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Memarial Fark, Gympée

Memorial Park is located on the traditional lands of the Gubbi Gubbi/Kabi Kabi people.

Sitting in the heart of the city, it is only a few short steps away from Gympie's historic
Mary Street, on a triangle of land bordered by River Road, Reef Street and Young Street.

After gold was discovered in 1867, the land was cleared for alluvial mining. oty
A sawmill was built there after the flood of 1870. Following a public meeting 4
' P

in 1919, the site was eventually transformed into the -
Memorial Park we know today.



Gold Mining

In 1867, gold was discovered and miners took up claims in the area
stretching from the Mary River along to what is now Memorial Park.
Trees were felled and a track was made - which is now River Road.

By mid-1868, the European diggers had abandoned their claims and
Chinese miners took over and reworked the ground.

The miners established an area on River Road where the skate park is
now. Here they produced vegetables and the area became known as
Pumpkin Flat. All the while, they were still mining the gold claims in the
Memorial Park area.

The flood of 1870 washed away most of this area and the alluvial
mining declined, making way for another industry — sawmilling.

R :
Ao View from Calton Hill, overlooking Pumpkin Flat ad
'y" %+ and the back of Mary Street, now Memorial Park late 1869, i ”J&!
K £ photograph by Thomas Mathewson 7

e

[ PR P o

| e B ..i:-

-..I.,-Il e o ; ”."‘_
i e =




The Union Sawmill began in 1869 when William Ferguson,
William Henderson and Robert Dath built the sawmill on allotments
F8 and F9 in Mary Street. After the 1870 flood, the mill was rebuilt

and over the next 47 years more mill buildings were erected behind
Mary Street on the former alluvial diggings.

During 1917, the Ferguson & Co’s Union Sawmill moved to the

site of the former Phoenix Goldmine at One Mile — this is now the
Council Depot in John Street. The move allowed logs to be received
and sawn timber to be sent by rail on the newly opened Mary Valley
Rail line.

After the sawmill moved, the River Road site became derelict until
the end of World War I.

» Union Sawmill, c1872
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The Making of
Memorial Parts

It was January 1919 when the Gympie Mayor,
Alderman Robert Stitt, presided over a

community meeting to decide on a memorial
to fallen soldiers. It was decided to establish a
memorial as a lasting tribute to those citizens
who had fallen during the Great War of 1914-
1918 and the Boer War of 1899-1902.

It was Arthur Henderson (son of Union
Sawmill owner, William Henderson) who
suggested a memorial in the form of a park
and announced that his family would donate
the land that was the former site of the Union
Sawmill.

At a public meeting on 26 March 1919,

the Henderson offer was accepted and a
committee was appointed to raise funds
and supervise the project. The Brisbane City
Council donated the services of

Harry Moore to design the park, which
included an electricity supply for the park
at a time when electricity was just being
introduced to Gympie.

i memorial might take

T ——————

PROPOSED SOLDIERS'
MEMORIAL.

—

GYMPIR, January 10.

The Mayor (Alderman R. Stitt) pre-|
gided last night at a public meeting
called to consider the form of a memor-
ial to our fallen soldiers. Mr, C. Fat- |
terson  suggested that a monument
should be erected on 8 vacant piece of
land at the top of Mary-street. Mr. A,
A. Hendersom said it had occurred to
him and hi# lamily that the proposed
the form of =&
park, and with that idea in view, he
was authorised to offer, on their behalf
and in memory of their father, a Bite
at the Union Sawmills enciosed by the
river road and two gullies, betweem 2
and 3 acres in area, on condition that
the land was made into a park &8 a
imemorial for the soldiers, to be vested
in the City Council, It would be oOb-
jected that the land was under flood
mark, but there had been no water oo
it since 1847, Mr. Llewelyn appreciated
Mr. Henderson's offer, but his idea Was
in the direction of endowing a scholar-
ship, 8o that poor parents might be anle
tn send their children to the Unfversity.
After further discussion it was resolved
to take steps to create a memorial
to the falien soldlers, The thanks of
the mecting were accorded to Mr. Hen-
derson and family for their offer, and
it was decided to write to the Brisbame
ity Council, and try and obtain Mr.
Moare's services to report om the
schems. :

——————

Proposed soldiers’ memorial,
The Brisbane Courier,
Saturday 11 January 1919, page 7

AnCe,

The Memorial Park.

