phillips joined the Railway Department
as Inspecting Surveyor, in charge of all Railway Surveys in the
Southern Divisions, and retired from the Public Service in May
1886, to conduct a private business as Surveyor and Civil
Engineer.

In July 1883, Mr Stanley, Chief Engineer submitted
proposals to alter the design of the bridge.

“lst. To adhere to the present design as regards the piers,
but increase the width between girders to 18 feet so as to
provide sufficient space for the road traffic. This would involve
longer transverse girders, as well as slightly increasing the
strength of the main girders. The whole space between the
girders would have to be close decked, while the timber
approaches would have to be widened proportionately. The
additional cost is estimated at £3,710.

“2nd. To construct the whole bridge as for a double line of
rails, but in the first place to utilize the additional width beyond
that required for the single line for the purpose of road traffic.
This would involve increasing the distance between the
cylinders in the present design for the piers and the alteration of
the bracing to suit. The superstructure would also have to be
strengthened proportionately to the extra width and load; the
timber approaches would also require to be widened as in the
previous case. The additional cost is estimated at E6,685:'

“3rd. To adhere to present design, but extend transome
girders as cantilevers to carry a foot-bridge 4 feet wide. This
would of course only provide for foot traffic. The additional cost
of this is estimated at £1,115.”

Mr Stanley recommended the second proposal, and this was
adopted by the Commissioner of Railways.

A contract was signed on the 8th August, 1884, by
McDermott Owen and Co., Geelong, Victoria, with the job to
be completed by the 1st June, 1886. This contract included
several other bridges, drainage structures, formation and track
consisting of a total length of railway of 26 mile 35 chain and 2
links. The cost of the Dickabram Bridge was estimated at
£14,082.18s.3d.

Reference to McDermott was found in the Geelong
Advertiser 30.8.1881 when a tender by McDermott, McNeil
and Bath was accepted for construction of the Colac-
Camperdown Line. McDermott was a resident of Geelong and
had previously constructed the Ballarai-Gordon Line and
Jamestown (S.A.) Line. The Geelong Advertiser of 23rd
August, 1884, stated he was associated with Owen and was
saild to have secured the contract at £114,000 for the
construction of the Kilkivan Branch Line in Queensland.

The following extracts from Maryborough Chronicles and
Gympie Times tell a little of the building of the line and the
bridge.

Maryborough Chronicle - 8th November, 1884.

The contractors for the Kilkivan railway are making
substantial progress with the work. The distance from the
Kanyan junction to the river, about 3% miles, is not only
cleared and pegged off, but most of the surface work is carried
out. The cuttings will, we understand, be done by sub-
contractors. The firm have it in contemplation to build a
temporary timber bridge across the Mary River for the
conveyance of their material, and service in sinking the iron
cvlinders. The permanent bridge site is alongside the farm of
Mr Gesch, who has established a hotel at the spot, and
furnishes excellent accommodation for man and horse.

Maryborough Chronicle - 29th January, 1885.

The iron cylinders for the Kilkivan Bridge are now arriving in
sections from England and being landed by various steamers.
A large number of the massive pieces are lying at present at the
Government wharves, and an inspection will give an idea of
the substantial structure that is to be erected across the Mary
River on the railway route to Kilkivan.

1885 a new Dubs F Loco was sold to McDermott and Owen
for ballasting on the Kilkivan Branch Line.
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Maryborough Chronicle - 5th February, 1885.

The erection of the Kilkivan railway bridge at Miva is likely to
be delayed for a considerable time, not on account of any
short-comings on the part of the contractors, Messrs.
McDermott, Owen, and Co., who in fact are sufferers by the
delay - but due simply to the action of the Government in
accepting, for the sake of saving an imaginary few pounds, a
foreign tender for the supply of the heavy castings for the
bridge cylinders. The suppliers, Messrs. Royce and Co., have
landed, without regard to assortment, a number of cylinder
segments by steamers or sailing vessels from England, but as
some of them have been fractured in transit, duplicates have to
be procured before the sound portions can be placed in
position. It will take a few months to procure these duplicates
from England, - or probably from Belgium, and in the meantime
the completion of the Kilkivan railway is delayed to an extent
which is the more vexatious as we have foundries quite
capable of doing the work, existing in our midst.

Maryborough Chronicle - April, 1885.

WANTED, Fencers, Splitters, Squarers and Bridge

Carpenters, Apply to McDermott & Qwen, Contractors,
Kilkivan Branch Railway, Kanyan.

WANTED, First-class Horse Drivers for Railway Works.
Apply to McDermott and Owen, Railway Contractors,
Dickabram.

WANTED, Pick and Shovel, and Hammer and Drill Men;
also, Ballast-fillers and Platelayers. Apply on the works to,
McDermott and Qwen, Contractors, Dickabram near
Maryborough. .

WANTED, Gangers; must be well used to rock-cutting and
ballasting. Apply on the works to McDermott and Owen,
Contractors, Dickabram near Maryborough.

Maryborough Chronicle - July, 1885.

WANTED, to Purchase a Six or Four Horse WAGGON.
Apply Messrs McDermott and Owen, Railway Contractors,
Dickabram P.O.

Marvborough Chronicle - 18th August, 1885.
Dickabram (from a correspondent) August 16.

Dickabram is now beginning to assume proportions, though
the name is not a universally liked one; but as somebody says
“What’s in a name”. We are a community, and have our ups
and downs, and among the blessings that are supposed to
come down we would verily like to see the one of rain. The
grotind is parched and dry, and the grass (where it is not burnt)
is in the serve and yellow ledf.

Our railway works are being pushed ahead rapidly. The
rails are all through into the contractors’ yard, and the road is
also ballasted, with the advantage that the contractor’s
material is carried right through to the bridge works, a string of
14 trucks being on the contractors’ siding one day last week,
and it is confidently asserted here that the Government are
taking this first section of the line over and are going to erect a
temporary station here and run passenger and goods trains
through. The bridge across the Mary River is also assuming
gigantic proportions, and when finished will become one of the
shows of the district. The timber approach on one side is all but
finished:; all the piles for the other approach are in their places,
and the cylinders are, with the assistance of men working
three shifts a day, fast sinking fo the required depths.

We have had to record an exceptional chapter of accidents
recently, and we do not appear to have finished yet. On Friday
last one of the contractors’ horsemen named Clayton was
thrown from a dray by a runaway horse, and has not been able
to work since. And on Sunday morning last a young man by
the name of Hooper, clerk for Coleman and Co., was out
shooting; when coming through a fence he carelessly drew the
gun by the barrel after him, with the result that the gun went
off, and he narrowly escaped a very serious injury and possibly
death, the charge entering the sleeve of his coat at the wrist
and coming out at the elbow, the charge blowing its way

through the flesh of the arm; both sufferers have been attended
to by Mr T. McDermott, who is ever willing, and is often called
upon to give his valuable assistance. ‘

The Good Tempiars are still in existence, and appear to be
working away. On Saturday last they opened a juvenile
branch of their society, which appeared to be well patronised.
There is to be a social meeting on Thursday night next, to
which ladies and gentlemen are invited by ticket. It is stated
that instead of building a hall for themselves, they are going to
improve the school in which they meef; a very much more
laudable object, and one that will live in the memory of the
children.

In church matters we are making progress. The Rev. T.
Alinut, of Tiaro, in whose parish we are situated, having made
arrangements to visit us on the third Sunday in each month.
Last Sunday being his first visit, when the Rev. gentleman had
an accumulation of work to get through, no less than seven
children awaiting baptism. A committee has been formed to
carry on church work, and the whole community appears to
be on the most amicable terms.

Maryborough Chronicle - 29th September, 1885.

Mr Curnow, the Commissioner for Railways, who arrived
here from Brisbane on Saturday, and proceeded by special
train to Gympie on Sunday, returned to town vesterday, after
having made a careful inspection of the line, and also the
Kilkivan extension.

Maryborough Chronicle - 7th November, 1885.

One of the large iron piers at the Kilkivan railway bridge has
been sunk to the required depth, the operation being
completed last week. The others are being put down as rapidly
as the rocky nature of the river bed will permit.

Maryborough Chronicle - 2nd January, 1886.

The first section of the Kilkivan railway from the junction to
Dickabram on the Mary River, was opened yesterday for
public traffic. The length of the section being very short, neither
our citizens nor any of the public bodies thought it worthwhile
to invest the occasion with ceremony, and it was therefore left
to the astute and genial contractors, Messrs. McDermott and
QOwen, to celebrate the opening with a mutual toast over their
mid-day lager.

Maryborough Chronicle - 13th February, 1886.

The massive iron railway bridge now being erected over the
Mary River on the Kilkivan line, is approaching completior.
The excellence of the workmanship of contractors, Messrs.
McDermott and QOwen, and the supervision by Mr.
Shuttleworth, is proved by the fact that the arduous job has
progressed so far without hitch or accident. Alf the iron piers
are in position and sunk to the permanent depth. Two of the
heavy iron girders were swung by massive shears into position
this week, and are now being fixed. At the present rate of
progress the bridge will be ready in a few weeks to sustain the
passage of a train, when ballasting operations will be actively
cgrried out on the Kilkivan side.

Maryborough Chronicle - 16th February, 1886.

The fatal case of sunstroke at Dickabram transpires to have
been a fearfully sudden affair. The victim was Jas. Graham, a
married man aged between 45 and 50 years, who arrived from
Brisbane only a week since to enter the employment of Messrs
McDermott and Qwen as foreman of platelayers. During the
great heat of Saturday afternoon Graham was superintending
the laying of rails, and on bending down low to look along a rail
was suddenly overcome and rolled over. It was at once
surmised that he was sunstruck, and the men around at once
carried Graham to the shower bath and applied cooling
remedies. In a very few minutes however, the ill-fated man
breathed his last. Mr W.C. Wilson, the nearest magistrate,
was sent for to hold an inquiry. Graham was a man of
considerable bulk, well built, but scarcely of the physique
calculated to withstand the ill-effects of tropical weather. The
sad event occurred on the railway works close to the Kilkivan
railway bridge.
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Maryborough Chronicle - 29th March, 1886.

The most critical operation in connection with the erection
of the Kilkivan railway bridge was most successfully
accomplished on Saturday. The contractors, Messrs
McDermott and Qwen, having completed the rather extensive
approaches, sunk the cylinders, erected all but one span and
constructed the numerous pile piers with a substantiality and
finish which compels admiration, have now only to erect the
centre span of the iron structure, and the task of launching the
first girder of that span constituted the most important feature
of the work. It may be explained that this firm have not, in this
instance, followed the frequent but costly practice of first
erecting a temporary high-level timber bridge on which the
work in connection with the permanent structure would be
easily carried out, but have shown their practical skill in an
economising direction by using only a low-level temporary
bridge. The result is that, the two oufer spans and the
approaches of the bridge being completed, there remained the
centre span, an open gap of 120 feet between the piers, and
about 100 feet high, to be bridged with two iron girders
weighing twenty tons each. These massive pieces of ironwork
have been put together on the top of the bridge, and the work
of launching the first of them across the chasm was attempted
on Saturday.

On a strongly-built trolley running on rails laid on the
temporary low-level bridge, a substantial pillar of scaffolding
was erected 85 feet high, and this bore one end of the 20 ton
girder, while a smaller trolley on the top of the bridge bore the
other end. Perfectly calm weather was necessary for the
operation, and this being experienced on Saturday, the
trolleys were put into slow motion and the huge girder safely
guided in mid-air across the span until it safely reached its
destination, and the permanent connection of the bridge from
bank to bank was accomplished, rendering the feat of placing
the fellow girder also in position comparatively easy. The
operation was regarded as one of importance from an
engineering point of view; therefore, arrangements were made
to preserve an accurate record of the details. This was done by
Mr McGuire, photographer, who took several excellent
pictures showing the progress of the work. The photographs
also convey a good idea of the extensive character of the
bridge and the admirable workmanship of Messrs McDermott
and Owen. We may add that the superintending engineer
resident at the work on behalf of the Government, Mr H.
Shuttleworth, was also present, and shares in the honours
attached to this fine piece of work.

Gympie Times - Tuesday, 4th May, 1886.

Yesterday’s Chronicle reports that the Kilkivan railway
bridge over the Mary River having been finished was subjected
to the Government tests on Saturday, and successfully stood
them.

Maryborough Chronicle - August, 1886.

Mr H.C. Stanley, Chief Engineer of Railways Ileft
Maryborough on Thursday for Rockhampton. During his
sojourn in this district he travelled over the various railway
works now in progress. On the Kilkivan line, the special train
ran as far as the third crossing of Wide Bay Creek, within nine
miles of Kilkivan. Pending the completion of the line to its
objective point, in about three months time, a number of
settlers and timber-getters desire that the completed portion of
the line shall be open for traffic. This, we learn s not likely to be
conceded, as public traffic would impede the contractors in the
work of ballasting; but Mr Stanley proposes to meet the
difficulty as far us possible by permitting the ballast trains to
bring down timber and other loading on the return journeys.

Maryborough Chronicle - 8th December, 1886.

The Kilkivan Line (by our Special Reporter)

Now that the railway line to Kilkivan is open it will not be
inopportune to once more give some description of the route,
the resources the line will tap and the general features of the
district:-

This railway may be classed as one of the most important
factors of our progress towards a fuller development of this

rich district. The line will be found we think animportant onein
every respect from a commercial point of view, and that it will
be a paying one no one can have a doubt who is cognisant of
the immense mineral and timber resources that it will open up.

The junction of the Kilkivan line with the Maryborough-
Gympie Railway is at a point in the immense Kanyan Scrub,
about 50 miles from Maryborough and half-a-mile above
Kanyan Station. The branch itself is 26 miles long, and its
course trends away westward. The track soon emerges from
the scrub along the edge for about three miles, the country on
the other side being well grassed forest land, till Dickabram,
three miles from the junction and on the banks of the Mary
River, is reached. The river is spanned by a fine massive iron
cylinder high-level bridge, a most creditable piece of
engineering skill. It has been constructed to allow of ordinary
vehicular traffic. Dickabram, the headquarters of the
contractors, Messrs. McDermott and Qwen, presents every
appearance of becoming a closely settled and prosperous
locality, although the withdrawal of the large party of navvies
who used to camp here has rendered the place rather dull.
There can be no doubt that large quantities of produce will be
sent away from the siding, as the banks of the Mary up and
down and on both sides are thickly studded with luxuriant
farms, and its pastoral prospects are not to be gainsaid. A
short distance from the bridge on the other side of the river is
Miva Siding, which will be the outlet of a very rich agricultural
area that is even now largely planted with sugar, which will no
doubt be sent to market from this point of the line. Mr Wilson’s
extensive Binbirrim plantation lies not far from here, as also Mr
Atherton’s Miva Run. For several miles from this point the line
goes through a magnificent stretch of undulating and well
grassed country, which, at this time of the year, is a treat to

" APPROACHES

Though the bridge was completed in May 1886, disputes
arose over whose responsibility the funding and building of the
road approaches should be. These disputes continued from
1884 till 1889.

In October 1884 the Commissioner for Railways requested
the Under Secretary, Department of Lands to take the
necessary action re surveying a road to give access to the
bridge. The Lands Department replied in November of that
year stating that if the Railways would make the necessary
arrangements, including survey and payment of compensation,
the Department would be happy to proclaim the road in the
usual way. There being no funds available for such a purpose,
the Lands Department was not prepared to bear the expense.

The Railways Department also declined to have anything to
do with the opening of a road unless it was a deviation for
railway purposes.

By December 1885, landholders began complaining to the
Commissioner that there was still no road between the Station
and the Bridge. In January 1886, when the Lands and Railway
Departments still could not agree, the Chief Engineer
suggested that the Tiaro Divisional Board be approached to
provide means of access to the bridge, at their own cost, for the
convenience of the road traffic.

The Clerk of the Divisional Board replied as follows:

“Sir,

I have the honour, by instruction, to call your attention to

an extraordinary omission on the part of the Government to
provide means of ingress to the traffic addition to the railway
bridge at Dickabram, and to Miva Railway Station, both being
situated on the Kilkivan Roadway.

In the first-mentioned instance, a bridge has been built
with facilities allowing ordinary vehicles and passengers to
cross the Mary River, but approaches and roads to the bridge
have been entirely omitted. As the land on both sides of the
river, and in both cases (outside the actual railway resumption)
is freehold, the survey of roads, as means of access, is left in the
hands of this Board, and the consequent compensation - a
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serious item, owing to its magnitude - has to be deducted from
the revenue of this Board and at the expense of the whole
Division, the ratepayers whereof, I respectfully submit, are
taxed for the purpose of keeping in repair the necessary
existing roads, &c., and not for the actual purpose of the right
to possess such roads.

[ am further instructed to inform you that, in connection
with this subject, application was made to the Registrar-
General’s Department asking for information respecting road
reservations in the freeholds in question. The reply received
was as extraordinary as unexpected - viz., that the Board would
have to appoint an agent in Brisbane to prosecute the search of
the requisite records, as it was against the rules of the said
Department to give the information requested “to the public.”

My Board are, therefore, of opinion that the obvious
oversight of the Railway Department in not resuming the
necessary roads has only to be placed before you to be
satisfactorily rectified, the more especially as the subject
brought under your notice is urgent and affects a very large
portion of this district.

[ have, &c.,
Henry A. Crank; Clerk.

The Honourable the Minister for Lands, Brisbane.

The Railway Department reacted thus -

“I note that the Lands Department are unable to take any
steps in connection with the opening of the road in question,
and that it is stated that the Divisional Board consider the same
unnecessary. The action of the Divisional Board in this matter
is certainly most unreasonable, for although [ am not aware of
what led to the construction of this bridge as suitable for
combined road and railway traffic, | presume action in this
direction was originally taken in consequence of representa-
tions of the local authorities. As it is, the extra expenditure
incurred by the Department has been nearly seven thousand
pounds, and to this extent the cost of the railway has been
unnecessarily augmented for a work which now appears to be
useless.”

The landholders were approached re resumption of land for
the road. On the west side, Mr Hutchins refused to consider
further land resumption until the Government had made
suitable payment for land resumed by the Department for the
Kilkivan Railway, and threatened to close up all the fences until
a satisfactory conclusion was reached. On the east side, aroad
had been surveyed some years earlier, which ran along the
southern side of the line down to a river crossing between the
mouth of Slaty Creek, and the bridge. This road however was
not drawn on Mr Jenkins’ deeds, and he demanded
compensation for the 20 acres of land needed for the new road.

These disputes continued for another twelve months. The
Government stated that when the design of the bridge was
changed to accommodate road traffic, the Board had agreed to
open up a road leading over it.

The Divisional Board however disagreed.-

When no solution could be reached, the whole of the
correspondence was laid before the Minister for Lands. This
was to no avail as “he distinctly declined to take any action
towards opening, at some considerable cost, aroad to compete
with the railway. He disapproved of the bridge having been in
the first instance built to carry ordinary traffic as well as railway
traffic, owing to the element of danger attendant on all such
constructions. Moreover, the Commissioner for Railways had
failed to come to terms with Mr Hutchins as to the amount of
compensation due to him, and if no road resumption could be
made until this claim was settled nothing further could be done
in the matter”.

By this stage the local people were totally frustrated by the
situation and prepared a petition which was forwarded to their
local member, Mr M. Mellor.

A copy of the letter and petition is on the following pages.

This petition was duly forwarded to the Commissioner for
Railways who replied “Until the Lands Department or
Divisional Board take action to provide the approaches, the
Minister is not favourable to expending any money from the
railway votes towards providing the roads of access”.

Following a letter from Mr Mellor in May 1887 to the
Department of Public Lands, this Department requested the
Surveyor-General to commence surveys for the approach
roads, communicating with the Tiaro Divisional Board for
advice on the best route to follow.

The problem was still not solved as this letter to the Editor
relates:-

Maryborough Chronicle -
(approx.) 10th October, 1888.

Correspondence. - The Dickabram Bridge

The first road approach to the bridge in question, being
about 1% miles of road parallel to and outside of the railway
fence through Mr Jenkins’ property was completed in March
last right up to the railway fence adjoining the bridge, and
within a couple of chains of the bridge itself. On the other side
of the river (through Mr Hutchins’ property) the land being
even and not requiring any preparation for traffic, is ready at a
moment’s notice to bear vehicular traffic to the bridge so soon
as the actual bridge approaches within the railway fence are
completed, a work which would perhaps involve 1% chains of
‘bank’ on either side of the river. Surely it cannot be expected
that a Divisional Board shall complete works of any kind
within a railway resumption fence! and yet this is the latest
phase of this much delayed work. The Commissioner for
Railways (since the question was put in the House) writes to
my board to the effect that his department “does not consider
that it should be called upon to incur any further expense with
regard to this work”.

My board has had a long and tedious argument with the
departments concerned relative to compensations for road
resumptions &c., in connection with this bridge, and have so
far saved the ratepayers’ money being expended upon works,
&c., which were within the legitimate province of the
Government, and are still of opinion that “the officials whose
proper duty it is” to open the bridge for road traffic by
completing the actual approaches to the bridge within the
railway fence, are the Minister for Railways and his
Department. - I am, &c., Thos. H. Moffatt, Chairman Tiaro
Board.

Tiaro, 10th October, 1888.

It would appear that this item of local news marked the final
stage in the completion of the approach roads.

Maryborough Chronicle - 30th March, 1889.
Local News.

We are glad to learn by communication that the much vexed
question of the opening of the Dickabram Railway Bridge for
ordinary traffic has been finally settled at last. Mr M. Tansey,
of Lake View, interviewed the Minister for Railways on the
14th instant relative to that subject, and having pointed out to
Mr Nelson the great inconvenience and pecuniary losses that
those stockowners residing between Miva, Kilkivan and the
Lower Burnett were subject to in flooded times when the Mary
River is known to be uncrossable for even months, thus
debarring them from sending their stock to their only
convenient markets, viz, Maryborough and Gympie, in-
stanced cases where fat stock had been purchased by Tiaro
butchers, and could not be delivered for three months owing to
the swollen state of the Mary River, thus causing heavy
pecuniary losses to bothbuyers and sellers. The Minister, after
carefully going into the matter, was of opinion that although
the Tiaro Board ought to contribute their quota, promised to
go on with the approaches at once, and would see that the
bridge would be opened for traffic as soon as possible, and that
at the expense of his department.

From 1904, the Tiaro Shire Council paid £20 per annum
towards the cost of maintenance of the bridge. This amount
increased to £30 in 1935.
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In later years the Railway Department claimed that this
amount fell short of the actual cost for the maintenance and
repairs of the road portion of the bridge.

In 1957 the Department contacted the Shire Council asking
them to pay £511 which was half the amount actually spent on
repairs in 1956. They also asked Council to pay £1,295, which
was the estimated cost of additional repairs to be carried out in
1957.

When Council advised the Railways they would not bear the
costs, the Railways threatened to stop all repair work on the
road section, and close it immediately it became dangerous.

I
oo 'Z )

A huge protest meeting was held at Miva, and a delegation of
four was appointed to interview the Railways Commissioner
and stress the serious effect it would have, not only locally, but
in all surrounding districts. After hearing the submissions, the
Commissioner granted a short reprieve. The Shire Council
then pressed Main Roads to declare the whole of the Miva
Connection Road from the Tiaro-Kilkivan Road to the Bruce
Highway at Gunalda, a main road.

Four miles was already declared leaving eight miles to be
gazetted. This was agreed to, and as the new section included
the bridge, the problem was solved. The Main Roads
Department spend thousands of dollars annually on upkeep.

This page sponsored by: WILL and JUNE NAHRUNG — Miva
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FLOODS

These newspaper reports tell of some experiences in various
floods that have occurred in the area.

1887 The Kilkivan line was washed away in three places and
water came within 15 feet of the decking of the
Dickabram Bridge. .

1893 The Kilkivan train yesterday was blocked by floods at
Wide Bay Creek Bridge and had to return to
Maryborough. It was reported that the Dickabram
Bridge weathered the storm but the approaches on both
sides had gone. The Kilkivan line is still impassable due
to damage to the Dickabram Bridge approaches. Traffic
will be resumed by 1/3/1893.

Maryborough Chronicle - 13th February, 1893.
(Gunalda) (from our own Correspondent) February 11. Flood - 1955.

More rain, and starting under the same conditions as before
the great flood of last week, high winds often blowing with
hurricane force, and last night exceptionally strong, so much
so that the house fairly trembled, and as Ilay on my bed every
minute I expected the roof, if not the whole house to go; the
rain also was very heavy. As it has been raining for the past 36
hours more or less heavy, and very little prospect of clearing, I
am afraid we are in for another rise in the river, if not asecond
flood. Goodness knows what will be the result if such is the
case, as many are out of provisions now, through not having
got their monthly supplies from Maryborough before the flood.
They are not in a position to go to Gympie and pay cash for
stores. I could fill a column or two were I to name all losers by
the late disastrous flood. The worst case I know is that of F.
Hansen,; this is the third time he has come off second best with
floods, but this time he has lost his all - barn, house, and allin it;
though to be safe, as he thought, he had fastened all he
possibly could in the roof of his house, as no previous flood had
done more than take his crops, but this one has swept
everything away. Gesch, of Mivg, is another heavy loser. The
Dickabram Bridge weathered the storm, but the approaches
on both sides have gone, and all the roadway from the bridge
to the gatehouse on the M. and G. road, so I have been told ;
the people in that gatehouse had to clear out, and in the hurry
of doing so, the owner left his money behind him. Luckily a
young man (Charles Dakin) swam in to the house and got it
safely out.

Never were papers looked for so anxiously as during the six
days we were cut off from communication with your town,
rumours of all descriptions were current, many of which, am
sorry to say, turned out correct; one we hope yet to hear is not
true, but I think it best not to mention the name in connection
therewith.

With respect to our local election the returning officer should
do as others have done - give another week’s grace - as he
must be well aware that many ratepayers have not got their
voting papers, through the mails noft getting to their
destinations regularly. This would not have been the case had
more despatch been given to get the ballot papers out after the
nomination.

How was it that you did not publish Mr George Lindley’s
name among the new batch of J.P.’s as he is appointed to that
position, and will take his oath of allegiance shortly. Talking of
taking this oath, who is it, Mr Editor, who gets the £2 2s fee?If it
goes to the Government, no wonder they appoint somany ata
time, it’s a very simple way of raising the wind certainly.
Later

Floods up again on all the flats, creeks overflowing; no signs
of rain stopping.

x k Kk K* Kk ok Kk Kk K K *

In one of the big floods of the late 1800’s, hundreds of
cedar logs were left stranded on the flats a mile or so below the
bridge. Teamsters spent weeks hauling them away. Eventually
many were burnt.

* ok Ak k * ok A K K K

Army ducks.
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Flood.

River level gauge, 1955,

Flood - 1955.

Flood waters.

This page sponsored by: KEITH, DOREEN, WAYNE and JASON DAY




Mary River - 41 feet - (note gauge).

1974 flood.

Repairs to river banks under bridge following 1974 flood.

Repairs to river bank after 1974 flood.

This page sponsored by: WIDE BAY CAPRICORN BUILDING SOCIETY
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MONTHLY RAINFALL READINGS AT MIVA
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PEAK FLOOD HEIGHTS RECORDED

STATE SCHOOL

STATION - MIVA THEEBINE 4570
DATE TIME GaggﬁEgT. DATE |TIME GﬁgggEgT: DATE | TIME GA;gﬁngg'

04.02.93 23.08 16.03.37 15.46 12.06.58 | 0300 | 15.29
11.01.98 20.11 21.01.38 | 1645- 19.02.59 | 1630 | 11.50
08.03.98 19.20 2145 Bl 15.11.59 [ 1700 | 12.09
17.01.13 9.14 28.05.38 :ggg‘ oy 03.01.63 | 0500 | 10.31
03.04.73 7.92 5.05.%81 0100 6.70 13.01.63 | 0530 | 13.38
30.04.14 7.01 1050l ww. b 107 18.03.63 | 2430 | 14.91
12.02.15 10.66 o1 oozl 1330 5.2 29.03.64 | 1800 8.28
23.01.18 10.44 02,0248l nigne | 10.51 28.06.65 | 0500 7.21
31.01.18 10.97 o 08T _— 21.07.65 | 0430 7.92
07.01.20 8.53 6. ou. 46 o 30.01.67 | 1630 9.70
08.04.21 10.97 75607 B 5o0g | 7a.78 31.01.67 | 0600 | 10.00
23.02.25 7.62 51 sban B '5.79 01.02.67 | 0200 | 10.61
0825 10.36 02 0347 1618 12.06.67 | 1100 | 13.64
22.06.25 12.16 080347 o 11.01.68 | 2300 | 18.92
17.12.26 14.32 30.11.47 6.09 17.02.68 | 0900-

£001uET 15.54 10.12.47 6.09 o o
N _ 31.01.70 | 1100 9.19
5o B A LR 7-62 1 10.12.70| 0200 | 8.02
25.12.27 7.01 03.05.48 14.47 28.01.71 | 2000 8.91
T 558 5 1 04.03.491 1400 [ 13.28 02.02.71 | 1730 | 12.26
. e 25.10.49 12.19 | 04.02.71 | 2400 | 14.55
7 % 55 \Eal 18.02.50 1 1930 | 10.66 fl 55 1571|1300 | 15.03
5 o, 57 1432 .08 350 § #4600, 4 1oRSi 13.02.72 | 1545 | 16.66
20.01.29 s 22.07.50 | 0645 8.56 20.02.72 | 1800 | 10.13
13.02.29 6.09 30.07.504 1300 10558 04.04.72 | 1300 14.52
I s 01.02.51 | 2000 | 16.53 | 50 5 2o | a0 ol
2384 29 9.44 £8202. 38 15-69 1 09.07.73] 1315 | 18.33
2 a0 6. 05 ERIE08, 98 12.16 1l 69.01.74 | 0900 8.45
> o0 . o 12.02.54 | 0615 | 14.27 . .
B G0 % B 22.02.54 | 1630 e 28.01.74 | 1300 | 20.80
05, e Se 14.07.54 | 0800 | 15.92 14.03.74 | 1000 | 13.05
T TEx0 onT 29.03.55| 0700 | 21.84 || 51 o1 96| 0600 | 14.94
ol I el e e el b e e
EI02 i Night 7.1 11.02.56 | 0900 14.52 04:03.76 | 0999 522
30.12.33 1900 7.92 13.03.56 | 0200 | 18.31 08.03.75 } 1200 19
02.02.34 2430 10.97 2.0n.56lll oz00 | 13.33 02.01.81 j 1700 68
5. 5. 3 66 LB oo e | 7o 24.01.82| 0900 | 10.00
ORI 55 i e 23.12.56| 0845 | 12.26 04.03.52 0000 -2
- 1900 6.7 16.03.82 | 0730 9.60

22.02.58 | 0400 9.55
15.04.58 | 0900 8.45

This page sponsored by: [VAN and CHERYL O’SULLIVAN — Miva
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The main topic for the past
few days has been the wet wea-
tt.er and all the circumstances [t
has brought with ft. After the
heavy rain on Monday cveryone
on the river expected a good
fresh bnt few antlcipated that
the flood waters would reach over
49 fcet and prove the highest rise
for mayy years. NMiva had 702
points rain during this wet period
ond a total of 1560 points for
I'ebruary. During the last couple
of years it his been noticeable
that in cyclanie dis'urbances the
rai1 has bheen hesavier in the
lower mid-reaches of the river
and has travelled unp-stream al-
lcwing local waters to get away
before water from beyvond Gym-
pie got here. This time the
he falls were at the head of
iheeotver and actually lell betore
local areas had the heavy rain
e ecauvsed a bigger ris . than
exrected. This flood treat>d al-
nost dveryonc alike and here
is hardly a crop of any aind
left i1 this district. Maize «1d
pumpkin crops in all stages "
lost, The winter crop of potatoe:
will be ®almost nil and as the
vrater is remaining al a high
level for a long period and most
lucerne crops are well under
water, it is feared that many
patches will be wiped out. Prac-
dcally all roads in this area to
Gympie and Maryborouzh were
blocked, The big railvay ani
traffic bridce over the Nary
here remains " the only wo..dgc
above wter on the whole ol
the Mary River, but cars were
bldclied by smaller streams in
all directisns. All bridges are
still well under on the Munia
Creek. though it was never high
.his time in comparison to the
'™ Dinner Creek on the main
‘oam from the Burnett has held
up all traftic iy that direction
sootchle Creek has stopped any-
one getting ~through to Mary
torouzh anrd the Miva Crossing
Bridge is still well under water.
Towards Gympie the m:ain hald
ip has again been the low cein-
ent crossing o1 Thompson's
Rat. While no serious mishaps
have been reported owing. to
'he floods, several minor events
Irave occurred. One car coming
irom Longreach went |ito Din-
ner Creek and oould not get
through. The driver managed to
2et sately to the bank and wenl
to Messrs. Ormes Bros, for as-
sistance. The car was dragged
but safely and the ow1er had o
spend the next few days clean-
ing the. engine before he could
proceed. Since then several other
CArs have been stopped In thiy
c;':o:bg;xt .sot out without golag
While ferrylng a portion of bis
ream across the wlde expanse
5[ backwater near the railway
itation, Mr. N. Nahrung’s boat
prang a leak and sank, and two
ns cotaining 11 gallons of
“ream wenl lo the bottom. Ralil-
way workmen, secing the trouble,
went tn his assistance and Mr.