FXECUTIVE COMMITTER
MEFTING,

A osiwling was held bast pighl i
the Town Mall, of thy Falley Sold.
fers” Memorinl Park . Eseeutive. Mr,
. Hankin presided, and apologised
for the Mayor (Ald, Sedeman) and

Mre. V. YL Torer. The rosienntion of
Me. AL UL Iy Austin v o memler
of the Pagpire fete committes  wak
received and was held over il nest
mestivee, Messrs, N Anderson  and
“on, whose  property nilloins  the
propossl  park, pleced their  lapd
under olier 1o e connmit tee Mty
s, RO Rankin, 100 SUitt, and T,
MacBounell were  aopainted to  ne
woliate with Mr, Anlersen, aml
tort ot nexl meeling,

The commities appointed ta  col-

leet donntions reported having  wet
With great woecess, ipdividosl donne
thme up to Lo e proanised,

Mr., Dawson was steocted (o so
ervis the demolition and stacking
of the butldings and thaler on U
site, AL waste timber 5 Lo Lo 8,00,
mid the hindnce to b stpeked and
("rl‘-iilrlll’d- Whit s reguired witl e
Evit and (e balance sold,

Mr. Pawson reforted that e wos
well sptisfied with the work done hy
the returpned  soldlers, and gt Ihlr
e wers nlse sabisticd  with  theiy
work., The gt money from the He-
patrintion Pund, had not yvot come
to hand, hut it was <tated ghe Cly
Councll woulid foot the Will, upti] i
wins available.

Mesars, Tonw,  Hankiy
Pognell wore apppinted  to
donations ip Marvy Steeet, The
retnty was  instrocted 1, unrite 1o
the Architects Institutes, in lris
bane, Melbourne, apd Suiney,  ask
ing for their gssistanee ip getting
Aultable deslgn for the  wemorind
KRlow gt g cost of LoD Lo LHMM,

Al the honorary . distrler  execiy-
tivem are to he psbs) (o et in the
Town Hall on the Vith Jun:,  foyr
the purpose of organining their dis
tricts  for  the colleeting  of  donn.
tions, ote,

A vote of thap's 1o the ehalrman
rclos~l the pueting,

il Mac-
eallvet

T
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The Memorial Park,
Gympie Times,
Saturday May 31 1919, page 5
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Gympie Memorial Gardens.

The Gympie and Widgee District Fallen
Boldiers’ Memoria! Committee recently
wrote to the Brishane City Council ask-
ing that its Parks Buperiniendent shounld |
be allowed to visit Gympie for the wr-‘
pose of advising in connection with the
laying out of Memoriasl Gardens. A_u-i
port from the whoie counmcil in commit- |
tee was pubmitted to the meeting of the
Hrisbane Ciiy Couneil, in which {t waa
stoted that, as only two or three week-
end visits would he necemsary, it had
bpen agreed that Mr. Moore's pervices
shbould be made available, the G fe
Memorial Committee to delray ex-
penses. |s moving the adoption of the
report, Alderman Raymond sald be
tboughbt the OCity Council was to be com-
gratulated on baving a man like Mr.
Moore, whosa services were in guch de-
mand by other counrils. The Deputy
Mayor (Alderman M'Master) remarked
that was the care with all the chiel
officers of the councll, as the abilities of
the town clerk and the city engineer bad
betn recoguised {n the seme way.

Gympie Memorial Gardens,
Gympie Times,
Tuesday 15 July 1919, page 6



In June 1919, contractor Newell Kent Dawson was appointed to supervise the clearing and
levelling of the old sawmill site. This task employed returning soldiers, who were paid £3/4/-
for a 44 hour week. Moore's design was ready in July, and construction work continued

steadily.

The Nash Gully drain across the park was domed and covered, paths and gardens were laid

out, and a timber and wire fence was erected around the park perimeter to protect plantings

from wandering cattle and goats.

Note: The Reef Street side of this fence was removed in 1944, and subsequently the whole park

perimeter was laid open as it is today.
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Surveyors plan of Memorial Park 1919

DOMING NASH'S GULLY DLAVN.

From the Fallen Soldiers’ Memor-
inl Park Executive, asking if the
Countil i prepared (o consider the
question of domimg Lthe balance of
the drain through the park grewnds
on the £ [or £ boBii, on thy =yne
terms rvezarding the employment of
roturned men. Ths distence wonld b
about B20M.

AW, Huewart Said L wes o grost
oppertunity for the Council, There
was no doubl Lthat after the Pars
was finished, i worll be handed
over to th: Ueup'll, and o the
meattime the members of the Com-
| mithtes were worling very hard, sand
if the Council could enlv sse its way
to provide the mons for tie dom-
ing, much more would be done.  In
any case the work would bhave to he
dom: lnter pn. He moved that il the
Uouncil can sev it8 way to continue
doming, the work be dong as re-
quested and a complere job made of
ths doming. snid the Council
should agree to: condilions even
g’mm '-hi"utf‘-”"‘u‘ it it o

from Mr., Garrick, snd it was to
some oxtent, correct, He (Al
Thomas) reallsed that this was o

Pruq-r_u':s community aad before
ong they would be out of the diffi-
aultins Mr Garciek  fom s Ha

o the Purk Committee woubl see  the

fong thew would be out of the difi-
cilties Mr. Garrick forsees, He
thought the proposal was worthy of
consideration as the Park' Executive
wus prepared to pay hell, Much as
he woull like Lo see it go ahead, he
feli they weare umder an obligation
to the ratepayers. He thought it
would be hetter Lo wail a while, |

Ald, Foster said he would not op-
poso the proposal bul  ho fell they
wmy o m e i oo fpa li_',:,
eortuinly  Lhought Lhey must go
slower,

Ald, Tughes sald that scoing the
tks mover anil sceonder of the mo-
tion wore on the Minonce Committes
thnt might alter the position. They
musl take into consideration the
financipl position. The L3M was n
hig item. No doubt all the Aldermen
hntd come to the time when they had
to let an  opportunity slip by and
this was one of Lthem. He Lhought
they ghould allow the proposdl to
atand over Ul the New Year, nnd
see that the men  released from the
Park, wore put to  look after the
roads. |

Ald, Machonpell sald  the I‘nrkl
Comunittee had offered Lo contribule
half the cost of the drain amounting
to £320, so the cosl to the Council |
would only be L1640, There was mot |
g whoabyw o’ 5 ol Ol vl worsds
would have to be done within 12
months, even If the Council had to
a0y the whole eost. 1t would be had

| fingncing  to hold the matter over.

Ihe Memorial Park Executive were
now  in o the financisl pasition  when
they could set aside L£160 to cover

| the drapin, but the money wight not

alwitns be available.

Ald, Thomas sabkl every Alderman
realised the opportunity, but jn their
privent tinancial position, could the
Finance Committce tell them where
the money was La come (Com.

Ald. Machoancll ;: When the rates
come in.

Albl. Thomas syrgested  Lhal the
motion ho sllers) as if por in s
present form, it would sufer de-

. feat,

Ald, Stewart gald  he hopetd  Lhe

- proposal would not be shelved. When

the driain was finished, there was a
lot of tereacing work o e dope,
which would cost o ot of money
afltorwards, I the oming wn.r: done,

money. was collected o do Lhe ter-
Fucimg.” The T'ark would be hand-
@l over to them as it should be as
a memorial to thwir fullen soldiers.

The Muyor =pid the Memorial Park
Execulive was dn a neich beldter fin-
ancinl position than the City Couns
cil, aud he thought It was ;; most
nppportuge  Lime tg approach Lhe
L] i1 am

i e sartaimb.. &

[ T,

Doming Nash’s Gully, Gympie Times,
Thursday 4 December 1919, page 2



{be Bandstand

Brisbane City Council donated the services of its architect A. H. (Alfred Herbert) Foster, to design a
bandstand for the park. Foster also designed the bandstand in New Farm Park in Brisbane.

As well as serving as a war memorial, this structure honours a popular local band master,
F.T. (Frederick Thomas) Percival, who had died in 1907.

In September 1919, a tender for construction of the bandstand was awarded to Thomas James Dale, who
completed it at a cost of £550/3/-.

The bandstand became a popular spot for the people of Gympie.
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Bandstand, Memorial Park c19205%, photographJH Foster

,Joilvising that the bandstansd was ap-
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F.T. Percival, conductor, musician, Gympie
Orchestral Society, Gympie Philharmonic,
Gympie Town Band

A8 FFUR LEET WWARF™: ERL FIELERE EE RFITENRT,
From the Gymple and Whilgee 17
iFiol Fallen Soldiers" Memorial Fuami,

prpaching completion, sl . saking
llut the Couneil's promissd esdaw-
et on the L1 for- L1 basis of the
prublic subscription to the Dareival
Meiuorial  Fund should he ]hn.jd..—-]:q
rofly to n guesiion ihe Town Ulerk

el pmsunied (o something ovir £70.