W. Rose managed to locate both
cans in 9ft. oI’ water. The cans
were s701 brought to the sur-
tace and as the lids had re-
mained securely fastenecd there
appeared to be little damage
aone.

ﬁlly_ﬁ: 19y

Practically all tie tood wat-
ers have now disampearad, but it
will be a long L ne hefore the
destruction the wuler cansed has
been fixed up. in o<t cases big
deposits of  silt :nd mud  have
been left on the farms and flats,
which will no doubt eventually
enrich the soil.  Other farmers
have, however, had permanent
damage done, uas ireshly plough-
ed land has heen washed com-
pletely away and either the farms
will have to be abanuoned or a
fresh start miude to plough up the
sub-soil. It is a lony time also
since such duamage has been done
to the river and Munna Creek
banks. Big landklides  can be
seen everywhere and the rviver
bed is hirdly recognisable In
places. Fortanately since the
llood went down heavy showers
have fallen and washed & lot of
the dirty mud oft grase and
lucerne, and may help growth
where the water had not sStayed
on too long. ‘The showers also
lessened the stench that alwavs
follows the floods. Shouwers have
tallen ahnost daily dnring March
but only 1453 poiuts have been re-
gistered so [lar.

1 g
MIVA

(From Our Correspondent)

Crops were ruined, tanks,
homes, and outhuildings
damaped in a quarter-hour
fall of hen's egg sized hail
at Miva at about 4 p.n, last
Sunday.

Maize and pumpkin ecrops were
rnined on several farnes and other
crops, which had surevived the re-
cont flood reains, were damaged.
The hail sliced through o doent.
ed  alvanised iron and fihro
roof~ of houses and perforated
shed buildines. Manv caltle had
lumps of hide torn oft by the hail.

The heil affected an area ex-
tending from the railwav station
dovn the river for about three
miles, It wag followed by another
storm accompanied by small hail
and g little rain,

T'he district is now  experien-

cing typical  sammer  wealher,
The dovs s a rnle are dry and
hot. Thoueh g k rge nmnher ol
thundeérstorms have been experi-
cneed in this locality, verv Hipe
vain has fallen here, and most
rezidents would welcome a good
shower to lay the dust and help
to woften the hard gronnd surfice
that ha~ existed ever since the
recent flood rains.
Potato  digkging is still in fnll
swing _among the farmers who
escaped the tlood, but the market
~eems over) upplied all the time
ard only small quantities can he
railed. SKome varieties are badly
hit hy blight and the losses are
henvy.

148

RECORD RAINFALL FOR
:24 HOURS AT MIVA

TﬂE registration of 1427 points at Miva from 9 a.m. Thursday to
9 a.m. Friday last week was the largest 24 hour official record
gece 1898, according to the Government Cauge Reader in the dis-

triet, Mr. A. Nahrung.

e repurt. that the deluge has
econsed 1rrcitic. domage throungh-
out he disirict * Biy areas of

tatoes,  almest ready tn dig,
nhere Dbeen  Jost as well  as the

tpwize “eraps,

wﬁup' l? latd: the dislriet’s big
ooy ANy, are under o vater, and
‘o winter Ludder erops have been
eulned.  The wnneh yrass Ilats on
the rives and orecks will be af
no use for winler leeding, as they
ate covered with mud

Herdly o madd in the di triet
fo Bt to e and o large number
uf bridges and culverls have been
washed away.

Mr.  Nuhrange reports that a
total of 24 powmts: tell in the
distelet from 9w, April 28 1o
May 1 In six houwrs on April
20, from 3 poan. o pom, 11 inches
full, and in  the 24 hoors from

a April 29 1o thut hour on
Apr ). 127 points were re-
corded.

Four miles away in Munna
Creck scction of Miva, 1638 poinly
fell in 21 hours un Vhursday and
a total of 22 inches was recorde6
for the th:ce rainy days

the water 1o« 5
Mached a heichy of o5 (et

FARM LANDS SUBMERGED

‘Mar$ rivor  was ar ozevd

level at 3 p.m. on April 24, but
by 6 p.m. had risen 14 (t. 3 ins.
and at 6 a.m. nexl morning it
had reacihed a heizht oi 33 (1 6
Ine, and was fast submerging ihe
tich farm lands on ils banks.

vise wag - caused almost

entirely LY local water and hardiy
any rain had a! that lime failen
13 miles up the river in  the
direction of Gympic.
t 4 pm. on Friday and laler
towns higher up the river
toverded only a small fall in com-
pabis-a.with that . Mivii. Even
e Wid: Bay.Creek. a biy feeder
‘above-MMWa  ros,. only L
oad had “lttle  bearing  on te
tmal rise in “he river,
At Tlaro he full force of ihe
va. districtd noccling was folt.
&l one stage the [y Rive:
seven feer in one loor
: of the: Mary's b u
eles, Munna Creuk, «
8 few miles :

gt
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FLOCD
IN MIVA

DESCLATION

DISTRICT

HE Mary River at Miva reached its peak at daylight on
Tuesday, March 29, at 66’ 8", or 4 6” below the 1893
level, according to Mr. Alex Nahrung,

In a report on conditivns  at
Miva which was out of com-
munication with Maryborough,
Mr. Nahrung said that Munna
Creek rose to 62 fcet, almost the
same as 62 years apo.

In 1898 the flood heighi «!
Miva was G60° 6". The rain
registration at Miva as a resolt
of *“Bertha's” uactivities was
1468 points. Mr. Noahruug re-
ported terrific wind on the
Sunday and the river rose al
one stage at the rale of 427 an
hour.

The big bridge at Miva  was
33" out of the water, but the
Kingaroy railway line wuas cut

in tive places -by wuler \g to
10 feet deep. .

Mr. Nahrung added: “The
river has Jeft a ‘scenc of de-
solation everywhlrc — huare
landslides, more than hall the
trees on the bank uproote:,
acres of farm land either
swept bare of soil or covereid
in feet of sand: miles of fencing
gone; cattle and pigs drownued
in dozens of places. .

“Two homes were parlly suu-
merged, another evacuated aird
for miles and miles theie is no
grass, only a slimy, smelly
mess.”

Official River Level Readers

1913-1918 M. Whittaker
1918-1920 A.J. French
1920-1925 A. Wynne
1925- P. Burley
1925-1926 J.W. Smith
1926-1929 A.D. Mullins
1927- J. Donochue
1929-1941 A. Edmonds
1934- A.J. Jose
1941-1963 A.W. Nahrung
1956- S.G. Ballard
1963-date W.E. Nahrung

River height information is available from 1893, however no
data is available on river level readers prior to 1913.

Official Rainfall Recorders -

1907-1912 G.W. Nahrung
1912-1919 M. Whittaker
1916- G.W. Cadsby
1916- F. Buising
1919-1920 A.J. French
1920-1921 A. Wynne
1921-1925 P. Burley
1925- J.W. Smith
1925-1928 A.D. Mullins
1927- J. Donohue
1928- D. Wall
1928-1943 A. Edmonds
1929- J.W. Thompson
1934- Ad. Jose
1940-1941 A.W. Nahrung
1943-1945 J. Reid
1945-1951 J.A. Kurth
1951-1955 L.E. Urquhart
1955- R. Wilson
1955- A.W. Nahrung
1956- B.J. Hibberd
1955-1957 J.M. Radel
1957-1961 A.W. Nahrung
1961-1975 W.E. Nahrung

Many of the above rainfall observers recorded data for only
short periods e.g. 1 month. There, the dates shown are based
on the year in which they recorded only. The rainfall station
was closed at Miva in 1975, and rainfall information is provided

by the River Height Observer.

‘ 27N

Big Hail At Miva ‘}.H.u‘

Writing further about the hall
storm which damaged crops and
puildings and ture hide from
cattle at Miva on November 13,
our correspondent there states he
has heard of one piece of hail
measured by three men to be
over 3% inches in diameter. An-
other hailstone was eighl inches
in circumference. Fortunately he
wdds, most of the hail was round
in  shape but several jugged
pieces fell and thisa may have
‘uused  the damage to roofing
Iron. He writes further that he
has seen one roo® wilh an aver
1iwe of ahout thr e holes 10 each
sheet of iron. The holes are gen-
eraliy about an inck long and
half an ‘inch wide but a lot have
a thin split up to three inches
long,

Newscutting - 1919.

The weather continues as dry as ever, the storms which
gave so much promise having passed over without yielding a
single point of rain. The heat of the last few weeks has been
intense and on Sunday, December 14th, the thermometer
registered 108 in the shade. Bush fires, due in most cases to
sparks from the engines, are raging all over the district,
causing selectors great anxiety, for once started one never
knows when they will stop. The burning timber sends sparksin
every direction and a constant watch has to be kept. In one
case a spark set the grass on fire fully half a mile away. Well
sinking is all the rage and residents are meeting with various
fortunes or misfortunes in their search for water. The river is
still falling, but manages to just trickle along. About six inches
of rain would be the most acceptable Christmas gift we could
imagine.

This page sponsored by: KEITH and DELL BULMER
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MIVA
BUSINESS ENTERPRISES and FACILITIES

DICKABRAM TOWNSHIP
OF THE 1880’s

Quote from “A Century of Settlement” 1859-1959

“The name Dickabram” is aboriginal and its meaning is
obscure. Mr J. Atherton was told by the aboriginals that its
name should be ‘Dickaninnim’ and it is understood this is the

E)

aboriginal word for ‘vam’.

It appears Dickabram was a thriving township when the
Bridge was being constructed. A Post Office operated from
December 1884 till October 1886. There was a hotel owned by
Mr August Gesch and two shanties, one on each side of the
river. Some of the slabs from Mr Gesch’s Hotel are now part of
the Miva Shop’s produce shed, and Don Nahrung’s pig sty
shed. It is understood this hotel continued well after the bridge
was completed.

Slabs from Gesch’s Hotel.

The following Maryborough Chronicle article tells of the
ratepayers’ feelings about the local public houses.

Maryborough Chronicle - 18th August, 1886:

Our Dickabram correspondent writes: A public meeting of
ratepayers and others was held in the school-room,
Dickabram, on Monday evening last, presided over by Mr K.
Nahrung, of Mount Pleasant farm, a good muster of
ratepayers being present. The first resolution was proposed by
Mr Smith - “That it is undesirable that any more new
public-house licenses should be granted in the police district of
Tiaro for the next two years.” The resolution was seconded by
Mr Dakin and carried unanimously. A second resolution was
proposed by Mr Dakin and carried unanimously:- “That the
different parts of the district be communicated with, with a
view to obtaining the support of the whole district. Mr K.
Nahrung was unanimously elected Secretary, and will be glad
to forward sheets for signature to anyone willing to subscribe
their names. The meeting, a very enthusiastic one, was closed
with a vote of thanks to the Chairman and the School
Committee, for the use of the school-room.

The Gesch family also owned a blacksmith shop, a general
store and a butcher shop. Another butcher shop was owned by
Tom Gayney.

Reid, Ward and Reid, who had opened a drapery business in
Maryborough in December 1882, had a store at Dickabram. It
is assumed it would have carried similar lines to the
Maryborough one.

MRCOOND AND LART WEEK
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THE GREAT BALE,
REID, WARD AND REID'S

ITOCK-TAKING RALE be o Urevinr Aveain, a4 all who viciled
1Y the
COLOUOSBSSICUM
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Queenslander 29th May, 1886:

The township adjoining the bridge is now inhabited by about
fifty people, and is called Dickabram. There are a few stores
and no less than three public-houses - a licensing extravagance
that the Tiaro Board ought to be ashamed of. Law and order
have always been well maintained, the only troubles arising
being occasioned by some union men who refused to work
with non-union men. Some little diplomacy by the “bosses”
was needed, and things went on all right; but, as may be easily
imagined, they do not possess a particularly fervent affection
for the union at present. i

With the departure of the railway gangs Dickabram
Township ceased to be, and thence became a railway siding for
the settlers on the east bank to despatch and collect goods.

The earliest recollection of Dickabram Siding is of four
saplings with a tarpaulin wrapped round them on three sides,
open to the railway line on the fourth side and only a yard or so
from the track. There was no raised embankment which made
loading quite difficult. The roof was also a tarp.

“h.\ i

I
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Dickabram Siding, now restored.

A timber structure with slatted floor and internal walls,
narrow slatted external walls, and iron roof was built on an
embankment probably in the 1920’s a few yards closer to the
river than the original one. The slatted design was used in sheds
to create a draught to cool the cans of cream. This structure
remained, apart from having its roof blown off in a storm and
having a slightly different one replacing it. This siding was used
almost solely by the Lipsett and Jenkins families. It was
removed in 1985.

The produce sent from the siding was varied and included
hides, poultry, eggs, peas, beans, corn, tomatoes, english
potatoes, sweet potatoes, pumpkins, beetroot, turnips, chaff
and cream. Cream was sent to Gympie or Maryborough by rail
motor. Hundreds, probably thousands of bags of chaff were

sent from there. In January of 1939, 500 bags were loaded.
There were many wild dashes across the flats as the train left
Miva. Fortunately it was often late and so on dark nights it was
stopped by waving a lighted lantern.

To Dickabram came bread, meat, seed potatoes, meal,
casks of molasses, etc., as well as the timber required over the
years to repair the bridge.

From Dickabram too went train and rail motor passengers -
they were able to buy their tickets at Theebine. Mr Palfrey
recalled the Odgilvie family staying at Gesch’s Hotel in the late
1880’s and catching trains from Dickabram.

Two lads from Maryborough, emploved by Mr E.
Lipsett, were sent to Dickabram in the evening to load produce
which had been taken there during the day. Before the train
was due they rode over to Miva, but on the way back the
‘Bridge Ghost’ appeared before them. Their horses bolted and
the startled men left the produce unloaded.

‘Dickabram’ was suggested to be a combination of the
Christian names of Dick Lipsett and Abraham Jenkins.

SUGAR MILL

Newscutting - 1948

Miva Can Grow Cane - The Gympie district is not
recognised as a large producer of sugar cane, but that it can,
grow cane of a phenomenal size is indicated by several
samples brought into the city by a farmer yesterday. Grown by
Mr J. Dawe, of Miva, each of the three sample sticks is over ten
feet in length, the tallest measuring 10ft 4ins. Circumference of
each stalk is approximately seven inches. When growing and,
with foliage on the top, each of the samples was about 13 feet
in height. Mr Dawve has several acres of cane of this type - (1900
seedling variety) - under cultivation at his property.. It is
estimated that the yield will be in the vicinity of 80 tons to the
acre - nearly twice that of ordinary cane. Not only does the
Miva district produce phenomenal sugar cane. A sheaf of oats,
grown by Ormes Brothers, of Miva, which was also brought
into the city yesterday, measured 5ft 8ins. in height. Of the
Algerian variety, the oats grew without the aid of irrigation.

The following extracts from ‘A Century of Settlement’ 1859-
1959 tell of the sugar industry in the district.

Samuel Johnston at first engaged in general farming, but in
the late '70’s he commenced cane-growing and purchased a
crushing mill which was erected and operated by Mr Brooker,
an engineer. In the early 1880’s when the railway line from
Gympie to Maryborough was opened, a station was provided
at Kanyan, principally to take brown sugar from Mr
Johnston’s mill. The Crossing over the river is still known as
“Johnston’s Crossing”. Mr Johnston, like all other sugar-
growers of the time, employed kanaka labour on his
plantation. On the 8th August, 1882, Mr Johnston died as the
result of an unfortunate accident at his mill and the Miva
District lost an enterprising and public-spirited pioneer. The
property was sold to Mr W. C. Wilson and the family moved to
Maryborough where some of its members still live.

Mr  Wilson made the mill (which had previously
manufactured only brown sugar) into a refinery. He imported
centrifugals and vacuum pans from England to make white
sugar. But floods ruined the cane crops and in 1896 the mill
was sold to a civil engineer named John Wilson - no relation to
Mr W. C. Wilson. John Wilson renovated the mill and set it up
near the Miva-Munna road but after a few years he too gave up
the venture, and the growing of sugar-cane was abandoned.
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May 29, 1886.]

To ge;t from Dti:llmbrsm ttz the Tirst of the
Mary iver gettloman . 8 nacessary
or the equestrian to %ﬂg@w 'ﬁ rosd very
Esth in the #lispe of a horseshde, the railway
line running up the middle théreof. T had got
three parts of mv journey, and had bhut a
addock intervening betwecn myself and a
ﬁtt.le village settlerzent on the river side, when
I was stopped bv the fact of the sliprail
being .barred by a piece of iron fixed
with staples running down from the
top of the posi, s0 that one could
not take the sliprails out. A ‘notice also was
appended threathening prosecution “to tres-
ers, Awsthe tracks on the road were very
h_this seemed a very recent proceeding.
An excursion on foot to the hotel, which
formed part of the settlemert, was of no avail,
the key of the padlock which fastened the iron
being possessed by someoné who lived ata
distance, It was o very hot day, and my
tience had pretty well gonesto nothing by
rh.e time I had returned to the obnoxious
sliprail, and after a short argument with a
pioce of heavy wood the iron was knocked oueI;l
and I passed through on my rather trouble
way. From the ease with which I accom-
lished the performance it appeared to have
Eaén done pretty offen before.

Passing & few beuses I came finally to the
Binberrim Sugar Plantation, one of many that
are situated on the river between that place
and Maryborough, from which place it is dis-
tant about thirty-fve miles by road, Here
are 150 acres under cane, mostly raphoe, a
black hardy kind, that i1s famed a1l over
Australia aa the best sort to stand the frosts.
There are 'also 90 acres in pasture, The
dwelling-house, a protty flower-covered place,
ptands on the brow of the hill, command-
ing a very fine view of the country on both
sides of thq river which is hidden among the
thiokly-clothed banks,

Far awayabead th- Kanyan Range gives a de-
cidedly romantic aspect to the scene, dotted as
it is with sgttler’s houses and farms at the foot.
In the.foreground, surrounded with the rips

n sugarcane, almost ready for cutting, stood
tge mill, with its red brick chimney and gal-
vanised iron roof. Although everything looked
bright and fair enongh, Mr, Wilson, the
owaer, informed me that rain was verﬁ much
noede& within the ensuing fortnight, He had
been at work erecting a new 6-horse gpower
engine inside the mill for the purpose of turn-
ing the centrifugal machine in which the sugar
is separated from the molasses. The machine
hitherto used bad bren a big 12-horse power
that pumps the air from the vacuum pan, and
uming it only for the cen # meant s waste

ao ‘Rhe estate k)

much labour & no s required. It iar
“s startling “commsntary on the suppcoad
brutality of the planters as exemplified in the
high rate of mortality among kanakas,
and by the findings of the immaculate
commission, tostate that no death has ever
yet occurred on the Binberrim plantation ;
and what is more no boys have been sent to
the Maryborough Hospital from thence, A
1ittle amateur nursing is all that is required,
and when the brutalities of a (Government,
hospital are experienced by the kanaka fatalists,
it almost always results in_death. The
firms who send their =ick to the District Hospi-
tal have a mortality of 10 per cent among their
men, while in this case, which may be taken
a8 one.of many, tho planter has proved the

THE QUEENSLANDER.

better physician, and the plantation has had
n average of thirty-five men upon it for the

Ht tl‘l‘l;(‘e yo?ra.h "
i) ing of the sugar industry genorally my
&mmid that be was rot otmyof those un-
réwsonable beings who charged the (Yovernment
4cn the low price of sugar, which was a
m that must worl its own remedy by-and-
by. #Hehad sold his first sugar at £32 per
ton, now he made tip-top white sugar for
£20; in fact it had dropped on an average
£16 » ton within the last three or four years.
In his opinion over-ﬁmduction was the cause of
the low price, and he qlt:eoted cases in which
sagar had been taken to China,

‘refined there, and brought back and sold in

Austratis, the whole passage and expenscs
coming out of £10 per ton. There was also a

“strong competition from Manriting, Speakingof-

the orop, which he snticipated would be & fairly
good one, he sid that he hoped for a yield of
nesrljr two tons Per aoro, fifteen tons of cane
would make a'ton of sugar. Formerly it
took , seventeen or eighteen tons to make
this, but imptoved machinery had made
the differences. But, of course, there
were plantations whore old wornout machinery
was in use, and which were situsted at some
distance from tho market, and he could not
vouch that sugar at its prosent price was a ;laxn.y-
ing thing, But for himself, he averred, he had
no reajon to camplain of the return he got
from capital invested, The fact of being within
& few miles of Gympie, and having tho railway
almost ““ agin his own door,” made a difference
of 30s. per ton in his favour ; and he was also
very fortunate in getting as much labour as bo
wanted. Boys could always be got for Bris-
buvne, Maryborough, or Bundaberg, but for
Mackay and Qewirns they had a decided objec-
tion, and, speaking from personal experienco
of the lads, I never saw a happier or sleeker
crew on any plantation—and I have seen some,
They have no union, and they don’t faint if
they are asked to do anything just as the hour
for knocking off is sounded; in fact, with
kindness and considerateness, they will work
on an average far better than n white mwan
fresh from the unemployed crowd would do.
Mr. Wilson states that it will be absolutely
:n]npossibla to worlke the plantation with white
ahour,

From other sources I hear that a snrnr com-
pany in this district paid 1) per cent last year
on the capital invested, and carried a fair sum
over to the reserve fund, Of course, they had
virgin soil and pood management, a state of
thinge by no means the rule on Queensland
plantations, where the barren gronnd has been
worked and worked until it is nothing short of
8 speeial providence that will cause a crop at
all, let n._h%l]& a paying one. 1t may Le taken ag
a rule thiat one ton to the acre is paysble
—anything Jess than that means bankruptay.
Gentlemen wholive in Brishane, and who have
never invested more than 4d. at atime in sugar,
should think when talking of abolishing
kanaka labour that it means robbing many of
their fellow-colonistsa who ~wewe invested in
some cases a very substantiaimen. All planta.
tions are not alike, either in their business or
socisal management ; but it is very hard to
compel innocent and guilty to suffer alike as
being all members of the same class, And
there isalways a tendency for prominent states-
rmaen to play the Exeter Hall stage at home,
knowing that thence cometh the coveted
K.C.M.Q, that is the colonial patent of nobility
—in some colonial eyes.
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MIVA GENERAL STORE

The store was opened on November 1, 1900, by William
Nahrung, in a room off the kitchen and was naturally in a very
small way. He had to face the disastrous 1900-1902 drought,
but the store survived. Warrys Ltd and Horsburgh & Co were
his main creditors. In 1905 he built a small shop close to the
house and bought the fittings from Stuckey’s store at Kanyan.
When the Kilkivan branch railway line was an assured fact, it
was thought that it would branch off at Kanyan, and Mr
Stuckey built a store and hotel there. However, Kilkivan
Junction, now Theebine, was decided on and Stuckey’s store
was never opened. Among the fittings purchased for the Miva
Store were the counter, a 6ft by 6ft window, and the front door.
This door is still in constant use at the Miva Store as a back
door.

“Alandene” 1922, now WIill and June Nahrung's home.

Miva Store and “Alandene™.

Inside Miva Store, 1927.

R
»

In 1912 William added ten feet to the rear of the shop to be
used as a store room and this allowed him to carry extrastock.
On dJuly 1, 1916, his elder son, Alex, took over the store when
supermarkets were undreamt of, and inflation was something
that happened to balloons but not car tyres - in those days car
tyres were solid rubber. In his history of the store, Mr Nahrung
wrote: “Prices when I took over included 70lb bags of sugar 11/-
; 50Ib bags of flour 4/-; cigarettes 6d a packet of 12; two ounce
plugs of tobacco 6d; four ounce plugs of tobacco 1/9; a case of
kerosene in oregon pine 12/-; 10 inch files 1/3; nails 6d a pound;
horseshoes 3/- each.”

In 1919 he added another ten feet to the rear of the
established building as trade had increased. A shed also was
built close by for produce and other heavy goods. One wall of
this shed was built of slabs, fifteen inches wide or more, from
the old Miva Hotel kitchen, built in 1884.

In 1926, Alex built a completely new and bigger shop facing
the railway line, and was now able to carry a wide range of
goods, comparable to any country store. It was known as “The
Bigger Value Store” and no effort was spared to make it true to
name.

Cars were becoming popular and three manually operated
bowsers were installed. A hand operated one still stands
outside the shop. A little later, a big shed was built to store
heavy hardware items and drums of petrol. These were
brought from Gympie on trucks fitted with solid rubber tyres - it
was a long and rough journey.

Tanker unloading fuel at store.
L. to R.: George James, Colin Nahrung, Alex Nahrung.
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During World War II, by almost sheer good luck, the store
had bigger stocks of galvanised iron and piping than anywhere
in the whole district and while most shops considered iron was
almost unobtainable, Alex was able to supply clients as far
away as Maryborough and Gympie.

Also, as the store had been operating for many years, items
that had previously been considered unsaleable were now
eagerly sought after. Almost every goods train would stop in
front of the shop and the train crew would come looking for
scarce lines, and people came from many outside districts to do
the same.

During the war up to a hundred Australian soldiers would
stop at the shop at any hour of the day or night for drinks, ice
creams and other items they saw and wanted. An Officer
always came early and advised about the time they could be
expected. Even the Americans would come. One time they
bought every case of tinned fruit that was in stock. On another
visit they took every article made of tin - billy cans, dishes, etc.

The shop was robbed on three occasions, cigarettes and
tobacco being the main lines stolen. Also by a clever plan a
person stole five drums of petrol over a period. Alex had the
distinction of being the first grocer in Australia to actually
deliver goods to customers by helicopter. In the 1955 flood,
customers of his were completely isolated by flood on the
western side of Munna Creek. He contacted the Gympie police
and told them of the situation. A helicopter was there for
emergencies. It was agreed to fly it to Miva if he guaranteed to
take food, mail and so on to the Glen Echo residents.

After 46 years in the store and surviving depressions,
droughts and floods, but finding giving credit and subsequent
bad debts his biggest trouble, Alex retired to Gympie in 1962.
During those 46 years, he bought out two opposition stores at
Theebine.

Alex’s two sons, Colin and Will, took over the shop and
traded as C & W Nahrung. They increased the stock and made

The Bigger Value Store

” __1927“

BOUGHT OF

ALEX. NAHRUNG

- General ftorekeeper

B L U E Makes more Cups
LABEL and Finer Flavor

Bushells Cocoa Has #al™ Clocotsly Jasle

1955 - Helicopter to take supplies to Glen Echo.

several alterations. One big innovation was to start a weekly
run through the Gunalda, Glenwood, Kanighan and Theebine
districts, delivering all kinds of goods, including frozen foods to
customers’ homes. This proved so successful and convenient,
that residents of Gundiah, where a shop had closed, asked for a
similar service. This was done every month. The partnership
was dissolved in 1975 with Will and his wife June carrying on in
the store and Colin getting work in a hardware store in
Maryborough.

Will and dJune continued with the district deliveries until
rising costs made the run uneconomical. They also found that
with the advent of supermarkets, their grocery sales had
diminished, though they were still able to provide full supplies at
reasonable prices. They decided to concentrate more on farm
supplies and hardware and have been very successful. In June
1981, a second store trading as Tiaro Rural Supplies was
opened in Tiaro. It would be hard to find any other country
store that has been run for eighty-six years by the one family.

GENERAL
STOREKEEPER

“THE BIGGER VALUE STORE"

FARTTEN BAGE FTV, LTD., BATERSAE
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CREAM RUN/GARAGE

About 1926 Mr Bill Sauer started a Cream Run, with Konrad
Krafft as driver. After some time, Alf Sauer took over the run
from his brother.

The Gympie Times reports in 1931 -

Carryving - Mr Alf Sauer, who has for some years been
engaged in a carrying business here, collecting cream, efc., at
the farms, and bringing it info Miva, and returning with goods
of all kinds, cream cans etc., has sold his truck and business to
Mr Fred Bulmer of Theebine, who has come to make his home
here. Mr Bulmer is by no means a stranger and the good work
so ably and agreeably carried on by Mr Sauer, will be in good
hands with Mr Bulmer at the wheel.

Fred Bulmer's truck 1930's. A canopy was added later.,

Fred Bulmer bought a new Morris truck from Gilliland’s
Garage in Gympie. At the time there were fourteen suppliers
whose cream was carted into Miva and sent by rail motor to
Gympie and Maryborough. Fred also carted a lot of potatoes,
pumpkins, corn, lucerne and pigs, in to the train. He and his
wife settled at Asmus Kunst’s place in 1932, living in a slab hut
with an antbed floor, shifting to Blackwell’s in 1935, and to Miva
in 1947, where he had built a house and garage. To

Blackwells transporting cream to be collected by Fred Bulmer.

commemorate this occasion, a dance was held in aid of the
Ambulance, in his garage on 28th March, with the orchestra in
the back of the cream truck backed into the back ramp. Local
kids snigged bags of sawdust soaked in kerosene around the
floor for a week before, to give it a shine.