=It was resolved on the motlion of

Thursday December 4 1919, page 2

o W om oA S

Completion of the bandstand, Gympie Times,



Memorial Park, Christmas 1922

andstand, Memorial Park, 1920, possibly Barrett tamily




Bireigie ande)lidee Distict
Follon, Saldiers’ Memarial Park Gates

Also in 1919, a competition was held by the Queensland
Institute of Architects for the design of Memorial Gates
at the Mary Street entrance to Memorial Lane.

During 1920, foundations for the Memorial Gates were dug
and pillars, prepared by Brisbane monumental masons
A. L. (Andrew Lang) Petrie and Son, were erected.
These pillars display the names of 167 World War | and
two Boer War soldiers from Gympie. The wrought-

The winner of the competition . iron gates were fabricated by
was George Rae, a young < = Jocal iron founders,
_draft.sman with Lange Powell ;‘? : - % - J. K. James Knight) Coombe
architects. i : . ? and Son.
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(he Princes Visit
Memorial Lane, Memorial Park and
the bandstand were ready for the
brief visit, on 3 August 1920, of
Edward, Prince of Wales. The Prince
arrived in Gympie by train and was
driven by car through cheering
crowds to Memorial Park. At the
bandstand, he was formally welcomed
and made a short speech, before
returning to the railway station
through Memorial Lane. To avoid
giving offence by accepting some
invitations and declining others, the
Prince had decided not to ‘open’ any
war memorials on his Australian tour,
and the official opening of Memorial
Park had to wait.

Prince of Wales visit to Gympie,
3 August 1920, at Memorial Park,
Major L. J Thomas on left of phot
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Prmce of Wales leaving Memprta[ P , 3 August 1920
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The Official Cpening

On 9 February 1921, the trustees handed Memorial Park and Memorial
Lane over to the Gympie City Council. Public support had been
generous. £5,587/7/7 had been raised and the project was completed,
free of debt, at a cost of £5507/7/7. Thomas Watts, a Welsh miner, was
appointed the first caretaker of the Park. He was succeeded by his son,
Thomas Watts, Jnr.

The project was officially opened by Gympie's popular war hero,
Major-General Sir William Glasgow, on Wednesday, 20 April 1921.
This event was accompanied by a procession, a carnival, a concert and
several days of celebrations.




Returned Soldiers Carniyal, Gympie Times, Thursday 21 April 1921, page 3
e ‘

On Saturday, 23 April 1921, the pioneer aviator Bert Hinkler, whose
grandparents lived in Gympie, flew low over Memorial Park before landing
at the showgrounds at Southside. His Avro Baby aeroplane was towed to
Memorial Park and displayed there for several days.

& _
= __Bert Hinkler's plane,Meggorial-Bark*1g
- _,-%10—5{1 - .

ke raoged in ar :
nlong the fence, and ~diagonally
the Pars, A number
ordinary  way with
candles, but the majority form &
covering for eleetric fight bulbs,
The T fom,  whigh 1 iataly
proceded the openlog of the Carnival
wan among Lhe t of ite hind yet
beld in Gympie, - large erowds
fined Mary strest. A little of the ef-
foct was marred by portlon of the
procession, a number of the sets,
hroaking off aond enterlng torough the
Park  gates, while  the remaiider
“carried on" round the corner,
and then moved up the lanewsy par-
allel to the Park, :
The procession wars marshailed Ly
Mr, 1ns’ Woodtaw, an 1
A o'clock, having assumed large R’nﬂ-
lmrllﬂl\!, moved from the Town Hall
o the accompaniment of, and hewd-
od by the Federal Band
eonduttorship of Mn, G, Jeflerson,
piaving the merch “Westbury.'' A
number of senbor cadets  sacted as
turch-bearers, with . coloured fiares

These wure prepared by Mr, W, B
Hurbudpe, and provided a weleome |
umination,

The following eompolitive nots took

part in the procestion :—'‘Servieties”

Misses  {'halk, Smalley, 1. Dutler-

Wood, aml 1, Henderson, and Messrs,

i, . Smith, A, Shambler, 1, Grim-

ey and 1 Mackay.  This sl parad-

md o novel attire, tablo‘clothe  form-

Ing ,a large part of their costy
with serviettes for Besddress ; -
Howers”",  Meulames Uarlyon, Uhor-
ey, Paeup, and Miss  Carlyan, nel
Messrn, 14, Foright, Wynne, Parfow,
il Hobinson, As the name inlicat-s
the character taken was that of a
supflower, (haly general  aopwearanoe
hoing decidplly efietive. There wak
one childrdn’s =1, the “Chiorry Hipm”
the following children takicg part -