He started a cream run to Gympie in 1939, which reached a
peak of forty-three suppliers, including Old Maryborough Road
suppliers. Only four of those forty-three are left now. Ironically,
of the thirty or so dairies on the west bank of the river that
supplied cream, the only one still operating today is Sauers,
where the cream run originally started.

Bulmer's Garage not long after it opened. Fred, in the doorway, and his
Chevrolet car.

Newscutting 1931 - Miva

(from our Correspondent)

Cream Supply - A fair supply of cream is still coming and
Mr Bulmer is running three times a week, bringing the cream
&c., in to the siding. Talking about cream - a rather creditable
record was put up here by Mr W. Gesch and his daughter,
when a certificate of merit was conferred upon them from the
Wide Bay Dairy Association for having forwarded all first class
cream to the factory for twelve months, without a break.

Keith Bulmer joined his father in partnership in 1960, with
Fred doing the garage work while Keith locked after the truck
work. Fred retired to Gympie in April, 1970, and the garage
work tapered off from this time.

The business became a fuel agency in 1937 for Texaco, and
has since changed to Caltex. It was an agency for B.P. COR as
well as Caltex for a time. During the War years, all fuel had to be
paid for in cash. In the early days, Caltex fuel came in drums by
rail to Miva, then was delivered in bulk tankers from
Maryborough, and today has to be collected from the Urangan
Terminal.

Bulmers is said to be the oldest agency in Queensland,
perhaps Australia, to remain in the one family.

From the commeéntary on Local Business Enterprises of the
early years, it can be gleaned that this business and the Miva
Store are the only ones that have survived, however others
have begun.

In 1949 with a decline in the use of the truckingyards at Miva
because of the advent of cattle trucks, a road transport
business was established by brothers Norm and Len Neilsen.
Norm did most of the driving, carting livestock to various
centres. In 1955 Len took over the business on his own carting
livestock and general goods. Now in 1986 the business is in
the hands of his son Barry.

A School Bus Run commenced in the early 1960’s and still
operates today transporting local children to school at
Theebine. '

Another comparatively new enterprise in the district is
tourism. Mr Colin Atherton has opened up a strip of Munna
Creek on Miva Station for the weekend and holiday camper
and caravanner. As the whole of his property is a gazetted flora
and fauna sanctuary, it is full of interest for the visitors whose
numbers are steadily growing.

This page sponsored by: THE SHALE FAMILY — Maryborough

29



BUTCHER SHOPS

Butcher Shop.

August Gesch owned a butcher shop during Bridge
construction days, probably in the vicinity of the fig trees, with
slaughter yards just above the cemetery. A shop was also
owned by Tom Gayney from England, situated at Dickabram
with beef supplies coming from Miva Cattle Station.

In 1926 Charlie Kunst built William Nahrung a butcher shop
across the road from Bulmer’s Garage. The cement floor still
remains and O’Sullivans now live in the house. The slaughter
yards were opposite the cemetery, well back from the road.

Caesar Elsworth was Mr Nahrung's first butcher, staying for
twelve months andleaving to build a shop at Theebine. He ran
it in opposition to the Miva one, with meat deliveries to Glen
Echo. Fred Bulmer was driver for Mr Elsworth, whose vehicle
at the time was a Whippet truck.

Mr R. Hales moved from his butcher shop at Paterson to
manage the Miva Shop until 1930. Miva’s next butcher was a
Mr Percy Langley, who was followed by Augie Heidemann.
During this period the shop was owned by the Nahrung family,
being passed on from William to his son Norman.

It was sold in 1947 to Mr Langley who stayed on until 1950,
selling out to Mr Atherton. Eric Parker butchered for Mr
Atherton for a while, and Ben Guinea leased it while he was
running a shop at Gunalda.

The Miva shop closed in 1951, with Mr Guinea buyingit from
Athertons, and shifting it to Gunalda, where he rebuilt it over
the top of the old shop. He then pulled the Gunalda shop away
from underneath.

MIVA

. 1947
Ml b_Lparl]
Dr.to P. LANGLEY

BUTCHER

“Best by Test to Digest”

Bushells—tke Tea of Flavor
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Kangaroo Jack, so the story goes, was a cattle duffer

who had a butcher shop up along the railway line past Miva,
during bridge construction days.
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There was a butcher hard as nails,
Who stood with his fingers on the scales.

1949 - Newscutting

QOutsize Sweet Potato - An outsize in sweet potatoes was
brought into the ‘Gympie Times’ office on Thursday by Mr
Percy Langley, butcher, Miva. The sweet potato, which is of
the red variety, weighed 15Y% Ibs. and was part of a bunch
which weighed 35 Ibs. Mr Langley says he is not a farmer, but
the tuber shows that he knows how to grow large sweet
potatoes. Howeuver, he gives credit to the rich soil of the Miva
district. He has arranged for the sweet potato to be displayed
at Mr Mat. Drummond’s shop in Mary Street.

Inside Butcher Shop,
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SAWMILLS

It would appear from the following news items, that
McDermott and Owen had their own sawmills at Dickabram
during the bridge construction. The Sawmill Bridge, naturally
takes its name from the sawmill sited close by during
construction of the Kilkivan Line.

Maryborough Chronicle - 8th November, 1886:
Sawmill and other Plant for Sale.

The undersigned have the following PLANTS for disposal,
which will be sold cheap, viz.

SAWMILL No. 1 - :

Comprising One Ruston, Proctor, and Co.’s 12 h.p. Portable
Engine with link motion, Reversing Gear, and all the latest
improvements (suitable for mining purposes, if required), with
Circular Saws up to 5 feet diameter, Benches, Belting,
Trolleys, &c., complete.

SAWMILL No. 2 -
Comprising One Marshall and Sons 10 h.p. Portable Engine,
with Saw Benches, Circular Saws, Belting, &c., complete.

Both Engines are nearly new, and are in First Class Working
Order, and will be sold separately or with the Mill Gear as
working at present.

Also,

One of Shank’s 3 ton Hoisting Engine, used for Pile Driving
(in first class order), 10 Crab Winches, 50 Pulley Blocks, Single,
Double, and Treble; Ten (10) inch Centrifugal Pump and Pipes,
Hydraulic Jacks (10 to 12 Tons), and a Large Quantity of Plant
of Various Descriptions.

Also,

30 Heavy Draught Horses: 3 Heavy Draught Mares, with
Harness, Tip Drays, Timber Waggons, &c.

INSPECTION INVITED

McDermott & Owen, Railway Contractors, Kilkivan Branch
Railway, Main Camp, Dickabram.

Blowers had sawmills in the district in the early 1900’s. One
was situated just west of Miva, and was later shifted even
further west. It appeared in those days, that sawmills were
moved around to be close to where the available timber was
being cut. One other mill recalled (ownership unknown), was
situated in Birt’s paddock.

In about 1942 Maryborough sawmillers, Fairlie and Sons,
planned to expand their operations to Miva, and built
‘Nonsuch’ (workers’ quarters), and delivered a large, second
hand steam engine to the site. Timber had been cut for mill
houses and the sawmill building, when their Maryborough mill
was destroyed by fire.

Rebuilding their Maryborough operation took first priority;
then the Miva mill was eventually built, and started operations
in 1955 powered by a 40 HP diesel Southern Cross engine. This
was converted to electric power some time after electricity
came to Miva in 1959.

Three experienced mill hands were employed at the start,
but as these left, their places were filled by Miva farmers trying
to make ends meet. The mill continued in a small way with
electricity pole cross-arms being one of their mainstays, until
the credit squeeze of 1963 saw the mill close.

Jack Blowers had a sawmill at one stage on Athertons,
with his camp rather close to the river bank. The 1893 flood
surrounded his place, and all the chooks, dogs and cats were
shipped to safety in a ship’s tank.

Newscutting -
extract from an address by Mr Lambert Hyne 1933

To those not acquainted with the business [ might mention
that the old pit-saw was a pit or trench dug out of the earth,
over which the log required to be sawn was placed. Chalk lines
were then marked on the log to indicate the position of the
saw-cuts to be made. One man stood on top of the log and his
mate was in the pit underneath. The saw was then pulled up
and down by those two sawvyers until the cut was completed. It

will readily be imagined that the ‘box seat’ in pit-sawing was
held by the man on top, as the poor fellow in the pit became
covered with sawdust at every stroke of the saw. Doubtless if
Arbitration Courts had existed in those days the poor under-
dog would have received extra pay for dirt, or should I say
‘dust’ money. However those were the days before awards or
Arbitration Courts and he just got along on the usual 5/- per
day. However, I understand he could, if he so desired, keep the
sawdust - this, of course, may have been some slight
recompense.

CATTLE YARDS/
PIG YARDS

The cattle loading yards were built at Miva Railway Station in
1925 by local graziers with the timber supplied by Mr Atherton.
Prior to this date cattle were taken to trucking yards at Curra
and big mobs of cattle, mostly from the Burnett, were driven
over the Bridge. Alex Nahrung recalled seeing drovers take
two hours to get a mob across the Bridge, despite every
strategy possible. On some occasions they were not
successful.

Miva cattle trucking yards.

Newscutting - 1931:

Cattle - Cattle have been moving briskly and our truckindg
yards have again proved a paying proposition for the Railway
Department. For many vears the residents had tried to get
cattle trucking yards here, but the department could not see its
way clear. A few vears ago, however, a public meeting was
held, and the stock-owners decided to erect the yards, if the
Department would make the necessary alteration to the
Siding. This was done, a fine longloop line being put in with the
loading ramp and crush, and a few days ago Miva was made a
temporary staff station, which was considered necessary to
cope with the ftraffic. “Dovedale” Stdtion forwarded a fine
draft of over five hundred bullocks, by three special cattle
trains and all went off smoothly and well, in good time. This is
the second day on which “Dovedale” has sent three special
train loads. “Mount Joseph” and “Mount View” both trucked
smaller consignments of bullocks, while three lots of cattle
arrived here for various owners.

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA

Loading Bullocks - A very nice train load of 158 bullocks
from “Dovedale” left here, for the meatworks lately and Mr
J.H. Atherton dispatched about 60 very fine cows by road to
the City Butchering Co., Maryborough. This company has
bought fat cattle from Miva Station for years now, and the
quality is very highly commented on.

Baconers - The forwarding agent for the Queensland Co-op.
Bacon Association Ltd., Murarrie (Mr W.C. Nahrung) sent
forty baconers to the works on Wednesday last.

Around 1930 pigs were consigned to factories via agents.
June 1935 saw the first pigs railed “over the scales” from Miva,
allowing the farmers to be paid at once by the agents for their
livestock. Calves too were sold in this manner. In 1948 they
were selling @ 4d per lb.
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In 1939 new pig yards were built; it is thought by Stan and
Cecil Jenkins. Stan loaded and Cecil carted from outlying
areas. Miva then boasted two sets of pig loading yards - the
others belonged to Jim MacDonnell from Gympie who it is
believed loaded for Huttons. Steve Larner took over the Doboy
agency from Stan Jenkins and later Norm Nahrung was the
agent but because of declining pig numbers he chose to load at
Gootchie as there were more pigs in that area.

The cattle yards were eventually pulled down by the railway

and burnt in the late 1970’s. The pig yards had been removed
much earlier.

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA
Pigs - A trucking of 38 nice baconers were sent from here to
the Queensland Co-operative Bacon Association Ltd.,
Murarrie by the local agent. The price is a little more
encouraging, and it is hoped it will not drop as low as in the
past s?ason.

In the 1930’s - baconer pigs were bringing 5%d. per Ib;
cows were worth 15/- to 25/- each; potatoes, 8/- to 10/- per
bag; sweet potatoes, 1/9 per quarter; corn, 4/- per bushell;
tomatoes 3%d. per Ib; chaff, 4/- per bag.

TEAMSTERS

As areas were taken up by the settlers and squatters,
teamsters moved in and cut trees - many of these were rafted
down river to sawmills in Maryborough.

Percy Krafft's bullock team.

The late Mr A.D. Carswell was responsible for the log traffic
in the river at Miva Crossing and was trying to clear logs from
one of the bridges not long before it was washed away. This
gentleman toc“was an excellent swimmer and was involved in
diving to undo bolts, in order to salvage some of the timber
from the wrecked bridge.

With the construction of the Dickabram Bridge and Railway,
Miva railway yards became a hive of activity. There were both
horse and bullock teams in those early days. The former had up
to 14 horses to a team, but 10 was the usual humber. The
bullock teams generally numbered between 22 and 26, though
Fred Krafft and Jack Krafft drove teams of 30 each. With the
larger ones the front half of the team was driven while the back
half was spelled, then the back half was worked while the front
half was rested. Jerseys, black, red and white, and roan were
favoured - Herefords were regarded as “too soft”. One of the
earliest teamsters recalled who hauled into Miva was Willie
Gesch. No doubt he hauled some of the Dickabram Bridge
timber. On the Dickabram site one of the hauliers of bridge
timber was a man named James Balkin who hailed from
Gunalda. Others driving bullock teams were Tom Jensen, CIiff
Rayner, August Kunst, Mr Stegeman, Mr Blackwell, George
Ganley - he is said to have hitched logs one behind the other to
drag them down from the mountains, Jack Blowers, George
Blowers - who had two teams, Percy Staples, Alf Kunst, Alf
Sauer, Dave Adams, Bill Schiefelbein and Vic Birt.

Those who had both horse and bullock teams hauling to
Miva included Ted Rayner and Percy Krafft, Those with horse

Krdfft's bullock team at Miva Siding.

teams only were Mr Westlake, Fred Jensen, Ernie Kunst and
the Fitzpatrick brothers.

Tom Jensen had links with the Gunalda Sawmill and hauled
the timber for Sauer’s house at their property at Miva in the
early 20’s. It went from Miva to Gunalda by train, then the sawn
timber was sent back by train.-He also hauled for Blowers’ mill

when it was situated past the cemetery on the road to Glen
Echo.

f e b
LU
One of the first timber trucks in the district.

Percy Krafft hauled the timber for Atherton’s house to Miva,
in the 1920’s, and it was sent to Hyne & Sons in Maryborough
to be sawn. Hyne & Sons was established there in the early
1880’s and remains in the same family today. Mr Krafft hauled
the stumps in long lengths to the house site and they were cut
up on the spot. He was the last of the local teamsters, but
continued hauling timber on trucks.

Most of the teamsters mentioned hauled hardwood, though
many were involved with hauling pine from the Urah mountains
- incredible quantities and incredible quality. The district timber
industry continues today, though on a lesser scale.

Percy Krafft with huge log ready for unloading at Miva.
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Newscutting - 2.5.1931 - Miva:

Bullock Teams - We have had a visit from the oid bullock
teams again, one time no notice was taken of these strings of
bullocks; but owing to the dullness of the timber trade, they are
a rarity now, and it is hoped that the trade will revive, and their
presence in the railway yard will be a daily occurrence.

Newscutting - 1939.

Chance for Queenslander - A bronze plaque worth £20, will
be offered by the Aviculture Society at its bird show in May for
the champion talking parrot of Australia.

It does not matter whether it is a macaw or a white
cockatoo, whether it swears or whether it speaks in a foreign
tongue, all are eligible, all are welcome. A Queensland parrot
caged near bullock drivers should win hands down!!!

At one time eleven bullock teams and one horse team
were hauling logs, mostly choice pine, from the Urah
mountain.

POST OFFICE/
RAILWAY STATION

Quote from Century of Settlement 1859-1959:

Before the advent of the railway, mails from Miva were left
at Thompson’s Flat (a mail-change) by Cobb & Co’s coaches.
An aborigine, known naturally enough as Postman, used to
collect the mail, running all the way. A stick with notches was
given to him with the mail - one for each letter.

Cobb & Co coach.

As mentioned earlier, the Dickabram Post Office was in
operation during the construction days from 20th December
1884, till 31st October 1886. Postmasters/Mail Contractors
during this period were W. Reid, J. Coleman and G. Ryland.

A Receiving Office was opened at Miva Railway Station on
10th March 1887, the first Receiving Officer being Mrs
Elizabeth Griffin, who was also Gatekeeper and Station
Mistress at Miva. Three mail services operated from there in
1888. One from Dickabram and the Miva area direct to
Running Creek, then Brouyer and Woolooga, direct to
Kilkivan. The second from Dickabram direct to Woolooga,
then through Widgee, Black Snake, Kilkivan to Boonara, and
the third from Miva to Miva Crossing, then Miva Station and
onto Running Creek. The distances were 45 miles, 66 miles and
16 miles respectively.

et

A Parcels Office opened at Miva in 1902, and in 1907 twenty
bags of mail were being despatched and received per week.
The office was raised to a Post Office in 1908, with the Railway
Department taking control for £14 per annum. The Miva
Gatekeeper carried out the duties. In 1915 trunk line facilities
were introduced with a telephone instrument placed in the
Miva Gatekeeper’s cottage. For this additional work she was
paid £6 per annum. A public telephone was installed in March
1916. The phone service was automatic in 1973.

Tenders were called for two mail services operating from
Miva in 1911:

M.S. 136A: Miva Railway Station and Mudlo and Theebine via
Coulsen’s, Munna Creek School, Whampoo, Miva Station,
Krafft’s, Jensen’s, Narambi, De Lisle, Marodian, Ballungan,
Laurie, Hedge’s, Schacht’s, Yorkies, returning via Yorkies,
Pierce’s, Dombrow’s, Ballungan, Narambi, Krafft’s, Miva
Station, Whampoo, Munna Creek School and Coulsen’s to
Theebine, once a week.

M.S. 136B: Miva Railway Station and Mudlo via Coulsen’s,
Munna Creek School, Whampoo, Miva Station, Krafft’s,
Narambi, De Lisle, Marodian, Ballungan, returning via Yorkies,
Pierce’s, Dombrow’s, Schacht’s, Hedge’s, Narambi, Krafft’s,
Miva Station, Whampoo, Munna Creek School and Coulsen’s
to Theebine once a week.

M.S. 331: Kilkivan and Black Snake via Spring Farm, once a
week.

During the 1920’s and early 30’s, M.S. 136 was operated
twice per week by George A. James. He travelled the distance
on horseback - 32 miles out one day and 35 miles back the
following day. For this he was paid £150 per annum. In 1938 the
mode of transport was changed to motorcycle, enabling the
run to be completed in one day.

In 1934 it was taken over by Mr Jack Blackwell, who
continued for about five years until Mr C.L. Neilsen took over.
The service changed hands again about 1943 with Bulmers
taking charge.

Mrs Radel became Station Mistress and Post Mistress in
1955. Her rather long hours of attendance were: 9am - 1lpm:
2pm - 8pm, Monday to Friday; 9am - 1pm, Saturday; 9am -
10am, Sunday and all holidays.
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In 1973 the Railway Department withdrew the Station
Mistress from Miva and from then on it was worked as an
isolated siding. The Post Office and Commonwealth Savings
Bank then came under private control and were conducted in
the fettler’s cottage by the previous Station Mistress, Mrs Jean
Radel. Her hours of business were 8.50am - Ipm: 2pm - 5.20pm,
Monday to Friday and 8.50am - 11.20am, Saturday.

Following the resignation in 1974 of Mrs Radel, whose
husband - a railway worker - had been transferred to

Maryborough, Mrs Maisie Downing took control of the office,
which was eventually closed on 30th January, 1976. From that
date Mail Service 726 Miva to Palfrey’s, from Theebine, came
into operation. Now M.S. 726 is controlled from Gunalda Post
Office.

Miva Railway Station

Miva Railway Station, Fruit Shed and Produce Shed.

The Post/Station Mistress was in charge of all railway
business, which at Miva was quite substantial with incoming
goods, and outward consignments of produce, timber,
livestock, etc., as well as selling rail tickets to passengers.
excerpt:-

MARYBOROUGH RAILWAY AND BRANCHES
Time Table from August 1st, 1892,

Between MARYBOROUGH and
KILKIVAN - Fares: Single, 11s11d, 7s10d
Return, 17s11d, 11s9d
Maryborough, leave - a.m. 9.45 (except Wednesday)
11.30 Thursday only.
Kilkivan, leave - a.m. 6.25 (Monday and Friday),

7.50 (Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday)

KANYAN - Fares: Single 7s2d, 4s9d
Return 10s9d, 7s2d
Maryborough, leave - a.m. 7.15, (11.30 Thursday only),
p.m. 5.20
Kanyan, leaque - a.m. 8.43, (10.25 Wednesday only),

p.m. 5.35
KILKIVAN JUNCTION - Fares: Single 7s4d, 4s11d
Return, 11s, 7sbd
Maryborough, leave - a.m. 7.15, 9.45
(11.30 Thursday only), p.m. 5.20
Kilkivan Junction, leave - a.m. 8.39,

(10.20 Wednesday only), p.m. 2.25, 5.30
MIVA - Fares: Single 8s1d, 5s5d
Return 12s2d, 8s2d
Maryborough, leave - a.m. 9.45 (except Wednesday),
11.30 Thursday only
Miva, leave - a.m. 9.42 Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday,
a.m. 8.17 on Mondays and Fridays

Following is alist of most of the families who were in charge of

the Miva Railway Station and Post Office. Some may have only
been relieving for a short period.

Griffin Mullins Urquhart
Whittaker Thompson Wilson
French Edmonds Hibberd
Wynne Reid Radel
Burley Kurth Downing
Smith Francis

A railway weigh-bridge was situated behind the goods shed
and was capable of weighing up to 6 tons. Three goods sheds
were in use - one for produce, one for cream and one for fruit.

MIVA )
Extracts from the Post Office Directory
19095 [z9- .50 1947
._

MIVA. I Bow it 48, 8.

£1. Maryborough by rail.
Anderson Andrew, farmer
Athierton Frank. grazier
AtherLlon Jno. I1 giazier
Atherton John T Miva atation
Beneon Aumuat. farmer
Rlackwell .John. frmr
Blackwell Petor, frmr
Blowers John. farmer
Carleen Jolin & John H, farmery
Cles William, seleclor
Dawe John C. selontor
Neech Gea B orelactor
Qeach M~ Aurun, selector
Gesch Willinm, far Fmer
Grfn E regy

Hartvigsen Oona, lmnu
Hedges John, {srmer
Jumna ﬂootgc, farmer
Jonkins Mosea, {rmr
Jenkins Robert, J. farmer
Jeusen John, farmer
Johnaston Charles
Krafit Carl, farmer
Kunst Frllz, farnier
Kunat Gens & Jlenry, farmers
Lipsett Richd. frmr
Moade Miss, ichr
Mivs Cowper D|p Co
Nahrung Chas, E. (ror
Nubrung Geo. W, frmr
Nuhrung Konrad, selector
Nubrung Williem C. farmer
Neilwen Foter, farmer
Oyilvie Andrew, selactor
Ullen John, u.rpnn:-r
Orphunt James, selector
fm Frederick, farmer
R.Ayner Fdw, G. selector
Thampaon Mark, selector
Tuiker Henry, dnu)-mln
Wason James, fariner

Wilson Willism C. dairyman
Miva Crossing, see Mutius Creek,

WIVA, winz eAY. 43 m

B from Maryborn hy ral}
4nderwon Augost J, farmer
Atherlem Jno N, grasier
But Wm T, Inr, Muona
Blaokws!' Jpo E iror
Blowers Geg, sslr
fiuwers Jno, furmer

L)

Wl arobil. sicir. Menaa
ayer Heclor, grur

Dambunw Au-luh trmr, Yorkle

Edmonds Jas W, Inn)lmn

Pifisld Ino, canlr Yorkle

Gareh 'm. tarmar

b Ba

os P, Iarwer
James Goo, frmr, Munma
Jeaking Bobd T, jevmer
Japperson !Ill tmr. Muobs
ters

Hrafh B,
;ull ,‘r'::' twbr l:\‘lc"

Wraly P-uy ' uUmber guiter
Baast A T & W, hrmers &
prumisle

Kuost dndw T, Irmr & grwr
l—nu‘..—

Kupat Cleus H, tmr, Mumaa
Enpst Rrn, (e, Mucns
Kunas Fris tmr, Honna

Konst Wm, trmr & grer
lamge Em., foe, Mubos
Lawrie Edawd, mioer, Yorkis
Lipsety Hiedd, farmer
Maguire Pl* Ingthamn
Munns Coopr tup Co
Nuhrung Alll W, stere
Nalbruag @ro W, faruner
Nalirung Mrr
Nehrung Wm C, Irmr
Netlson Uhas fn'l' MunDe
Neilerc  Hoedor, el
Nraes Jas, dalry
Orphaul ‘I'nas . 1ng, Muons
Paifrey Predk, farmer
Bayper Cliftord, selr
Hayuer Harry, meir
hsuer Wm B, lror
'Ilolnp ron Mros, farmers
Uw. fmr, Munas

an
Wilon Wi o dllrv'ﬂnl‘

MIVA, Tiara Shire, 132
m N fr Hrin, 41 m B fr
Marylienoah by ol Vop 1M

Andernon AugusL J, farpier

Alherton Jnu H, gratler

Badior Robt, dsirymsn

Birt Fredk, fror

Blowers tvo, selsclor

Bulmer Fredk J, carrlar &
motor englneer

Carlsan Jims, frme (Mubse)

Uarlson Sven J. farmer

Uiakin Btan, frigrer

Tiawe J. frigree

Liny Parcy, frigrwe

Trisherly & Tloker, daley femrn

firsch Kea, earrlor

Geach P, datry frme

Hibbell Norman, dry

Jenkins Cecll, dalryman

hlli]ll\ N 4, dairy frme & Wk

Jnmm Wallace, dalry frmp
Jenkins Wi, daliyman
Wraft Fredk, dairy frmr
Kraft Nebi, dairy frmr
Kunwt Alex, geer

Kunst Alfd zf

Kunal Atth, grar
Kunal Asmus, feme & dalry
Kunet (‘Lwl R frmr lnnun;
Kuoat wd
Hiunal Ern, rmr [Musns)
Runal ¥k, grsr
Hunet lieo, grzr
Runst Ous J, free & dryma
Kunsi T H, dalry frmr
ll:ulnr‘?:.m 'i:-ﬂl

Pt ar,
Munne Cresk Dtate Babes’

Hiorskeoper & Petrol Bta-
ton, Miva. TELEPHOME:
1

Nahrung Alex W, strkpr

Nahrung Gso W, farmer

Nabrung Norm W, frmr &
dalryman

Nailssn chu frmr (Mugips)
Lsen dalry frmr

oxufo Owen, dsi rym
?h.ln! hl lrnr & daicyman
fray G Fyman

alulr Wn

lhn land lnr lﬂ.‘r'r
Alan,

Wumh Bay ﬂr’ n
Wilson W Herbl, farmet

Interesting comparisons can be drawn from the following
returns.

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA

Yearly Railway Returns - The following are vearly railway
returns of the Miva railway station for the vear ended 30th -
June last: Passenger tickets issued 870, fares £190; parcels and
miscellaneous £327; outward traffic - sawn and log timber 97
tons, freight £97; agricultural produce, including fruit 322 tons,
freight £429, merchandise 41 tons, freight £86; livestock freight
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£907; total goods outwards 460 tons, freight £1497; total
tonnage inwards 292, freight £499; total revenue outwards
£2014. The revenue shows an increase of £254 over the
previous year.

Fat Cattle - During the year ending 30th June last, there
were consigned from the Miva railway station 1465 cattle and
110 calves as compared with 663 cattle and 68 calves for the
previous vear.

Pigs - For the year ending 30th June last, there were trucked
from the Miva railway station 527 pigs as compared with 623
for the previous year.

Newscutting - 1932, MIVA

Year’s Railway Returns - The following are the returns from
the Miva railway station for the year ended June 30 last:
Outward passenger tickets issued 721, fares £132; parcels
£308; minerals 6 tons; log and sawn timber 302 tons;
agricultural produce 344 tons; general goods 56 tons;
livestock, freight £1011; total tonnage outwards, 708 freight
£1600; total tonnage inwards, 241, freight £378; revenue earnt
by the station, £2014.

Live Stock Returns - The following are the returns of the

stock consigned from the Miva station for the year ended June
30 last: Horses 8; cattle, 1925; calves 353; pigs, 396.

Newscutting - 1935, MIVA

Yearly Railway Returns - The following are the returns from
the Miva railway station for the vear ended June 30 last, the
figures in parentheses being the freight paid: Number of
passenger tickets sold 748, fares paid £259; parcel freight,
£383; log timber, 506 tons, (£419); agricultural produce, 331
tons (£275); general goods, 94 tons, (£164); livestock freight
(£1225); goods traffic outwards 931 tons, (£2113); goods traffic
inwards, 379 tons (£674); total revenue outwards £2655. The
revenue for the previous vear was £2478.

Livestock trucked during the vear ended June 30. The
following livestock was railed from Miva, the figures in
parentheses being the previous vear’s railings: Cattle 2616
(2011); horses 20 (9); calves 208 (174); pigs 570 (487).

Newscutting - 1938, MIVA

Railway Returns - The following are the yearly returns of
Miva railway station for the year ended June 30 last:-
Passenger tickets issued 387, fares £92; parcel freight, £352;
timber, 1596 tons, freight £1008; agricultural produce 197 tons,
freight £145; general merchandise 42 tons, £78; total tonnage,
outwards, 1835; [reight £2863; total tonnage, inwards, 396,
freight £611; revenue earned at Station £3307, as compared
with £2388 for the previous year. Dickabram Siding revenue
was £32, as compared with £22 for the previous year.

Cattle, Calves and Pig Truckings:- The trucking of stock
from the Miva railway station for the year ended June 30 last
was as follows, with the previous year’s figures in
parentheses:- Cattle 3205 (1803), calves 1331 (1833), pigs 792
(775).

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA

Special Trains - Our branch is doingits part towards making
the railways pay. 1 understand five special trains ran on
Monday, besides our usual regular train service. The rail
motor, which is looked upon as the passenger carrier, is often
packed and is standing up to the work well.

DICKABRAM
GATEKEEPERS

The bridge, despite its obvious traffic hazards, has a fine
safety record, and to the best of local knowledge, no serious
accident has occurred there since construction was
completed. One of the main reasons for this fine safety record
was the service rendered over the years by the gatekeepers.

This information from Mrs Gladys Hollis (nee Maguire) tells
something of the life of the Dickabram Gatekeepers.

“From 1927 my father, Patrick Maguire, was ganger of the
railway line from Theebine to Sexton, and my mother, Sarah
Maguire, looked after the gates at the ends of the Dickabram
Bridge. It really was a full time job as one had to open and shut
the gates each time a car or horseorwhatever came across the
bridge. The lights on the gates - that is one on each end - had to
be lit and filled with kerosene each evening. One had to look
after both lots of gates, so there was a lot of walking to be done
day or night when trains were due. Much time was taken.

“It was an interesting life as every few months the swagmen
came down the line from Kingaroy and would camp under the
bridge for a week or so, then go on. One fellow I remember was
Paddy Corbey, an Irishman, who always came up to the house
for a chat with mum, dad and us children. We went down to his
camp for achat sometimes after school. The Dickabram Bridge
served as shelter for a lot of people. The Bridge Gang came to
do repairs once or twice ayear and a Painting Gang every three
years.