Marjorle  Cox,  Mary Barscs, Fdith
Tarsons, Mnuteen Lochran, and Jeb

sis Laochran

e —a

ELEEE FEE

! | thy, person

FETrTRYAY

IMTIIURL SO W
kentisd by the following
Mavis Homdrickson and vy

L Golliwass 7, e o

Tkt “Mr. A L n
Gipay,” Phyilis SLawis | )
NIV, Mr Fielding, The Intler was |,
attired in the plcturesgqun costume of |
the meventoenth cenlury, with peruke. |,
Voting took plafe on theso sets  nnd Lo
charaeiors  gduring the mvening,  aml 1
hie resalt will probably be annountel Je g
to-might, i
The foll orgnnisations also |-
took part in” the procession, in full
regalia ~~Angient Ovider of
Laoyal Victorig, M5 L0
Protesiant Alliance, Doy S
WA, A number of the douts
nrtaq] s henrers for the WO
The Fire Neigade and G ymple Ambal- is
anes were also represenied, el
Arrived nt the Park, the bandst
was mmdn the  repdeive
Thin cobgn of vANLAE 1

Hi0L, AL Chisholm, 1L5.0., =
Tirktock, [LH.0, ; the Mayor (Al
Thotuas), w Ald. sitewart, SUILL
Tirt, MncDonnell, the Town Clerk
iMr. A, H. Hanson), Mossrs. T
atan, M.L:A., T, Danl I
tary (iympic branch R.8. and 5
Ay, W. . Walls (aecTeiary |
Momaorisl Park Comgittes) o and the
membery af thy Federnl Tiaml, el
The Mavor in introducing Senatar
sir T, W, Ulasgow, sald the Gympde |y
City Council, together with the 1|
Lurped Soldiers, had seom Mt to oo |
Vite to Gymple ona of their own, in |,
Major-tegeral Glasgos, |
Lo oMelally deelare the Tark open on
hehall of the CGymple City Coonell )
and the Dand Carnival on behall |
ul Nieturnod Soldiers, Thore was | o
no peed b comment on the e park |,
thoy had, He thought the Park Moo
nimost unequalled in Quecosinnd
Senator Hir ‘T, W Glasgow, Who
wan recelved with hearty applause,
said Bo had to apologise for the Al
wence of Mr, Mackay MHLIL, but the
Jatter wished to express through the
wpeaker his good wikhes for the suc-
cons of the fupction, He was certain
from what he saw that night, that
gufcosh wos amsured for the Caroivale
After thanking the Mayor mmd Coun-
elllors for invitiag Bin to | present,
b congratulated the ™ Memorial Park
Cammitizs on tho fine reault of thelr
rs,  He espetinlly referred to
the self-sacrineing work of the mece
tary,  Mr, W. T, Watte, {(Hear,
henr), and also the laying out of the
Park, which was the work of M.
Harry Moors  The afoount spent o
the I'ark to date had beom L5730,
and 1t had been moreover, ohened [reo
of delit, Fe  thought this mpoke
volnen for the liberal way in which
the people of  Gymple and  distriet
had respondial. He wan sufe the ron-
wan b |
causd they wished L w their very
great nppretintion of the wark of the |
wien at the fremt.  They also wished

1

Py I

to plate on rocord thelr appreciation
of the Rperifices  of those men,
wha gave thele ail, and in. whoss
mémary  this park  was- dedicatod,
(Appiaune.)  Ho thought it was n':—
pEoprints that the ceremony was tak-
ing plsce on the ove of ihe anniver-
anry of two grest even! n the laie

4 were
untder n Constitution. 1t

| mnde at the f

mOsm=Tel=en e

very free
was the fart of thess qualities that
enabled them to achleve such success
at the
Food Yell

npirit,
en
showe

BEoCBOTrmreTe

they could make it
conntry it should be.
they would do eo,  He had  grest
ploasure in declaring the Tark open.
E ree cheers wore then given with
great vigour for the popular sposk-
or, "‘a-!‘tﬂﬂtlﬂﬂ!ﬂ by 'd-nl.;ﬂngmw-
carnival open, the objeet of which, he
safd, was 1o ennhile the soldi tar
inprove their ball. The soldiers had
organieed for the purposs of pseist-
ing those wha wery not so fortenate-
Iy situated, and alio for the purposs
of cementing nnd  continuing  those
gront friendsliipa  which had  besn
nt.  Tle hoped 1hat
the public would  give s freely  as
thoy had done § the past towards
all moldiers’ functione,