“I used to read the height of the Mary River. There were
many floods. The readings were taken - up to 45 feet twice daily,
after that to 50 feet 3 times a day, and then after that every
hour. This was the hardest time, we took turns, day and night,
my mother, father, sister and myself. I was then ten years old.
Dad would go on the trike across the bridge to Miva where the
Station Mistress, Mrs Jim Edmonds, would relay the reports
on, as there was no phone at Dickabram. The readings were
kept in alog book which the Harbours and Marine people came
and checked every three months.

Dickabram Gatekeeper’s home when Maguires were there.

“There were many trains each day and our bread came from
Kilkivan three days a week on the evening train. The Guard
stood on the bottom step of the van and threw it down on the
ground, sometimes it was in one piece, others in two! The
gatehouse stood on about an acre of land and there were a lot
of bricks about which were from a fireplace which was pulled
down to put a kitchen and dining room on the back of the
house.

“The aborigines from Barambah Mission came through
every twelve months to go to a corroboree at Hervey Bay.
There were about thirty of them who camped under the bridge
and speared the fish, before moving on. The first time they
came along, my brother Henry, my sister Alice, Flo Gillies and
myself were at home alone just on dark and when the
aborigines talked it sounded frightening so my brother Henry
made us all get under the bed and he watched them through the
window. It wasn’t long before a knock came at the door. To
support my brother we all went out, and it was an aboriginal
wanting a match. He talked for a time and we found him quite
interesting. We were relieved.

“As there were no cars in those days, we used to go to
church and dances at Theebine on the pumper or flat top.
There were no motors, only man power. Anyone who took ill,
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or women due to have babies, were transported to Theebine on
the pumper, to be met by the Ambulance to take them on to
Gympie. At times the Ambulance would pick them up before
the pumper had reached Theebine.

“There was one lad who went to school at Miva. His name
was Jimmy Wason. Every day we stood and held qur breath as
he walked the arch right over the top of the bridge. When the
Miva School closed down, other Miva children and myself
walked to Theebine School every day, and in later years, Mr
Langley took us three mornings a week in his truck, and we
returned home on the rail motor three days a week. When a few
cars came around it was not so bad, as there were no trains to
suit if you wanted to go for a day’s outing somewhere. We used
to go to the pictures at Theebine, or dances at Theebine or
Munna Creek in Mr Langley’s truck. In 1934, dad bought a
‘Rugby’ car, and we could go anywhere.”

Following is a list of most of the Dickabram Gatekeeper
families, some may have been relieving for a short period.

Gritfin Maguire Egan
O’Gorman McCullough Woodhouse
Bill McKewan Ben Thompson Reece
Wilson Ramsay

Joe McKewan Alexander

Mrs F.A. Reece was Gatekeeper at Dickabram from 9th
March 1967, until her resignation on 31st December, 1972, The
gates were removed in 1974, and the services of the then
Temporary Gatekeeper, Mrs A.J. Murray, were terminated
from 11th October, 1974.

The latter action was made possible as the result of the
erection of a 6” high kerb for the complete length of the bridge
to give a 10'6” wide roadway. ‘Stop’ signs, ‘One Lane Bridge’
signs and ‘10 m.p.h. Speed Limit’ signs were erected at each
end of the bridge with lighting to illuminate them. This work was
completed by approximately August 1974.

The Gatekeeper’s residence was sold for removal to Messrs.
W.B. and J.W. Jones, Woolooga in April, 1980.

VAVAVAVAVAVAVAS

(N

Buimer's truck on bridge prior to curbing.

e

Bridge showing curbing.
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LOCAL ORGANISATIONS

RACE MEETINGS

Quote from “A Century of Settlement” 1859-1959

The ‘Sport of Kings’ had its devotees among the early
settlers too. The first race meeting was held at Jacaranda Hill
near the Miva Crossing Hotel in very early days. Mr James
Orphant, licensee of the Hotel, donated a silver cup for these
races. Today the cup is in the School of Arts in Mackay. Why,
no one seems to know.

The site of the racecourse was changed soon gfter to what is
still called the ‘Racecourse’ paddock, and now owned by Mr
Stewart Kunst. The last race meeting was held in 1913. A well-
known local jockey was Mr J.C. Carlson who rode many
winners and proudly preserved his jockey regalia.

The following items from the Maryborough Chronicle give an
idea of the activities of these race meetings held at Miva
Crossing.

Marvborough Chronicle - 20th December, 1882:
Miva Jockey and Athletic Club - First Meeting.

Boxing Day (Tuesday, Dec. 26th), and Thursday, Dec. 28th,
1882. to be held near the Miva Bridge Hotel.

Athletic Sports - Dec. 26; to commence at 11 a.m.

1 - MAIDEN PLATE of 30s: open to all comers who have
never won an advertised prize; second, 10s. Distance
100 vards.
2 - HOP STEP AND JUMP - Prize £2.
3 - SACK RACE, 50 yards; first prize, 10s; second, 5s.
4 - RUNNING HIGH JUMP - Prize £1.
5 - MIVA HANDICAP, 150 yards; first prize £2, second, 15s.
6 - THREE-LEGGED RACE, 100 yards; prize 10s.
7 - WHEELBARROW RACE (Blindfolded); prize, 10s.
8 - PIG WITH GREASY TAIL; winner to keep Pig.
9 - RUNNING LONG JUMP; prize, £1.
10 - BLACK GIN’S RACE, 100 vards; prize, 5s.
11 - BLACKFELLOW’S RACE, 150 yards; prize, 5s.
12 - SPARRING MATCH, with Kid Gloves, first three points,
prize 10s.

N.B. Three Entries or no second prize. All disputes to be
settled by the Stewards. Competitors for the Miva Handicap,
Hop Step and Jump and Maiden Plate, not being Members of
the Club, will have to pay a qualification fee of 5s. Entrance fee,
10 per cent.

Horse Races - Thursday, Dec. 28th, 1882; to commence at
11.30a.m.

1 - MAIDEN PLATE of £3, second prize, £1; for all horses
that have never started for an advertised prize; distance
one mile; w.f.a.

2 - THE STOCKMAN’S CUP, value Five Guineas;
presented by Mr J. Wyshart, with £2 added money;
second horse 10s; distance, one mile; for all bona fide
stock-horses, regularly worked as such, and grass fed; to
be ridden by stockmen employed in the Wide Bay and
Burnett Districts; w.f.a. To start at 12.15p.m.

LUNCHEON

3 - PONY RACE, for all Ponies under fourteen hands; once
round; prize £1 10s; catch weights. To start at 2p.m.

4 - THE MIVA HANDICAP; one mile and a distance; first
horse, £7; second, £2. To start at 2.30p.m.

5 - THE MIVA CORINTHIAN RACE; one mile; prize, £3; all
horses to be owned and ridden by members of the Club;
w.w.f.a. To start at 3 o’clock.

6 - FORCED HANDICAP of £3; second horse, £1; one mile.
To start at 3.30p.m.

7 - HURRY SCURRY: once round; prize, £1, catch weights.

N.B. Maryborough T.C. Rules. All disputes to be adjusted by
Stewards. Entrance fee 10 per cent on amount of prize. Post
entrance for all races. All races except Pony Race, Stockman’s
Cup and Hurry Scurry, to Jockey Costume. For non-
members, a quadlification of 10s 6d will be required for the
Stockman’s Cup and Miva Handicap.

H. Jackson, Sec. pro.tem.

Maryborough Chronicle - January 3, 1887:
(from our own correspondent)

The usual annual race meeting at Miva came off on Friday,
December 31st, under favourable circumstances. A large
number of people were attracted by the sport provided, and
the weather was everything that could be desired. The first
race on the card was the

MAIDEN PLATE - Won by Mr Wilson’s Tristan, stakes £3.

ALL AGED STAKES - Won by Mr Clarke’s Snip, stakes £5.

MIVA HANDICAP - This race was won by Mr Single’s
Hector; Mr Wilson’s Tristan - 2nd; Mr Clarke’s Snip - 3rd.
Dickabram, who also ran, went off the course. Hector won
hard held the whole way. 1st drew £8, 2nd £1 5s.

HACK RACE - welter weight for age. Hector won this all the
way, owner up. Dickabram again left the course. Snip came in
second, Stakes £3.

FAREWELL HANDICAP - This the last race on the
programme was won by Mr Wilson’s Tristan, carrying 9st. 5lb.
Whitefoot with 10st. wouldn’t accept. Monarch started and
came in last. Stakes £3.

After the races everyone repaired to Mr Orphant’s, where a
substantial repast was made ready. Later on the room was
cleared and dancing was kept up with great vigour until the
early hours of the New Year.

At the settling up Mr Wilson drew £6; Mr Smyle £11; and Mr
Clarke £5 5s.

Maryborough Chronicle - 29th December, 1885:

A fatal accident occurred yesterday at a country race
meeting near Mr Orphant’s hotel, at Miva Crossing. In the first
race, a youth named Albert Thrower, about 17 years of age,
rode a colt owned by Mr Wallace. Soon after the start the colt
overpowered his rider, bolted into the standing timber, and
came violently into collision with a tree, both horse and rider
falling heavily. On being picked up, young Thrower was found
to be badly injured, his skull and one leg being fractured. A
spring-cart was obtained and the sufferer was conveyed to
Gundiah Railway Station to be forwarded to Gympie, where
his father resides, but shortly after reaching Gundiah the ill-
fated youth died. The body was sent on by the train. The
deceased, who was, like most colonial youths, fond of
horsemanship, was pursued by fate. Twice previously he had
suffered injury by being thrown while horse racing; the third
occurrence proved fatal. He was a son of Mr George Thrower,
an old resident of Gympie.

MIVA MUTUAL
IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY

The following newspaper items are all the information
gathered to date about this Society.

Maryborough Chronicle - 6th September, 1893:

THE MIVA MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY.

(by the Orphan).

If a visitor upon alighting from the train at the Miva railway
platform, were to ask a native for references of local
institutions, he would undoubtedly be referred to the Miva
Mutual Improvement Society.

This page sponsored by: J. J. ORMES
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During the time when the Dickabram Bridge was under
construction, the presence of so many railway employees
rendered life fairly endurable from the many forms of
entertainment got up in the local school-room. But the navuy is
now an inhabitant of the past. Upon the completion of the
railway, he sought fresh field, taking with him his love for some
of his grandiloquently termed concoctions such as “Kill-me-
quick”, “Strike-me-dead”, etc., and the local residents were
thus thrown upon their own resources. Grappling with the
need, a meeting was held in the Miva Provisional School about
twelve months ago, and as an outcome of it, the Miva Mutual
Improvement Society was formed with a membership of forty.
A president, secretary, and working committee were
appointed and meetings of an instructive character held at tri-
weekly intervals for some time. The floods of February
however completely disconcerted the Society.s arrangements,
and the work dropped for the time being.

Fine weather having come again, meetings are once more
being held under the presidency of Mr L. Jenkins, and on
Saturday last members turned up in strong force. The
principal item on the evening’s programme was a “Spelling
Bee” divided into fwo sections, for children and adults, prizes
being given in both cases, and a very creditable display of
spelling was given. A programme of songs, recitations and
readings was then entered upon when the latent capabilities of
the Miva residents were brought to light, although many of the
artists exhibited a haughty disregard as to the tune of the
various songs given. It was resolved to hold the next meeting of
the Society at Munna Creek in a fortnight, when some
additional attractions will be presented.

MIVA SPORTS

During the First World War, Patriotic Sports days were
organised at Miva with the proceeds going to help the war
effort. Mention is also made of tennis and cricket matches.

Maryborough Chronicle - 26th October, 1893:

(from our own correspondent) October 25.

The monthly meeting of the Miva Mutual Improvement
Society was held in the local school room on Saturday evening
last. The subject chosen for to be discussed was the New
Australia co-operative movement, and judging by the rapt
attention which the audience displayed, it is evident that the
doings of the pioneer band are eagerly watched by those left
behind in Old Australia. The first speaker was Mr D.J. Bell,
who in a lucid and remarkably sympathetic manner described
the movement from its inception, paid a high tribute to the
founder, Mr W. Lane, and took his hearers across the ocean to
the locality granted by the Paraguayan Republic, and at the
conclusion expressed his opinion that the movement was
bound to succeed, so long as the first principles were adhered
to. Mr J. Lipsett followed and in a vigorous speech combatted
the assertion of the previous speaker. A graphic description of
the Apostolic Communism, was given, the Jesuit settlements
in early Paraguay were sketched, and the present movement
fairly criticised. The speakers principal reason for predicting a
downfall was the antipathy of the present inhabitants towards
foreigners, for says a late writer, the Spanish American hates
strangers almost as much as hard work. Messrs. K. Nahrung
and A. Gesch followed, but an ominous shake of the head of
the last speaker seemed to say, “With all Queensland’s faults,
love her still.” The meeting closed at a late hour, all agreeing
that the efforts put forward were noble ones, and deserved to
succeed. It has been decided by the Society to have a
demonstration at Christmas time, something similar to a
Welsh Eisteddfod, when substantial prizes will be given for
various subjects.

»* ® ok w

Wynne 4/) ; pair fowls, J, Kunst (W.
C. Nahrung 4/6); Lwo drakes, I,
Kraftt (W, C, Nahrung 8/), six hens,
Mrs, (., James (W. €. Nahrung

1ath 1076y ; L. bing potatoes, J. Nlackwell
A. Thompson, was  invig- l'\\". C. Nahrung 10/) ; 1 boag wuize,

e . ed Lo open function, but was JUT Kupst (I Nohrang 164/6).
Patnotlc Day at Mlva unable  to  comply with the reqguest, The cotmittee  alse  acknowledge
fwving; previously accepled an invi- the  undermentioned donwtions )y,

The recent Blivg patriolic sports in
aid of the Tiaro Shire patriotic fund
were held ou the Mivg school grounds
Therc®was a fair altendance, all tho
surrounding districls being represent-
¢d, 1L was arranged 1hagt BMiva,
Theehine and Kuanyun should com-
bine for the celebration of P’atriotic
Day, and the combination proved a
great sguccess in every way. An en-
ergelic eommitlee  was formed, with
Mr. . W. Nauhrung as sceretary, and
the following collectors wore ap-
pointed to canvass their allobted

latter having

Lo L7 runs.

fistricts : A, Naphrung (Miva and Alter the match all sul down  to

: lunch, which took;tho form of p h&s-
ket plenic, the committee providing
W. Caulley, Tu every easce Ltheir ap- the tewn.  Afferwards tbe sports pro-
grammoe was procecded with, Messrs,
Watlson and W. C.

Munna), €. Walson (Theebine), W.
Day (Kanyan), (. Gesch (Sexton),

peals mel with a hearty responso.
The weather was all that could ba 15, Rayner,

tation , to open g similar fete  at
Bauple, The day's sport opened with
a crickel meich, ladies v, gents, the
Howl left handed,
and bat with a round slick, Despite
theso handicaps, the gents proved the £2/2/, I3, ramcis £2/2/, K. Nah-
victors, defeating the fair sex hy 33
However,
‘proved themselves '“‘sports'” for at 1/. A, Llarner £L£1/1, F, wiar-
the conclusion ol
conducted the gents
where cach lady “shouted’ [or, onc
of the opposing  team.

I, Canlley £5, J, I, Atherton £5,
Jo H. @therton £3, W, . Nahrung
L£3/3/, Watson Dros. £2/2/¢6, M.
Jenking £2/2/6, 15, (L Jinyner Lo/-
2/, I', Dny £2/2/, 8. W. Larer

rung £1/1/, ¢, W. Wright, .£1/1/,
tho lodies E. M. Lewis £1/1/, W, Wilson £1/-
malch, they ner £1/1/, A, J. Shapland
the hooth, sear, £1/1/, Jey  Wood £1/-
V/, I, Bulmer £1/1,, C, Sullivan,
£1/1/, AMrs, Hindmarsh £1, J. W,
Blowers £1, 11, P, Kuust £1, C, 1L,
Kunst £1, Mrs, ieseh £, Mrs, San-
derson £4, Walter Patlerson £1, Win
P'atterson £1, A, Thompson 10/6, C.
Black 10/, J. 17, Blackwell 10/, C.
Neilson 10/, J, €, Catlson 10/,. 3.
J. Carlson 10/, 1, James 10/, A.

desired, and by L1 o'clock Lhe sports
ground presented an animaled ap-
pearance,

stalis had  been erected  on the
grounds, were  wll kindy of templing
eatubles, soft drinks, fancy work oL,
could ba purchased. Mesdaes Lpsetl
Caulley, G. W, Nahrung and W, C.
Nahvung werg in charge of the stall
and “Paddy’s’ market, while My,
Wynno capubly lilled the position of
parman, gt the solt drink booth, All
day long the assistants were kept
busy and by night practicully every-
thing was sold, All gifts donated
wore either sold in the stalls or pue-
tioned, a8 il was decided  there
should be no rullles ete, Mr, R, Lip-
sett, in conducting the auction, prov-
ot himself . capuble salesman.  Mr,

Nahrung were in charge ol the faces,
A feature of the sporls wag the large
nuniher of entries received, and the
#xciting tinisbey of all the races.
After the sports, an auction salo
of gifts took pluce, with the rollow-
ing  resalts y—Steer, donated py R,
Lipeett, bought hy W. C. Nahrung,
£5 ; bull callf, W, U, Wilkon (W, C,
Nuhvung £4); Jersey heifer, (. W.
Nahvung (IS5, (1, Rbyner £1) ;0 Jor-
soy cadf,  Miss Konnie Nahrung (1.
Roayner £2/10/) ; pig, W, H. Wilson
(G. Nahrung £1) ; goat and kid, Mry
W. Gesch (W, C. Nabrung 6/); plg,
I, IKKunst (W, C. Nalirung 5/) :, pig,
I, Harivigsen (W, C. Nabrung 7/6) :
tig, R. J. denking (J, Doawe 3/), Te-
donated .and isold to I Rayner 1/
(4/);  pair ducks, 1I. Knowjes ().

Anderson 10/, A, ', Kunsl 10/, A.
I2. Harlvigsen 10/, Wm, Kunst 10/,
W Birt L0/, W, Sauer 10/ W, Geseh
10/ Is, MHenderson {0/, A. Shapland
jimr, 10/, G, 18, Qesch 10/, A
Strawbridgo 10/, J. €. Jensen 10/,
. Anderson &/, Jas, Weir 5/, C.
Dakin 5/, R. Dakin &/, A Hollman
65/, Mrs. Balderson 5/, Miss llowep
5/, J. Gilin &5/, Mrs, Naylor 5/, T.
Krafl 5/, J. Wynue 5/, J. Iiddler
5/, R. Browuw 5/, W, McKowen 5/,
A Wilson 5/, I°, Birlt &/, . 1. Birt
6/, R. Radicker, 5/, J, Ormes 5/, J.
Mitchell 5/, A, D, Carswell 5/, A,
Helme 5/, N. Jeppson 5/, J. O, Wil-
son &/, I". Griflin 4/6. P, Terghofller
5/, A, Tullock 5, R, Iansen 3/, 3.
Steggall 3/, J, Dawe 3/, I© Kraffl
2/G,
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Other donutions were—Mrs, it
taker, table cloth ; Miss L. K I

table cloth ; W, Ilenter, 1 Lin biy-
cuits s Miss A Rayner, sweels ; Mvs
W. . Wilson, cake and sweets ; Mrs,
W, 11, Jilson, cake and swoets ; 1,
1, Rayner, vegelubles and fruit ; W,
U, Nahrung, vegotables | G. W, Nuh-
rung, vegetables ; Mrs. Kpnowlos, two
Moyleys ; Mrs, W, C. Nabrung,
pickles ; Mrs. K, Nehrung, hread,
hung and fruit; Miss Nugent, Bwactp;
Mrs, Lipsctt, cggs and cakes ;- Mrs,
Rayner egys; Mrs. Heatler, cakes ;
AMiss G, Wilson, bouquets ; Miss
Scotl, houquete; Adelinc 1.ipsett,
houguals i Mrs. W, Patterson, two
cases pines ;. Mrs, W. CGasch, fancy
work ;. Heideman, hund-nade
trauy : Mrs. W. ‘. Caulloy, fruit ; ond
Nra. M. Jenkins, cake

The total receipts were: Cosh do-
nations L65/12/6;  auction  sales,
£20/6," ; proceeds stall gnd entrance
fees, L26/14/2, grand total, £112/-
12/8. Wapenditures W, C. Nahrung's
accounl, £5/16/11 ; J. Dlackley's
account, £2/16/; A. Postle’s ac-
count, L1971 Mreights, 4/11; tol-
al, £10/7/72 ¢ leaving 4 credit. bal-
ance of £102/5/6 (o hie forwarded to
the Tfare fund,

/934
Miva Rodeo.

Outstanding Success.

NI

-

LARGE ATTENDANCE AND
TAKINGS.

‘The rodeo conducted at Miva on
Saturday by the Miva and Gunalda
Sports Committee and Maryborough
Show Society was an outstanding
success. 'The picturesque grounds on
the ‘bank of the Mary River made an
ideal getting for the campdrafting
and other events. No fewer than 570
adults paid for admission—children
being free. and around the ground
more than 100 cars were parked. The
total rakings ftor the day and the
dance at night amounted to £129, and
this as well as the attendance, is a
record for Miva and any of the sur-
rounding districts.

i main object of Lhe sports was
to decide the Miva-Gunalda represen-
catives at the rodeo to be held in
Maryborough in September from
which a team will be selected to rep-
resent Wide Bay at the Victorian Cen-
tenary Celebrations. The open cuamp-
draft and buckjumping and bhullock
ridlng events were the only ones con-
nected with this- competition, the
other events being conducted by the
two local sporting bodies.

The organiser of the chain rodeos,
as they were known, Mr. T. J
Strong, was present, and after being
introduced by Mr. O’Keeffe, Chairman
of the Miva Sports Committee, con-
gratulated the organisers on the
targe attendance. He also Dbrietly
sutlined the working of the
rodeos. Mr. O’Keeffe apologised [or
the abrsance of Messrs. E. H, C. Clay-
ton, M.L.A. and -B. H. Corser, M.ILIR.
who were to be present, but who were
prevented through siclness.

In 1923 the Miva Annual Sports were commenced, and held
eachyear at the Miva School Reserve. The first sports day and
dance was planned for the 17th November, or the nearest full
moon. They were started to raise funds for a piano for the
school, which was also used as a public meeting place. After
this was paid for the Sports continued with the proceeds being
used for public purposes. In 1931 the funds were used for
further improvements to the school building and grounds.

1934 saw the first Miva Rodeo.

The chief event in the morning was
,the maiden campdraft in which good
- e work was witnessed. ‘The scale
e points was as follows :(—Cul out
15, course 5, horsemanship v, liorse
work -0, total 100. M. Lewls collec-
ted the first prize with Rainbow, J.
Davldson being second with Blaek
Apple, and J. Paterson  third  with
Bessie.

Eleven competitors lined up in the
open campdraft, one of the elininu-
tion contests, and competition was
very lteen. In this event M. lLewis
achleved signal siccess. He secured
the first three prizes. while_Jfuurth:
place went tc Black Apple.,

‘I'he bullock riding was very excit-
ing and the exhibition of .riding a bul-
lock backwards .given by Peter Byers,
an aborigine from Euroka Station, in
the Gavndal district, was extremely
skilful. In this contest he and Jack
Owens, a former Gympie ‘boy, «divided
first prize, while Cameron Tucker,
who only during the last few months
took up station life, and —. Scholl
tied for second place.

A fine exhibitiun was put up by
Jack Owens on his buckjumper in
the buckjumping contest. It was this
fine ride which secured tor him the
finst prize, while Cameron Tucker and
J. Davidson tied for second. They will
be the vepreseatalives in Marybor-
cugh.

The other eovents weve all very in-
teresting and close finished, especial-
Iv (he Yoz and hending vuces, which
caused much excitement amonz the
crowd. Al the ontrants in the hunt-
ing events also performed well.

The buliocks for lhe camndraltinz
and huilock riding were supplied by
Mr. W, C. Nalrung.

Peterr Byers also entertained the
crowd with yodelling numhers, while
Dick Hughes, in hiz American cow-
boy outfit and on his cow pony, zave
a fine demonstration of rope throw-
ing.

Luncheon as provided by Mrs.
Maguire and ler assistants, and Miss
Nahrung had charge of the sweets
stall.

The proceeds will be divided on a
basis of 50 per cent to the Marybor-
ough Society and 25 per cent to eaclis
ol". the Gunalda and Miva Spoits Com-
mitrees,

THE EVENTS.
The results were as follow:
Maiden Campdraft : M. L. iss
Rainbow  14—2—32_n3 total 81
pglnls. 1 J. Davidson's Black Apple
1-~l—5—‘.'.\-~‘_’ﬂ. total 71, 2; J. Pater-
son's Bessie. 13—5-—30-—95 (otal 73
3. Other starters: M. Lowis"q Don 6<'
w. Bu-‘& Carbine 63, F. Keliher's
.&nphn'c_p{. V. Channer's Zig Zag 5.
A S0 Wilsen's Don 38, v hanners
:\IIoI!y 5L AL I Owen's Bess 9. A.
.\_m-rens_eu‘s Jake (lost beast), E. J.
Caulley’s Memory 53, V. Channer's
nlacl_t Bess_ 52, V. Birt's Tony 49, W.
Scheifetbein’s Bonny (fell),

Open Campdraft : M. Lewis's Bar-
ney 15—5—35—33, total -86, 1: M
Lewis's Blue Face 13—5—32—23, ro.
tal 83, and M. Lewis's Don 13—5—32
—:33, total 83, equal 2; J. Davidson's
Black Apple 13—5—36—28, total §2.
4. Other starters: A. J. Wilson’s Don
80, V. Birt's Tony 76, V, Channer's
Memorist 71, W. Scheifefbein’s Bonny
66, V. Channer's — 50, E. Keliher's
Saphire (lost beast), V. Channer's
Zig Zag 63.:

Buckjumping : J. Owens 1, Came
ron Tuciker and J. Davidson (equaly

Bullock riding : Peter Byers and |
Owens (equal) 1, Scholl and Came
ron Tucker (equal) 2.

Tilting the Ring: J. Orplhaunt.

Maiden bending race . J. Daviy
son's Dollie 1, J. Nahrung's Flirt 2

Maiden flag race: J. Paterdon |,
P. Jeppeson 2

Open flag race: P. Murray's Black.
Apple and Sonpy Boy, divide L and
2

Opcrr bending race: G, Alantas
Blue Face and G, Kessel's  Bonuy,
dlvide 1 and 2

Ladies' flag race :
1 and 2.

Mowden Hunt @ W, Tirt's Silver 1.
W. Turner's Pasha 2.

Open Hunt: V. Channer's Memor
ist 1 G. Manlz's Blue Face and Bur
ney divide 2. h

Two trophies weye disposed of du
ring the day and were won us (ol
low: Handbag, Miss . Nahrung ;
bridle, Mr. S. Mitchetl.

The hall was crbwded for the
dance at night, the music being sup
plied by Mra. Kunst’s orchestra. No
velty dances were won as follow: P.
Krafft avd Mrs. A.H@offman; 8.
Kunst and Mrs. Bulmer; L. Balder:
sen and Miss Adams.

Mrs. Orphant

MIVA SPORTS. q30

The sporting evenls resulted:—

Potato Rued (17 entries):—P. Jep-
psou 1 N. Nabrung 2.

Mclon Raee (7 entries):—N. Nah-
rang 1, A. J. Wilson 2. (P'rize of £1
donated Ly W. €. Nalrung.)

Tyre Raee (20 entries):-- D. Caulley
1, V. Morriy 2.

Milk Raee (15 entrics):—k. Lipsctt
‘1, W. C. Nahruug 2

Novice Bend (18 entrica): —P. Jep-
vpson 1, D. Caulley 2.

Novelty Race (13 cnotries):—>Miss
fBheehan aud E. Lipsett !, Miss Grulin
sand J. Davy .2/

Bowling at Wickéy (70 eulries :
BShapland. 1% U9 wutrlel) ~az,
Musical Chairs !gé ;:5;5'(!2 cutries):
w—B7hss Jenkinyg “an .-Day 1, Miss
Griffin and N. Caulley 2. (Trophies
presented by A. Nahrung and W. H.
Bauer.)
Tilting the ring for eurs (11  en-
tries) :—N. Nahrung 1. N, Caulley 2.
Tilting *the ring tor havees (19 en-
tries) :—P. Jeppson 1 and 2.
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1936 Sports conditions

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

O 00~ O

1

2

. 10

11
.12

Tilting at Ring - once around ring, 6 rings, must canter
or faster. No deliberate breaking allowed.

Melon Race - riding either saddle or bareback, about
100 yards to melon. 4 horses in heat, winner only to
compete in final. Rider to be off horse at word go.
Novice Campdraft - cut out time allowed from whistle
1Y% minutes. Judge to allow points at discretion. For
horses that have not previously won a campdraft.
Potato Race - 4 potatoes placed at pegabout 40 yards
distant. Rider to dismount pick up one potato at a
time and place in drum at stick and repeat till 4
potatoes are in drum. 4 horses in heat - winner only in
final.

Maiden Bend - 22 yards to first peg, 5 pegs six feet out
and one foot in ground, pegs 15 feet apart and 22
yards to return peg. Horses must do figure eight,
knocking stick out of the ground disqualified. For
horses that have not previously won a bend.

Open Bend same as No. 5, for all horses.

Open Campdraft same as No. 3 - for all horses.
Steer Riding - Judge to allow points at discretion.
Maiden Flag Race - 5 flags 22 yards to first peg and
pegs 15 feet apart. All flags to be put in drum off the
horse and in the event of missing the drum, rider must
put it in the drum from the horse. For horses not
previously won a Flag Race.

Maiden Hunt - for horses that have not previously

won a hunt. Hurdles 2ft 9 inches, 4 jumps to be judged

by table of points set out by the judge.

Open Flag Race for all horses same conditions as No. 9

Open Hunt - hurdles, 5 jumps, 3 ft 3 inches to be
judged on points set out by judges for all horses.

Novelty event - 2 jumps for horses over about 2 ft. hurdles

covered with cloth first jump to be taken with both
hands available for horse, then pick up a melon,
mount and jump 2nd hurdle with melon and then race
for finishing line, rider must be holding the melon
when passing winning post (saddle or bareback).

Ladies’ events 1st 5/-, 2nd 2/6 nomination 6d. Figure 8, last 2

15 ft apart and last 2 bend sticks.
Hunt - 3 ft and 4 ft jumps.
Nail driving, broom throwing and bowling at wicket.

A meeting of the Miua Sports Committee held in 1938 was
held “Under the stars” at Miva School.

Patriotic Sports - 2nd World War.

Miva Sports.

Miva Sports.

Miva Sports.
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Order for 1939 Sports Refreshment Stall
Luncheon Stall 3 5lb tins minties
28lbs butter £2 small lollies
5lbs cheese 6lb box Royal mixtures
5lbs tea 1 sugar bag peanuts
12lb mustard 80 doz bananas
40lbs sugar .1 case apples
4 gal. milk 1 case pears
24 double loaves 4 cases mandarins
30 doz. halfpenny buns 200 pkts (4.6.8)
65Ib. block cake (sultana) 200 1lb packets
£3 mixed cakes 200 lb packets
loan of 10 doz. cups 3 c.s ass. drinks
3 12Ib hams 1 box cigarettes
10lbs corned round 2 doz. plaids
5 loan of 2 doz. glasses

The following bicycle races were included in the 1940

programme. A grader was hired to grade the bicycle track.
5 mile Bicycle Race- Handicap 1st £2 & cup, 2nd 25/,
3rd 15/-; Nomination 6/-

3 mile Bicycle Race - Handicap; 1st 25/- & trophy,
2nd 15/-, 3rd 10/-; Nomination 4/-
Bicycle Race (District riders); 1st 15/-, 2nd 7/6,

3rd 5/-; Nomination 2/-
Ladies’ events were also run. The bicycle races were omitted
from the programme in later years.

During the Second World War, sports proceeds were again
diverted to Patriotic Funds. The 1945 Bushmen’s Carnival
realised a profit of £116.2.4, with donations sent to Red Cross,

Red Shield and Missions to Seamen. .
The eporting public were kept

busy by various comperitions
waeh as skittles and bats during
the ailernoon. Tvents were also

MIVA SPORTS AND o oo Sussming | tha

bt ol #he pole, o fine stiek of

SH(}W' ) 87 feet, taxed most peopl's
/ qzrlj’ Imaginntion as  teo height, but,

Mrangely enough, correet height

) . . Wiy guess=«l by  two _ persons—
&.200 Reahse(l From i‘l‘ﬁ. A Wilson (SEIII‘T)D;II]‘I Mo
. . . G Shapland, During the da
Blg Ddy u ham was raffled the \i:'inn:':' IJv!f
. R ' Ing Gwenda Carswell, My, Ross
A very sueeesslul day, o with ‘Hooke: winning w bridle npg M.
sports and show. coneluding with I, Blackwel] o pig.
aoNEmee ar nichis was heldal At lunen Me, G, W, Nahrunge
Mivio on Saturday fFreslf.lm'.?) introduesd Mr. 15 11
By lunch tiine what was proh- ‘C. Claytun, M.L.A., wno wis ‘IH'“:
ably o record grond had gather- #ent. with His. Cl&;r‘l.on and ‘ll:”"“
“ed on the grownds, and they, wit- :'ﬂ W-very neat speeeh he oflicial-
nessed o nosiinferesting num- Y declared the show epen. Mr.
ber o cveldw. The hoise con- - H, Wilson (secretary) moved
tests Wl vy leenly conlested, Mo of thanks tg Mr. Clayton
Bgﬁ" Borse amd rider giving ol W was carried with accluma-
theiv hist, and some events were - )
so closely  contested  thar the lnS'di the hail was full of tarm
tudge was the only person who and gafden produce, the two ex-
il decide the winner, hibits ol one farm (Iisp_]uys heing
tn the hucl eluss nine  very worthy of special  mention and
fhns horses Toeed the jndge, Colin certainly a credit to the exhihi-
Kunst whiined th Blue  ribbon tors. The eulinary  and  fancy
with Tibby an¢ N. R. Hibbett's WOIK secTiors were also very well
Paphne was secomd, There were patronised angd the prowess ol
11 enlries Tor the  bests slock the woninaiolk ot the district
horse, Mr. J. Malvine's Meamory would be Leadd ta oxcer aloany
heing ‘djmlgvzl first  and C othior =how The WAL (Miva
Kunst's Tibh, second, branchy had also o won-comjweti-
tive scuiion
The wood colling and sawing The domee ol pight wis Larze-
avents held  the  jarge  crowd Iy atiended, e door  tukings
spelibound  as  blecks  hit  the amounting te Liu, being o 1v-
Kground only fraclions of seconds cord For Mivie Tl large erowd
biween them, (5 Ward was in made the ooy space very  con-
oxcellent condilion to win hoth posted,  Mis, Koust's orechestoa
the uwunaerhand and open chop in supphed The eusic, Miss 150 Kunst
fine slyie, while M. Stevens won playing two o extras oand  Mro P
the novice chop. S, Kunst and [angley was M.C Mr.  ilenry
Ntevens wrostod the sawing from fhintvigsen aod Miss K Dualry
R, and 1", Krdft, wWore She winders ol the Moni»
arlo

Dance

1 box chocolates
1/- block chocolate
2 small tins minties
3lb boracic crystals
1 qal. kerosene

1 gal. petrol

13 gal. ice cream
30 hav-a-harts
silver cup val. 10/-
(bread and cakes from Axelsens)

Raffles

1 bridle 17/6
4 doz. boxes chocs. for sweep
cushion cover 10/-

A truit oand sweels stall, wilh
Mo T Lipsett i chiarge, alid big
binsines uring the  day,  while
Miss 2. Day with u bevy ol ladies
ivaked after the  calering  ar-
canvemuts. Luring the evening
Mro Wilsor thauked all Tor their
pitionsze and assistince, expeci-
ally judges wud  the committes
for *hoir energetic work and ane-
nonnced thee the takings wnoun -
od (o £19¢ Yor the day. This e
ount has increased tu  approxi-
mitely 3200,

The following is i list ul
evenlsy and winners :—

SPORTS,

(Judgo ¢ Mr. Ron Smith, Hroo-
vieena ; Starter o J. Co Carlson,
Miva).

Malon Race : J. Cooper 1. WY,
Byrnes 2 Polato Raca:
Kunst and (G, Caulley,  divide
Tilting the Ring: C. A, Kunst 1,
G. Caulley 2 Maiden Figure s
Les. Lacey's Acrobat 1, J. Mal-
vine’s Lonesome 2 Maiden
BVend : K. Huarvey’s Butterfly 1,
\W. Byrne's Lueky 25 Maiden
Plag : L. Lacey’s Golderes( 1, M.
Thompson's Sandy 2; Huut. J.
Malvine’'s Chester 1, 'C. Kunst's
High Rank 2; Hack ; . A
Kunst’'s Tibby 1, N. R. Hibbett's
Daphne 2; Best School Pouy : .
Kunst. 1, K. Brazell 2 : Ope;r Fig-
ure 8 :: L. Lacey's Golder»at i,
J. Malvine 2 ; Open DBend: (.
Kunst's Butterfly 1, J. Orphant’s
Lone Star 2, Open  Flag: C.
Kunst's Black Angel 1, J. O
phant's Lone Star 2, Lowling at
Wicket: 1. Neilsen; Slepping
Distance ; J. James : Height of
Pole ; Mrs. A, Wilson, senr., A,
G, Shapland (tie) ' Ladies' Kyents
—Rolling the Ball: Mps, 1 Lip-
sett 1, Mrs. J. A, Wade 2; Nail
Driving : Miss A, Wilson 1, Mvrs.
W. Jenkins 2; Throwing rhe
Broom : Mrs. G. Palfrey 1, Mrs,

T. Reid 2.

WOODCUTTING.

(Judge ; Mr Row Smith, DBroo-
weenda ; Starter and handicapper:
Mr. J. Thompson, Gundiah).
Novice Chop: S. Stevens 1, W.
Brady 2; Cpen Chop: G. Wmd
1. M Thompson 2; Underhand
Chop ;. Ward 1, M. Thompson
2 Sawing : 8, Kunst and S,

Stevens 1, P.oand R. Krafft 2.
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FARM PRODUCE SECTION.

Fruit Cake :

(Judge Mr. W, Szuer, Gynpie). G. W. Nuliung 2:
Ona Farin Exhibit R, Cars- ding - Mrs.

wi-ll 1. P Duy 2:; La.cernc Chaft: 1. Carseldine

G, W, Nahmang 1, V., Wright 2

Mixed Chalt . G W, Nahrung; Janes 1, Mrs.

Oaten Chalf » G, W. Niahrng Mis. P. Day 2

fuglish Polatoes : N. W. Nah- Jomos L M.

rung; Sweet Potatoes; G, W.
Nahiung ; Swedes: A. R. Kunst;

Pumipkin :  G.  W. Nahrung; 3 A, Kraftt 1,
Cobs Maize : G. W. Nahrung . Marmalade
Maize; G. W. Nahrung, Commer- Mrs, (. W

c¢ial Cabbage: J. E. Wilson ;
Heaviest Cabbage ; R. Hamble-
lon: TLettnee :  Elwyn Kunst;
Feetrool. 10 Krufft; Carrots @ A, Pest Cakeo
W. Nahrang ; Eschalots : Mrs. Thompson.
Guatiicr: French Beans ;. P. ay:
Peas: P. Krafft: Smoothleaf
Pines; P. Day; Ripley Pines: P.
Day : Papaws C. Beckindan; Hen
llggs : A, Nahrung; Honey: P.

J. Ttompson 1, Mrs. F. Kunst 2;
AMys P, Day 1, Mrs
Plum Pud.
. Kunst 1, Miss

PPlain Scones :
Mrs, A, Kunst 1, Mrs. J. James
. Horfuan 2;
Riscuits :; Mrs. J.
A. J. Hofthan 2;
Buns 5 Mrs. A, Pidwell 1, Mrs. P,
Kraftt & Domper (men) : Mr. F.

Mrs. ‘O. J. Kunst 1.

Mrs. R. Hansen, 1, Mrs. G, Lang;
Judge—Puft Pastry : Mr. DPaufi:
—udge—Puft Pastry : Mr, Baufli:
Show : Mrs, L.

FANCY WORK SECTION.

Judges ;. Mrs, Meiers, Woolooga,
Mrs. WMaher, ‘Gympie).

Coloured Work : Mrs. Clutter-

Krafft 2

2 Jelly :

Day buck 1, 8 J. Gordon, 2; Embroid-
CULINARY SECTION eréd Apron : Mrs. Clutterbuck 1.
Mrs, F. Cusack Tea Cosy
(Judge ; Mrs, E. Pike, Woolooga, Mrs 0. J. Mrs., 8. . ) ™
Dolly Vardeny: Mrs. H. Hooke Hoberg; Fancy Apron: Mrs. G, The final blow in an exciting race.

1. Mrs. N. Nahrung 2: Sposuge
Roll ; Mrs. J. James 1, Miss R.

H. Langley 1, Mrs. . Raynor 2,

Crochet I’Oyley : Mrs. 0. T

—Tom Summers winning from his
brother Vic., who holds the Aus-
tralian record, by one cut in the

Hooke 2; Plain Sponga2: Mrs., G. Kunst 1, Mrs. P Day 2; Milk Jug tree-felling competition at the
W, Nahrung 1, Miss B. Nahrung Cover Mis. P. Day 1. Mrs, ‘T T Miva sports. 19 =

2. lloney Sponge Mrs. A, Nah- Kurst 2; Shopping Dag + AMyrs, H; i
mng ;. Peaeh Blotsom ' AMrs. N 0. J. Kunst Miss B Kunst 2 ;

Nalirung 1. Miss (B. Nahrung 2,
special, Miss R, Hocke ; Rainbow
Cuke @ Mrs. R. Atthow 1, Mrs.
H. Hooke 2 ; Sultana Cakao: Mrs

In 1949 a public meeting was held and trustees were
appointed for the Memorial Hall (this was the school building),
Trustees - E. Lipsett, W.H. Sauer, F. Bulmer, G.B. Nahrung
and N. Nahrung. In that same year a letter was received from
the Department of Public Instruction re the transfer of the
School Reserve to a Recreation Reserve. It is interesting to
note that in 1950 the trustees took out a Public Risk Policy on
the Recreation Reserve with the S.G.1.O. for £1,000 cover for
an annual premium of £5.

Tenders were called in 1955 for the purchase for removal of
the school building. Two tenders were received but neither was
accepted, the trustees deciding to dismantle the old school
building and hand sufficient material to the tennis club and
cricket club to enable them to build sheds. These clubs paid an
annual rental of 5/- each in 1958, and Mr A. Nahrung was
charged 5/- for grazing rights of the reserve.

On 3rd March, 1977, a meeting of the Recreation Reserve
Trustees decided to close their Bank Account, the balance of
$52.46 being transferred to the Trustees of Dickabram
Cemetery.

MIVA BRANCH OF THE
Q.C.W.A.

Newscutting - 1928 (from our Correspondent)

C.W.A. Formed - A public meeting of ladies was held in the
Miva school on Saturday, April 14, for the purpose of forming a
branch of the Country Women’s Association. Those present
were Mrs Walker (President of the Gympie Branch), Mrs
Carey (of the Gympie Branch), Mrs G.W. Nahrung, Mrs A.W.
Nahrung, Mrs E. Kunst, Mrs P.R. Gesch, Mrs C.B. Heater,
Mrs P.W. Krafft and Miss Connie Nahrung. Mr G.W. Nahrung
was present by invitation to open the meeting. Mr Nahrung
addressed the gathering and then asked for a President and
Secretary to be appointed for the meeting. Mrs G.W. Nahrung
and Mrs P.W. Krafft were appointed to fill the positions. Mr
Nahrung then left the meeting.

Patelmwork ;. Thuarline Cyulley 1,
Mrs. ). Wide 2
Article: Mrs, G. 'H Langley 1,
Miss Elwyn Kuanst 2.

S'L?ll' Bag

Mrs Walker, as President of the Gympie Branch, then gave
a most interesting address on the objects of the C.W.A. Those
present decided to form a branch of the C.W.A. and the
following officers were elected: President, Mrs G.W. Nahrung;
Secretary, Mrs P.W. Krafft; Treasurer, Mrs A.W. Nahrung.
The election of three vice-presidents was left till the next
meeting. It was decided that the branch be a sub-branch of the
Gympie Branch and that meetings be held on the second
Saturday of each month, at 1.30p.m.

By June of that year, their numbers had swelled to fifteen,
and their first venture was to donate a perambulator to the
Gympie Branch to be left in the Rest Rooms for the
convenience of country mothers whilst in town shopping.
Meetings were held at the Miva School and at members’
homes, or occasionally at the Munna Hall and Glen Echo. In
December of that year, Miva became a full branch, rather than
a sub-branch of Gympie. The seventeen foundation members
of that year were Mesdames G.W. Nahrung, P.W. Krafft, A.
Nahrung, K. Nahrung, E. Kunst, W. Gesch, A. Thompson, E.
Lipsett, W.H. Sauer, H. Hartvigsen, P. Gesch, J. Channer and
Misses Wilhabel Nahrung, Konnie Nahrung, Nell Gesch, Mary
McSweeney and I. Channer.

The branch offered help to the needy in the district
distributing parcels of clothing and other useful goods to
families who had fallen on hard times. They came to the rescue
when house fires destroyed possessions of families. Parcels
called ‘Christmas Cheer’ were distributed during the festive
season. No record was kept of the assistance rendered,
remembering the Creed ‘I would be giving and forget the gift’.

Membership increased to 25 in 1930. They were very active
in fund raising, holding Euchre Parties combined with dances,
children’s Christmas Trees and from 1937 Fancy Dress Balls,
with a Juvenile Debutante Ball in 1948 instead of the Christmas
Tree. The big event each year was the Miva Juvenile Sports
Day, with various races - potato, egg and spoon, sack race,
threading the needle, and later included cookery and
fancywork sections.
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MIVA

Children’s Sports GatheTing

Sotupday, July 20, wus a gala qlay
for Mivan when 1Ilu-‘fcn|mul r-lnhh'vn:ﬁ
nports were Neid, e MI\'-'*_'II"M"'-[
of the QUUW.A, wis pexpunsiiy ot
the orgunlging of the Muoction, aml
the happy fncex of the clildren was
evldenes of Ihe pinasurs they bad -
rlveil Jrom the day’s sports, Children
were resent  Trom  Mivi,  Munna
Creck. Guultahy Gwoolehie,  Sexton,
pattervon, Theeblne xml Gunabdi dod
keen conrpetition in the vallous evenls
was the result,

‘A sliver cup, presented annually iu
memory of the lale Mrs, Ko Nuhrangz,
md awarded to the child winninz the
most wzgregate number of points at
the sporls only was won by Muaster
Y77, Hales of Patterson: while a spe-
« . prize of 5 was donated to the
eirl winning the highest nuber ol
volnts. nnd was won by Elsie DBolbl
crow,

In the Culinary and  Faney Work
Seetlons, although the entries were
nnt %0 many as in previous  yeard,
some flne work was exhibited.  The
School Wonk competilion wus Keen in
keveral sectlons, and we reel that we
coulld extend the prize list in thot
seetlon, aad thus create an even
greater Interest,

Mr. L H, C. Clavton ofMcinlly pen-
el the wports, Mr. W. H. Wilson acted
ae jidge, Mr. Geo, Blowers ax bandi
capper and starter  whilst Messrs,
W. H. Sauer, N. W, Nalirung, H.
Sauer, A, W, Nahrung, G. W. Nah
g, I W Naheung and O'Keefe,
gave viluable asslstance as fieldsmen
and nominution, getters,

Sincere  thanks were exlended 1o
them and many others for so ably s
dsting in many ways relptive o
the siuceasful running of the sports,
A stall with Mrs, B, Kunut as cone
sener, ably asslsted by Mes, L. J.
Jenkins and Miss B, Nahrung,  amld
Messrs, P Day and G, B Nahreone
dul e brisk true during the day, dis.
pensing dee cream, frult, lellies aud
“oft drink, desplte the frequent as
sertiont “one past hurry  w o they
would %1e sold out !

l"' lhe 1!00_|(m'_v stosthag . M, 1'%,
of Wovlooga, weted us e, find gave
keworil satistaction. whikst Mg, Clay
'ON Al My, Horrborenzlh, a ey
l\:.'"’,“gl" acted as Jidges iy e Paney

otk seetlon. ‘Thanks nyie et
lltl\lwn Lhree Wndley Cor their Khwlness

coming slong st wo ably ecueryving
et thelr Fitles, ALy, Jofrriee, of Gam
3_'::"0“"0 $udged the Nehuol Seetion
there 0:: ronled with no sunall lask. as
awards 88 keen competitinn, hut ity
we. gre ;'ﬂ.'e eeneral solisfacllon, anl
apd n.de.bletl to Jdm For hls Inter

RCUAR In Judglie.

The branch donated a large parcel of clothes to the
‘unfortunate settlers’ of Beerburrum in 1931, money towards a
Wireless Transmitting Set for the Outback in 1933, and in 1937
arranged for a Dental Clinic to visit the schools.

The C.W.A. organised the first Anzac Service at Miva in

1933, and still continue this fine work.

As a token from the Miva Q.C.W.A. in 1940 the branch sent
gifts to each of the local boys in camp with the A.LF. in the
shape of canteen orders with which to purchase sweets or
cigarettes for Christmas. A parcel was made up and sent
overseas to Sister Hooke, who left this district for service asan
A.LF. Nurse. Parcels of clothing etc. were constantly sent to
the Australian Comfort Fund to aid the Australian Forces,

1940

The dance at night, "with  dies.
Kimnst's orchestra supplylng the musie
Provided u happy thme tor those Dres-
eut. The children's free novelty was
won by Anddy Ulowers and L. Kunst,
A Moule Carlo Wultz wag won by
Mrs, Bulmer and partner, whilst one
free novelty was won by  Migs B
Nalrung and N N, Shapland, and
another by Mg L, Jenking and My,
V. Specht, Mre. (0 Nualirung proved the
winner of the conehre tournament, and
at the deawing of the raffle Nre, o1y,
Palfrey was the winner of the horse
NMes, Hlolmes, of Maryborough. annex
e the second prize of a wame roosl-
er, and Mr, G, Nahrung @ Pekin Ban-
tam.

Thonks woers extendedl to all those
who kindly assisted with donations,

The lolowing is a list of the prizes:

Foot race. § lo 8 years: Fay lHules
1. Joyce Buadior 2

Foot raer bhovs & 10 X vears: Ken
Jawes |, Irank Day 2,

IFoot race, girls § to Il years: Lola
Mevers 1, Clarice NKunst 2,

IFo0t riters, hoys 8 to 11 sears: Mel
Bolderow 1, Bob MHales 2,

Tyre raee open: L Coucl 1) Bob
Hules 2,

Tyre vace, hoye 8§ (o 11 yvears: Bob
Hates 1, Doue. Kunst 2

Tyre tace tiv b oyents: lvar Shap

land 1, Billy Bolilerow 2,

Fgg and Spoon rice, girls O oto 8@
Murviel Day. )

g and Spoon race, virle S to 1)
Llsie Bolderow 1) Gwen Hambleton 2.

Bgge and Spoon eace, givls 11 1o 1}
Lorraine Tales and Peoarl James (tie)

Tilting the ring, opeu: Mr. Claylon
I, Mrs, Lipsett 2. -

I*ool race. boys U1 to L4 Johu Mur-
ray 1. Arthur Sullivan 2,

Obstacle race to L1 yeurs: W. Bold
erow |, W, Simmonds 2.

e wheelbarrow race  to o 0l
years: Murra-Ward 1, Simmonds
Hales 2.

Three legged race. wivls: Ailsa Johe
ston-13. Kunst Lo Uales-V, INunse 2

Bike race to 1o years: Mel Boblerow
1. Elsic Boliderow 2.

Ulgh jurip to 1L yeors: Mell old
crow 1, Bob Jlales 2.

Migh Jump Lo L years: Geo, Llow-
ets 1, John Mureray 2.

Tlitting the Tin blind-Folded:  Aftn
Johuston 1 V. Kunst and )0 Wadowshi
(rie) 2.

Bilee races 1 to 1L vesrs: Doy Siap
land 1 Bev, Dolderow 2,

Vavdies® nail dreiving: Mres, Palfpey
I. Mrs. Gesch 2,

1934, CW.A.
Back L. to R.: Mesdames N. Nahrung, O. O'Keefe, P. Langley, Miss G. Maguire,
Mesdames P. Maguire, E. Kunst.

Front L. to R.: Mesdames J. Gunston, G.W. Nahrung, Miss W. Nahrung,
Mrs A. Nahrung, Miss G. Kunst.

COOKERY

'Tum podcingz: Mes, Phillips 1, Mra.
N. Nahrmng 2.

Plate plain scones: dMres, Vo Konst L
Mrs, B, Kanst 2,

Spongd roll: Mrs. A, Naloeenog o ).
Mrs. 150 Kunst 2,

Plate assorted Lisenits:
Nabrung 1, Mrsl Phillips 2,

Rainbow cake: Meso Phillips 1 M
dies £ Knnsy amd N, Nahrung (rie)
.

Mre, N,

est damper necde by mane: My, (L
Blowers 1, Mo o Koot 2,

Plate plain scones ol to IS vee ey
Beryl Kuust

SCTIOOT WORK

Best capy book, 6o 10 yewcas Mo
gery Day 10 Doy Lnnes

Buest copy hook, I tot{ yeors: L
Kajewski |, Pearl James 2

Outlivve map of Austealia, 9 1o 1]
yoars: Jo Lipsett 1o Bett hay 2.

Complete wmap of Anstralii, [0 0o 11
yeurs: L Lip=ert 1. Wm, Bolderow 2.

Australinn Flag (pastel), 7 10 11
yenrs: Bert Day Lo Hazel Shaploul 2.

Bowl fruit, la 1o 11 years: Corla
Kunst |, Bersl Nunst 2,

Fan, 1 to 11 years: Ray Hableton
I, Vera Kunst 2,

FANCY WORK (Chiblyepy

ey apron: Corla Kun=t |, Detty
Dy 2,

Avticle in calonred work: ¥ Dald-
crow 1o Betity bay 2

Article o colonred work. 1y (o bt

Yearss s BBt L Elwyn Knns!
Wrdtted washer: Maveeey Dav
Nnitred artich o Beryl INnnest .

ADULS

Ianey apron: Miss I Rolderow Tio
Mrs, H Rayuer 2

Avticle cobroidercd i eolonpel eot-
tons: Miss L. Pl 1 amd 2,

IKnitled  Jumper or ecardigan: Mrs
o Rayner 10 Mres, N, ung 2.

Paiv knitted socke: Miss V) Wilson
Uoand 2,
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1938, C.W.A.

Back L. to R.: Beryl and Will Nahrung, Mesdames E. Kunst, McCullough,

N. Nahrung, Badior, F. Kunst.

Front L. to R.: Shirley and Joan Gunston, Mesdames R. Jenkins, G.W. Nahrung,
G.B. Nahrung, F. Bulmer, A. Nahrung, Mr G.W. Nahrung.

during the war years. Camouflage nets were made by
members. Material was purchased to be made up and held for
distribution amongst Australian victims in the event of bombing
and a sewing circle was formed, with the branch procuring one
dozen yards of grey flannelette to make up and anyone willing
to knit could procure wool. Mrs Hansen supervised the cutting
out of garments.

In 1942 on account of petrol rationing, meetings were held
every two months. Some of them were held at “Nonsuch”, the
workers’ quarters of Fairlie & Sons Sawmill, Miva. The mill had
not yet been built. Eighty-five children’s garments had been
completed to be distributed to needy cases caused through the
ravages of war. In 1944 a £10 war bond was sent to Britain for
bomb victims. Members knitted twenty skeins of wool into
garments, and made sixty other garments for women and
children in England, also a box of toys. Two cakes were sent to
a Women’s Institute in Scotland. A nice collection of twenty
toys was sent to Montrose Crippled Children’s Home. Lovely
scrap books were sent to Brisbane Children’s Hospital and
Glandore Private Hospital, and a crochet rug was sent to the
C.W.A. Hostel, Brisbane.

The branch held its 21st birthday in the old school building on
April 2, 1949, at which a presentation was made to Mesdames
A. Nahrung and E. Kunst, who had been members for 21 years.

The first step towards the building of a Rest Room was taken
at a meeting held on May 17th 1949, when a special Rest Room
account was opened at the Commonwealth Bank. The branch
served at a Masonic Banquet and the proceeds from this
function, £3, formed the first deposit of the Rest Room Fund.

On the closure of the Scotchy Pocket School it was offered
for sale and the branch submitted a tender, which was
accepted. Aided by a loan fund from State Office, the full
purchase price of £350 was paid in February 1952. Mr A.
Nahrung of Miva offered to sell the branch a quarter acre of
land in the Miva Township, and the building was moved to its
new site in October 1952. It was erected by Mr A. Strawbridge,
assisted by voluntary labour from the husbands of members.
The first branch meeting held in the new Rest Room was on 7th
February 1953. The Official Opening coincided with the Silver
Jubilee of the Foundation of the branch. Both events were
celebrated on 18th April 1953. The building was fully paid for by
September 1957, a little over four years after the project was
begun. Since that time the building has been painted inside and
out, electricity has been connected, the verandah has been
closed in and a new verandah floor put down. Septic toilets are
being installed in 1986. New furnishings have been added and
old ones repolished and cared for. The Rest Room has served
as a Church, Sunday School Hall, Polling Booth, Meeting
Place, Dance Hall and Pottery School.

The branch paid homage to young servicemen who did not
return from the Second World War by the planting of an
avenue of Indian Cyrus trees leading up to the Rest Room.
Around the trunk of each tree is a chain with a plaque attached,
with their names inscribed.

Following the 30th annual meeting in 1958, the branch
members and visitors watched the plantingof a tree by Mrs L.J.
Jenkins and Mrs O.d. Day in memory of their father, the late Mr
Sauer, who had chaired many annual meetings, and had
audited their books. The branch thanked the Miva Rifle Club
for erecting a guard for the tree.

A day of remembrance and reunion was celebrated on
Saturday 15th April, 1978, when 130 members, former
members and friends gathered to celebrate the Golden Jubilee
of the Miva Q.C.W.A. Branch. Four foundation members,
Mesdames E. Lipsett, the branch vice-president; K. Day,
Wellington Point; N. O’Keefe and I. Maher, were among the
special guests at the anniversary lunch held in the Miva Rest
Room. Two foundation members, Mesdames M. Thompson
and J. Bulmer, sent their apologies. The highlight of the
ceremony was the unveiling of the Presidents’ Honour Board.

Three members were honoured in 1980 and presented with
“For Service” Badges - Mesdames J. Larner, E. Lipsett and N.
Nahrung.

Mrs A. Krafft served as president, secretary and treasurer,
holding the latter position for a continuous period of 11 years.
Her recollections of the early days, included when she cycled to
meetings carrying one child on the handle bars and another one
in the carrier. Those were the days when members travelled by
train to attend executive meetings at Murgon, leaving Miva
Station at 1.30a.m. and arriving at Murgon at 6a.m. The return
journey to Miva ended around 10 or 11p.m.

Mrs R. Carlson, branch secretary in 1959, wrote a history of
Miva in a booklet entitled “Century of Settlement”.

Mrs N. Nahrung, a member for 53 years holds the record for
continuous membership and has served the branch in the
capacity of president, secretary, treasurer and press secretary.
She has also provided the personal touch in her remembrance
of birthdays with a pot plant, and her instruction in craft work.
Mrs E. Lipsett, a foundation member, has been a member in
recent times, though her membership has not been
continuous.

Many organisations have come and gone at Miva, but the
C.W.A. still carries out its work in the district after all these
years, due to the dedication of its members, past and present. -+

1978, C.W.A. Golden Jubilee,
Foundation Members: Konnie Day, Irene Maher, Edna Lipsett and Nell O’Keefe.

C.WA.
Mesdames N. Nahrung, J. Larner, E. Lipsett on the day they received their
“For Service” Badges.
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PRESIDENT
Mrs G.W. Nahrung .....ccccoveeieieiieminnrsseessnreesssasnerasarees
Mrs A. Nahrung .....ccccccvvviiiiiiiniiiiinns
Mrs G.W. Nahrung .....ccccovvvirmnenreeeenns
Mrs E. Kunst .....oooceviieeiieciiiiiiciiinnns
Mrs A. Nahrung ......ccccvveeeeieinnieionnns
Mrs A. Krafft ..o
Mrs Lance Dakin .......ccocvveeeeiiiiinnnnnns
Mrs N.W. Nahrung .........cccovuveevvennnees
Mrs S. Larner ....ccoocoooevivieiceiiiiiniianieeaen,s
Mrs N.W. Nahrung .......cccceevvieiiiinnnnnnn.
Mrs O. Day .............. st
Mrs N.W. Nahrung ...............
Mrs S. Mitchell ....ooooiiiiiiiiiiieece e cesaes
Mrs O. Day ..o
Mrs R. Reece .....coovvieiviiiiirieieiieeiiecieaaens
Mrs V. Wright ...
Mrs N.W. Nahrung ......coocveveeiveeiiiiiinnnns
Mrs D. Foster .......coooiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinieiiias
Mrs D. Foster ......ccoviviiiiiiieiciiieiccsiisisnnons
Mrs R. Sexton ......cccocvvvvivireviriiesnrneeeeians
Mrs D. Foster .....coovviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiierssnnannens
Mrs R. NeWCOMDE ......civiiiiirviiiicieirensersnnseeesnseesssseeesanes
Mrs 8. McGrath ....cassisnmmims i

i

C.W.A. Children's Sports

Horse and Sulky Days

Now you have heard the story of
‘the horse and sulky days,

SECRETARY

Mrs PW. Krafft ..o s iseeree s s srnessnenasenes
Miss W. Nahrung ..................