Mr. ¥

e

~GmlaBs

. W, enrn
what was generally
the **Lust fost.”
Thee gatheping then disporsed,  and
adfourned fo U various sttraetions.
Imring  the evenlne dancing ook
place wn the green, Caple S, L. Me-
acting ne M. Miss Q. Janes
metesly as  arcompaniste,
m ilanfing was well patron
o Lol aovandsd to
to have their tiek-
The fapt that eight
kigt  hand at wark
B ostified tn  the
snval  dance. |1
wl Dand played the follow- |
ing itena during the eveni Murch
“Chatlenee™

[T —_—

A eomeert s held tmoedia el :
ter the openin 1
sporded, Voral 41 T | b
the following ; warm, . Cobledyes |
(3, W Tottrell, 1. Tanby amd  Mies | ¢
Baorne 125 The fete will be contigmed |
toenlght, ned e on Friday and |7
saturday, A

r




On 1 April 1921, war trophies in the form of captured field guns arrived
in Gympie. Three of these guns, supplied by the Commonwealth
Government, became features along the Young Street side of Memorial
Park. In 1946, after an accident in which a young boy had his finger
crushed while playing on one of the guns, the Gympie City Council
removed them from the Park and disposed of them.

In April 1939, the base of a memorial fountain that had been erected
in 1915 to honour Gympie's discoverer, James Nash, was moved from
near the Gympie Town Hall to the corner of Reef Street and River Road
in Memorial Park, where it remains today.

In 1940, after the outbreak of World War Il, underground air raid
shelters accommodating up to thirty people were dug in Memorial
Park, adjacent to the bandstand. In a reminder of early goldmining,
they were walled in like shafts, reinforced by concrete, roofed in timber
and covered over with earth. After the war they were filled in.

Memorial Park and River Road, Gympie,
.showing James Nash Memorial

~- -
Betty Carswell and Joan McCormack
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In Memorial Park on Remembrance Day, 11 November 1988, Colonel
Colin Townsend unveiled a plaque to honour servicemen and women
who served in post-World War Il conflicts.

The plaque, which is mounted on a six-tonne sandstone block carved
with a cross, was dedicated by P.V. Kenny. It is surrounded by a circled
wall that is dedicated to those who served in Korea, Borneo, Malaya
and Vietnam. Each of the pavers is inscribed with the relevant places of
conflict.
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Another stone monument is dedicated to the memory of two national

servicemen who lost their lives during active service in Borneo and
Vietnam.

Peace Pole

During the International Year of Volunteers in 2001, a 2.5 metre Peace
Pole was installed in the park dedicated to the volunteers of Cooloola.
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Pedce Pole




On Monday 7 June 2021, a monument and
plaque honouring First Nations service men and
women was unveiled by Aunty Lillian Burke.

The monument honours the thousands of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander service men
and women who have fought for and defended
Australia in military service. The First Nations
people’s military contribution and cultural
heritage has not always been duly recognised.

The unveiling was commemorated with a
smoking ceremony, songs, formal addresses by
military personnel and The Ode read by Uncle
Eric Law AM, a Wakka Wakka man and Vietnam
veteran.

The reconciliation initiative was proudly supported by the
Department of Seniors, Disability Services and Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships through the
Celebrating Reconciliation Small Grants Program.




tloods

Memorial Park has survived many floods over the last 100 years, the largest
being in February 2022 where the flood height reached 22.91 metres.

Memorial Park in flood 20 April 1928 Aerial view of city centre and Memorial Park Memorial Park in flood June 1983
— taken from Young Street during the 1955 flood
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Memorial Park in flood 26 April 1989 Memorial Park in flood February 1999 Memorial Park in flood 10 January 2011
— photograph by Les Priddy — photograph by Greg Weir



Memorial Park in flood, 26 February 2022




On Queensland Day 1999, to commemorate Queensland Day and the
new millennia, Mayor Mick Venardos and Councillor Annette Reilly

buried a time capsule near the bandstand. The capsule is set to open
on 7 June 2099.

Now in its second century, Memorial Park remains a vital and much-
loved icon of the Gympie region. On a location steeped in the city’s
gold-mining history, right next to the central business district, the
park commemorates those who served their country in wartime while
providing a peaceful, welcoming environment — a place where locals
and visitors can enjoy a picnic lunch, the shade of the bandstand or a
leisurely stroll among the trees and birdlife.
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