Mrs GUNSton ..........cccovveererennn

Mrs F. Bulmer ....
Mrs F. Kunst ......
Mrs A, Krafft ...... ;
Mrs O.J. Kunst ........cccoevvenn.
Mrs N.W. Nahrung
Mrs F.C. Kunst .......ccocvveiviins
Mrs J. Egan ........ccoovivevieennne.
Mrs A. Krafft .....
Mrs R. Carlson
Mrs K. Lawrence ........cooceeunn.
Mrs S. McGrath ........coccviiiinns
Mrs C. Nahrung ........cooeveernns
Mrs S. McGrath ........ccooeeinn.
Mrs R. Lawrence ........ccceeeenn.
Mrs S. McGrath .......ccoeeenn.
Mrs D. Foster .........covvvvveeennns

Mrs R. Newcombe

TREASURER

Mrs A.W. Nahrung
Miss G. Kunst .........
Mrs E. Kunst ...........
Miss A, MagUITe ......ccceeieiiieiiiiiriveeessseisrecesessinssnnsssessaes
Miss D. Antcliffe ...
Mrs G.B. Nahrung
Mrs N.W. Nahrung
Mrs G.B. Nahrung
Mrs A, Rrafft ..o es e
Mrs G. Strawbridge
Mrs V. Wright ...,

Mrs L. KIQUSE ........ciiiiiiiiiiiiieisisnesessasesssiossssmssssassssnione
Mrs S. Mitchell ...
Mrs A. Krafft ............

Mrs R. Newcombe .. -
Mrs S. MCGIath ...ovceiiiiieeeciiiiccciiriesessrecreseeieesseserreeesrees e
Mrs R. Newcombe
Mrs D. FOSEEr ......ociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies ittt sea i

At present the branch has thirteen members, and holds
monthly meetings the first Tuesday of each month, except
January when it is in recess.

They change the wheel, set off once

I really think that after all, they

were the better days,

For when you go by car or truck,
you don’t' know what’s in store,

“Pll give you a little instance and
you'll agree—I'm sure.

One warm mid-summer morning,

Mum wakes at peep of day,

Nudges Dad and says “Come on,
to-day is C.W.A.

So Dad gets up and calls to Dave,
‘Is there petrol in the car?”

Dave answers, “Since I put some in
She hasn’t gone too far.”

The milking done, the poddies fed,
And Dad has had a shave;

Off they set quite merrily,

Mum calls out “Hooray Dave.”

They are doing 15 miles an hour,

Mum groans with every bump,

Then suddenly wih a chug-chu.g-
chug .

The car begins to jump

Mum says “You better pull v :.Dad.
There may be something loos. ”
Dad gets out and sadly iinds,

The car is out of juice.

Mum glances at her wrist watch,
“It's half past ten indeed,”

The Meeting will be starting soon
And I hate to miss “My Creed.”

Dad walks along to James’

And knocks upon the door.

“Can you lend me half a gallon
George

To get me to the store?”

Dad_ comes and puts the petrol i,
There's sweat upon his brow;

‘He winds her up and says to Mum

“We ought to get there now!”

It’s getting late so at 20 miles
Mum’s clinging to her hat;

Then all at once they hear a bang,
Oh yes! a tyre’s flat.

more,

There’s a whirl in poor Mum’s
brain,

“We better take the short cut” she
says,
“Up through the lane.”

Dad ‘agrees, he swings her round,
The hill is pretty steep;

Its slushy at the bottom

And the car bogs—axle deep.

Mum says “It’s only half a milc
And time is swiftly fleeting,

So while you get the car out, Dad,
I'll walk on to the meeting.”

When she arrives, the meeting's on,
“All in favour” the President says,
Mum, hot and bothered, shouts out
“Yes—
Of the good old Horse and Sulky
Days.”

by “Mum.”

This page sponsored by: MARYBOROUGH-HERVEY BAY CHRONICLE

46



ANZAC DAY

The Anzac Commemoration Services arranged by the
Q.C.W.A. branch have always been an important event in
Miva. They commenced in 1933. Prior to this visitors would
come from Maryborough or Gympie and speak to the school
children and their parents at Munna, Miva and Theebine
Schools. In 1931 Mr C.S. Trudgian of Gympie, who was a
worker for the returned soldiers of the Wide Bay District, was
the visiting speaker.

Looking back to the early 1930’s the Anzac Service was held
in the Miva School. On the school day before Anzac Day, a Mr
Kerlin from Gympie, accompanied by Mr Bill Sauer, a
prominent member of the Miva Community, would visit to tell
the children the Anzac story. The pupils numbering about
twelve to fifteen, enjoyed these visits and the boys in particular
welcomed Mr Kerlin because he would bring with him an
assortment of guns, bayonets, grenades, etc., which they were
allowed to handle.

Also on the day before Anzac Day, a few local men would
erect a stage from trestles and wide pine planks. This was
decorated with the thick dark green foliage of the chestnut/
black bean trees which grew along the creek bank. The wall
behind the stage was plain weather-board on which was hung a
clock, a captured German machine gun, and the white marble
Honour Board which today hangs in the C.W.A. Rest Room.
Fresh floral wreaths were hung around the Honour Board with
the words ‘Lest We Forget’.

Newscutting - 1933, at MIVA

A fitting Anzac commemoration service was held in the
Miva school on April 25, at 11 a.m. A number of returned men,
and also awar nurse, were present. This was the first occasion
on which an Anzac service had been held at Miva, and the
local branch of the Country Women’s Association, who were
responsible for the arrangements, are to be congratulated on
the success of their effort. A nice crowd was present, and after
the service, a very dainty luncheon, provided by the C.W.A.,
was served. Many beautiful wreaths were placed around the
Honour Board.

Mr G.W. Nahrung acted as chairman, and after a few
appropriate remarks, the hymn “Nearer My Godto Thee” was
sung, after which the general confession was repeated by all.
This was followed by the uniform resolution, which was moved
by Mr W.C. Nahrung, seconded by Mrs Alex Nahrung
(president C.W.A.) and supported by Mr H. Brown (R.S.S.L.L.
of Gvmpie), who afterwards gave a very impressive address.

Mr. W.H. Sauer (one of our honoured returned men) read
the names on the Honour Board, after which a minute’s silence
was observed, and “The Dead March in Saul” was feelingly
played by Miss Sheehan. All hearts were moved as we thus
paid homage to the memory of our brave Anzacs, and to one
and all who had gone forth to fight for King and country.

Mrs Alex Nahrung sang the solo, “He wipes the tear from
every eye,” after which Mr W. Sauer, in a few touching
remarks, paid tribute to his comrades in the war, and
expressed appreciation of the effort of the C.W.A. inarranging
the function that was being held that day. The singing of
“Abide with Me”, followed by “God Save the King” brought to
a close a very impressive service.

The order of service has changed very little with the passing
of time. Mr G.W. Nahrung was Chairman for many years as
was Mr A. Nahrung. There were usually two guest speakers.
Musical items were rendered. Mr Ben Bottrell, a railway ganger
at Theebine, had a very fine voice, and sang regularly at the
services. In recent times the Chairmanship has been handled
by Colin and Will Nahrung, with Mrs J. Sexton as regular
vocalist, along with the Theebine Sunday School children.

The Miva C.W.A. has not forgotten, as they carry on this
tradition, where people from the district can pay tribute to

those who served, and honour those who died for their
country,

Anzac Day approximately 1939.

Back L. to R.: George Nahrung, Joe Jenkins, Jack Nahrung.

On cart: Nell Jenkins, ?

Front L. to R.: Henry and Bill Sauer, Nell O’Keefe, Ellen Nahrung,
George W. Nahrung, Alice Sauer,

On horse: ?

VOLUNTEER DEFENCE
CORPS.

During World War II, when the threat of a Japanese invasion
was a distinct possibility, a company of the Volunteer Defence
Corps was formed at Miva by Mr Bill Sauer, a returned man
from the First War. This unit was made up of men in protected
industries, those too old to join the regular forces, and some
not yet old enough. These fellows were issued with Army
uniforms and supplies, and were instructed in the use of a
variety of weapons - bayonets, rifles, and Lewis Gun, in the use
of explosives, map reading and making sneak attacks on
enemy held positions both day and night. Norm Nahrung, who
became a Lieutenant, attended Demolition School at
Enoggera. They were given specific orders to be carried out -
such as blowing up bridges and burning crops, should the
Japanese invade the country.

The following stories and poems tell of their manoeuvres.

“And so it was that on this particular night, that those
arranging these diabolical situations, advised that the enemy
had captured and commandeered this train and it was our job
to put it out of action. A strike party of eight was selected and it
was decided that the best place to launch a grenade attack was
about one hundred metres on the Miva side of the Dickabram
Bridge, at a point where a sharp curve in the line on a built up
embankment caused a 4 M.P.H. speed limit to be enforced.
Blackout regulations were also in force, so the train would be
running without lights.
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“On time, the unsuspecting driver and fireman on K9, which
came through Miva each week night around 9.45p.m., en route
from Kingaroy to Gympie approached the bridge, slowing
down to the regulation 4 M.P.H. As the loco passed the spot
where we were hidden in the long grass, a shower of eight
bombs, each containing about a pound of flour, crashed into
the driving cab. Never did you see such a flurry of frenzied
action as the driver, who | am sure must have thought that at
least the boiler had burst, cut the throttle and slammed on the
brakes, bringing the train to a grinding halt. After his nerves had
settled somewhat, and probably realizing to some extent, what
had happened, a torrent of profane threats-burst loose, but of
course the attackers had disappeared without trace into the
blackness of the night.”

Contributed by Colin Nahrung

“A lot of amusing incidents occurred during V.D.C. days, but
one which comes to mind concerns some Army Officers and
NCO’s, belonging to a Victorian unit stationed at Gympie, who
were sent out to give us instruction in the use of various
explosives. After going through their demonstrations, they
decided as a grand finale to drop a large explosive charge into
the river at a point about two hundred metres downstream
from the bridge.

“About ten pounds of gelignite was tied into a bundle, a fuse
and detonator inserted and lit and then tossed well out into the
river, where the water was deep. Now ten pounds of gelignite is
quite a charge and when it exploded, the water literally shook
and boiled in an area about fifty metres across and of course a
large number of fish came floating belly up, to the surface.

“These Victorian fellows, thinking that fish would make a
nice change to their normal Army diet, dived into the water,
despite its being icy cold in mid winter, and retrieved quite a
large number which they happily took back to their unit in
Gympie. We locals refrained from mentioning the fact that they
were all bony bream, a species of fish, as their name suggests,
that are virtually inedible.”

Contributed by Colin Nahrung

Manoeuvres

V.D.C. were on parade,

Chief said ‘Now men tonight
You go out on manoeuvres

For you must learn how to fight.’

“You'll split up into sections,

As you've often done before,

And the sections will be numbered,
One, two, three and four.

‘Number one will guard the bridge-head
At creek crossing on the right,

And number two position

Will be Dickabram Bridge height.

‘Shun! Section one and section two,
Quick march no time for loss,

Soon three and four will pass your way,
Your bridge they will cross.

‘The leaders then of one and two
Soon had each man in place
There was grim determination
Stamped on every members’ face.

‘Some crouched 'neath the shadows,
Some spread all around,

They held all points of vantage,
Simply fading into ground.

‘No one crossed the bridge, alas!
The men were at a loss,

Of one thing they were certain,

No enemy did cross.

‘At number two position,

The Sergeant climbed the hill,
While men lay still and listened,
Then listened and lay still.

No one crossed the bridge, oh dear!
We still layin’ in ruts

Legs and arms all aching,

And gravel rash on guts.

No one crossed the bridge, oh damn!
Where was the enemy

Were all the mugs of Miva

In sections four and three.

The waiting watching Sergeants
Of such great delay were full,
But soon they streaked for cover
They had heard a savage bull.

There’s sure to be a V.C.,

In the post for Scout O’Keefe,

He never flinched when threatened
By half a ton of bully beef.

At number one the Sergeants
Called out the men in wonder

And told them on the quiet

‘That some B had made a blunder.’

So number one got orders
To march on once again
The night was swiftly passing
Likewise the midnight train.

They soon arrived at bridge height,
But please what could they do,
The first thing there to greet them
Was our dear old section two.

And were the numbers hostile,
Why, the quarter master swore,
If you want it in a nutshell,

It was nearly total war.

Now total war is terrible,
Imprisonments galore,

Six months for Bertie Wilson,

Twelve months for Billy Sauer.

So back to base went section three
And sections four and one,

And section two, Oh! no sir!

Their job was not yet done.

And back at base they talked and talked,
And here’s what they will do,

They’re going to blame old Hitler,
And not one section two.

The blinking owls were now on roost,
The moon sank low on ridge,

As last three cheers for section two,
We crossed the bloody bridge.

Author Unknown
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Private Les

by Les Kunst
I'm only a blinkin’ private,
In the Miva Home Guard.
My brother - he’s an N.C.O.
And it makes it mighty hard,
For even when we’re at work,
No matter where we go -
It’s “Les do this,” and “Les do that”,
"Cos he’s an N.C.O.

When the cows are in the yard
You should hear him let it go;
Says that milkin’ bloomin’ cows
Ain’t no job for an N.C.O.

Then there is the pigs to feed,

The calves, the dog, the cat,

It’s “While 1 make a smoke me lad,
Les will you do that?”

Then the horses to be got

And off to farm we go,

Of course he’s got to take the reins,
"Cos he’s an N.C.O.

I just plod along behind,

Not good enough to drive it,

And someone has to screw the brakes,
Who! the blinkin’ private.

Of course we like the training part,

Qur leaders are true blue,

There’s Uncle Bill (Sauer) and Mr Jones,

And Mr Wilson too,

Then to boil the billies,

We must have some young lad,

So we chose the one we thought the best -

See him - he’s my Grandad. (Grandfather Sauer).

But when the trainin’s over,

And home again we go,

Me brother keeps remindin’ me

That he’s an N.C.O.

Today I got fed up with this,

I'll open his eyes wide,

It’s me what’s N.C.O.,

Which means ““Nother Chap’s Offsider”.

The men met every Sunday at the Miva School and Sports
Ground. While they trained, the ladies made camouflage nets
for the war effort. They also knitted scarves, socks and
balaclavas for the soldiers - some knitting well over 100 skeins
of wool. A committee also ran Patriotic Sports to raise money
for the Comfort Fund, Red Cross, etc.

Newscutting

Miva - 1945

V.P. DAY CELEBRATIONS - A large number of local
residents journeyed to Gympie to share in the celebrations on
Wednesday. All had an enjoyable time and voted the day an
excellent one. Members of the local V.D.C. were well
represented in the procession. On Thursday night one of the
most memorable nights in the district’s history was enjoyed by
all residents to celebrate V.P. Day. Dancing and fun continued
till the early hours, by which time most people could scarcely
talk owing to the constant cheering. The boys who have made
victory celebrations possible were not forgotten. A feature of
the evening was the solemnity shown when a minute’s silence
was called for in honour of the ‘Fallen Heroes’.

Newscutting - 1945

ANZAC DAY AT MIVA - A large gathering of Miva and
district residents attended the annual Anzac Day Commemor-
ation Service in the Miva Hall. Amongst the gathering were
several returned men, both from the 1914-1918 war and the
present conflict. The local V.D.C. was present in full force.

Some locals, non-members, nicknamed the V.D.C. men
‘Tin Soldiers’.

MIVA RIFLE CLUB

The Miva Rifle Club was formed in 1946, following the
disbandment of the V.D.C. which operated during the war
years and had built a rifle range adjacent to the Miva
connection road.

In the early days the Army supplied the guns and the
ammunition. The club functioned under the captaincy of Percy
Day, with Bill Sauer as secretary, until his death in 1958, and
Don Nahrung then held the position until he retired from
shooting in 1965, handing the books to Charles Radel.

Newscutting - 1948 MIVA (from our Correspondent)

Good attendances are the order of the day at the regular
monthly rifle shooting. From 24 to 30 members usually shoot it
out. The committee is arranging for extension alterations to be
made on the butts and mounds and a target shed is also to be
built as soon as possible. The original range was built by the
V.D.C. but it is inadequate now.

Last week’s shoot decided the winner of the trophy
presented to the rifleman who had the best three scores off the
rifle, during the past six months. Mr Joe White held the best
score with Mr Alan Armstrong a close second.

The winner of the trophy for the best score with the
handicap will be announced at the next monthly shoot.

These trophies will be presented at the Riflemen’s Dance to
be held at Theebine in July.

In 1959, Kev Shapland was elected Captain, and the club
took part in the Nicklin-Lowe Shield Competition, against
clubs as far south as Nambour.

Six members competed in Championship Shoots from
Bundaberg to Nambour, and although not taking off the major
prizes, usually won enough prize money to break even.

In 1971 when Kev Shapland retired from shooting and left the
district, Keith Ross took on captaincy for twelve months,
before handing over to lan Kunst.

With the changeover to the F.N. Rifles in the late sixties, this
became a very expensive sport, and members gradually pulled
out, until with only four shooters left, the club folded up in 1974.

In 1953, joining fee was 10/-, a rifle cost £3, and ammunition
was free.

Today a rifle costs $700, and it is 30¢ a shot.

lQus/4-6

RIFLE SHOOTING

Twenty-one members took pary

in the Miva Rifle (lyy
shoot  on Sunday.  Condiy.
iens were rathey AU fien)
on the 500 yard range. owing 1o

cross winds and changing light
The next shoot will be on Janugry
2 when a picnic mateh angd ladjey
day will be held. Scores wepe -
L. J. Jenkins handicap (1ay, 200
yds, 24 300 yds. 52 500 yds;, |3
total 83; K. Holfman (28) 18 |y
20 84; R. Badior (28) 16 21 17
82; E. Kunst (26) 23 28 9 8&; n,
Carlson (30) 22 19 7 78; (. Straw.
bridge (6) 29 30 15 80; Aub Kuny
(19) 29 27 26 101; A. Moflett (1)
30 30 20 81; W. T. Jenkins (8) u4
27 18 79; Herb Radecker (5) 20
25 17 76; E. Birt (38) 25.28 26
105; H. Sauer (30) 18 10 7 634"D.
Badior (18) 28 20 15 81; L. Kurth
" (85) 23 23 25 105:; P. Day (31) 21
26 15 95; W. H. Sauer (23) 27 43
12 97; W. Jenkins (31) 30 29 24
105: F. Bulmer (40) 28 27 19 105:
C. Nahrung (11) 25 27 26 92; T.
.Blackwell (24) 31 29 21 105; Alex
Nahrung (28) 24 20 98. -
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MIVA TENNIS CLUB In 1919 George Nahrung wrote to the Department of Public

: \ Instruction seeking permission to build a court in the School
Before the First War, tennis was played on a court at the grounds on a different site. It would appear this was built at the
Miva School. Little is known about the club in these times, but four fig trees.

of course most players arrived on horseback or in sulkies. A ladder system opgrated where a player could challenge the
Newscutting - 1918, pl;yer_above hl_m for sixpence, to try to advance up the ladder.
It is said that Miva's best players, and certainly their best men'’s

The Miva Tennis club played their first match én June 7th doubles pair, were Chas Neilsen and August Anderson

against the Kanyan Club, on the latter’s court. The Miva team

proved the victors, winning by 13sets, 81 games, to Kanyan’s 2 In_1947 a gathering .of tennis enthusiasts inspected the old
sets, 50 games. Al thoroughly enjoyed themselues, and we are tennis courts on the Miva Reserve with_the intention of forming
looking forward to another good day’s sport, when the return a Tennis Club. The club was formed with a membership fee of

10/- for both ladies and gents. A tennis net was donated by N,
N_exhrung, posts were pulled out before mowing, and suitable
wire netting was obtained.

match is played on the home court.

Newscutting - 1918 - MIVA The fees increased to £1in 1951, and in 1952 the club joined
(from our OL_Un .Correspondent) July 28. - the Tiaro District Tennis Association. At one stage five Miva
A basket picnic was held on the local tennis court on teams played in the Association each Sunday. The club won

Saturday July 19th, to celebrate the day, which, during the the ‘A’ Grade teams cup twice and the ‘B’ Grade once. Three
past four years of turmoil, we all longed for - Peace Day. About members won the ‘B’ Grade singles cup - Colin Nahrung 1953
eighty people were present, and an enjoyable day was spent. Lex Kunst 1955, and Don Nahrung in 1956. Lex and Don
Games of all kinds were indulged in, but tennis was the chief represented the Tiaro Association in the under 19 boys’ teams
attraction, and some very good play resulted. During the in 1954 and ’55.

afternoon Mr A. Thompson, M.L.A., and Mr K. Nahrung,
delivered short addresses, appropriate for the occasion, after
which the National Anthem was hea_rttly_sung. The games clubs over the years. The following ‘Tennis Notes’ have been
were then recommenced and kept going fill dusk. kept by Hilda Nahrung, and were written with ‘tongue in cheek’
The Miva Tennis Club played a match against the Theebine by Stan Raabe of the Netherby Club in 1957.

“Premier” Club on the former’s court, on Saturday last July
26th. Both sides had strong teams out, and the contest was
very exciting throughout. Each side had equal games to their
credit at lunch time, but Miva gradually forged ahead,
eventually winning by 23 games. The final scores were: Miva,
11 sets, 77 games; Theebine, 5 sets, 54 games.

Matches played against the Netherby Club were most
memorable as a close friendship developed between the two

Don Nahrung and Will Nahrung -
holding 1956 Trophies.

Miva Tennis Players, 1958 Ladies.

Standing L. to R.: Shirley Lipsett, Hilda Nahrung, Bess Langley, Hazel Dakin,
Lil Dakin, Edna Lipsett, Beat Balderson, Moya Langley.

Front: Moya Armstrong, Olive Shallcross, May O'Brien.

Miva Tennis Players, 1958 Men.
L. to R.: Harry Ormes, Roy Ormes, Wal McLennan, Joe Jenkins, Lance Dakin,
Des O'Brien, Allan Armstrong, Edgar Lipsett, Dick Ormes, Norm Nahrung.
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Tennis Notes
by Stan Raabe 1957
On Sunday the Netherby Tennis Club travelled to Miva, and
yours truly took the opportunity of visiting this little community
in the backwoods, as a spectator of the ladies’ tennis.

Tennis fashions worn by the Miva ladies, while not DIOR
were colourful and original.

NELL JENKINS arrived sidesaddle on her roman-nosed,
wall-eyed mare, closely attended by a vicious looking, three-
legged kangaroo-dog, which answered to the name of
“Cuddles”. She looked quite -chic with her off white frock
tucked into the bottom of her knee length red bloomers, and a
pair of wicked looking mexican spurs on her two-toned (black
and cow-dung) laughing side riding boots.

Her tennis racquet was strung with piano wire, which NELL
strummed like a guitar and sang hill-billy numbers between
shots. The only complaint that I heard from the Netherby
women was that the wire chopped hell out of the balls.

On arrival of GLADY BAUER everyone gathered around to
admire her carpet slippers (her corns were kiling her) of
beautiful rich tartan and only slightly marred by two small burns
caused from using them to belt out bushfires. GLADY chose a
cream flannelette frock, with multi-coloured buttons down the
front, a purple sash, and a knee guard. The effect was quite
dazzling.

Play commenced at ten o’clock and HILDA NAHRUNG,
who looked charming in grey gingham, gorgeous gussies, and
odd sandshoes, took the serve but after four double-faults left
the court in disgust, muttering something about “damned
rotten elastic they sell nowadays”.

However after borrowing a safety pin from MRS RAABE’S
baby, this good lady came back to play with vim and vigour.

The first winning shot of the day was scored by ERIN
CARLSON, who was soundly applauded when she miss-hit a
ball straight down her opponent’s sideline, however she
modestly gave all the credit for the shot to her husband,
explaining that he had had her practicing with a sweet spud and
a light shovel along the garden fence.

ERIN chose a green Tirolean hat, scarlet sweater, and black
and white polka dot skirt.

By far the most devastating shot of the day, was a
backhanded smash by MARGE NAHRUNG. The back swing
stunned her partner, the ball broke the Umpire’s glasses and
the follow through of the racquet wiped the grin and two front
teeth from the face of MRS RAABE who was on the other side
of the net. MARGE wore a tennis frock of shot taffeta (which
she cut down from a Ballerina) and rope sandals. Quite nice.

MIVA PROVIDED and the luncheon was a never to be
forgotten repast:

MARGE NAHRUNG'’S scones took some beating, at least |
watched JEAN BIANCHI fight gamely with one for some five
minutes or more and she never looked like beatingiit. She finally
managed to slip it on to KATH HOFFMAN'S plate while Kath
wasn't looking and Kath in turn managed to pass it on to
NELL’S dog, who fought it ferociously for a couple of minutes,
then disgustedly gave up and went home.

Somewhat of a hiatus was caused when IRIS LYONS
dropped a piece of ERIN’S sponge cake and broke the spout off
the china teapot. However the atmosphere cleared when
HILDA tactfully explained that the spout had been cracked
anyway.

Hilda brought twelve dozen sausage rolls which everyone

attacked with gusto but when she casually mentioned that they
had lost four cows from “redwater” the previous day, some
players turned quite pale and lost their appetites. The
afternoon produced tennis which had to be seen to be believed.
GLADY in particular going for every shot in the book, and late
in the afternoon she got one.

Play drew to a close when a toss landed on NELL'S horse,
the horse headed for home with NELL in hot, but unsuccessful,
pursuit.

Altogether an exciting day

In 1958 the Netherby Tennis team was promoted to A
Grade while their rival Miva team stayed in B Grade. Erin
Carlson penned this poem to mark the event:

The Lost Tribe - A Lament
by Erin Carlson

The boys stood on the dusty court and gazed at the Railway line
“We must keep our upper lips stiff” quote they

‘Tis useless to repine -

The Netherby tribe has deserted us

And we can’t deny we’ve missed ’em,

Let’s recall them once more and go our way

“Having got it out of our system.”

There was Archibald and his charming wife
With a cheery word for all,

Are their smiles wasted in Pennant Grade
While everyone watches the ball?

There was Stanley with the ready pen

{and thereby hangs a tale)

We’re willing to bet he hasn’t yet

Written an ode to Rossendale.

And Tommy and Roy and cheery Dave,
With Bernie and Bonny Jean

They’re matching shots with the V.I.P.’s
And keeping their language clean.

And Norma dear we won'’t forget

(Her name’s rather hard to scan)

Is she “death on the net” as in days of yore
And keeping her end up with Stan.

“That’s all very well you blokes” said Joe
“I'll mourn ’em within reason

But I want my revenge for that passing shot
That beat me (all the way) last season.”
T’'was Bernie that did it - the so and so

It’s put me on my mettle”

“And don’t forget” said Rob with regret,
“Col and | have a score to settle.”

Who snatched the prize from before our eyes
In nineteen fifty-seven?

We won’t get a chance this year or else

We’d show them - by Heaven.

“Now Gents” said Norm, “Is this good form?
Never mind how we fought ’em,

We’re here lamenting our by gone friends
Not holding a post-mortem.”

“They’re up amongst the big nobs now

We hope they hold their own.

But in the good old days when they played with us
Let’s give a hearty groan.”

So here’s good luck to you, Netherby

But when the season’s through

Just one request - perhaps you’ve guessed,

We'd like another MATCH WITH YOU!

Tennis Shed, 1974 flood.
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MIVA CRICKET CLUB

Quote from “A Century of Settlement” 1859-1959

Cricket in the district began with the Miva Club in the last
decade of the nineteenth century with the Geschs, Nahrungs,
Carlsons, Mark Thompson and Jack Milne as prominent
members. In 1901 the remnants of this club joined with Munna
cricketers to form the Munna Creek Cricket Club. In 1902 the
new Club put down a concrete wicket which, except during
the war, has been in use ever since. At one time the Kunst
families were able to field an ‘eleven’ on their own - complete
with emergency and manager. This name is still well known in
the district cricket. Cousins Colin and Don Kunst not only play
with local clubs, but also shine in Gympie cricket and have
represented that city several times.

Another family prominent on the cricket field was the
Blackwell family, once well known residents of the district. Mr
Jack Blackwell was keenly interested in the sport and his sons
were good ‘all-rounders’ who helped to make the Munna team
a formidable one. In its early years the club members included
some aborigines, the best known being Moses and Yippie.
Their approach to the game coupled with their great natural
ability made them colourful figures in district cricket for a
number of years.

During the Second World War cricket virtually came to a
halt, but in the immediate post war period, there was a burst of
renewed interest in the Miva area and it was decided to
construct a new wicket on the Miva Recreational Reserve,
close to the school.

Newscutting - late 1940’s MIVA

Cricketers Entertain - On Saturday last the Miva Cricket
Club conducted a tennis tournament to assist in raising funds
for their cricket pitch which is under construction. A large and
representative crowd attended and twelve lady and twenty-
nine men players took part in the tournament. The winning
lady was Mrs P. Langley whilst C. Nahrung won the men’s
prize. Other novelty events were held during the day and a
good time was had by everyone who attended. A dance at
night concluded a good day’s sport and the funds of the cricket
club were considerably increased as a result of both functions.

A meeting of the club was held on 28th September 1947.
Those present at that meetingwere: R. Carlson, B. Carlson, G.
Blowers, A. Blowers, N. Nahrung, C. Nahrung, Alf. Kunst, T.
Cocking, K. Bulmer, T. Blackwell. New mat and cricket gear
were ordered and C. Nahrung was elected Captain, and R.
Carlson Vice-captain.

Newscutting - October, 1947 MIVA

Cricket - The opening match of the season was played at
Miva on Sunday-against a team from Curra. Before the match
began the new wicket was officially opened by Mr W.H. Sauer,
who bowled the first ball to Mr Dakin Snr., of Curra. Miva
batted first and scored 131, best scorers being T. Cocking 34,
R. Krafft 31, G. Blowers 23. Bowling for Curra C. Jones 3/18,
T. Wagner 2/18. Curra replied with a total of 101, the only
batsman to reach double figures being C. Jones who scored
71. Bowling for Miva R. Carlson 3/25, G. Blowers 2/6, C.
Nahrung 2/8. Miva won the match by 30 runs.

New Cricket Qual - The new cricket pitch at Miva has been
completed and should prove popular with the local cricketers
as well as those from surrounding districts. The work was
done entirely by voluntary labour and mainly by members of
the Miva Club. However several people outside the club
assisted greatly and to all those who helped in any way the
members of the club owe their thanks.

A few years later when the Tiaro Shire District Cricket
Association was formed, the Miva Club always fielded a team in
that competition, and won the Premiership on many occasions.

Newscutting - 1949, MIVA

The Miva Cricket Club visited Gunalda on Sunday last, and
had a comfortable victory. Batting first Miva compiled 188
runs. Highlight of the innings was the good knock of the
opening batsman, L. Krafft. He made 89 runs in 25 minutes. R.
Krafft (36) and A. Blowers (31) also batted well. Best bowler

for Gunalda was J. Balkin, who got the great average of 4for 7.

In reply Gunalda made 148 runs. M. Streeter (59 n.o.) and B.

Heidemann (32) being the most successful batsmen. L. Krafft

also took the bowling honours for Miva with 3 for 4.
Newscutting - 1950, MIVA,

The curtain has been run down on the 1949-50 cricket
season. It proved a very successful one for the local lads, as in
the 23 matches playved in all parts of the district they won 16
matches and lost seven. The last match played was on the
Munna wicket, when the local team met the strong Gundiah-
Munna team, and were beaten by 144 runs. Batting first Miva
made only 43 runs. Don Kunst 23 being the only batsman to
reach double figures. Harold Balkin with his fast deliveries
routed the local batsmen, his figures being 7/6. Colin Kunst
2/22 being the other successful bowler. Gundiah-Munna made
a total of 187 runs. H. Balkin 74 and Colin Kunst 39 being top
scorers. Other batsmen to reach double figures, M. Wade 15,
dJ. Kajewski n.o. 15, and M. Thompson 13. Col Nahrung with
4/18 was the only Miva bowler to take more than one wicket.
Winners of the trophies presented to the club for season’s best
averages are: Baiting, L. Krafft; bowling Reg Krafft, most
catches L.J. Jenkins and Reg Krafft (tie).

MIVA RED CROSS

In the early 1950’s the late Mrs Bea Nahrung was the driving
force behind the formation of a Red Cross Branch in the
district. Members were drawn from a wide area with meetings
being held at Miva and Gunalda. A Junior Red Cross group was
also very active. Dances and Balls were among the main fund-
raising ventures and in 1959 for the fifth time the branch
doubled its quota payment to Headquarters, and so again
received an Honours Certificate. The president for that year
was Mr W.H. Wilson, secretary and treasurer Mr and Mrs A.
Nahrung respectively. Membership numbered seventy-four.

By the late 1960’s the numbers had declined and the branch
ceased to exist.

MIVA POTTERY GROUP

Miva Pottery Group was formed in 1973 from a small group
of C.W.A. women interested in handicrafts. Adult Education
classes began in the C.W.A. Room, Miva, and our first teacher
was Mr Ted Meredith of Maryborough. As he passed on his
skills over the ensuing months he became a good friend, and
our weird and wonderful first attempts became pots of
reasonable quality. Friends and relations no longer had to
guess what they would receive for gifts at Christmas.

Gradually the workshop was fully equipped and two pottery
wheels were acquired. Fifty-four people have joined the group
over the years and of those, two original members still remain
to assist newer members.

Our group owes a debt of gratitude to members of the
C.W.A. for the use of their room. These organisations are a
valuable asset in the fostering of friendships between old
residents and newcomers, as new members are always
welcome and assured of a friendly atmosphere.

The four fig trees that still remain where the
Recreation Reserve was at Miva, were planted it
is understood by George Gesch, Frank Gesch,
George Nahrung and Ted Nahrung when they were
school boys in the 1880's,
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MIVA SCHOOL

EARLY HISTORY

Details of the early days of the Gootchie School (later called
Miva), are sketchy and somewhat confusing.

In February 1874, Moses Jenkins of Slaty Creek, Gympie
Road Maryborough informed the Education Board that a
Provisional School had been operating for seven weeks with an
attendance of seventeen children. James Hunter was the
teacher, and some of the children came from the families of
Lipsett, Jenkins, and Campbell. He asked for books and maps
and that it be recogmzed by the Education Board. The exact
location of this school is unclear.

Also in February 1874, Samuel Johnston of Mount Joy Farm,
Gootchie wrote requesting information on establishing a
school. He described the place thus “situated on the Miva Run
opposite the junction of Slaty Creek, with the Mary River, or
about 3 miles above the Miva Crossing of the Kilkivan Road.”
By May of that year the building was almost completed and the
Education Board had granted £60 per year which was
supplemented with £40 by the residents. This school does not
appear to have been erected on the site described.

The following letter to the Board by Mr James Hunter shows
that he was then teaching at Gootchie School (No. 188).
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In July 1875 the residents advised the Education Board that
J.F. O’'Sullivan had commenced as teacher at Gootchie, and
the Board noted that the school had re-opened.

The residents of the east bank of the river wrote to the Board
in September 1875, requesting a Provisional School there as
their children “were unable to derive any benefit from the
Gootchie School on account of the River Mary coming
between”. No further mention is made of the school they had
opened in 1874.

An Inspector was sent in August 1976, and furnished the
following report about the Gootchie School.

/&€
4/%3/24 'Z%;;:zo ) Hokest AP 155

/Z.«%M@/ 2/ %Mpﬂ/é

<:/c’zula/é W 7 d/(/z' V-

FLG ah o on M h"‘:‘"";;%ﬁ‘“‘““‘*
Viad Loty ¢ He M. g

@bt 3mils y A g.':—"f;::..
Hinst Sladiy il @t

10 flom &ortides Sectzs
atl iy mauf':.{ é%u.

‘“’7

Cofofenccia s 4(; .
@ A Sgeradl

”m-p;‘,_/ ,-o.-‘y,—wg.uﬁ_
it 5

4”‘"‘“‘ ”/"/M:r .l

Wovaly' Farsrg

Af Mu Ja fi | dhmotgot L el 69 J-o_-:_':
it b= WﬂM o A % i
”n—a’q&/ba?’mw &/,._. muff_- e %
J,, 7 /‘ —Diekk e

””““7

This page sponsored by: MARYBOROUGH CO-OP DAIRY ASSOCIATION LTD.

53



The application for a Provisional School at Slaty Creek was
approved in January 1877 (Slaty Creek No. 298). It appears this
was on Jenkins’ property.

On 12th February, 1877, the teacher Mr Bowden wrote to
the Education Board -

“In reply to your communication of the 5th instant, | beg to
state that [ am willing to take charge of the Slaty Creek part
time school, and conduct it with the Gootchie at alternate times
of the day for the sum offered. I could spend three hours in the
former school and four in the latter, commencing at Gootchie
at 9 o’clock A.M. as usual and close at 2 o’clock - and resume
the duties of the Slaty Creek School at 3 o’clock and close at 6
o'clock.

“l am of opinion, that, there exist a sufficient number of
children in the neighbourhood of Slaty Creek to maintain a
daily average of 12 children. I may mention that I have visited
lately the several families in the district and found that, there
are 18 children, in a very neglected state, eligible to attend
school, whom the parents promised to send should a School be
established on that side of the Mary.

“I may mention that there is an unfriendly element at work
among the committee of the Gootchie School - they are
opposed to the establishment of a school of any sort at Slaty
Creek, and should one be established deny me the liberty to
applicate as teacher. I cannot see the justice of this. But [ leave
the matter entirely with you and am willing to act by your
decision.”

The residents on the western side expressed their discontent
to the Board. Their views were backed up by Mr Platt, the
District Inspector, in April, who believed the children could be
safely crossed to the Gootchie School.

District Inspector, Mr 1. Kilham reported in May that the
Gootchie School should more properly be called the Miva
Provisional School as it was on the Miva Run and not in the
parish of Gootchie. The school at Slaty Creek, being in the
parish of Gootchie, could be called Gootchie Provisional
School. His recommendation was “that as they consider there
is a certain amount of risk attached to crossing it would be
better for both sides to share the risk and hold the school on
one side of the river one day and on the other side the following
day. To this all were agreeable.”

This recommendation was adopted by the Board which
officially advised the residents on both sides of the river and the
teacher Mr Bowden in July, 1877.

By August 1877 Mr Bowden had written to the Board stating
that the parents of the western side were not sending their
children to school and had threatened to withhold school-fees.
They also refused to share the cost of a boat to transport the
children, and he was forced to use a hollowed out log, as the
boat he had been using had been ‘wilfully removed’.

Mr Johnston advised the Board on behalf of the Gootchie
School that parents were keeping their children home because
they were not happy with Mr Bowden, and didn’t think it
worthwhile sending their children five days out of fourteen. The
committee maintained it was too far for the children to walk to
the Slaty Creek School after they had crossed the river, and
suggested that all aid be stopped to the two schools, and a State
School be opened at Gootchie. They also agreed to cross the
children by boat not at the usual ferry at Mr Woods, but
insisted that it be at Johnston’s Crossing.

In September 1877 a public meeting was held in the school
and a unanimous decision reached on procuring a full time
primary school in the district. A building committee was formed
and £50 was subscribed in the room.

Feuding continued with complaints being made to the Board,
which were answered by Mr Bowden in October, 1877.
Meanwhile, the Slaty Creek Committee had built another
school, this time on Government land at the Sawmill Bridge.

The application for a State Primary School made by the
Gootchie Committee was deferred by the Board in February
1878. The committee reapplied in June, 1878.

An inspection was made by Mr John Shirley in April 1879.

“There is an old controversy between the residents on the
opposite sides of the river as to the site of the permanent
school, each party desiring what they consider their own
advantage.”

“After inspecting the Slaty Creek School, I rode down to the
river bank and crossed to examine the Gootchie building. |
found it in the most miserable condition, the roof with holes
four and six feet wide, the floor with scarcely a sound plank
from the white ant and six or eight places where admission
could be obtained at the sides.

“With the exception of an old press, there appeared neither
furniture or apparatus in the place. *

“As the children could not be manoeuvred on such a floor
and as it appeared perfect cruelty to keep children in such a
school in wet weather, I told the teacher to carry on the work in
the Slaty Creek building daily until I had reported the matter.
He will bring the children over in the punt and take them back
daily.

“I found out Mr Wood, a committee man on the Gootchie
School side. He said they were ready to put the school in
thorough repair if they could have a separate teacher. [ directed
him to communicate with the Department through the
Secretary.”

The Gootchie Committee made application for a Miva State
School in May 1879, however the Board maintained that
attendance did not warrant a State School and refunded the
subscription money to the committee to use for building a
Provisional School. By November of that year, the building was
completed.

At this time the Board chose to close the Slaty Creek School,
which aroused protest letters from the residents as far away as
Kilkivan Junction, but to no avail. Gootchie then became a full
time school, with the name being changed to Miva in 1882.

Attendance numbers had dropped off by January 1884, and
Government aid was withdrawn. The residents tried in vain to
find a lady teacher to take charge for a reduced salary. They
hoped that the expected construction of the railway would
swell their numbers and regain Government aid. The school
was closed for a time.
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In January 1885, Konrad Nahrung applied for the Gootchie
School to be re-opened with Mr Bowden as teacher. He had
applied to be transferred from Glenbar back to Gootchie. The
building was described as 25ft x 16ft and large enough to
accommodate the expectedforty to fifty children. A petition by
the residents of Dickabram and surrounding districts was
forwarded to the Minister for Lands requesting that aroadbe
surveyed along the bank of the river from the Miva end of the
bridge to the School Reserve. This was refused by the Lands
Department after communication with the Tiaro Divisional
Board, as it was thought to be very expensive and unnecessary.
In 1888 the name of the school was changed to Miva again.

Little information is held about the following years until 1915
when a memo was sent from an Inspector to the Under
Secretary for Public Schools regarding the additional rooms at
the School. This memo stated that the school was about four
years old and the classroom was 35ft x 17ft with a front
verandah. Two rooms had been added on one end of the
building and an awning along the back. He stated that the
classroom was capable of holding five times the number of
children presently attending.

As the Schools were built as Provisional Schools by the
residents, at their own expense, the Education Board had no
say in their design, and very often the Board was advised after
the building was completed, and a teacher employed. The
Board usually allocated a smallamount of aid perannumfor the
Provisional Schools. In the instance of State Schools, the
Board collected subsidy money from the residents, approved a
building committee, and the building was constructed to
Government specifications.

In 1909 the Provisional School became Miva State School.

In February 1922, moves were being made to re-open Sexton
School half-time with Miva. By March this was approved and
Miss E.M. Argaet, Head Teacher of Miva was transferred to the
position of Head Teacher of the Half-time School. It is unclear
how long this arrangement lasted but the Miva State School
remained open until August 1934.

Miva School opening day c. 1911.

Newscutting - July 5th, 1916 - MIVA

(from a Correspondent)

One of those enjoyable happenings for which Miva enjoys a
wide reputation was held on Friday, June 30th, and took the
form of the annual picnic in connection with the State School.
Visitors from the surrounding districts, more particularly from
Munna Creek, came in large numbers, and amongst others the
presence of the Rev. Tempest and Superintendent Rolfe of the
Ambulance Brigade was much appreciated. Some time back
Mr W. Nahrung procured a couple of Moreton Bay figs and
planted them in the school grounds. This was done in response
to a request from the Department of Public Instruction, and
the ceremony of christening them was performed during the
day, by Mr Richard Lipsett, the Chairman of the Picnic
Committee who gave the trees the names “Anzac” and
“Kitchener”, and in his accompanying remarks referred in a
patriotic manner to the great events which are now
happening. Talking about shade trees in the school grounds,
various varieties hauve been planted from time to time, but none
appear to thrive so well as the fig tree. This giant of the scrub in
its large state has now almost disappeared but to the selector
of the early seventies, many a hard fought battle had to be
waged before the enormous bulk could be removed and the
land prepared for the crops. Large flocks of pigeons in the fruit
season were attracted by the blue ripe fruit, but the pigeons,
like the blacks who came in pursuit of them have now almost
disappeared. Forty years ago it was quite a common sight to
see a couple of hundred healthy blacks camped round this
locality, performing their tribal rites, but now the number is
reduced to a few living at Miva Station. “Charcoal”, a fine
looking man even in his old age, died just a few days ago.

This ancient people ne’er shall know
The land which gave them birth,
Their bones, shall like their history, go
Back to their mother earth.
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Miva School Children, 1918.

Back L. to R.: Emil Bosel, Wal Jenkins, Norm Nahrung, Pearl Caulley,

Ruby Jenkins, Percy Wilson, Henry Wright.

Middle Row L. to R.: Norm Bosel, Bella Bosel, Jean Caulley, Adeline Lipsett,
Muyrtle Mohr, Hilda Bosel, luy Jenkins, Gladys Wright, Cecil Jenkins.

Front Row L. to R.: Jane Bosel, George Wynne, George Nahrung, lvan Wynne.

LIST OF SCHOOL
PRINCIPALS

James Hunter 1874-1875
J.F. O’Sullivan ... 1875

W. Bowden ............ ... 1876-1880
G. Cottam ....ccoceviaeen ... 1881-1883
W. Bowden .......coooueee 1885

D. Hogan .....cocoorunenne 1886

Mary McSweeney .. 1887

Lewis Jenkins ........cocveereemmmssmsisinesrasiemmnnnns ... 1888-1894
Hugh Grayson ..o .o 1895

Grace Landells ............... ... 1896-1899
Marian Austin ........cocoeeee ... 1899-1900
Ellen Bond ....ccccoovvieiinans 1901-1904
Triffillia Campbell ... 1905-1908
Margaret O’'Brien —— 02 ) D ]
Elsie NUGeNt ...cc.ooovviviieiiicicinsse s sinesiaie e vsneeee 1912-1919
F. EtherinGton ........ccoviiiviicsoisiisieisisssiienasens 1920-1921
Elizabeth Argaet .......... 1921-1922
Mary Delaney ..... . 1923-1925
Mary Sheehan ... 1926-1932
Isabel Mathams .....coovviiieiiiiieeiieiiie e ireissecaaean s 1933-1934

The clean-up crew dfter a function at the Miva School.

Picnic at Miva School, 1939.

Miva School Children, approximately 1933.
Back L. to R.: Morris Krafft, Sam Edmonds, Gladys Maguire, Jim Edmonds,
Noela Edmonds

Front L, to R.: Colin Nahrung, Reg Krafft, Gladys Edmonds, Beryl Nahrung,
Jean Krafft.
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REMINISCENCES

contributed by Beryl Larner (nee Nahrung)

My primary schooling was here, although during all my years
the problem of keeping the school open was a constant worry
for our parents.

On two occasions the school closed for a year or so as the
necessary average attendance of nine could not be maintained.
The first period my brother Colin and I had correspondence
lessons at home and on the second occasion we shared a
governess with the Wilson family at ‘Binbirrim’.

Finally in 1934 the school doors were closed for the last time
and Colin and I, the Langleys, the Edmonds and Maguires
attended Theebine School. We walked the four miles once a
day, leaving school at 2.30p.m. to come home on the rail motor
three times a week. Twice a week we rode there in style in the
butcher’s delivery truck.

My first teacher was Miss Mary Sheehan, who stayed with
my parents during the week and rode to and from her home at
Gootchie each weekend. I can remember her being thrown
from her horse one day just after I started school. Some of the
other teachers | had were Miss Mathams, Miss McLaughlinand
Miss Anson. They were all very young but my mother
‘mothered’ them and they became almost part of our family.

School was so very different in my school days. We used
slates and slate pencils sharpened to a fine point on a flat rock
at the back of the school. I wonder if it’s still there! Later we
progressed to pen and nibs and ink made up from ink powder.

Ilearnt my ABC by sight. Later when [ was in a higher grade
the system changed and preps. learnt ‘@’ like an apple on a
branch. Copy books were part of our lives and some pupils (but
never me) wrote an elegant rounded script. Maps were drawn,
hever traced.

Much of what we learnt was by repetition. For instance,Ican
remember Fred Bosel and I (the only members of Class 3),
standing on the verandah chanting “Liverpool on the Mersey”

' THESHRISTMAS VACATION.
- -»m:‘v:h? "ATE SCHOOL.

I. . The State Schdol at Miva closed for
4he “CGhristmas_ holidays on December
r3th, and-the parents and {riends as-
senibled in force to celebrate the occa-
sion, The day was 'i:cautifull_y fine, and _
up 16 lunch time games oi all kinds
~were indulged in. Aifterwards the com-
pany &athered in the school and a
rmusical wnd, recitative programime wits
given. Dialogue. “A happy Woman”
by Konnie Nahrung., Konnie Krafft,
Norman Nahrung and Percy Wilson:
recitations by Pear! Caulley and Eileen
and Adeline Lipsett; songs by the
school children, and a violin solo by
|Henry Wright. A book prize was
given to every child, in addition the
following special prizes were given:—
Teacher's prize for dictation, Norman
Nahrung, 1; Ruby Jenkins, 2. Mr. K.
I Nahrung's prize for third class, Nor-
man Nahrung, 1; Pearl Caulley, 2. Mr.®
K. Nahrung’s prize for first class. Ade-j
line Lipsett. 1: Eric Wright, 2. P’rize|
by anonymous donor. Norman Nah-
Tung. . School Commijtee prize, Ade-
line Lipsett.

Miss Nugent, the head teacher of
the school, deserves great credit for
the progress-made by the children dur-
ing the year. and to-day. receivd the
pleasing intelligence that the three zivls
entered from this school, Wilhahe! and
Konnie Nahrung and FEileen Lipsets,
had passed the examination for en-
trance to the High School ar Gympie
ina’most creditable manner. Williahel
Nahrung was the first of the three. and
received a handkerchiei satchel irom
Miss Nusent. The vrizes were distri-
buted by Mr. K. Nahruna.

for two hours. I'm not sure if our monotonous drone lulled the
teacher into forgetting us, but at least I've never forgotten.

Every day started with the whole school reading the Good
Manners Chart and reciting The Golden Rule. To me that Rule
still provides a wonderful guide to living.

The Inspector was an ever present threat to the young
teachers in country schools. He always arrived unannounced,
and teacher and pupils were terrified of his visits. I remember
Inspectors as sarcastic and generally scathing of our efforts and
[ wonder what today’s Teachers Union would have to say about
them.

Until the Inspector had made his annual visit, we had fifteen
minutes of drill each lunch hour. We formed fours and did
precision marching as well as vigorous exercises. We all hated
drill and I was delighted when 1 was seconded to play the piano
for the marching. The ability to play loudly enough to be heard
was much more necessary than any talent.

Because ‘the school’, as it was known, was used for dances
we had the advantage of that piano - it was our one luxury, and
our teachers made the most of it. Because of the piano, and
also because these very dedicated young teachers were keen
to bring some ‘culture’ into our lives, we had concerts. In
particular, Miss Mathams produced some fine concerts with 9
or 10 pupils, none of whom had any particular talent. People
from all the surrounding districts came and were well satisfied
with their 1/6 worth, which included a home made supper.

This large old building, unlined and unceiled, freezing in
winter and a veritable hot box in summer gathered us into a
tight knit group.

In retrospect, I don’t feel we were deprived because of the
obsolete furniture - the board that always fell off the warped
easel or the hard, splintery stools - for me, it was a happy place.
I remember the old Miva School with great affection.
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ABORIGINES

Miva lies in the heart of what was once Kabi Kabi tribal land
which covered the whole of the Mary Valley from Imbil to
Gootchie. The Kabi language group covered an even greater
area.

The Miva section was called Binji-Bunji - home of the flying
squirrel (sugar glider), and contained many bora rings and
sacred sites for initiation ceremonies.

A white horse appeared in the area, possibly straying from an
exploring party, and the natives unfamiliar with the sight called
it “Miva”. When John Townsend Atherton arrived in 1861, he
named his cattle station “Miva”, after the lone white horse. Mr
Atherton never had any trouble with the natives, and while
hostility between settlers and aborigines prevailed on other
settlements, there was peace and understanding at Miva
Station, with many of them working for Mr Atherton.

The most prominent of these was Johnny Johnny
{commonly called Johnny Miva), King of the local tribe. A brass
breast plate with the inscription “Johnny Johnny King of Miva,
From John Atherton” was made by Mr Atherton and
presented to Johnny Johnny, who wore it proudly during his
lifetime. This plate is still in the possession of the Atherton
family.

Johnny Johnny, King of Miva, and Tootle.

Quote from “A Century of Settlement” 1859-1959

Johnny’s wife, Toto, had a stiff leg, the result of having had a
tendon severed at the knee by her spouse’s tomahawk. His
explanation was, “That Pfella run about too much altogether”.
The story is told that some children on the way home from
school once foolishly tormented Toto’s dogs with firesticks. In
a great rage she pursued the children, brandishing a
tomahawk. However she was hampered by her stiff leg and
the children reached the safety of a barn on a nearby property.
The owner calmed the infuriated gin and promised that the
children would not offend again. Thereafter they were careful
not to provoke the natives.

Mabel and Cobbo, 1915,

Other well-known natives were Johnny’s brother, Doctor,
who had three wives and Charlie Durrawine and his wife,
Rosie. Charlie and Rosie had several children, including Moses
and Yippy who used to play cricket and tennis.

Yippy Durrawine.

This page sponsored by: BILL and KAY McBRIDE — THEEBINE HOTEL

58



Natives named Sammy and Paddy also lived much of their
lives on Miva Station, as did Charcoal and his wife, Topsy. The
latter had no children.

These natives roamed freely round the district visiting the
settlers, bringing them fish or performing a little work inreturn
for rations, particularly white sugar of which they were very
fond.

Sammy.

During the early years of the Annual Miva School Picnics, on
occasions the aborigines would gather, and decorated in their
ceremonial paint ,would give a corroboree. An annual event for
them was the receiving of a new blanket on the Queen's
birthday. They would gather at the Miva Store and the Tiaro
Policeman would distribute the blankets - that night the gins
would sleep on the new ones and the dogs would get the old
ones.

Johnny Campbell ‘Kagariu”, one of the Kabi tribe, was a
notorious native bushranger.

Maryborough Chronicle extract - 3rd July, 1879.

The aboriginal mind seems at present to be very much under
debbil-debbil influence. The blackfellow Johnny Campbell,
who perpetrated outrages on females at Tiaro and
Thompson’s Flat last week is still at large, but the police we
hear, are on his track in the direction of Teebar.
and in another column of the same paper -

There is no news et of the apprehension of the Coolie boy
who attempted a criminal assault on Mrs Bowden at Slaty
Creek. The woman was walking along with her little child, who
was some distance ahead, and whom the blackfellow was in
the act of assaulting when the mother interfered, and the brute
then seized the latter and tried to throw her down. Money was
then offered by the terrified woman who was released on some
being given without being further molested.

Mrs Bowden was the wife of the Miva School teacher.

There was a price of £300 on Campbell’s head, and it wasn’t
until he had brutally murdered a gin, that a determined search
was made for him, his trail being followed from Kilkivan via
Miva to Tewantin where he was captured. It is said the gins got
him drunk, to assist in his capture. On the return journey the
fugitive and his captors stayed overnight at Miva Station where
Campbell was chained to an old corncracker still standing at
the Station. His former tribesmen viewed him with horrified
fascination. He was hanged in 1880 at Boggo Road. The
outlaw’s brother, “Kilcoy” Campbell died at Miva as a result of
a broken thigh. The story of Johnny Campbell did not end at
the gallows. Because he was such a fine specimen, his power-
fully muscled corpse was placed in a cask of preserving fluid -
4lb white arsenic, 2lb carbonate of potash, 3lb corosive
sublimate, 40lb common salt and 40 gallons water. His corpse
was transported to the Berlin Anthropological Society, and
remains a part of their display. He was described as Homo
Australis “Umbelah”.

Quote from “A Century of Settlement” 1859-1959

The natives had many superstitious beliefs. For instance,
they believed that a young man could not die. If he did someone
must have “boned”’ him. In such a case, his gin would be given
the bones from his knees to place in adilly bag. She would then
dream the name of the person who had “pointed the bone” at
the dead man. When a native died a fire would be built near his
grave, so that the spirit would not return to the tribal camp fire
and annoy the living. The aborigines believed that a spirit
which they called a “Duggine” guarded the various
waterholes. If a strange blackfellow bathed in a waterhole in
the area belonging to another tribe, they believed that the
“Duggine” would do him harm.

Johnny Johnny and his tribesmen are buried in the aboriginal
cemetery on Miva Station, not far from their ancient initiation
grounds.

Yippy, out quickly during a cricket match at
Miva remarked to the incoming batsman, Moses -
"Hit 'im over Fraser Island, Mose!"

An employee of Mr. Atherton's, when corn was
being grown on Miva Station for Kelloggs was
heard to remark -

"Picking bloody corn,

Shelling bloody corn,

Bagging bloody corn,

Man smell like bloody corn."
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KANAKAS

The Kanakas were South Sea Islanders transported to
Australia as plantation workers. A number of these were
employed in the Sugar Industry of the district.

The following news items tell of one incident which occurred.
Maryborough Chronicle - 25th February, 1885.

A fatal affray occurred on the Kilkivan railway works at
Dickabram on Sunday night, in which a kanaka met his death
at the hands of one of the railway navvies, variously named
William, Greede, Green or Kinnan. It appears that a few
Polynesians employed on Mr Lipsett’s plantation on the Mary
River had cultivated for their own delectation a small patch of
watermelons, and on Sunday morning last the accused met
one of them carrying a melon and forcibly took it from him. The
robbed man feeling aggrieved, proceeded with four fellow-
islanders to Greede’s humpy on Sunday night and demanded
payment for the stolen melon. It is alleged that Greede made
no reply but picked up a very formidable stick from the interior
of the hut, rushed at the kanaka spokesman and struck him
heavily on the head. The kanaka died immediately. The affair
was made known to Constable McKay, who is stationed at
Dickabram, on Monday morning, and he made enquiries; but,
although several of the navvies witnessed the occurrence they
refused to give any information. Greede was eventually
arrested by Senior-Constable Pickering, and was brought up
at the Tiaro Police Court on Tuesday, charged with wilful
murder, and remanded. Dr Josephs, in the absence of the
Government medical officer, Dr O’Connor, proceeded to
Dickabram yesterday, in company with Mr W.H. Missing, J.P.,
to examine the body of the deceased.

Maryborough Chronicle - 4th March, 1885.

Mr W.T. Reid, of the firm of Reid, Ward and Reid, who is
managing a branch store of his firm’s at Dickabram, requests
us to contradict very strongly a paragraph in our local
contemporary, identifying him with the man William Greede
who was recently arrested for the murder of a Polynesian in
that locality. We have no doubt the allusion to our townsman,
though annoying to himself and friends, was purely
unintentional, and merely one of those unhappy slips of the pen
which will sometimes occur to the most careful paragraphist.

It appears the case was not continued. The victim was buried
on Lipsett property.

The best known of the kanakas who lived in the district was
Jimmy Langhai. When the time came for them all to be
returned to their Island homes, some applied for a release
which allowed~“them to remain in Australia. Jimmy’s was
granted and he spent the rest of his life at Miva Station. Young
men of the district used to tease him because he had no wife,
but he was unperturbed. “Me catch 'im. Me catch 'im” he would
say with a chuckle. However, he died a bachelor at the age of
92, in Maryborough Hospital.

Fishing Tale - Some fishermen spent quite a time digging
worms - fished for half an hour and caught 34 mullet which
wouldn’t fit in a sugar bag.

Newscutting - 1949
Fishing - For some weeks now, mullet fishing has been avery
popular pastime and some good hauls have been landed
particularly in the Munna Creek. When mullet are biting there
are few varieties of fish that can be landed with rod and float
line in greater quantities in such quick time.

Jimmy Langhai and John H. Atherton.

Ceratodus were so plentiful in the river that one could
walk along the edge of the water, and spear them among the
weeds with a pitch fork.

Mullet Fishing - Advice from the Butcher

Should you see a goanna on the way to the selected
fishing hole, then you know the fish will bite.

If the wind blows from the east the fish will bite
better because they can smell the salt air.

The fish must not see you so never wear a white
shirt or a straw hat,

The fish must not hear you so don't talk, but if
they aren't biting throw in a handful of gravel
to let them know you are there.

1931

Fishing.—A good deal of fishing is
being done in the river and several.
cases of good cod being caught are
reported.
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HISTORICAL TRIVIA

NEWSCUTTINGS/
ANECDOTES

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA

Since my last, the weather has been delightful, and it is a
pleasure to go out, the mantle of green which covers the hills
and flats is all one could ask for,

Farmers are busy again, repeating the old dose, the potato
crop, is being pushed in with all possible haste, as this crop
gives a quick return, if successful.

Maize, pumpkins, turnips and other lines are being pushed
in vigorously.

Dairymen are seeing a little more favourable, as | suppose it
would be safe to say, their supply of cream has doubled since
the rain, and they are all giving “Wide Bay Factory” the glad
eye, as their price for butter fai was well ahead of the
neighbouring factories. The cream supply of this district is very
d}iuided, Gympie, Maryborough and Murgon each getting a
siice.

First bananas on Urah grown by Tom Rayner about 1921, on one of the
soldier settlements. -

Qur banana growers are bringing in heavy supplies, but in
common with others in that industry the prices are not giving
much encouragement, still one remarked in conversation - we
must send more away.

The Banana Industry - Last year 772 cases of bananas, 43
cases of beans, 39 cases tomatoes, and 127 bags pumpkins,
were consigned from here for the southern markets. In
addition large quantities of bananas are sent two or three
times a week to Brisbane and Maryborough in the bunch.
They are mostly sugars and lady fingers. This industry is
making big strides here. The experiment of the consignment of
pumpkins was very successful, especially as the market was
very low in Queensland.

The Recent Flood - The recent flood in the Mary River whilst
not affecting Miva has left the banks of the river near the
railway bridge covered with sand washed down from the
higher reaches of the river. The sand in places is several feet
deep.

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA
Wild Pigs - Many of the farmers are being greatly annoyed by
a large number of wild pigs which come out of their mountain
lairs and do great damage to growing crops. Seuveral parties
have been organised to shoot the pests and some good hatls
are reported. Thereis hardly a crop in the district that has not
been rooted up or damaged by them.

Opossums - With the opening of the opossum season the
graziers are suffering great annoyance by trappers roaming
through their paddocks shooting the pests, both here and
along the Kilkivan line. To make matters worse, the cattle are
being disturbed by the shooters using torches. One prominent
grazier stated last week that many are keeping their fat cattle
with a view of the market improving, but if the trappers still
continue to disturb the cattle they will have to send them to
market at a loss.

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA

Weather - Though no frost has vet put in an appearance
here, the mornings are cool with bright sunny days, making
folk feel vigorous, and our district is reflecting that feeling, for
everybody seems busy. Dairying will be pushed, in the coming
spring, and several of our old established dairymen are making
arrangements for a branch dairy, evidently believing small
herds pay best, and with the general order of things now, there
may be something in it. Small farms and dairies would mean
less machinery and more employment. Farmers are taking
advantage of the fine spell, and are busy potato digging but
very few are being marketed.

Caitle - Mr G.L. Mant, of Gigoomgan loaded a special frain
of very fine bullocks for Brisbane on Tuesday last. The train
arrived at the yards slightly behind time, but the 165 bullocks
were trucked, by three drovers in the good time of 26 minutes.

Newscutting - 1931, MIVA

‘Possum Trapping - A few local men have tried their hand at
catching 'Possums, but judging by the number of skins going
away, no big catches have been made, and it is time these little
animals were given a few vears to breed up.

Newscutting - 1935.

The Effeminate Loco - The question of why a locomotive is
called “she” has been referred to a railway official. He replies:
There are many reasons for this. For instance, she wears a
jacket with a yoke, pin, shields and stays. She has an apron
and a lap, too. Not only does she have shoes, but she sports
pumps and even hose, while she drags a train behind her. She
also attracts attention with puffs and mufflers, and sometimes
she foams and refuses to work. At such times she needs to be
switched. She needs guiding and requires a man to feed her,
but most characteristic of all is that she is much steadier when
she is hooked up.
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On separate occasions, two motorists through different
circumstances, found themselves in the same unenviable
predicament. One driver was faking part in a car rally, the
other driving in a slightly inebriated condition at night. Both
drivers mistook the railway line for the road, at the Miva end of
the bridge, and got their vehicles firmly wedged on the railway
line, and fearing a train might come frantically sought
assistance. Fortunately help was forthcoming and the only
damage done was a slightly dented ego.

LA SR SN R S S S R S S 7

Dickabram bridge has its own private ghost. During the
construction, it is said that a workman wheeling a barrow load
of cement to tip into one of the four steel cvlinders,
disappeared. It is assumed he wheeled his barrow over the
edge and both he and barrow fell into the cylinder. No doubt
other barrow loads were quickly tipped on top of him. There
are many fishermen, who fishing for cod near the bridge on
cold winter nights, swear they have heard tapping and a voice
moaning in the very same cylinder. Perhaps it is only the
creaking caused by the expansion and contraction of the steel,
and the wind howling through the bridge supports, or perhaps
the ill-fated man'’s ghost.

LA SN S R N S S R R S 7

There are quite a few stories of people who walked, or
ran over the arches of the bridge. There are two Maryborough
men who can claim the dubious honour of going across. Oneis
Len Wheeler, who now lives in Creek Road, the other is Ted
Rayner who resides at Mary River Heads. In Ted’s case, he
wore a pair of leather soled elastic side riding boots, and after
walking up one side to the top, thought they might be a bit
slippery for the descent, so calmly stood on one leg, while he
pulled off each boot, and threw them down on the decking.

L S S N N 2 R R RS S

Newscutting - 1936.

The old signalman was the most important witness at an
action for damages. A man had been knocked down at a level
crossing. At the cross-examination he persisted that he waved
his lantern frantically but in vain. “Bill, you were excellent,”
said the superintendent. “lwas afraid you would break down.”

“No fear,” was the proud reply. “But I was a little nervous in
case they asked me if my lantern was lighted.”!!!

LA SR SN SR R S S R S N

During World War II, Maryborough was the flying base
for a RAAF Wireless Air Gunnery School which was equipped
with Wackett Aircraft, a small two seater Australian designed
and built aircraft. Almost daily, a number of these planes
would flv south to a point around Miva using the bridge as a
visual navigation point. Some fimes, these aircraft flew at very
low levels and possibly many a pilot was tempted to fly under
the bridge. On ene occasion it is believed this did happen. An
aircraft, which at first could be heard but not seen, suddenly
rose up above the treetops, on a flight path which might have
taken it under the bridge. In recent times it is believed that
F11I's from Amberley use the bridge either as a navigation
point or target.

LN SN SEE N U N SN S S S 4

A mob of sheep driven from Monro overseered by a
gentleman named Homer, were run and lambed on the
Dickabram flats prior to the bridge being constructed.

*  k kK kA ok Kk Kk Kk A K

Miva is pronounced 'My-va',
not Me-va.,.

4940

The Song of the
* Taxpayer

The art of the taxing authority is
not unknown in the U.S.A, This was
~ompored in desperation hy a poet,
ahn deshied modestly to remain
anopymous, and sent to White House"

Tax the farmer, tax his dad;
qux whate'er he ever had ;
It he's broke it's just too bad.
Go ahead and tax the man,
‘rax hls cow, tax her milk,
Tax his bed, tax his cuilt,
Pax his pig, tax hig pen,
‘tax his flocks, tax his hen,
Fax his corn, tax his wheat,
Tux hix wnggon, tax the squeak,
Tax hix wife, tax his boy,
Tax whatever gives him joy,
Tux his baby, tax his cot,

.. 14X his nll—who gives a jot.

< qict hig goat—tax his ass,
‘Tax his horses out ai grass,
‘'nx his fiddle, tax his Low,
‘I'nx what he intends to sow,
Remember the Forgotten Man,
In your so-called taxing plun,
Ho has income, so they say,
Most of which he ought to pay.
‘I'ax the man thdt's oni the dole,
et him In a deeper hole.
‘Fux the manulacturer, too,
He in more than geeting through.
Tax the man who works for him.
'Fore hls pay cheque gets too thin.
Tax hls bulldings, tax his chattels,
Tax his Ford and all its rattles,
Tax his stock, tax his cash,
Tax him double If he's rash.
Tax his lght, tax his power,
Tax hls payroll by the hour,
Il he's makipg more than rent,
Add another five per vent:
Tax whate'er he has to ecll,
If he hollers—tax his yell,

193¢

Novelty at Anzac Addresses.

A realistie wonelh was ailded to (he
Algne Day gatherings at the Thee.
hine, Munna  Creek  and  Glenecho
schools, whieh wers attended by Mr,
A Mo Kerlin, The children of these
schools Iearnt 1 great deal yvesterday
aboul the grim teuths of the Great
Wi, not so much from  what My,
Kerlin aml ¢'r. W. H, Sauer, who ac-
companied im, had to say, bul  {rom
thee relles and souvenirs which M,
Kerlin ook with him from the colle..
tion in the Gympie Soldiers® Hall and
explaineg 1o the ehildren. Among
these was the wooden headstoen, -
tesenrred and weather worn, from a
war grave in France, which bore the
inseription “Second Lieut. J. 0. Ethell,
Killi! in action, October 3, 1917, 23rd.
Bat. ALF.” Very little seems to he
lknown of this soldier angd Mr. Kerlin
recognised great interest among the
chiliven when he referred 1o him as
the “Unknown Soldier.” Another of the
souvenirs was a pair of German
blucher hoots, the soles and heels of
which still bear mud, caked hard and
dry, from the fields of Flanders. The
famous 'sword-bayonet, mill bombs,
gas masks and steel helmets were all
interestingly imspected by the chil-
Aren, while many were proud to try on
the muasks and helmets,
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MIVA AND MUNNA CREEK

FERTILE LANDS AND GROWING HERDS

FLOURISHING, INDUSTRIOUS DISTRICT

VARIED PHASES OF RURAL ACTIVITY

sorthern railway at Theebine.

It is o far ery hack Lo the sixties
when flie pioueers hewed away  the
scrub and cked  out a precarions liv
ing.  They suffered untold havdships,
Drays and packhorses took their sur-
plus produce to Gympie. The railway
north had not  come thew, and  the
branch line to Kinguroy was a fur-
off dream.

Munna Creck. still more or less  »
problem fop {raftic, was a uightmarve
then. The old-timers tvok their drays
to "the bauks and leaded their produce
on . their shoulders. climbed down the
Weep  elifts 1o the  water.  waded
through  and climbed cqually  steep
bapks on the other side 1ty load their
drays there.

Those  were  the  davs o hard,
pioneering work. With & three hushel
bag of maize " over  their shonlders
carly settlers followed o precarious
path down e clifts  and zigrzugged
their way up a heartbreaking climb
after the crossing; they were stout of
limb and muscle.

To-day thut is ~ changed, Dbridges
and erossings—1ihough they huve not
yet solved the flood problem—span the
water wavs #nd motor trucks carry
the produce to the railliead.

THE RAILWAY

Well after the carliest  days  the
railway ceme from Gywpie to Mary-
borvugh und the trek to- Gvmpie was
cut out, and Gundial berame the poind
af shipment. That was o little over
50 vesrs ago,  lLater came  the Kin-
gavoy line and Miva look its plave as
the raillicad.

However, though the (errible isola-
tion of the bush hay been couquered
with cars, telephones and wirveless, the
man on the Jand finds life  no casy
progress to security, The roads in
wany. parts. of the area are had. and
to those who export fruit they are a
nightmare. The jolting the fruit must
get while traversing the bad stretehes
has an adverse effeet on the produve,
and bruising deprives many a struggler
of portion of his hard-carned return.

LEEK DAIRY and beef cattle herds, waving grasslands, acres of
cultivations, and hillsides of fruit farms mark the rural in-
dustry of Munna Creek and Miva, prosperous little centres just a
few miles along the Kingaroy line from its junction with the main

The district is fertile, its people industrious, and even the most
casual visitor must be impressed with the success that has been won
by the pioneers and those who have followed and carried on.

But thal is g problem of all lightly-
populated uress.  Mivy is ot lying
down resignedly. Tt is pushing alead.
IL is growing; the ronds  f( for the
men on the land ave on their way, The
progress might he slow, Lt it is sure
and with that knowledge the people
are content to Jubour and bLuild that
the future may give a wonderful Licrl-
tuge to their childien un the unticn.

INCREASED DAIRYING

Among  the vicissitudes  gufferee
there has been none so fRr resehing
in ity eflect than the prevailing slump
in prices. I has been depressing, und
farmers hwve looked this way and
that for # solution. One oulstunding
chunge ix being effected through jt—
that is, dairyiug. Farwers niore and
more are adopling dairyvivg, uot that
the dairy indusiry hias not suffered in
the slump Lut hecanse the return’,
thongh low, is steady.

FForty-tive years ago the first Separa-
tur was seen in the districet, Last
year 72 tous  of eream  left  Miva
station fop the hutter taciories. This
vear. however,  there will be a re-
warkable inerease due to the inercas-
ing activity in  dairying and o a
hountiful scason, TEvidenee of this is
seen in the shipment of  eream last
week, Nearly 51 tons of the produet
puassed through. So great has been
the increase that exiensions  to (hwu
eream shed at {he station have Leen
asked for, The present avringements
are inadequate,  And with the inecreas-
ing settlement aud the coming into
operation of smaller dairy herds, run
as ap adjunct to the fruil farmy, the
production wil! leap alicad further,

Thousands of acres ol goud serub
land, ideal for fruil growing. are
locked up in forestry reserves,  Syme
day, pw']nqm. this land  will be re-
leased wnd a great influx  of settlers
will e secured.

TIMBER RESERVE

The tinber reserve ut the top énd of
the Jistrict has  not Leen cut  sines
1926,/27 when some six or seven mile
livn reet of timber was secured. The

vulting comprised. in the main, pine
and the smallest tree was 72 inches in
girth, . When culting is  wguin per
mitted another luirge shipent will be
sveured and tresh money poured into
the distriet,  Though this reserve may
uever be made available for settloment
tiere ure thousunds upon thousamls of
Other avres which, it unlocked. would
suppurt many settiers,

GROWING l

wit Bos ig part in the

g Ill‘ r::"::caal;cﬁ,l;nd though
! was not of the

TJ ’lr"l! ::; ;T::E::l vilues milituted
™ f.-:'hlg shipments,  there passed

reugh the Miva railhesd 681 i;r_u:ws
anapus amd HOU huniihes. ine-
e te the extont of 405 cdses and
Y aern #f Epawy wers ulso  de-
v feedl,  The total consignments  of
cpuit comprised  JRDocases and
) oeases of tomatoes, Had
heon  more  puspicious
[\il\‘l_- ITHET

et
crn were Ml
F wisln »
sonmignments would
' werterindly |-|l]m||vl|-1'|. .
Josnanas fingd Al _-utfl mu! vlimate
“pne dlistrict to their hkufg a.ud
womlerfully,  Diseuse 158 prae
unknown, and the size of t!uj
et grown s onn all-round tally of
wils mest grinke.  Huowever, rl‘:.‘L'llll_\'.
B weasuring 11 incbes,
weeet apevimens of the fruit, we e
Pl wAny g the return preved #
vat alisnppoindment Lo the growers,
wimante the eonsminer pays tor rrulll
ovia quality, bt the  grower's
c wooften a *chu=se of another
Mived farwing sinee the early duys
o tern the ““long suit™’ of the dis:
for and aplendid wsehievements have
on revnrtded, Pl llgril’U‘“UTH] lamd
antopeet to fowding and is heing con-
sually renewed,

What hardship the floods cause o
s i~ muel more than eounterbal-
v Ly the benelit the land receives.
wing Creek hrings  down rich soil.
s waterwny hax ity source in the
u? .t Biggenden  and fraverses a
py wtieleh of eountry hefore it
anties atsedt dutle the Mary. Heavy
beoat ity head take aboul two days
o down, Twea]l rain, no matter
oot eadent, hias Jittle if any offeet
W The old creek has watered (be

o

Jrove
pally

herdy of vewrs, the dairy stock

Poweandnys and horne timber dowh,

© e anfted  qo Muryhorough und
Ltosnwmilis an the Muary, Throngh
A it has watered the land qud
tressed i with silt,

LUXURIANT GRASSES

= wneficent nflaence  ix oseen i
Stowth awd thickness of the grass.
Cohime orows luxgriantly, Rhboldes
Cevbixcend the natural grasses sre
cod deseious Aong  the river
Drovs g owater couck, and  this
sebes petlinpy the finest feed of all
Socks The cattle love it They
courn the divest uther fodder the
has 1y olier ty Lrowsy on this

P gews easily ana well, The
. el ol e farme threughont the
Cret et the elsim for the land
EoTewpie urower, Tons ajron
s by e stored uway in stacks
"Im.;nh.:] III--r the l.can vears, The
ittt el Ahe distriet take nu risks.
'Pltl-:i"r”r ity close to Nuture have
“.-"' Iit!-uf'_rtn that the lean yeurs come
LIS lur;euxu”.\\;')iulkimd' i atofy, £HN

: 1 luvish hand and

by A
1 m;'w:""" miggardly thau the clos:

L8
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The férud praduep o¢ ghe Al ey
glwaysy tound %?ﬁgdyﬁlﬁ!d"mher'
parts, and when ‘King™ Dfought helds
sway vlsewhere the ativa district  is
often {0 the rescue. Lust yecar 901
bags of produce were sent by rail.
Potutoes grow  well in the distriet.
They huve a quality that finds a
ready markel. The yield, though by nu
wezns amongst the record breakers, ;s
sound and constant. The general aver-
age sustained is from two and s half
to three toms. wnd, given good prices,
there is « return worth the having.
Muize, also, is extensively grown and
must farms return about the 3V bushel
mark to the acre which is considered
quite sutisfactory. There have been
higger viclds here and there, but the
quality of the product is sound and the
vield in keeping wilk the laVwur. Far-
wers find it a paying proposition.
CATTLE STATIONS.

The name of Atherton, one of  the
carliest, if not (he earliest, in the dis
trict. is still carried on with the orig-
ina) holding, Miva station. Mr. J. T
Atherion is the present owner, and the
station spreads itself over an arca of
22 U0 weres of splendid grazing  eoun-
try. Other large statioms in the  ad-
joining district are Marodian and Gig-
oumgan. These {wo stutions adjoin vnc
another, and from the boundary  of
Marodiun  across  the  station and
through Gigovingan to its boundary re-
quires a ride of 13 miles. Dovedale
is another stativn carrying large herds
and occupying an exteusive acreage.

The water supply of the district is
goud. Creeks abound, and it s al
very infrequent intervals that rumnning
witer is  not available. Up on  the
Ural mountaing  wells are  plentiful
and the water prablem seldum reaches
avutr dimensivns,

The rainfall is not parlicularly large
Over o fourteen yenr periml, from 19314
to 1934, the average was 3835 inches,
Last vear's figures were not’ availabie,
hut a1 Flagstone, about four miles from
Niva, the hone of Cr. W. Sauer, the
registration tor  the year was  46.44
inches. At this property is an ohject
Tessan in the art of preparing for  a
dronght. A large hay shed has  over
90 tons of lucerne hay ready i play
its paot ghould  King Drought again
Pic . up his seeptre. Cro Sauer is #
compirative “voungster™ in the  dis-
triet.  He went on to_his present hold
ing abont the time of the sar. In 1915
be left te do his bit ais country.
He still wears the of his ser-
Viee, e was severe  wounded v fhe
lefl leg. losing abuw 4 inclies of his
thigh base. and though he wialks wiln
a limp and -has 1o contend with pain
and suffering, he has wade good  and
typitics the spivit of the man wn the
land. He hus great faith in the dis
trict @nd  despite his  handicap has
found time tv give four vears of sci-
vice to the Tiuro Shire, the local
anthority governing the area. On Bat-
orday « Lridge spanping Munua Creek
wus opened and given his name in re-
roguition of his services. It was a fit.
ting und graceful tribute to his stout-
heartedness.. '

oMiva is the -rhithead for: ‘!:ak

of the district. Tbouéh'ﬂsa&n oot
a\big year for stock export, 1951 eattle
-and 332 pigs were shipped away. The
district hreeds fine catile and ‘the
prices for the consignmeuts sold were
relatively govud.

VEGETABLE = S8UPPLIES,

At different periods vegetables have
made a goodly  showing in the prous-
perity index of the ares, but. fhe ex:
port figures last year showed a decided
slmup. Only six bags of cabbages wero
ritiled. The season was not kind  to
this  xection  of the rural activity.

Peus ulso wee in light supply. A mere’

26 hags were \trucked.  Beans, on the
other hand, fu\pd ‘much Letter, though
the culpat can \ot be regarded us ap-
proaching the peak shipments.

A total  of 630 Lags  woeut  sways
Though naturally vegetables are  ouly
a osmall sideling the possitrilities of o
Liggoer production when the growth of
urban population demands it cannot Le
forgotten and the faet that splendid
vegetables have been grown and  ex
ported further enhanees the reputation
of the quality of the soil.

One thing that impresses the trav-
eller  at Miva is the fact that the
seftlers do wot #it doewn and whistle
for the wind. If a thing nceds doing,
and they cun do ity they do so.  Tue
roads are the biggest haandicep to the
distriet.  ‘The farmers obviously caw-
nut build their rvads and run  the
farms, but they do what they ¢sn. Out
Glen Lieliw way where Lananu plunta-
tions cluster the hillsides the road is
in i frightful condition. The farviers
here cut wuother  track through the
scrub and  made a deviation: to Jet
them get through. - It swvas a nuble ef-
fort, bat with .1 wel scuson it cut up
and tinally had to .be ahavdoneq.

SELF-HELP.

Grants by the  Tiaro Shire Cooneil
to faywers to do work un the rpad
have praved wise expenditores. One
example af the value given i6 apen op
the road leading out to 8haplands, past
the Glen Lcho schuol wup the range.
Here mussive logs have been fitted in
to hold the road on the c¢liff side aud
cxtensive work las been douc. The
work carried out called for hard lab-
our and intelligence aud the farmers

carried out a splendid jos for a cust
of £20. An expuert in roud work es
timated tbat to put one log in place
would cust a “fiver” and there  are
‘many of these logs apart from  the
other work, A district which has men
like thut—men who will not give in
und tlee to the comyort of the ecilies -
,wust prosper.

+ Every district somewhere in its his-
torv has seen much wining activity.
The Munua Creek are. "ias bLeen  no
exceptiovn. At Forest Vale aud Run-
, niug Creek there has Leen a little gold
won and the district has bueen pros-
peeted ever since the days of its Lirth.
In this arca, also, coal has becy dis-
covered. A seam wur uncovered uot
£pr from Munnu Crevk i the general
v oution of Flugstoue. An old times
fndoied Martin Lawson, did sume work
on it and u shipment was carted by
bullock waggon tu Gundish. The ven
Lure, however, did nol prove a success
and was quickly ubundoned.

SOME PIONEERS.

Awong the pioueers two real ol
timers still live and carry their years
lightly. They ure Mr. W. Gesch and
Mr. Hewry Kunsl,  Bolh grey beards,
they can tell tales of incredible lugd-
ship wheu wen lived very trugally by
thy copious aweut of their hrow—wlvn
the ouly cowmtort was a slub hut ‘and
the vudying hupe that they would see
better times. They both hsve dune wo.

The past hay gowe, The present is
well. But, what of the future? There
should be little tear of that. The Loust
of huappy, Uright-eyed, sturdy children
seeu at the picnic last Suturduy wher
Suuer's bridge was opened gives an
ussurance that the work will be car
ried ou and further suceess cruwn tie
eadea.vours of ‘all who have doune their
Lit to make the Miva and Muuna diy
tricts a Fertile, prosperous lundd, where
ouce ouly the wilderness reigned.

Atherton’s swamp near Munna, 1924,
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Opening Sauer’s Bridge.

Train derailment at level crossing past Sandy Creek on the Sexton Road,
June 1925,

Clearing wreckage,
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Unloading lucerne at Miva.

Miva Township.

e . 1900

MIVA,

A gocial in aid of the Oddfellow’s Society
wes held in Mr. Heidman's barn, Friday 12th
April, and was said to be one of the best dances
yet held in the district. The social was well
patronised, between forty and fifty couple

graced the floor. The costumes of the ladies

were really splendid, in partinlar, Miss A.
Klntkie, pale blue, Miss Woods and Miss Row,
white. Danecing commenced at 8§ p.m,, and
was kept up to near daylight. All the quiet
nooks were in great request by the courting
couples. I would like to warn one couple in
particular not to leave o handkerchief behind
them, as it is apt to give them awwy. One
young lady in blue evidently thought her
young mun was just the cavrLy tlower, going
to follow the young brother's example, eh
Dave? Sengs were rendered by Misses Walsh
and Lawson, & recitation by Mrs, Ioster which
sarned a well deserved encore, one young geng
sang, or ruther gave an imitation of singing,
“Rocking the baby to slesp, lots of the
audience wished he was. One young lady
sang ** Is there room for Mary thers."  Judg-
ing by the size of her, about § feet, it wouldn's
take many Mary's to take up all the room}
Only one incident marred the evening, one
prominent Oddfellow talking abeud plugging,
but tha¥was all as I think the plugging would
have been on the other side. A couple of
young chaps showed great sprinting ability
during the night, a rvegular caze of run legs,
body isin danger. The Committea and all
who helped are to be comgratulated en the
success of the affair, and ‘tis to be hoped they
will treat us to another one soon.

p——

Carting goods from Maryborough during the first big railway strike,

c. /1900

MIVA.,
A WEDDING AT MIVA.

A very pretty wedding tool pluce at Miva
on ‘WVeduecsday, the 1st Mzy, the Rev. Dr. Knipe
officinting, the contracting parties being Mr.
Thomas Caully, of Gunalda, to Annie, only
daughter of Mr. John Tuliock, of tiis pleasant
litile locality. The bride, who was given uway
by her father, lovked charming, and was at-
tended by Miss Addys, ol Brisbuue, as brides-
maid ; and the latler, with ber winning ways,
made some of the young mien feel as if they
would like to tie a knut, too; cspecially one
young fanner, who, by his antics during the
day, gave one the Impression that he would
rather be sitting in an arm-chair with a brides-
maid than be Rocing with any Gywmpie young
lady. Now, Ted, waich of the three is it to be ?
The bridegroom was watehed very envefolly
by his eldest brother {Mr. Jas- Caully—an Ips-
wich policeman) as best mun, who pulled Tom
through in good style. The wedding presents
were numercus and costly, amongst them being
a buggy, horse, and hainess from the bride's
parents. After the ceremony the company saf
down to a capital wedding breakfast, about
45 people being present  Alter the tcasts had
been drank, and the good things done full jus-
tice tv, the bridal party left (amidst a perfect
deluge of rice and good wishes) for Pialba,
where the honeymoon was spent. In the even-
ing a dance was held in the large barn, abont
25 couples facing the music, which was chiefly
supplied by the old favorite, Jack Milne, the
M.C.-ship being left in the hands of Mr. G.
Nanhrung, who filled his place to perfection.
MF¥. Caully can only boast of one danghter, bnt
it the tall amount of mashing which took place
at the dance is any criterion, he will soon have
four daughters-in-law. Rumor has it that the
bobby and the young lady in Mackay are not
golnyg Lo waste much time, but they will want
to chift things if the$ are going to be next, ag
sontevae will have a nice little Gusch in his
arms eve long.  Another young lady had u nice
little Cuuldly-flower in her arms, who was very
attentive to her. Weall join in wishing Mr,
and Mrs, Caully long life and prosperity., All
preseitt at the function enjoyed themselves im-
meunsely. Great credit is due to Mr. and Mrs.
Tullock for the good time we had, and I am
only soryy they hiave not got another daughter
who would get marvied shortfy, Bush people
help one another, and thanks are due to all
those who so freely assisted Mrs. Tullock on
that great day.

The toff dairyman need not be afraid to
drive his dray in daylight. .

The Dickabram goodshed, like all other
good things, is & long time coming.

I am sorry to have to report the deaths of
two of our residents, the one being Mr. John
Johnson, an old and respected resident; the
family huve our deepest sympathy. The other
was Miss Ade Jensen, & young lady 20 years of
age. Mr. and Mrs. Jensen have our deepest
sympaty, &s it is only about 18 months since
hey buried a daughter 12 years of age.
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Wide Boy MNews
at-1-(88b

DIUKABRAM.
FROM OUL OWN CORKESPONDENT,]

S ey woe beldoon Buesday Laseat the
Wantway  Brolgs Hotel, Dickabran, heforve
WL Wiksom, s, WP tonchingg the deicth
af Thomas Levy i lidbwer ou the Kilbiviug
Theoneh Railway, who wot L diadh on
sy Bst throngh talling ' from the Mary
wiver Bridge nt Dickabrion,

Franecis  Gough' dupogial 10 siselug the
doveased go oon the brideo wbout B o'vlpek
o’ Sutunday night awd soon wfterwards
et btk s oof some one falling on
die Ierdyges Wituess went o Lo the Imﬁgﬂ
out could uot see any onedbops, thgp went
aepoys Lo the hotol, gnd net fadjingtthe. e
ek thorp conchdud he had, fallen-otf ghe
wurilire padifut  oneo puiked; the  dlam.
Witneys stated dusessod “was vory: drunk ;
b L ‘otten sren him thiy werso for liguor,

. Luhe Lonis }"I'NIL‘h,.-'.l_igrlt'!_ll\.'-l', deposed to
dnding tho body of deecased ander the rivor
rridge; belioved from l)t' pesition in which
e hody was foun U thaf decensed wo o b
Sudlen thvowduthe bridge s <iw a native up
satliuning [eople ugainst vrossing v bridigo;
. o by sty tar diquor
holievod¢hi: Bridga o be sute For ‘s sobpe
mn Lo erosy, iF e hal "gdt gond ‘pecved’y
there was i Doobeay hutwoen the metals
oo, sty Th Trtige ahonU 3t wile, on
which persons could walk;  dedosed  tell
whout koft; o auft,
- Joh Budd, ciwevier, depdud Lo swcunapuny -
thy previous wittess in searcl for decensed
and fhmding the body g, believad the cdyse
of degiased’ s death was Tulling theoygh the
bridige; thought deceasind Lell (bont SUEp, ;
Naw ddeccid it £ felock in the aftermcon,
il sgeain in thie evening whout 7 o'clock .
duregsed wis The worse For Ligquoe “ou hoth
ageitatous ;e wilway bridge is ngb e public
ihogrowghturcs theve i3 w perteotly  safe
vioseinyy by ity of ‘he fow devel brivdge
thare 15 vothiog Lo o vent persons frowm
etvinsin the railway bendge. -

Conatable M Kuay stited tha? n Satunlay
cventiy Lo pasaed dessisd i Messrs,
A Dernatto e Owen's yar U he appears- i Lo
In worse Lo D - dout 10 minates
e, Tinds the fral witiness iaiorunad him
thaint e huand tudlow ot the beidges went back
and wdw the oaly Byngg sl the Voo of the
st e of pues onc the eist cud, and foan
Tiepost— ] e St e win— by
deeamed  wiast hasve Jfadlen a1
bride, deecased sebinam Uuw were s
and s ogk broven; kinew blm e hea-idieed
o drink, ~ : R .

i closal thi evide ce for the inguiry,
Tromay he stated phial # cade the appronehes
il cavhe e o the bl e boet s
pleted for Scme G the ventre o apon pft.l'l
AT beidees it ns yer andecked (oxepu
Dettween The nedald and o % {eansrhis
piert Ehad Al doessed Eeb e wisgl{t lwcinge

 lweh ot e decisigand worae tor drink,
R S A S o
..|l'.ﬂu: ol i-l]‘l-' "uf '|,]u' '|'|-|"|,-'|&ir Tullen
sl botween ahe dronwork,  Thy de-
etk i el Keewn Lo have any Baensls in
Cnednslivndd, v cme up v \inw-_:‘iuilrl:
Wales, 7T e funnead Lo pluce oh gaudday
aftegmout, o ATmhee of workinds en s
the s lday neseniding, Tl st fﬁﬁ:
ey icdent that s ol on Ohid] dipe
Tty e CRE IR wee b imbably
the et ok the stragtuo wall s cbes pra
‘--.'-N.'U.l'.' o

S

12 - 188w -

A FARAL & vary
nature o Mive om Monday.
The river at the wite of [he | X

instantly plupged into t ver and
, cbildrea w land,

tut though ahe meede eflort was

wuabie %0 rescue the boy and the

giwrl Pain, who were un t

Hearch was made for the and in

Bridge victim

I read with interest the article on
the Dickabrann Bridge written by Mr’
Alex Nahrung (Chronicle, July 28).

I think one of the graves men-
tioned could be that of my grand-
father, Thomas Megann, who was
drowned while working on the
bridge on January 18, 1885, aged 36.

News did not travel fast then, and
he had been buried for a few days
before my grandmother learnt of the
tragedy.

My mother, the late Mrs Harry
Banville, of Kint Street, was nine
months old at the time. Other
daughters were: the late Mrs W.
Lewis, the late Mrs Emie Skinner
sen., both of Walker Street, Mrs
Jack Stickley sen. and Mrs Tom
Barnes, both of whom lived and
died in Rockhampton.

My grandfather’s only son, Tom
jun., lived and died in New Zea-
land.

My grandmother later married
Mr Dave Gitsham, and lived in
Coventry Street where their daugh-
ter Edie, Mrs George Rayner, re-
sided until her death. — DULCIE
MOUNSEAR, 659 Kent St,
M’boro.
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